PLEASE POST

Nashoba Associated Boards of Health

The flu clinics are coming in October!

In our effort to provide access to the seasonal flu vaccine, the Nashoba Associated Boards of Health,
together with your local Board of Health, will be providing flu clinics throughout the district during the
month of October. Therefore, there will be NO regular blood pressure clinics held during October. Our
clinics are open to everyone.

Our goal is to vaccinate as many residents as possible. We are again extending our clinic hours to allow
time for residents of housings to be bused to and from clinics. We ask your support in coordinating
transportation. In addition, we are also planning regional school flu clinics that will be held from 3-6 pm.
These are also open to the general public. A list of clinic dates, times and locations will be sent in July
and posted on our website: www.nashoba.org

Please have residents bring their insurance cards/information. If a resident doesn’t have insurance or
their card is unavailable, a S 15 fee will be collected.

*Upon referral, and with a doctor’s note, we will vaccinate any homebound resident who is unable to
attend a clinic.

What’s New? This year the state has introduced the Massachusetts immunization Information System
{MIIS). This is a computerized system that collects and stores immunization information. It is a secure
and confidential system that keeps immunization records together in one place for health care
providers. More information about the MIIS will be available at the clinics. If a person doesn’t want their
immunization history to be shared, a waiver/objection form can be signed.

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation. We look forward to working with you to
promote healthy communities in the 2014/2015 year. '

Warm regards,

Carol Horgan, LPN
Community Health Manager
978-772-3335
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What is the MIIS?

* A computerized system that
coliects and stores basic
immunization information for
people who tive in Massachusetts.

s A sscure and confidential system,
as required by Massachusetis law.

e A systemn that is available for

people of all ages, not just children.
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PEEhe MIIS is o new statewide system 1o keep track

&= Of Immunization records for you and your family.
These records list the vaccinations (shots) you and your
children get o protect against measles, chickenpox,
tetanus, and other diseases. The godl is to make sure
that everyone in Massachusetts is up-to-date with their
shots and that your records are available when you
need them - such as when your child enters schoal,
when you need emergency medical help, or when you
change hedlthcare providers.

How will it help me?
The MIIS:
¢ Helns you and your family get the
" best care wherever you go for your
healthcare.

e Makes sure that you and your
children den’t miss any shots or get
too many.

e Can print a record for you or your
children when you need it — if you
move, if your doctor retires, or when
your child starts school or camp.
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Why is this important?

As you know, the schedule of

shots nesded to keep healthy can

be very complicated. The MIS:

e Helps your healthcare provider
keep track of which shols are due
and when they should be given.

e Keaps all your immunization
racords together for you, your
family, and your healthcare
provider,

e Provides proof of vaccination for
your childran.

e Helps prevent outbreaks of
disease Ike measies and the fiu
in your community.

® Keeps shot records safe during
natural disasters such as
floading or hurricanes.
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What information is kept in
the MIIS?

e Alist of shots that you or your
children have received as well as
any that you or your children get in
the future,

e Information needed for safe and
acouraie immunization of each
patient, such as;

» Full name and birth date.

» Gender (male or female).

» Mother's maiden name (for
children).

» Address and phone number,

» Provider office where each
shot is given,

How does this information
get into the system?

e |nformetion about children is added
when a child is born or when a
child gets his or her first shots.

e Your healthcare provider can add
your records or your family's records
i they are not already in the MIES.

Who has access to my
records?

e The Depariment of Public Health
(DPH) uses modern technology
to make sure that all information
antered into the MAS is kept secure
and confidential,

» The information in the MIIS is oniy
available to:

» Healthcare providers or
others ensuring agpropriate
immunization, as authorized
by DPH.

» schools,

» Local boards of healh.

» DPH, including the WIC
program, and other state
agencies or programs that
provide education and
outreach about vaccines to
their clients.

» Studies specially approved by
the Commissicner of Public
Haalth which mest strict legal
safeguards.

What if I don't want my
informeation shared?

e You have the right o limit who can
see your information.

e T0 limit who can see your
information, you naed to fill out
the ‘Objection or Withdrawal of
Objection to Data Sharing’ form
which you can get from your
healthcare provider,

e [f you decide 1o limit who can see
your information, your current
nealthcare provider will be able
to see the shots they have given
to you or your children, but may
not be able 1o see your complete
immunizafion history.

e [f you decide to imit who can see
your information, you will not have
access to all of the benefits of the
MIIS, like sharing your immunization
records with schools and
emeargency rooms, and a complete
record of shots in a single place.

 Ypu can change your mind
(decide to share or not share your
information) at any time.

How can | get more information?

Pleass visit our wehsite at www.mass.gov/dph/miis, contact the Massachusetts Immunization Program directly at 617-983-6300 or
£88-658-2850, or ask your heaithcare providar for more information.
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