29 Middle Road, Boxborough, Massachusetts 01719
Phone: (978) 264-1723 - Fax: (978) 264-3127
www.boxborough-ma.gov

MINUTES
Community Preservation Committee
July 7,2016 / 7:30 PM
Town Hall Grange Meeting Room / 29 Middle Road / Boxborough / MA 01719

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Hugh Fortmiller, At-large Abigail Reip, Planning Board
Hilary Greven, Recreation Com Alan Rohwer, Historical Com
Rita Gibes Grossman, Clerk, At-large John Rosamond, Finance Com
John Neyland, Agricultural Com Ron Vogel, Housing Board

Dennis Reip, Conservation Com, Vice Chair
MEMBERS ABSENT: None

EXOFFICO:

Susan Bak, Board of Selectmen
Adam Duchesneau, Town Planner
Selina Shaw, Town Administrator

HANDOUTS: Minutes (electronic) of June 8, 2016; Draft letter to editor on T.J. O’Grady Skate Park
(electronic); Application Procedures for CPA Funding (hard copy).

7:36 PM - Meeting Called to Order by Vice Chair Dennis Reip. Dennis R. welcomed new members Hilary
Greven, Recreation Commission (Rec Com), and Abby Reip, Planning Board.

1.

Review and Approve Minutes of June 8, 2016.
a. Dennis R. moved and Alan R. seconded to approve.
b. VOTE: All members voted in favor with Hillary G. and Abby R. abstaining as they were not on
the CPCom for that meeting (7-0-2).

Correspondence (if any). None.

Election of New Officers.

a. Chair: Hugh F. nominated Dennis R., John R. seconded. VOTE: 8-0 in favor and Dennis R.
abstained.

b. Vice Chair: Abby R. nominated Hugh F. and Dennis R. seconded. VOTE: 8-0 in favor and Hugh F.
abstained.

c. Clerk: Alan R. nominated Rita G., Hugh F. seconded. Discussion about options of rotating the
person who takes the meeting minutes. General consensus was the Committee was not in favor
of the suggestion. VOTE: 8-0 in favor and Rita G. abstained.

Review Proposed Letter to Editor Regarding T.J. O’Grady Skate Park.

a. John R. asked whether the project would still go forward without funding from the Town of
Boxborough. Hilary G. indicated the project will still go forward, but with a limited scope. It was
noted the primary objection at the Boxborough Town Meeting was that money would be spent
outside of the Town of Boxborough.

b. John N. and John R. agreed that a letter to the editor should come from the Rec Com, not the
CPCom. Rita G. suggested the Rec Com clarify the information about private donations and
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5. Review
a.

whether they are tax deductible. There was general consensus this matter should be referred
to the Rec Com for further action. Action item: Letter referred to Rec Com with CPCom drafts.
Hugh F. and Mitzi W. were thanked for addressing the issue and writing the draft letter.

of Application Forms for FY 2017.

Other than dates being updated, the nine page draft was the same as last year. Selina S. asked
if there were any comments or complaints from applicants about the application from last year.
None were received. An error was noted on Preliminary Application form where September
“22th” should be changed to “22nd.”

Rita G. asked about taking project application requests out of order from the Town Meeting
cycle (aka special projects), particularly those projects where a land acquisition may be needed
and require action inconsistent with the Town Meeting schedule. Hugh F. pointed out that issue
is covered on the first page of the Application Procedures document and noted the CPCom will
consider proposals outside of the scheduled parameters. Susan B. asked what happens if a land
acquisition request comes in after all money has been approved for recommendation to Town
Meeting. Abby R. noted the CPCom could recommend any number of projects and then let
Town Meeting decide which projects to fund. The suggestion of creating a land fund came up
again, however, with only a 1% tax surcharge, funding is very limited compared to if the tax
surcharge were at 3%.

Adam D. reminded the CPCom that at a prior meeting there was general consensus to have the
greatest amount of funding flexibility by keeping as much money as possible in the general
fund, as opposed to allocating it into each of the categories. Rita G. will forward the PDF on
CPCoalition's recommendations to the CPCom.

Preliminary Application: John R. suggested that for preliminary proposals, perhaps only the
Preliminary Application form should be submitted to the CPCom, however, Dennis R. thought
additional information can be useful. Adam D. agreed that the more information applicants
provide; the better. John R. asked if the Preliminary Application form could be more specific
about the type of information which would be helpful to applicants at this stage in the process
to better prepare them moving forward.

A recommendation was made to make all the date and time references in the same format as
follows: time/day of week/month/day/year.

Selina S. pointed out on the Final Application form how the language "Submit Completed Final
Applications to:" did not have a submission deadline listed. She suggested a submission
deadline be added and that the same language be included on the Preliminary Application
form.

Hugh F. suggested the title of the Final Application form be amended to note it is a cover sheet
for the Final Application materials.

There was general consensus on all formatting changes to the application procedures
document and applications. Dennis R. moved and Alan R. seconded to adopt the changes. No
further discussion: VOTE: Unanimous.

6. Dennis R. asked for additional issues for discussion. Hearing none, Dennis R. moved to adjourn and Rita
G. seconded. VOTE: Unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Rita Gibes Grossman, Clerk
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