
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
January 9, 2012 

 
Approved:    February 6, 2012               

 
PRESENT:   Raid Suleiman, Chair; Christine Robinson, Clerk; Frank Powers, Member; Rebecca Neville, Member  
 and Les Fox, Member  

ALSO PRESENT:    Selina Shaw, Town Administrator, Margaret Dennehy, Town Treasurer and Town Counsel, Attorney 
Joseph Fair, Kopelman & Paige. 

  
Chair Suleiman called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM in the Town Administrator's office. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
•  Member Powers moved to adjourn to executive session in the Town Administrator's office for the purpose of discussing 

strategy with respect to collective bargaining and to reconvene in open session at 7:00 PM to discuss the remaining business on 
the agenda.  Seconded by Member Neville. Approved 5-0 by Roll Call Vote: Neville “aye,” Powers “aye,” Robinson “aye,” 
Fox “aye,” and Suleiman “aye.”  

 
Chair Suleiman stated that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating and bargaining positions of the 
Board. 

 
Chair Suleiman reconvened the meeting in open session at 7:00 PM in the Grange Meeting Room. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Announcements were not read.   
 
The Board took agenda items 7a, 8a and 5 (a-e) out of order 
OLD BUSINESS 
• Chair Suleiman opened discussion on matters concerning health insurance for FY 2013; providing a summary of previous 

discussions and guidelines for tonight’s discussion. He introduced Town Counsel, Attorney Joseph Fair, of Kopelman & Paige, 
who provided summary of the applicable laws, & the recent reforms & municipalities’ obligations.  He also provided the 
reasons & rationale for these reforms; and an outline of the required procedures if the Town elects to change its coverage plan 
as it relates to the new sections of the law. Member Powers moved that the Town of Boxborough adopt and engage in the 
process to change health insurance benefits under M.G.L. c. 32B, §§ 21 through 23. Seconded by Member Fox. There was 
discussion about how MNHG calculates and manages their plan. There was discussion on the positives and the negatives of the 
Town adopting this tonight versus voting it a future date. There was discussion on the notice requirements if the Town elects to 
seek out another plan provider or design our own plan; the timeframes resulting from various notice requirements; their effect 
on other contingent requirements and the respective timeframes. Attorney Fair noted many of these reforms focus on cost 
savings. Audience members voiced concern that the Town never advised employees of potential changes to the Town’s 
insurance plan; noting that if employees had been told sooner they might have been able to work out other options. It was 
stated that there has been inadequate communication with MNHG during this process. The effect on employees of the limited 
insurance plan offerings possibly being contemplated by MNHG was also a concern. There was also discussion as to how 
healthcare reform will affect employees in the future and health insurance, in general. Attorney Fair noted that vote tonight 
does not force the Town to stay with MNHG, as we go forward; the Town can still investigate other plans. There was a 
discussion about the criteria for enrolling in GIC and that program’s requirements. There was also discussion on how MIIA 
calculates and manages their healthcare plan program. Liz Markiewicz, as the Town Hall employee’s representative to the 
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Insurance Advisory Committee (IAC), resident, and former School Committee member, urged the Selectmen to adopt this; and 
provided her reasons and rationale. It was noted that the primary reason that these discussions are taking place is due to an item 
in the teachers’ contract which specifically addresses insurance coverage. Chair Suleiman clarified that implementation of these 
legislative mandates and costs to the individual subscribers are separate and distinct issues. The Selectmen noted that if this is 
not adopted the Town can not explore its options; and because the looming deadlines the Town must continue on with MNHG 
for FY 13. TA Shaw advised that Town employees were invited to a meeting last week and one scheduled for this week to 
discuss the coverage options being contemplated by MNHG. It was further noted by the Selectmen that it could take up to a 
year for the Town to enroll in a new plan due to the complexities involved in investigating options and the required notification 
procedures. The question was raised as to whether this could be adopted tonight; and moved to rescind at a future date. 
Attorney Fair advised that he was unable provide to a definitive answer to that question without researching the particulars.  
The Selectmen requested that Town Counsel expedite the issuing of a written opinion on this matter. Attorney Fair advised he 
should be able to provide this by the end of the week. The Selectmen were polled and it was determined that they would table 
voting until this information is provided and to vote on this at their meeting on Saturday, January 14th. Member Powers moved 
that the Town of Boxborough table the vote on adopting and engaging in the process to change health insurance benefits under 
M.G.L. c. 32B, §§ 21 through 23, until Selectmen’s meeting of Saturday, January 14, 2012. Seconded by Member Neville.  
Approved 5-0.   

  

NEW BUSINESS 
• DPW Department Assistant, Vicki Franz was present as the Selectmen took up approval of the Chapter 90 Reimbursement 

Request. Member Powers moved to authorize the submission of Chapter 90 Final Report and Reimbursement Request in the 
amount of $89,721.79 for road paving and drainage work on Cedarwood Road, Kendall Road and the top portion of 
Windermere Drive, and certify conformance with applicable statutes and regulations. Seconded by Member Robinson. 
Approved 4-0  (Member Neville not present for vote). 

 

MINUTES  
• Member Fox moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Sessions of December 5, 2011, & December 19, 2011, as revised and 

the minutes for the Regular Session of December 13, 2011, and Executive Sessions of December 13, 2011 & December 22, 2011, 
as written. Seconded by Member Neville.  Approved 5-0.   

 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Neville reported that she, Member Fox and FinCom member, Bill Burke, had met with Chief White to review his FY 

13 Budget.  
 

She also reported that Boxborough assessment for the A/B School District for FY 13 is going down. 
 
• Member Powers reported on MMAF matters, currently, before the Conservation Commission. MMAF has not filed for 

modification of its OoC, but seems MMAF is beginning to put some effort into addressing some of the OoC items.  He also 
noted that MMAF’s Don McPherson will be coming to the next Selectmen’s meeting.  

 
He also reported that discussions with the Police Union are progressing. They are still determining future meeting dates.  

 
• Member Robinson reported that she has been working on the Recreation Field Use Guidelines. 
 
• Member Fox reported that at their budget meeting Chief White advised that he [White] had offered to serve on Littleton’s Fire 

Chief Search Committee. 
 

Member Fox reported that he, Chair Suleiman and FinCom Chair Raad had met with DPW Dir. Garmon to review DPW’s FY 
13 budgets.  Garmon was instructed to put in a 1% placeholder for salaries. There was also discussion on overtime trends and 
that repair/replacement of the fueling system may need to be added to the capital plan.   

 
• He also reported that he has been working with BHB Chair Murphy on drafting the charge for Stow Rd Study Committee. 

Murphy will be presenting to BHB on Wednesday.  There was discussion on the status of the search for candidates for this 
committee. Fox will inform the BHB that the Selectmen wish to invite the proposed candidates to an upcoming Selectmen’s 
meeting.  
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• Chair Suleiman reported that he participated in the meeting with Town Counsel to discuss Health Insurance issues.  
 

He also reported that, as Member Powers reported, MMAF has requested time at the Selectmen’s January 23rd to make a 
presentation. The Airport Study Committee and the Conservation Commission will be advised and been invited to attend. 

 
He also reported that he will be meeting with TA Shaw and FinCom member, Hesler next week to review Town Hall FY 13 

budgets.  
 
At this point, Chair Suleiman turned chairmanship over to Member Robinson and recused himself from discussion on Agenda 

Items #8b (i-vii). 
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen determined that they would pass over discussion of the presented Police Department Policies, so that Chief 

Ryder could come in to explain these changes and rationale behind them at the January 30th Selectmen’s meeting.  
 
Chairmanship was returned to Chair Suleiman.  
The Board took up a matter not on the agenda. 
• The Selectmen took up the housekeeping matter of calling the Special Town Meeting/ Annual Town Meeting, May 14, 2012.  

Member Neville moved to call the annual town meeting, to begin on Monday, May 14, 2012, at 7 PM, to be held at the 
Blanchard Memorial School and if necessary, a special town meeting to be held within the annual town meeting. Seconded by 
Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Powers moved to decline membership in the Suburban Coalition. Seconded by Member Neville. Approved 5-0. 

 

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion about changing the start times for the remaining January Selectmen’s meetings.  
 
• TA Shaw provided an update on the status of salary/compensations survey(s).  She anticipates received the results in February.  
 

ADJOURN 
• At 9:06 PM, Member Neville moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 



  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda 
Boxborough Town Hall 
Grange Meeting Room 

January 9, 2012 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 6:30 PM 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE  
Move to adjourn to executive session for the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to collective  ROLL CALL  
bargaining and to reconvene in open session at 7 PM to discuss the remaining business on the agenda  VOTE: 
 
NB: Chair should state, “An open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating and bargaining  
positions of the Board.” 

 
RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 7 PM IN THE GRANGE MEETING ROOM 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

4. APPOINTMENTS  
a) Citizens’ concerns  

5. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, December 5, 2011 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Regular session, December 13, 2011 ACCEPT & POF 
c) Regular session, December 19, 2011 ACCEPT & POF 
d) Executive session, December 13, 2011 ACCEPT & POF 
e) Executive session, December 22, 2011 (BoS Contract Negotiating Team) ACCEPT & POF 

6. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
a) FY 2013 health insurance  
 Move that the Town of Boxborough engages in the process to change health insurance benefits under 

M.G.L. c. 32B, §§ 21 through 23 VOTE: 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Chapter 90 Reimbursement Request ($89,721.79) & Final Report for Road Paving and Drainage Work 

Move to authorize the submission of Chapter 90 Final Report and Reimbursement Request in the  
amount of $89,721.79 for road paving and drainage work on Cedarwood Road, Kendall Road and the 
top portion of Windermere Drive, and certify conformance with applicable statutes and regulations VOTE: 

 
b)  Police Department Policies 

i.  Interacting with the Mentally Ill 
ii. Transportation of Detainees 
iii. Holding Facility 
iv. Detainee Processing 
v. Detaining Prisoners 
vi. Temporary Holding Facilities 
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vii. Protective Custody 
 

c) Suburban Coalition – solicitation for membership 
 [N.B. traditionally, the BoS has declined]  VOTE: 

9. CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

10. PRESS TIME 

11. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

12. ADJOURN 
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