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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
February 27, 2012 

 
Approved: April 23, 2012 

 
 
PRESENT: Raid Suleiman, Chair, Christine Robinson, Clerk; Frank Powers, Member; Rebecca Neville, Member and Les 
Fox, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Selina Shaw, Town Administrator  
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above-referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
At 6:30 P.M., Chair pro tem Robinson called the meeting to order in the Morse Meeting Room. Selectman Powers moved 
to adjourn to executive session to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with non-union personnel 
(Police Chief) as well as to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining (with Massachusetts Coalition of Police, 
Local 200), and to reconvene in open session at 7 PM to meet with the Finance Committee in the Grange Meeting Room to 
discuss item 7a)i, and then to return to Morse Meeting Room to conduct the remaining business on the agenda.                                          
 
The Chair pro tem (Clerk Robinson) stated: “An open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of 
the Board.” 
 
Approved by roll call vote 4 – 0: Neville, aye; Powers, aye; Fox, aye; and Robinson, aye. 
 
Chair Suleiman was absent, having recused himself.  Town Administrator Selina Shaw was not present for this portion of 
the meeting.  
 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 
At 7:00 PM Chair Suleiman reconvened the meeting in open session in the Grange Meeting Room, where the Board of 
Selectmen met with the Finance Committee to discuss warrant articles that had been proposed for May’s Town Meeting.  
Major items of discussion: 
• The group reviewed revision 4 of the article listing, dated February 24, 2012 and it was agreed to tentatively add three 

articles: 1) to approve the cost items of the collective bargaining agreement between the Town and Boxborough Teachers 
Assn, 2) payment of a prior year bill for the Mass Teachers Retirement System ($5,215.25) and 3) payment of a MEGA 
assessment ($3,100 first year, $3,100 second year and $3,600 third year). TA noted that MEGA assessment may be able 
to be handled within the budget.   

• The Selectmen and FinCom agreed that the collective bargaining articles should precede the budget.  
• FinCom suggested that the amount of $182,000, to be transferred to Stabilization Fund, be added as a placeholder 

amount. 
• FinCom and BoS agreed that $10,000 seemed to be a reasonable cap for revolving fund for field permitting fees. 
 
The Selectmen then returned to the Morse Meeting Room to continue with the remaining business on the agenda. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Because the meeting was not televised, Chair Suleiman did not read the announcements. 
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SELECTMEN REPORTS 
Member Neville reported on Agricultural Commission and School Committee meetings.  The former focused on the Right 
to Farm Bylaw and an upcoming discussion with ConsComm on Rolling Meadows; the latter on the FY 13 budget. 
 
Selectman Powers reported on: 1) attendance at meeting with the Police Department’s Citizens Advisory Board, 2) budget 
review meeting with the Police Chief, 3) Board of Health meeting where topics of discussion included services provided by 
Eliot Mental Health Center as well as reallocation of septic numbers between the U.C.C. Church and Fellowship Hall and 
4) Conservation Commission meeting, where major topic of discussion was related to request for amended Order of 
Conditions (OoC) for Minute Man Air Field.  ConsComm requested input from Selectmen regarding appropriateness of 
keeping FAA standards in the OoC.  Selectmen briefly discussed this matter, but agreed that they had insufficient 
information to provide an opinion. 
 
Selectman Fox reported that negotiating ground rules had been reviewed at first meeting with Boxborough Professional 
Firefighters Association, Local 4601.  Selectman Fox also reported on his attendance at a Housing Board meeting where 
proposals to complete a housing needs assessment were reviewed and first meeting of the Stow Road Concept 
Development Committee was being planned for the end of March. 
 

MINUTES 
Selectman Fox moved to accept and place on file the regular session minutes of January 23, 2012 (lots of nits) and January 
30, 2012, as well as the executive session minutes of February 15, 2012 (BoS Contract Negotiating Team) and February 
21, 2012.  Seconded by Selectman Powers and approved 5 – 0. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Annual Town Meeting 
Member Neville suggested that there be a mechanism to communicate to Town Meeting those items paid from non-
taxpayer revenue, i.e. grants, perhaps for items of $20,000 or more.  General agreement by Board to pursue. 
 
Selectman Powers suggested that the Police Chief’s command vehicle be removed from the budget and included as an 
article.  General agreement by Board to do so. 
 
After some additional discussion on warrant articles, Member Neville moved to close the warrant for the Annual Town 
Meeting and the Special Town Meeting within the Annual Town Meeting to be held beginning May 14, 2012, with number 
of articles now totaling 47 (Rev 4 of ATM listing, dated 2/24/12, with addition of 3 articles discussed earlier in evening 
with FinCom and the Police Chief’s command vehicle). Seconded by Selectman Powers and approved 5 – 0. 
 
FY 2013 Budget 
• Town Administrator reviewed general government budgets. 
• Town Administrator broached subject of IT Coordinator’s salary and appropriate placement on Personnel Plan 

Schedule B.  While recognizing that the individual in the position is doing an excellent job, several selectmen 
expressed concern about providing him with a percentage increase of much greater than 5%, and based upon TA’s 
recollection that position’s current salary was around $58,000, it was moved, seconded and approved 5 – 0 to 
compensate the position at Grade 60, Step C ($60,198.33, on proposed Schedule B, which at the time reflected 1 % 
COLA). 

• Selectman Powers expressed concern about lack of back-up for Tax Collector, and the need for redundancy to be able 
to provide continuity of governmental operations.  Selectmen discussed necessity of this, especially in light of 
position’s responsibility in processing primary revenue source of the town.  Board also discussed need to eventually 
pursue transition to an appointed, rather than an elected, position.  TA commented that although there is much cross-
training among town hall staff, there is not adequate manpower to provide for this back-up.  Member Neville moved to 
add an article to fund a part-time position; seconded by Selectman Fox and approved 5 – 0.  Member Neville then 
moved to re-open the warrant to include this additional article and to close once again.  Seconded by Selectman 
Powers and approved 5 – 0. 

 
Code of Conduct 
It was agreed to defer discussion of this matter until April 23.   
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Police Department Policies 
Chair Suleiman recused himself from this matter.  Clerk Christine Robinson presided as Chair pro tem. Selectman Powers 
reported that he had discussed policies with the Police Chief but had not yet seen final wording.  Will plan to bring matter 
forward again on March 19. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Feasibility Study for Regional Emergency Communication Center, as a partner with the Town of Littleton 
Selectman Powers provided background information on the topic and then moved to support the participation of the Town 
of Boxborough, as a partner with the Town of Littleton, to study the feasibility of a regional emergency communication 
center and to authorize the Town Administrator to submit a grant application to the State 911 Department for said purpose. 
Seconded by Member Robinson and approved 5 – 0. 
 
Temporary Constable Appointment [February 27 – March 31] 
Further to the recommendation of Town Clerk Elizabeth Markiewicz, Member Neville moved to appoint Alan Rohwer  
as temporary constable effective February 27, 2012 through March 31, 2012.  Seconded by Member Powers and approved 
5 – 0. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no discussion of these items. 
 

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD  
Selectman Fox reported that one of the DPW sanders is in poor shape and needs replacement and that it is thought that 
unexpended snow and ice monies may be used to fund this item.  The ability to use snow and ice monies is being 
confirmed. 

ADJOURN 
At 9:20 p.m., Member Neville moved to adjourn to executive session to conduct strategy session in preparation for 
negotiations with  non-union personnel (Town Administrator) as well as to discuss strategy with respect to collective 
bargaining (with Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200), and to adjourn immediately thereafter.  Seconded by 
Selectman Powers. With respect to the second item, Chair Suleiman stated that an open meeting may have a detrimental 
effect on the bargaining position of the Board.  Approved 5 – 0 by roll call vote: Neville, aye; Powers, aye; Robinson, aye; 
Fox, aye and Suleiman, aye.  
  
 
   

   
 
.              
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FEBRUARY 27, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 
 

 On Friday, March 9th the Boxborough Grange #131 will hold its 126th Anniversary Meeting 

at 7:30 pm. in the Grange Room of the Boxborough Town Hall. This meeting will feature 

presentation of the annual Grange Community Service Award to our own Les Fox and his 

family for their work at Wetherbee Farm in maintaining the Town’s agricultural traditions and 

the many ways that they service the community. There will also be a presentation by the 

Sudbury Valley Trust on Agricultural Landscapes.  The public is invited and admission is free 

but please RSVP if you plan to attend. 

 

 Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 14th. More details will 

be provided in the coming months.  

 

 
 The FY 2013 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the 

Town’s website (Home page, under “NEWS”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, 

Finance Committee, School Committee and Library Trustee meetings at all times, but especially 

during the budget season.  Please check the web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is 

important.  
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 The Board of Selectmen will hold public hearings on Monday, March 12, 2012 in the 

Grange Meeting Room, Boxborough Town Hall. At 7:00 PM a joint hearing with the Personnel 

Board will be held to consider proposed amendments to the Personnel Plan, and Schedules A & 

B. Immediately upon completion, the Board of Selectmen will hold a public hearing to consider 

a Right to Farm Bylaw. All are welcome to attend. Proposed amendments will be available for 

review on the Town’s website or on the bulletin board outside the Town Clerk’s Office, 

commencing March 5th. 

 

  Nomination papers are now available for elected town offices at the Town Clerk’s office, 

Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle Road. The annual Town Election will be held May 21st. 

Offices that will be on this year’s ballot are:  

2 seats on the Board of Selectmen, and 

  2 seat on the Library Board of Trustees.  

There is also one seat available on the: 

Board of Health   

Planning Board  

and the Local School Committee, and on both the Regional and Local Committees.  

The positions of: 

Tax Collector, and  

Town Moderator will also be on the ballot.  The last day to file completed papers is Monday, 

March 26th at 5:00 PM.  

 

 The annual street listing/census forms have been mailed to residents. Please contact the 

Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz if you have not received your census form or if you have any 

questions about the census or your voting status. 
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  The deadline for 2012 dog license is March 10th.  All dogs in Massachusetts are required to 

be licensed annually.  Dog license applications were sent out with your street census forms.  

Applications can also be obtained at Town Hall or downloaded from the town website. The cost 

of a license is $10 for a spayed or neutered dogs; $15 otherwise and there is no fee for residents 

over seventy. Applications and proof of rabies vaccination can be mailed in or dropped off to 

the Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall.  Late fees will be assessed after March 10th. 

  
  

 The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 2:00 to 4:00 pm on Sunday, 

March 11th. Admission is free, all are welcome. 

  

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop 

in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and 

make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   
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 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town 

boards and committees, many of which have openings. Please consider participating.  You will 

find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest 

is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or 

you may call Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees 

contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 For more information on the Annual Street Census, Dog licensing or the Annual Town Election 

can be found on the Town Clerk’s webpage or you may call Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz at 

978-263-1116 extension 117. 

 

 Please call 978-263-2241 to RSVP if you plan to attend the Boxborough Grange’s 

Anniversary Meeting on Friday, March 9th. 

 

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you wish 

to arrange a private tour of the Boxborough’s Historic Town Center.   

 



  

 
 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Meeting Agenda 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Morse Meeting Room 

February 27, 2012 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 6:30 PM 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Move to adjourn to executive session to conduct strategy session in preparation for negotiations with 
non-union personnel, and to reconvene in open session at 7 PM  to meet with Finance Committee in   
the Grange Meeting Room to discuss item 7a)i, and then to return to Morse Meeting Room to conduct  ROLL CALL 
the remaining business on the agenda VOTE: 

RE-CONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 7 PM IN THE GRANGE MEETING ROOM 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

4. APPOINTMENTS  
a) Citizens’ concerns  

5. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, January 23, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Regular session, January 30, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
c) Executive session, February 15, 2012 (BoS Contract Negotiating Team) ACCEPT & POF 
d) Executive session, February 21, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 

6. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
a) Annual Town Meeting  

i. Proposed articles – discussion (with FinCom, Grange Meeting Room, 7 PM)  
ii.  Close warrant 
 Move to close the warrant for the Annual Town Meeting (and the Special Town Meeting within  

the Annual Town Meeting) to be held beginning May 14, 2012 VOTE: 
b) FY 2013 budget 
c) Code of Conduct 
d)  Police Department Policies 

i.  Interacting with the Mentally Ill 
ii. Transportation of Detainees 
iii. Holding Facility 
iv. Detainee Processing 
v. Detaining Prisoners 
vi. Temporary Holding Facilities 
vii. Protective Custody 
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8. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Feasibility Study for Regional Emergency Communication Center, as a partner with the Town of  
 Littleton 
 Move to support the participation of the Town of Boxborough, as a partner with the Town of Littleton, VOTE: 
 to study the feasibility of a regional emergency communication center and to authorize the Town  
 Administrator to submit a grant application to the State 911 Department for said purpose 
b) Temporary Constable Appointment [February 27 – March 31] 

Further to the recommendation of Town Clerk Elizabeth Markiewicz, move to appoint Alan Rohwer  
as temporary constable effective February 27, 2012 through March 31, 2012 VOTE: 

9. CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

10. PRESS TIME 

11. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Move to adjourn to executive session to conduct strategy session in preparation for negotiations with  ROLL CALL 
non-union personnel, and to adjourn immediately thereafter VOTE:  

13. ADJOURN 
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