
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
March 12, 2012 

 
Approved: April 23, 2012  

 
PRESENT:   Christine Robinson, Chair Pro Tem; Frank Powers, Member; Rebecca Neville, Member and Les Fox, 

Member  
 
NOT PRESENT:  Raid Suleiman and Selina Shaw, Town Administrator  
 
Chair pro tem Robinson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm in the Hilberg Meeting Room.   

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• It was moved and seconded to adjourn to executive session to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with 

non-union personnel (Police Chief) as well as to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining (Massachusetts Coalition 
of Police, Local 200 and Boxborough Professional Firefighters Association, Local 4601) and to reconvene in open session at 7 
pm in the Grange Meeting Room to conduct the remaining business on the agenda. Chair pro tem Robinson stated:  “An open 
meeting may have detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Board”.  Approved 4-0 by roll call vote: Neville “aye”, 
Fox “aye”, Powers “aye” and Robinson “aye”. 

 
Chair Suleiman reconvened the meeting in open session at 7:05 PM in the Grange Meeting Room. 

 
PRESENT:   Raid Suleiman, Chair 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Suleiman read the announcements.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
• At 7:10 PM Chair Suleiman opened the public hearing portion of the agenda. He reviewed the public hearing process and 

procedures. The first hearing was to consider the FY 2013 Schedules A & B of the Personnel Plan and the job descriptions for 
the Information Systems Coordinator and the IT Support Technician.  Personnel Board Chair, Anne Canfield, and member, 
Susan Bak, were present.  Canfield updated the Selectmen on the efforts of the Personnel Board and advised that they have 
voted to recommend the approval of Schedules A & B for FY 2013. There was discussion on the proposed changes to Schedule 
A. Based on an analysis of the workload and responsibilities of the current IT Technician it has been determined that it was 
more appropriate to identify this position as an IT Coordinator. The IT Tech position will remain but will now be part-time; 
supporting the Coordinator. There was discussion on proposed changes to Schedule B.  Canfield advised that the Personnel 
Board is recommending that non-union and non-contractual personnel that have reached the top step (G) receive a 1.5% 
increase and those that are still eligible for steps would only get their allotted step increase. The one employee that had 
previously been grandfathered in - classified as G+, will receive a 0.5% increase. There was discussion about converting the 
metric used in determining increases to a merit system. This proposal will need   further review. If this change was approved it 
would not be implemented until FY 2014. Canfield noted that the Personnel Board has recommended that wages remain static 
for those specific intermittent positions identified in FY 12. This hearing was closed at 7:30 PM.   
◊ Member Neville moved to place FY 2013 Schedules A & B of the Personnel Plan, as proposed by the Personnel Board, on 

the Annual Town Meeting warrant Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.   
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◊ Further to the recommendation of the Personnel Board, Member Neville moved to approve the job descriptions for the 
Information Systems Coordinator and the IT Support Technician, dated 02/29/12. Seconded by Member Powers.Approved 5-
0.  

 
• The public hearing to consider the proposed Right-to-Farm Bylaw was opened at 7:33 PM.  Agricultural Commission Chair, 

John Neyland, and members of the Commission were present.  The proposed language in the bylaw is a consolidation of 
existing state laws; and would not grant any new rights to land owners. It just places this information in to one easy to access 
document. A specific change would be that a disclosure form would need to be executed when a property was conveyed. 
Neyland spoke to the Stow farming bylaw information, provided.  There was discussion as to zoning classifications, 
enforcement procedures, and the necessity of educating real estate professionals. Further to the recommendation of the 
Agricultural Commission, Member Neville moved to place adoption of the Right to Farm Bylaw on the Annual Town Meeting 
warrant. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.   Public hearing portion of the agenda was closed at 7:43 PM. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
• DPW Director, Tom Garmon appeared before the Selectmen to discussed proposed recommendations for FY 13 Transfer 

Station fees and Rules & Regulations.  There was public input. Director Garmon recommended that the Town adopt a fee 
schedule for the disposal of certain bulk items and white goods. This is a means of bringing waste disposal costs down.  
Boxborough is the only community in the area that does not charge residents to dispose of these bulk items. Dir. Garmon spoke 
to these proposed bulk item fees for these items.  The consensus was that seniors would not have to pay these additional fees.  
It was suggested public input should be sought before any new fees were implemented.  It was determined that this needs 
further investigation, and the Selectmen would be willing to revisit this discussion at a later date. Discussion turned to the 
setting of the regular FY 13 Transfer Station Sticker fees. There was philosophical discussion about user fees versus the use of 
tax dollars for Transfer Station services. Member Neville moved to set Transfer Station annual fee for FY 13 at $50.00 per 
household. Seconded by Member Robinson. Not Approved 1-4. It was noted that the Selectmen would also consider revisiting 
these issues at a later date. Member Powers moved to maintain Transfer Station fees for FY 13 at the same levels set for FY 12, 
as follows: $150 for the 1st vehicle and $50 for the second vehicle if sticker is purchased by July 31, 2011; $180 for the 1st 
vehicle and $80 for the second vehicle if sticker is purchased after July 31st; pro-rated fees for new residents of $75  if 
purchased between Jan 1 – March 31 and $37.50 if purchased between April 1 – June 30; no charge for residents aged 65 or 
older as of July 1, 2012; and no charge for replacement stickers. Seconded by Member Robinson. Approved 4-1 (Neville 
dissenting).  Dir. Garmon was directed to revise the proposed FY 13 Transfer Station Application; deleting the bulk disposal 
fee schedule and updating the necessary information, pursuant to this vote. 

 
• Jennifer Benson, State Representative, 37th Middlesex District and James Eldridge, State Senator were present to update the 

Selectmen on activities in the State legislature and their respective legislative activities. Members of various Town boards and 
the public were present for this discussion.   Sen. Eldridge provided informational materials. His top priorities are issues related 
to local aid; protecting the social safety net; and protecting the environment. Water quality and water supply were discussed.   
Rep. Benson provided a handout outlining recent legislative FY 13 budget discussions. Of significant concern to her are issues 
that affect community development; such as education, affordable housing and small business concerns.  Her office is 
researching school funding issues – specifically the fluctuations in SPED funding and the local notification & funding 
requirements. Member Powers spoke to a concern that he had regarding the installation of gas utilities in his area. He reported 
that an infrastructure survey of the area has been conducted and the, per household projected cost to install natural gas in the 
public way, is several thousand dollars.  There was discussion about the possibility of governmental assistance or incentives to 
encourage conversion to natural gas.  Sen. Eldridge advised that, though lowering energy costs is a concern other infrastructure 
projects, such as public water systems and transportation, take priority. Rep. Benson provided an update on the Acton Water 
District Bill. She is anticipating that it will be out of committee on or about March 21st.  Member Fox spoke to transportation 
infrastructure concerns, such as identifying new funding sources for improvements & repairs and the proposed MBTA cuts & 
fare increases.  Sen. Eldridge advised that he and Rep. Benson had attended a discussion on the proposed MBTA changes in 
Fitchburg this weekend.  Rep. Benson provided an update on casino development in the state.  She also advised that the Joint 
Committee on Education is reviewing the concerns raised by some of the Minuteman School District member towns, as to out-
of-district tuition, specifically non-member towns’ lack of contribution for capital items.  Rep. Benson was also asked her 
opinion on the weighted voting component of the Acton Boxborough school district regionalization discussions. Town 
Treasurer, Margaret Dennehy, asked whether there would be further reforms on Health Insurance, specifically the requirement 
to offer benefits to certain reduced hours employees. Sen. Eldridge advised that while they are looking at other Health care 
reforms this issue is not one of them.  Concern was also voiced on the on-going difficulties with the prevailing wage 
component of public contracts.  
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• Regional School Study Committee members, Mac Reid and Mary Brolin, were in to speak to a PowerPoint presentation 

regarding the Administrative Structure Options that are currently under review. Other members of the Regional Study 
Committee were also present. Brolin reviewed and summarized the issues facing the Boxborough School District. 
Boxborough’s current administrative structure is not sustainable.  This presentation’s focus was on the regionalization option, 
specifically regionalizing with Acton. There has been review of the current district agreement and initial discussion on the 
various terms and concerns if we regionalize. Several community forums have been scheduled in both Boxborough and Acton 
to present these options and receive input.  “Sense of the Meeting” articles are also in each town’s 2012 Town Meeting 
Warrants. There was concern that the Town would lose local control over 2/3rd of the budget since regionalizing would result 
in a “bottom line” assessment. It was determined that the Regional School Study Committee would come to the March 19th 
meeting to present the other Administrative Structure Options.  

 

MINUTES  
• The Selectmen passed over approval of the Regular Session minutes of February 6, 2012. 
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Executive Session of February 27, 2012 (BoS Contract Negotiating Team), 

as written   Seconded by Member Neville. Approved 5-0.  
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Neville noted that all of the boards that she liaises with were at this meeting so she had nothing additional to report.  
 
• Member Powers reported that Minute Man Air Field’s hearing before the Conservation Commission continues. MMAF has 

retained an environmental scientist who will be revisiting the mitigation items.  
 
• Member Fox reported that MAGIC is sending input into MBTA Advisory Board on the proposed cuts and fare increases.   
 

He also reported that the revised Steele Farm Conservation Restrictions is almost ready to re-submit to the State. After 
receiving the initial state approval the intention is to submit to Town Counsel and then seek public input.  

 
• Chair Suleiman reported that the Energy Committee has presented their proposed article to the Finance Committee.   
 
• Member Robinson reported that she had been busy with various budget & contract meetings. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
The Selectmen re-opened discussion on the FY 13 Budget. There is concern as to how the Finance Committee is communicating 
their determinations with some departments and boards. There was discussion on the respective roles and responsibilities of the 
Selectmen and Finance Committee, specifically as to setting the FY 13 Budget and Town Meeting. It was determined that 
discussion on these matters would take place at the upcoming BLF meeting and would be the primary agenda item; that way the 
Moderator could participate in the discussion and other boards also could have input. It was also determined that BLF would be 
relocated from the Library to the Grange Meeting Room.  
 
Discussion was re-opened on Annual/Special Town Meeting.  Members of the Finance Committee and School Committee were 
present for this discussion. Several constituents have communicated that they want to be present for the article on the Community 
Center leasing article but this would be a problem for them if it was later in the evening. Member Powers proposed that this 
article be moved forward to the Special Town Meeting warrant. He has discussed this with the Moderator.  Member Powers 
moved to remove the “Lease of the UCC Fellowship Hall for Community Center” Article from the Annual Town Meeting and 
place in the Special Town Meeting. Seconded by Member Robinson. Approved 5-0.  There was discussion on the placement of 
the police command vehicle capital item.  The Selectmen’s practice is to have command vehicles as separate warrant articles. 
FinCom has determined that this vehicle acquisition should be part of the police budget.  School Committee member, Maria 
Neyland, spoke to the FinCom’s article looking for approval of the Teachers’ Assoc. contract. She questioned whether this article 
was lawful under Education Reform. Town Counsel will be consulted.  Neyland, as a resident, inquired about why the approval 
of the 3rd police sergeant was not an article. It was stated that this promotion is part of the Police Department’s FY 13 budget, and 
could be discussed under the budget article.  It was noted that the article funding discussion should take place in the next several 
weeks as the warrant is set to close before the end of the month.  Member Fox reported that MEMA had advised just today that 
they will be recommending favorably on our grant application to FEMA to provide funding of the cost of the generator. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen reviewed the request of Boxborough Conservation Trust to serve wine and beer their Annual Meeting. Member 

Powers moved to authorize the Boxborough Conservation Trust to serve beer and wine at its 2012 Annual meeting, being held 
at the Sargent Memorial Library on March 31, 2012, subject to the conditions specified on the application, and further, to 
waive the fee. Seconded by Member Neville.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen took up a Reserve Fund Transfer Request from the Police Dept for vehicle repair/maintenance. Member Powers 

moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $2399.00 from the Reserve Fund to account 
#01-210-5200-5246 (Police Dept Repair and Maintenance – Vehicles). Seconded by Member Neville.  Approved 5-0. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.  
 
ADJOURN 
• At 10:28 PM Member Neville moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Robinson.  Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MARCH 12, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 
 

 Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 14th at the Blanchard 

Memorial School. More details will be provided in the coming months.  

 

 The FY 2013 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the 

Town’s website (Home page, under “NEWS”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, 

Finance Committee, School Committee and Library Trustee meetings at all times, but especially 

during the budget season.  Please check the web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is 

important.  

 

 The Board of Selectmen will hold a public hearing next Monday, March 19th, in the Grange 

Meeting Room, Boxborough Town Hall. At 7:40 PM a hearing will be held to consider 

proposed proposed laying out and acceptance of Hughes Lane as a public way. All are welcome 

to attend.  

 

  Nomination papers are still available for elected town offices at the Town Clerk’s office, 

Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle Road. The annual Town Election will be held May 21st. 

Offices that will be on this year’s ballot are:  

2 seats on the Board of Selectmen, and 

  2 seat on the Library Board of Trustees.  

There is also one seat available on the: 

Board of Health   

Planning Board  

and the Local School Committee, and on both the Regional and Local Committees.  

The positions of: 

Tax Collector, and  

Town Moderator will also be on the ballot.  The last day to file completed papers is Monday, 

March 26th at 5:00 PM.  
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 All dogs in Massachusetts are required to be licensed annually.  The deadline to renew your 

dog license for 2012 was March 10th.   If you have not already licensed your dog, you will be 

charged a late fee of $5.00, in addition to the license fee. The fine will increase to $25.00 after 

March 20th.    Applications can still be obtained at Town Hall or downloaded from the town 

website. 

  

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop 

in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and 

make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town 

boards and committees, many of which have openings. Please consider participating.  You will 

find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest 

is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or 

you may call Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees 

contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 For more information on Dog licensing or the Annual Town Election can be found on the Town 

Clerk’s webpage or you may call Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz at 978-263-1116 extension 117. 

 

 

 



  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda 
Boxborough Town Hall 
Grange Meeting Room 

March 12, 2012 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 6:30 PM 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION, HILBERG MEETING ROOM  
Move to adjourn to executive session to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with 
non-union personnel (Police Chief) as well as to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining 
(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200 and Boxborough Professional Firefighters Association, 
 Local 4601), and to recovene in open session at 7 PM in the Grange Meeting Room to conduct the ROLL CALL 
remaining business on the agenda VOTE: 
 
NB: Chair shall state: “An open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Board” 

RE-CONVENE IN OPEN SESSION AT 7 PM IN THE GRANGE MEETING ROOM 

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 a) Personnel Plan, Schedules A & B, 7:00 PM 

i. Move to place FY 2013 Schedules A & B of the Personnel Plan, as proposed by the Personnel  
 Board, on the Annual Town Meeting warrant VOTE: 
ii. Further to the recommendation of the Personnel Board, move to approve the job descriptions for  
  the Information Systems Coordinator and the IT Support Technician, dated 02/29/12 VOTE: 

b) Proposed Right-to-Farm Bylaw, 7:15 PM 
Further to the recommendation of the Agricultural Commission, move to place adoption of the Right 
 to Farm bylaw on the Annual Town Meeting warrant VOTE: 

5. APPOINTMENTS  
a) Thomas Garmon, DPW Director, proposed recommendations for FY 13 Transfer Station fees and  

Rules & Regulations  VOTE: 
b) Jennifer Benson, State Representative, 37th Middlesex District and James Eldridge, State Senator, 

 Middlesex & Worcester District 
c) Regional School Study Committee 
d) Citizens’ concerns  

6. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, February 6, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Executive session, February 27, 2012 (BoS Contract Negotiating Team) ACCEPT & POF 

7. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

8. OLD BUSINESS 
a) FY 13 Budget 
b) Annual/Special Town Meeting  
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9. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Request of Boxborough Conservation Trust to serve wine and beer at BCTrust’s Annual Meeting 
 Move to authorize the Boxborough Conservation Trust to serve beer and wine at its 2012 Annual 
 meeting, being held at the Sargent Memorial Library on March 31, 2012, subject to the conditions  
 specified on the application, and further, to waive the fee.  VOTE: 
b) Reserve Fund Transfer Request – Police Dept Repair and Maintenance - Vehicles  

Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $2399.00 from the 
 Reserve Fund to account #01-210-5200-5246 (Police Dept Repair and Maintenance – Vehicles) VOTE: 

10. CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

11. PRESS TIME 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Move to adjourn to executive session to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with 
non-union personnel (Police Chief) as well as to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining 
(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200 and Boxborough Professional Firefighters Association,  ROLL CALL 
 Local 4601), and to adjourn immediately thereafter VOTE: 
 
NB: Chair shall state: “An open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Board” 

13. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

14 ADJOURN 
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Overview
Charge of the Committee and Membership
Governance Issues
Analysis of Educational Impacts
Analysis of Administrative Impacts
Financial Analysis and Preliminary Results
Draft Warrant Article

2



Charge of the Committee
Consideration of the viability of expanding the 
current District to include grades pre‐K through 12
Research and evaluate possible amendments to the 
current Regional Agreement (with and without full 
regionalization)
Report back to Regional School Committee 
Membership:

Mac Reid and Peter Ashton (co‐chairs)
Xuan Kong and Adria Cohen (Acton)
Mary Brolin and Kristin Hilberg (Boxborough)
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Demographics
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2001‐2023

Combined Acton Boxborough
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Governance Issues
Budget/Assessments

Percentage of towns' budgets to schools

Allocation of transportation costs

Current debt

5

Governance Issues
Regional Buy‐In:

Current buildings
Debt

Facilities
Own or lease

Construction/Renovation Costs
Each town responsible for town buildings
Boxborough 5% discount
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Governance Issues
Location of Students

Guarantee of hometown school
Special Education
Special educational & extra‐curricular programs

Parent options
Equal access in Acton
Transportation responsibility

Community Education
Integration of Boxborough programs

7

Analysis of Educational Impacts
Interviewed administrators, teachers, union 
representatives
Perceived benefits of regionalization:

Shared curriculum efforts will reach more students
Enhanced professional development opportunities
Greater efficiency and enhanced services for special 
education in both towns
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Analysis of Educational Impacts
Perceived benefits of regionalization (cont.):

Greater efficiency in obtaining resources  (e.g., 
textbooks)
Expanded collaboration with administrative and 
instructional personnel
Increased flexibility, ability to maintain, enhance 
programs

9

Analysis of Educational Impacts
“Hesitations” with regard to regionalization:

Impact on individual school identities
Longer distances by bus to school for some
Possible changes to Blanchard’s music, chorus, band 
programs
Possible changes in class sizes and number of 
specialists 
Implications for contractual changes
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Administrative: Current Structure
Full regionalization will simplify governance and 
structure

Currently three school districts with three school 
committees
Distinct student record, human resource, and financial 
management systems
Duplicative regulatory reporting effort

11

Administrative: Full Regionalization
Full Regionalization enables better service 
delivery in a more cost effective manner

Streamlined operations and organization
More coherent learning experience for students
More transparent financial reporting
More consistent benefit management for employees
Simplified inter‐governmental relationship
Improved parent‐guardian interaction with schools

12



Administrative: Study Process
Met with both superintendents to review current 
administrative structures
Interviewed all department heads at district level
Examined impact on elementary schools at building level
Reviewed interview results with two superintendents 
together to receive further feedback
Surveyed other regional school district organization 
structures
Brainstormed with members of study committee

13

Administrative: Study Outcome

14

Summary of Impacts and Potential Savings with Full 
Regional Organization:

Estimated savings = $150,000 

Department Add FTE Lose FTE Net FTE
Superintendent -                (2.40)           (2.40)           
Curriculum 1.00              (0.20)           0.80            
Finance* 0.25              (1.50)           (1.25)           
Pupil Services 0.40              (0.50)           (0.10)           
Educational Technology 0.50              -             0.50            
Municipal Staff -                (1.00)           (1.00)           
Elementary Staff Support 1.50              -             1.50            
Transportation
Community Education

TOTAL 3.65              (5.60)           (1.95)           

* Budget analyst position included in FY13 and therefore not included here

Contract savings nets out against additional bus lease costs
Integration of Boxborough w ith Acton could save 1 FTE



Financial Analysis and Preliminary 
Results

Analyzed two cases: “Base Case” – status quo
“Full Regionalization:” pre‐K thru 12

Difference between the two reflects potential savings
Developed 5 year projections of budgets and revenues
Analyzed FY11 and FY12 budget and revenue data; used 
FY13 as starting point for comparative analysis
Base Case follows budgets and expected revenue 
amounts and calculates costs to Acton and Boxborough

15

Financial Analysis and Preliminary 
Results

In the Regionalization case, we:
Identified savings from changed administrative structure 
(~$150,000)
Identified additional transportation revenues from the state 
using conservative assumptions (~$520,000)
Identified savings in Acton municipal and Boxborough 
municipal budgets of certain administrative costs (~$60,000)
Projected a decline in Boxborough choice revenue as program 
is assumed to be phased out over seven years (~$25,000/yr.)
Projected a shift of APS retirees’ HI costs from APS budget to 
municipal budget as required by law 
Projected no change in current academic environment
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Financial Analysis and Preliminary 
Results

Preliminary results have identified cost savings and 
potential additional revenue of approximately $695,000 
per year in the full regionalization case
Further shift toward Acton of total enrollment (84% vs. 
82% using three year average)
Under current agreement regionalization leads to 
higher costs in Acton, very significant savings in 
Boxborough
Based on our preliminary conclusions, if both 
communities are to participate in savings, some 
adjustment to the regional agreement would be 
necessary
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Sense of Town Meeting – Warrant 
Article

It is the sense of Town Meeting that the ActonIt is the sense of Town Meeting that the Acton‐‐
Boxborough Regional School Committee direct the Boxborough Regional School Committee direct the 
Regional School District Study Committee to draft a Regional School District Study Committee to draft a 
regional agreement between Acton and Boxborough that regional agreement between Acton and Boxborough that 
would include grades prewould include grades pre‐‐kindergarten through 12 for kindergarten through 12 for 
approval at 2013 annual town meeting,approval at 2013 annual town meeting,
or take any other action relative thereto.or take any other action relative thereto.
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Town Meeting – May 9, 2011 
To Counsel 

1

 

 
BOXBOROUGH SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

 
To either of the Constables of the Town of Boxborough, Greetings: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify all residents of the Town 
of Boxborough, who shall be qualified to vote in accord with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 51, Section 1, to 
meet at the Blanchard Memorial School, 493 Massachusetts Avenue, Boxborough, MA on Monday, May 14, 
2012 at 7:00 p.m. to act on Article 1 of this Special Town Meeting Warrant.  
 
 
 

ARTICLE 1 AMEND FY 2012 OPERATING BUDGET 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, or appropriate from available funds, an additional sum of money in 
the amount of Fifteen Thousand One Hundred and Seventy-Six ($15,176) to defray the necessary expenses of the 
Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical School District (the “District”) for the District’s 2012 fiscal year, 
bringing the total appropriation from the Town for the District’s 2012 fiscal year to $; or to take any other action 
relative thereto.  
 

Summary 
This article requests additional funds for fiscal year 2012 (July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012) for the Minuteman 
Regional Vocational Technical School District Assessment pursuant to an Amended Budget voted by the 
Minuteman School Committee on March 13, 2012.  The Amended Budget was required due to unforeseen, 
emergency renovations to the Trades Hall section of the school building and water service improvements required 
to address code issues. 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 
 

BOXBOROUGH ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
 
 
To either of the Constables of the Town of Boxborough, Greetings: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby required to notify all residents of the Town 
of Boxborough, who shall be qualified to vote in accord with the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 51, Section 1, to 
meet at the Blanchard Memorial School, 493 Massachusetts Avenue, Boxborough, MA on Monday, May 14, 
2012 at 7:00 p.m. to act on Articles 2 through 47 of this Annual Town Meeting Warrant.  
 
You are also required to notify all such residents of Boxborough to come to their polling place at Boxborough 
Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, Boxborough, on Monday the 21st day of May, 2012 at 7:00 a.m. for the Election of 
Town Officers pursuant to Article 1.  The polls will be open continuously until 8:00 p.m. when they shall be 
closed. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
In an effort to streamline Town Meeting and therefore make it more inviting to voters, the Board of Selectmen has 
decided to continue the use of the Consent Agenda.  This agenda speeds the passage of articles which the 
Selectmen feel, in consultation with Town Counsel, the Moderator and the Finance Committee, should generate 
no controversy and can be properly voted without debate. The purpose of the Consent Agenda is to allow motions 
under these articles to be acted upon as one unit and to be passed without debate. The selectmen have voted 
unanimously (5 – 0) to recommend all those articles on the Consent Agenda (#42 through #47, inclusive). 
The articles to be taken up on the Consent Agenda are indicated by a double asterisk (**). 
 
THE CONSENT AGENDA WILL BE TAKEN UP AFTER CONSIDERATION OF ARTICLE 41.  
 
Please do your homework.  If you have any questions about the consent articles or procedure, please feel free to 
call the Town Administrator, at 978-263-1116, ext. 101 or send an e-mail to 
selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us before Town Meeting. 
 
At the call of the Consent Agenda, the Moderator will call out the numbers of the Articles, one by one.  If one or 
more voters object to any particular Article being included in the Consent Agenda, they should say the word 
“Hold” in a loud voice when the number is called.  The Article will then be removed automatically from the 
Consent Agenda and restored to its original place in the Warrant, to be debated and voted upon in the usual 
manner.  After the calling of the individual items in the Consent Agenda, the Moderator will ask that all items 
remaining be passed AS A UNIT by the voters. 
 
Please carefully review the list of articles proposed for each Consent Item.  Complete summaries are found under 
each article printed in this warrant.  
 
Additionally, on this year’s warrant are three sense of the meeting motions, indicated by a double triangle.  
It is intended that these motions will be discussed at the beginning of the second night of Town Meeting. 
 



ARTICLE 1 CHOOSE TOWN OFFICERS 
(Majority vote required) 

One Moderator for a one-year term 
Two Board of Selectmen members, each for a three-year term 
One Board of Health member for a three-year term 
Two Library Trustees, each for a three-year term 
One Planning Board member for a three-year term 
One School Committee (Local and of the Region) member for a three-year term 
One Tax Collector, for a three-year term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 2 HEAR AND RECEIVE REPORTS 
(Majority vote required) 

To receive the reports of the Selectmen and other Town Officers, Agents and Committees as published in the 
2011 Annual Town Report, and further, to hear and receive the reports as presented at Annual Town Meeting; or 
take any other action relative thereto. 

The Board of Selectmen recommends unanimously (5 – 0). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 3  SET SALARIES AND COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS 
(Majority vote required) 
 
To see if the Town will vote to fix the salaries and compensation of various officials for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2012 as follows: 
 

Selectmen  $400.00 each member/year 
Board of Health  $166.67 each member/year 
Tax Collector $60,365.98/year 
Town Clerk  $40,747.04/year 
Constables  $3.00 each copy/warrant posted 
Planning Board Members  $109.00 each member/year 

 
or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ARTICLE 4  PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION PLAN CHANGES 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Classification of Positions (Schedule A) and Compensation of Positions 
(Schedule B); or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

Summary  
Schedules A and B have been revised to include the positions of IT Support Technician (at Grade 30) and 
Information Systems Coordinator (at Grade 60).  These positions are shared with the Blanchard Memorial School.  
The latter shared position has been in place since 2008.  The addition to the Town’s Schedules is a housekeeping 
item, and has been included to promote greater transparency.   The IT Support Technician is new, and will 
provide an additional 16-hours per week IT support to the Town and Blanchard Memorial School. The funding 
for these positions is split between use of cable funding on the Town side ($TBD) and through the school budget 
($TBD), the latter of which is appropriated through Article 9. 
 
Schedule B 
FY 2013 is a transition year, as the Personnel Board works to develop a newly considered Schedule B in FY 2014 
with ranges to be provided to employees based upon merit.  For FY 2013, the Personnel Board and Board of 
Selectmen have recommended revisions to Schedule B as follows: 
 
 Steps A through G remain at the same level as in the current year, i.e. FY 2012.  Consistent with the 

Personnel Bylaw, existing employees achieving an overall performance rating of “meets requirements” move 
up one step, which reflects an increase of 3.5% over the previous year. (New employees hired after January 1 
would not move to the next step until the following July 1, assuming an overall performance rating of “meets 
requirements”). 

 
 Those salaried and hourly employees on Step G in FY 2012, who achieve an overall performance rating of 

“meets requirements” will move to Step G+ in FY 2013.  Compensation for Step G+ reflects a 1.5% increase 
over FY 2012. 

  
 With the exception of the positions noted by highlighted text, compensation for positions on the Per Diem and 

Intermittent Schedule reflects a 1% increase over FY 2012.  The following positions in FY 13 reflect NO 
change over FY 2012: Registrar Chairperson, Clerk of Elections, Election Worker and Registrar Member; 
Fence Viewer and Field Driver; and Lead Counselor, Counselor, Counselor-in-Training, Intern (Town Hall), 
Library Page and Junior Library Page.  

  



ARTICLE 5 TO FUND MASSACHUSETTS COALITION OF POLICE, LOCAL 200, POLICE 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 

(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money to fund the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement dated July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2015, between the Town of Boxborough and the 
Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 6 TO FUND BOXBOROUGH PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, 

LOCAL 4601 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money to fund the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement dated July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2015, between the Town of Boxborough and the 
Boxborough Professional Firefighters Association, Local 4601; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 7 TO FUND MASSACHUSETTS COALITION OF POLICE, LOCAL 200A, DISPATCH 

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money to fund the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement dated July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2015, between the Town of Boxborough and the 
Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200A, Dispatch; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 8 TO FUND BOXBOROUGH TEACHERS ASSOCIATION COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING AGREEMENT 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money to fund the 
Collective Bargaining Agreement dated July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2015, between the Boxborough School 
Committee and the Boxborough Teachers Association; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ARTICLE 9 TOWN OPERATING BUDGET 
(Majority vote required) 

To see what sums of money the Town will raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, and/or borrow for 
the operations and expenses of the Town for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2012; or take any other action 
relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 10 SENSE OF THE MEETING – BOXBOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT/BLANCHARD 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE -  JOB SHARING,   

 K - 12 REGIONALIZATION WITH ACTON, NEITHER
 ΔΔ

 
(Non-binding vote) 

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following non-binding sense of the meeting resolution: 
 

It is the sense of the town meeting that the Boxborough School Committee continues to explore job-sharing 
opportunities for administrative/front office positions with the school district of another community. 
 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

Summary 
As presented to you at last year’s Town Meeting, the Boxborough School Committee is currently exploring 
changes to administrative structure of the Boxborough School District/Blanchard Elementary School.  The School 
Committee is assessing three models: 
 

(1)  Job sharing some of the administrative/front office positions with another community where any positions 
that are shared would be partially funded by the Boxborough School District; a Union School Committee 
would be created to oversee the shared positions.  The Boxborough School District would maintain 
control over all other aspects of its school district. 

(2)  Regionalizing with Acton from kindergarten through 12th grade.  Currently, we regionalize with Acton 
for 7th through 12th grade; this option would add in the kindergarten through 6th grades. 

(3)  The model that was in place for the 2009/2010 school year with the positions of 
Superintendent/Curriculum Director, Principal, Director of Pupil Services and a Business Manager  

 
 
The Boxborough School Committee would like to get a sense of Town Meeting’s support to… 



 
ARTICLE 11 ACTON BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOLS LOWER FIELDS 
(Two-thirds vote, if borrowing or stabilization fund)

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or otherwise provide the sum of TBD Thousand 
Dollars ($xxx,000), more or less, for the purpose of paying the Town’s proportional contribution for the Acton-
Boxborough Regional School’s Lower Fields Renovation Project; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
Insert Summary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 12 TRANSFER TO STABILIZATION FUND 
(Two-thirds vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of One Hundred Eight-Two Thousand Dollars ($182,000), more 
or less, from Free Cash to the Stabilization Fund; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 13 TRANSFER TO OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS (OPEB) TRUST FUND 
(List quantum required) 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000), more or less, 
from Free Cash to the OPEB Trust Fund; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

Summary 
On May 11, 2010, Town Meeting authorized the establishment of an OPEB Trust Fund to provide a mechanism 
for housing the monies to fund the actuarial liability for retiree benefits.  This transfer would enable the town to 
start funding that liability. 



 ARTICLE 14 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – HAGER WELL AND BLANCHARD 
MEMORIAL SCHOOL EMERGENCY GENERATORS 

(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow, or otherwise provide the sum of Sixty-Nine 
Thousand Dollars ($69,000), more or less, for the purpose of acquiring and installing an emergency generator at 
the Blanchard Memorial School and the Hager Well House; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Summary 
Briefly describe purpose, grant application and need for additional funding  

 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 15 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – DPW GENERATORS 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Fifty Thousand 
($50,000), more or less, for the purpose of acquiring and installing an emergency generator at the Department of 
Public Works facility to support the fuel tanks, operation of the liquid magnesium system and to supply 
emergency power to the building; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 



ARTICLE 16 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – DPW FIELD MOWER 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Fifty Thousand 
($50,000), more or less, for the purpose of acquiring a field mower for the Department of Public Works; or take 
any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 17  RECONFIGURATION OF TRANSFER STATION – FEASIBILITY STUDY  
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Eighteen 
Thousand Dollars ($18,000) more or less, for the purpose of conducting a feasibility study and developing 
preliminary engineering plans and a construction cost estimate for a reconfiguration of the Town’s Transfer 
Station; or take any other action relative thereto. 



ARTICLE 18 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS – TOWN HALL – EXTERIOR PAINTING 
(Majority vote required)  

To see if the Town will vote to provide the sum of TBD Thousand Dollars ($TBD), more or less, to scrape and 
paint the exterior of the older, west section of the town hall; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 

 
 
 
ARTICLE 19   TOWN HALL – ADDITIONAL PART-TIME STAFF 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Ten Thousand 
Four Hundred Dollars ($10,400) more or less, for the purpose of funding an additional part-time staff position at 
town hall to support the Tax Collector, Town Treasurer and town hall operations; or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
 
 
 
 



 
ARTICLE 20 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION – POLICE COMMAND VEHICLE  
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Thirty-Four 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($34,500), more or less, for the purpose of replacing the Police Chief’s 
Command Vehicle; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 21 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT – REFURBISH/REBUILD POLICE CRUISER  
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Thirteen 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($13,500), more or less, for the purpose of refurbishing and rebuilding a 2006 
marked police cruiser; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 22 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT – INSTALLATION OF CENTRAL AIR 

CONDITIONING AT FIRE STATION  
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000), more or less, for the purpose of installing air conditioning in the living quarters and 
office areas of the fire station; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

 

 
ARTICLE 23 CAPITAL EQUIPMENT ACQUISITION - EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMAND 

VEHICLE - FIRE DEPARTMENT  
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Fifty Thousand 
Dollars ($50,000), more or less, for the purpose of acquiring an emergency response command vehicle for the 
Fire Department; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 24 EMERGENCY MEDICAL DISPATCH – TRAINING, QUALITY ASSURANCE & 

RELATED SOFTWARE 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Fifteen Thousand 
Dollars ($15,000), more or less, for the purpose of providing training and acquiring quality assurance and related 
software for emergency medical dispatch; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 



 
ARTICLE 25 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT – REPLACE ROOF AT BLANCHARD MEMORIAL 

SCHOOL  
 (Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of One Hundred 
Eighty Thousand Dollars ($180,000), more or less, for the purpose of replacing the roof at the Blanchard 
Memorial School; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 26 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT – REPAIR MORTAR AND MASONRY AT 

BLANCHARD MEMORIAL SCHOOL  
 
 (Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Thirty Thousand 
Dollars ($30,000), more or less, for the purpose of repairing mortar and  masonry at the Blanchard Memorial 
School; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

 
 
 
ARTICLE 27 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS - BLANCHARD MEMORIAL SCHOOL – 

CLASSROOM CARPETING 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Fifteen Thousand 
Dollars ($15,000), more or less, for the purpose of removing and replacing classroom carpeting at the Blanchard 
Memorial School; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 28 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS - BLANCHARD MEMORIAL SCHOOL – 

GYMNASIUM AND LIBRARY LIGHTING 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Ten Thousand 
Three Hundred Dollars ($10,300), more or less, for the purpose of replacing the existing lighting in the 
gymnasium and library at the Blanchard Memorial School; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 29 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS - BLANCHARD MEMORIAL SCHOOL – SAFETY 

IMPROVEMENTS - PERIMETER FENCING AROUND PLAYING FIELDS 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000), more or less, for the purpose of installing fencing around the perimeter of the 
playing fields at the Blanchard Memorial School; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 30 CAPITAL ACQUISITION – TWO WAY RADIOS - BLANCHARD MEMORIAL 

SCHOOL  
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Six Thousand 
Three Hundred Dollars ($6,300), more or less, for the purpose of acquiring two-way radios for the Blanchard 
Memorial School; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 



ARTICLE 31 BILL OF A PRIOR FISCAL YEAR 
(Four-fifths vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow, or otherwise provide the sum of Five Thousand 
Two Hundred Fifteen Dollars and twenty-five cents ($5,215.25), more or less, for the purpose of paying 
Massachusetts Teachers’ Retirement System (MTRS) for outstanding amounts owed; or take any other action 
relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 32 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS – SARGENT MEMORIAL LIBRARY - PAINTING 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Twenty 
Thousand ($20,000), more or less, for the purpose of power washing and painting the exterior of the Sargent 
Memorial Library; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

The Library Board of Trustees recommends unanimously. 
The Library Trustees unanimously recommend this expenditure.  The building was last painted in the Fall of 
2004.  The paint has peeled in many areas; it has mildew and is need of new caulk in joints.   
 
Please attend Town Meeting and vote in favor of this article to maintain our Library and keep it a source of Town 
pride. [Supplied by Trustees – confirm with Counsel that this is ok] 
 



ARTICLE 33  PLANNING BOARD – TOWN BUILD-OUT ANALYSIS 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($10,000), more or less, for the purpose of conducting a town-wide build-out analysis to estimate potential 
future housing units and commercial development under current zoning and alternative futures to model the 
different amount, location, and type of development that might result from changes to that zoning; or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
 

Explanation 
A build-out analysis provides critical information for town officials to plan for the provision of efficient 
community services to meet future demands and needs.  It is also useful for town residents in determining what 
kind of community they want for the future.  Additionally, a build-out analysis is required to update the Town’s 
Master Plan, Open Space & Recreation Plan, and Housing Production Plan.  All three of these plans are required 
by the State and are currently expired.  This status makes the Town ineligible for many State grants.   
 
In 2000, a build-out analysis was done as part of the Master Plan process.  Based on that build-out analysis the 
population was projected to be 6,285 in 2010 and 7,397 in 2020 with another 700 households added over the next 
20 years.  This projected build-out never happened.  According to the 2000 Census, the Town’s population was 
4,868 with 1,900 households.  The 2010 Census has the Town’s population at 4,996 with 2,073 households.  
There are likely many factors that contributed to this discrepancy, but it is believed the biggest issue was the level 
of mapping for potentially developable property and the inability to factor out environmental constraints.   
 
The tools used today to conduct a build-out analysis are substantially different from the previous build-out studies 
in two ways: first, it considers the potential for reuse or infill development on previously developed sites (which 
was not included in the circa 2000 build-out studies); and second, it allows for the rapid creation of multiple 
“alternative futures” for the town that might result from changes to zoning bylaws or other regulations.  
Additionally with more accurate GIS mapping and aerial photography property physical constraints can be 
analyzed more accurately and provide for a higher level of potential build-out accuracy.   
 
The build-out will estimate potential future housing units and commercial development under current zoning.  
Potential housing units will be characterized by type and affordability, where possible.  
 

The Planning Board recommends unanimously. 



ARTICLE 34  CONSERVATION TRUST FUND 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or borrow or otherwise provide the sum of Five Thousand 
($5,000), more or less, said sum to be transferred to the Town’s Conservation Trust Fund; or take any other action 
relative thereto. 
  
Summary 
 
The appropriation in intended to fund anticipated capital needs related to conservation of land in Boxborough. 
  
Justification and Need 
 
1.   The Conservation Trust Fund was established under the Conservation Commission Act in 1957 and is 

intended to provide funds for the following purposes: 
  

• Purchase of Land 

• Capital Improvement of Land 

• Expenses related to land purchase such as appraisals, title searches etc. 

• Improvement of conservation land. 

• Monitoring of Conservation restrictions. 

• Cost of preparing open space plans and maps. 

 
2.   The Conservation Trust Fund currently has an unencumbered funds balance of approximately $26,000.  An 

estimated working balance of $30,000 is proposed in order to adequately meet the anticipated expenses. 
 
3.       The Conservation Trust Fund has incurred the following expenses/encumbrances in 2011: 

  
• $4,060 for a botanical inventory survey at Rolling Meadows. 
• $860 for property boundary survey at Flerra Meadows.  

 
4.       The Conservation Trust Fund has the following upcoming anticipated expenses: 

  
• Review of Land Acquisition Opportunities - There are a number of parcels (both in and out of 

Chapter) that may be offered to the Town.  Typical due diligence for review of acquisition 
opportunities (before bringing a potential acquisition to Town Meeting) incurs costs on the order of 
$10,000 for appraisals, title searches, and engineering and/or environmental review.  

 
• Control of Invasive Plants on Conservation Land - Implementation of invasive control plans will 

involve the cost of contracted labor and equipment that is beyond routine operations and maintenance. 
 

• Improve the Monitoring of Conservation Restrictions - Preparation and recording of baseline 
documentation will involve the cost of contracted consultant services. 

 
 

Background Information 
 
1.   From 1990 to 1999 Town Meeting appropriated an average of $5,000/year to the Conservation Trust Fund.  
 
2.   There was one appropriation of $15,000 to “replenish” the fund in 2000.   



 
3.   Last year’s (2011) ATM approved an appropriation of $5000. 
 
4.   Routine operations and maintenance are funded separately at approximately $1000 per year. 
 
5.   Other sources of funds available to the Conservation Commission such as state and town filing fees are 

limited to covering expenses associated with reviewing and protecting wetland resource areas and land with 
wetlands interests. The Conservation Trust Fund may be directed toward broader range Conservation land 
interests independent of wetland resource protection. 
  

Arguments in Favor of a $5,000 appropriation to the Conservation Trust Fund: 
 
1.   Providing this appropriation to the Conservation Trust Fund is consistent with the Town’s current Capital 

Planning efforts and objectives. 
 
2.   The Conservation Trust Fund provides an immediate and dedicated source of money to pay for anticipated 

needs, and avoids the need for ad hoc funding out the town’s annual operating budget. 
 
Arguments Against a $5,000 appropriation to the Conservation Trust Fund: 
 
1.   The anticipated expenses are uncertain, and should be considered and paid as the needs arise. 
  
 
The Conservation Commission recommends (6 – 0). 
 
 
The Board of Selectmen (does/does not) recommend (x – x). 
The Board of Selectmen………… 
 
 
The Finance Committee (does/does) not recommend (x – x). 
The majority of FinCom ……. If approved, this article will be paid out of free cash. 
 



ARTICLE 35 LEASE OF U.C.C. FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR COMMUNITY CENTER 
(Majority vote required) 

 
 
 
ARTICLE 36  RIGHT TO FARM BYLAW 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to adopt a general bylaw, Right to Farm Bylaw, as worded below; or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
 
RIGHT TO FARM BYLAW 
 
Section 1          Legislative Purpose and Intent 
 
The purpose and intent of this Bylaw is to state with emphasis the Right to Farm accorded to all citizens of the 
Commonwealth under Article 97, of the Constitution, and all state statutes and regulations thereunder including 
but not limited to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 3, Paragraph 1; Chapter 90, Section 9, 
Chapter 111, Section 125A and Chapter 128 Section 1A. We the citizens of Boxborough restate and republish 
these rights pursuant to the Town’s authority conferred by Article 89 of the Articles of Amendment of the 
Massachusetts Constitution (“Home Rule Amendment”). 
 
This General Bylaw encourages the pursuit of agriculture, promotes agriculture-based economic opportunities, and 
protects farmlands within the Town of Boxborough by allowing agricultural uses and related activities to function 
with minimal conflict with abutters and Town agencies.  This Bylaw shall apply to all jurisdictional areas within 
the Town. 
 
Section 2        Definitions 
 
The word "farm" shall include any parcel or contiguous parcels of land, or water bodies used for the primary 
purpose of commercial agriculture, or accessory thereto. 
 
The words "farming" or “agriculture" or their derivatives shall include, but not be limited to the following: 
 

• farming in all its branches and the cultivation and tillage of the soil; 
 

• dairying; 
 

• production, cultivation, growing, and harvesting of any agricultural, aquacultural, floricultural, viticultural, 
or horticultural commodities; 

• growing and harvesting of forest products upon forest land, and any other forestry or lumbering 
operations; 

• raising of livestock including horses; 
 

• keeping of horses as a commercial enterprise; and 
 

• keeping and raising of poultry, swine, cattle, ratites (such as emus, ostriches and rheas) and camelids (such 
as llamas and camels), and other domesticated animals for food and other agricultural purposes, including 
bees and fur-bearing animals. 



 
“Farming” shall encompass activities including, but not limited to, the following: 

• operation and transportation of slow-moving farm equipment over roads within the Town; 
• control of pests, including, but not limited to, insects, weeds, predators and disease organism of plants and 

animals; 
• application of manure, fertilizers and pesticides; 

 
• conducting agriculture-related educational and farm-based recreational activities, including agri-tourism, 

provided that the activities are related to marketing the agricultural output or services of the farm; 
• processing and packaging of the agricultural output of the farm and the operation of a farmer's market or 

farm stand including signage thereto; 
• maintenance, repair, or storage of seasonal equipment, or apparatus owned or leased by the farm owner or 

manager used expressly for the purpose of propagation, processing, management, or sale of the 
agricultural products; and 

• on-farm relocation of earth and the clearing of ground for farming operations. 
 
Section 3        Right To Farm Declaration 
 
The Right to Farm is hereby recognized to exist within the Town of Boxborough. The above-described 
agricultural activities may occur on holidays, weekdays, and weekends by night or day and shall include the 
attendant incidental noise, odors, dust, and fumes associated with normally accepted agricultural practices. It is 
hereby determined that whatever impact may be caused to others through the normal practice of agriculture is 
more than offset by the benefits of farming to the neighborhood, community, and society in general. The benefits 
and protections of this Bylaw are intended to apply exclusively to those commercial agricultural and farming 
operations and activities conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural practices. Moreover, 
nothing in this Bylaw shall be deemed as acquiring any interest in land, or as imposing any land use regulation, 
which is properly the subject of state statute, regulation, or local zoning law. 
 

Section 4        Disclosure Notification 
 
Not later than 21 days after the purchase and sale contract is entered into, or prior to the sale or exchange of real 
property if no purchase and sale agreement exists, for the purchase or exchange of real property, or prior to the 
acquisition of a leasehold interest or other possessory interest in real property, located in the Town of Boxborough, 
the landowner shall present the buyer or occupant with a disclosure notification which states the following: 

 
“It is the policy of this community to conserve, protect and encourage the maintenance and 
improvement of agricultural land for the production of food, and other agricultural products, 
and also for its natural and ecological value.  This disclosure notification is to inform buyers or 
occupants that the property they are about to acquire or occupy lies within a town where 
farming activities occur.  Such farming activities may include, but are not limited to, activities 
that cause noise, dust and odors.  Buyers or occupants are also informed that the location of 
property within the Town may be impacted by commercial agricultural operations including 
the ability to access water services for such property under certain circumstances.” 

 
A copy of the disclosure notification shall be given on a form prepared by the Town and shall be signed by the 
landowner prior to the sale, purchase, exchange or occupancy of such real property. A copy of the disclosure 
notification must be filed with the Board of Selectmen or its designee prior to the sale, purchase, exchange or 
occupancy of such real property. In addition to the above, a copy of this disclosure notification shall be provided 
by the Town to landowners each fiscal year by mail in the Town census and in one or more of the following forms: 
annual report, official Town website, transfer station, or library. 
A violation of Section 4 shall be subject to a fine of $300 and shall be enforced by the Board of Selectmen or its 
designee.  The Town is authorized to enforce Section 4 under the non-criminal disposition provision of G.L. c. 40, 
§ 21D. 



 
There shall be maintained on roadways at town borders signage stating that Boxborough is a Right to Farm 
community. 
 
Section 5        Resolution of Disputes 
 
Any person who seeks to complain about the operation of a farm may, notwithstanding pursuing any other 
available remedy, file a grievance with the Board of Selectmen, the Code Administration Officer, or the Board of 
Health, depending upon the nature of the grievance.  The filing of the grievance does not suspend the time within 
which to pursue any other available remedies that the aggrieved may have.  The Code Administration Officer or 
Board of Selectmen may forward a copy of the grievance to the Agricultural Commission or its agent, which shall 
review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its recommendations to the referring Town 
authority within an agreed upon time frame. 
 
The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or public health risk, may forward a copy of the 
grievance to the Agricultural Commission or its agent, which shall review and facilitate the resolution of the 
grievance, and report its recommendations to the Board of Health within an agreed upon time frame. 
 
Section 6        Severability Clause 
 
The provisions of this bylaw are hereby declared to be severable. If any provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause, 
of this bylaw or the application thereof to any person, establishment, or circumstances shall be held invalid, such 
invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or application of this bylaw. 
 



ARTICLE 37 ZONING BYLAW AMENDMENT  – AMEND SECTION 2100 DEFINITIONS AND 
SECTION 4003(4) TABLE OF USES BUSINESS/INDUSTRIAL USES 

(Two-thirds vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Boxborough Zoning Bylaw Section 2100 Definitions, by adding the 
definition of “Landscaping Services” and “Landscaping Contractors” and to renumber the remaining definitions 
accordingly throughout the Zoning Bylaw, and to amend Section 4003(4) Table of Uses Business/Industrial Uses 
as follows:  
 
Landscaping Services:  A business for the purpose of landscaping, snow removal and yard maintenance, such as 
grass cutting, leaf removal, and the care of planting beds, as well as the installation of plants, planting beds, at-
grade walks and small landscape features.  The business utilizes lawn mowers, snow blowers and other light 
equipment.  There may be small displays of materials for review by customers, but there is no storage or 
distribution of bulk material at the site. 
 
Landscaping Contractors:  A business for the purpose of large scale site grading and clearing as well as all other 
Landscaping Service uses.  The business utilizes heavy equipment and may store and/or distribute bulk materials 
at the site.   
 
 
4003(4)  BUSINESS/INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 
 USES (Continued)    AR R1 B B1 OP TC IC  
Landscaping Services 
 

Y19 N Y Y SP Y19 Y 

Landscaping Contractors 
 

N N SP SP SP N Y 

        
FOOTNOTES 
 
19  See Section 4102 

 
 
 



ARTICLE 38 ACQUISITION OF SIDEWALK EASEMENT  
(Two-thirds vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by eminent domain, or otherwise, an 
easement for sidewalk purposes as shown on a plan entitled Easement Exhibit, #709 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Boxborough, Massachusetts, dated 3/31/11 and prepared by Goldsmith, Prest & Ringwall, Inc.; or take any other 
action relative thereto. 

Need to add new plan reference 

Summary 
There has been a significant increase in pedestrian traffic along Massachusetts Avenue (Route 111) with the 
development of the 48 residential units in Boxborough Meadows and the sidewalk between Stow Road and the  
Blanchard Elementary School.  Now that the trail between the School and the Library is complete, it is highly 
likely that there will be even more pedestrian traffic.  Additionally, a significant number of children cross 
Massachusetts Avenue in two locations: at Middle Road, in order to get to Flerra Field, and at Loring Avenue to 
reach the shopping plaza.    
 
The Town has received a permit extension from MassDoT for the installation of crosswalks in both of these 
locations.  As part of the Planning Board’s effort for safe pedestrian walkways along Massachusetts Avenue, the 
Board will be working with the Selectmen and the Department of Public Works on the installation of the two 
crosswalks and a new sidewalk along Middle Road to the Town Hall.  To accommodate the sidewalk at the 
northeast corner of Massachusetts Avenue and Middle Road, the property owners have offered to gift to the Town 
an easement.   The Planning Board is supportive of this warrant article and thankful that the property owners have 
offered the easement. 
 
Town Meeting authorized the acquisition of this easement in 2011.  However, [add explanation re: need to take by 
eminent domain] 
 
 



ARTICLE 39 REVOLVING FUND – FIELD PERMITTING FEES  
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of MGL c. 44, § 53E1/2 to authorize a revolving fund for 
purposes of receiving fees from the permitting of town fields and paying expenses directly attributable to the 
management and care of those fields and the administration of the permitting up to Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($20,000), to be under the direction of the Town Administrator who shall approve all such expenditure; and 
further to provide that the monies remaining in the fund at the end of fiscal year 2013 be carried over into fiscal 
year 2014 to pay for expenses not yet completed; or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 40 SENSE OF THE MEETING – RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PASSAGE OF A 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT DEFINING RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUAL 

PERSONS 
ΔΔ## 

- SUBMITTED BY FRANCES NOLDE 
(Non-binding vote) 

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following non-binding sense of the meeting resolution which was 
submitted by petition: 
 
 It is the sense of the town meeting that the Board of Selectmen sends a letter to our Congressional Delegation 

in Washington to support passage of a Constitutional Amendment to be returned to the states for ratification 
 
Or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

Summary from FN??? 
 
 

ARTICLE 41 TOWN VOTING – BALLOT – MONDAY TOWN HALL FOLLOWING TOWN 
MEETING FOLLOWING WEEK

## - SUBMITTED BY PHILIP KICELEMOS 
 
To see if the Town will vote that all town registered voters shall be provided the opportunity to vote on each 
warrant article requiring funds from the following sources, free cash, the general fund or funds voted on any 
article voted at the town meeting prior to this voting date regardless of the amount.  Voting cam only be done on 
that Monday during times indicated and properly posted.  All votes will be counted and vote count made public 
after the voting date.  These votes taken that date supercede votes taken at previous town meeting. 
 
Or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

Summary from PK??? 



 
 
 
  
ARTICLE 42 CLOSE OUT OLD ARTICLES** 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer to the General Fund the unexpended balance of monies in the amount of 
TBD Dollars ($TBD), more or less, as voted by past Town Meetings, or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
The articles to be closed are indicated below: 
 
 

Article #  Description Amount 
Article   May (ATM)   

  
Article   May  (ATM)   

  
Article May  (ATM)    

 Total:  
 
 



 
 
ARTICLE 43 ROAD ACCEPTANCE – HUGHES LANE** 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will accept as a public way the following street or portion thereof, as laid out by the Board of 
Selectmen according to a plan on file with the Town Clerk and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to take the fee 
or easement in said street by eminent domain or otherwise, including easements for drainage, utility or other 
purposes where shown on said plan or described in the Order of Layout: 
 
 Hughes Lane   
 
The metes and bounds description of Hughes Lane are as follows: 
 

See Exhibit A attached hereto 
 
The parcel herein described is shown as Hughes Lane on a plan entitled, “Fair Oaks Park, Definitive Subdivision 
of Land in Boxborough, Massachusetts”, Prepared for: Landwest Development, LLC, Date: September, 2002, 
Revised March, 2003, May 28, 2003 and July 29, 2003, recorded on March 8, 2004 as Plan No. 218 of 2004. 
 
Subject to and together with easements and restrictions of record insofar as the same may be still in force and 
applicable. 
 
And to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire, by purchase, eminent domain, gift or otherwise, for highway 
purposes, the fee or any lesser interests, as well as easements for drainage, utility, sidewalk, slope and otherwise, 
in any lands that may be necessary for said Town way; and to determine whether the Town will appropriate 
money therefor to be provided by taxation, by appropriation from available general funds, by borrowing under the 
provisions of Chapter 44 of the General Laws or otherwise or take any action relative thereto. 
 
The easements conveyed are described as follows: 
 

1. The perpetual right and construction easement over, under and upon that certain strip of land forty (40’) 
feet wide situated adjacent to and parallel with Hughes Lane, on the above referenced plan,  for the 
purpose of accommodating completion and maintenance of the subdivision roadway and drainage system, 
including but not limited to, drainage structures and facilities, lot grading, easement monumenting, and 
loaming and seeding.  Without limiting the generality hereof, said easement includes the right to perform 
grading, and to deposit fill and other material necessary for the construction, drainage, support, and 
maintenance of said Hughes Lane and includes the right to enter upon said areas with materials, vehicles 
and equipment in order to effectuate this easement.   
 

2. The perpetual right and easement over, under and upon that portion of land being shown as   “50’ Wide 
Drainage and Sidewalk Easement” over a portion of Lot BZ on the above referenced plan, for the purpose 
of installing, constructing, and maintaining drainage facilities of all types and kinds and for the purpose of 
the construction, reconstruction and maintenance of  sidewalks.  Without limiting the provisions hereof, 
said grant of easement includes the right to enter onto said Lot BZ, with any and all material and 
equipment necessary to effectuate this easement, the right to install, construct and maintain any and all 
drainage facilities, and the right to pass and repass over the sidewalks once constructed, within the 
easement area that may be necessary to effectuate the easement.  If the Grantee exercises any rights under 
this reservation, then, the Grantee shall reasonably restore the disturbed premises to the approximate 
condition then in existence prior to the exercise of any rights herein.    Said Easement Area is more 
particularly described as Easement A on Exhibit B attached hereto. 

   
3. The perpetual right and construction easement over, under and upon that certain strip of land situated 

adjacent to and parallel with the northeasterly boundary of Lot 8 with Lot BZ and being shown as 



“Drainage and Public Access Easement”, on the above referenced plan, for the purpose of installing, 
constructing and maintaining drainage facilities of all types and kinds, together with the right to enter 
onto the easement area by foot or with vehicles and machinery, for the purpose of access and maintaining 
the drainage facilities and detention basin situated within the “Drainage and Public Access Easement” 
area on said Lot BZ, and for the purpose of access, by foot only, to Parcel C as shown on the Plan.  Said 
Easement Area is more particularly described as Easement B on Exhibit B attached hereto. 

 
4. The perpetual right and construction easement over, under and upon that certain strip of land situated 

adjacent to and parallel with the northeasterly boundary of Lot 8 with Lot BZ and being shown as 
“Drainage and Public Access Easement”, on the above referenced plan, for the purpose of installing, 
constructing and maintaining drainage facilities of all types and kinds, together with the right to enter 
onto the easement area by foot or with vehicles and machinery, for the purpose of access and maintaining 
the drainage facilities and detention basin situated within the “Drainage and Public Access Easement” 
area on said Lot 8, and for the purpose of access, by foot only, to Parcel C as shown on the Plan.  Said 
Easement Area is more particularly described as Easement C on Exhibit B attached hereto 

 
5. The perpetual right and construction easement over, under and upon that certain strip of land on Lot 5A 

being shown as “Drainage and Public Access Easement”, on a plan entitled, Plan of Land, Hughes Lane, 
Boxborough, Massachusetts” Prepared for: Landwest Development, LLC, 148 Park Street, No. Reading, 
MA 01864, dated February 1, 2005, and recorded with the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds as 
Plan No. 401 of 2005, for the purpose of installing, constructing and maintaining drainage facilities of all 
types and kinds, together with the right to enter onto the easement area by foot or with vehicles and 
machinery, for the purpose of access and maintaining the drainage facilities and detention basin situated 
within the “Drainage and Public Access Easement” area on said Lot 8, 5A, and for the purpose of access, 
by foot only, to Parcel C as shown on the Plan.  The Easement Area is also shown on the above first 
referenced plan.  Said Easement Area is more particularly described as Easement D on Exhibit B attached 
hereto. 

 
1. The perpetual right and construction easement over, under and upon that certain strip of land on Lot 5A 

being shown as “Access Easement”, on a plan entitled “Easement Plan, Lots 5A & 6A, Hughes Lane, 
Boxborough, Massachusetts, Prepared for: Landwest Development, LLC, 148 Park Street., No. Reading, 
MA 01864, Scale: 1 inch = 60 feet, Date: July 7, 2005, and recorded with the Middlesex South District 
Registry of Deeds as Plan No. 1057 of 2005, the above referenced plan, for the purpose of installing, 
constructing and maintaining drainage facilities of all types and kinds, together with the right to enter 
onto the easement area by foot or with vehicles and machinery, for the purpose of access and maintaining 
the drainage facilities and detention basin situated within the “Access Easement” area on said Lot 8, 5A, 
and for the purpose of access, by foot only, to Parcel C as shown on the Plan.   Said Easement Area is 
more particularly described as Easement E on Exhibit B attached hereto. 
 

6. The perpetual right and easement over, under and upon that portion of land being shown as   “50’ Wide 
Drainage and Sidewalk Easement” over a portion of Lot 1 on the above first referenced plan, for the 
purpose of installing, constructing, and maintaining drainage facilities of all types and kinds and for the 
purpose of the construction, reconstruction and maintenance of  sidewalks.  Without limiting the 
provisions hereof, said grant of easement includes the right to enter onto said Lot 1, with any and all 
material and equipment necessary to effectuate this easement, the right to install, construct and maintain 
any and all drainage facilities, and the right to pass and repass over the sidewalks once constructed, within 
the easement area that may be necessary to effectuate the easement.  If the Grantee exercises any rights 
under this reservation, then, the Grantee shall reasonably restore the disturbed premises to the 
approximate condition then in existence prior to the exercise of any rights herein.    Said Easement Area is 
more particularly described as Easement A on Exhibit F attached hereto. 

 
All installation, maintenance, use, repair, replacement and removal hereby authorized shall be done in such a 
manner as not to interfere unreasonably with the surface or aerial uses of said Easement Area.  Whenever any 



surface is disturbed by authority of this instrument, it shall be restored with reasonable promptness to substantially 
its condition prior to such disturbance. 
 



ARTICLE 44 PERSONAL REAL ESTATE EXEMPTIONS** 
 (Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to accept Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1986 as amended by Chapter 126 of the Acts of 
1988, providing for an increase of up to 100% of the underlying statutory amount in certain property tax 
exemptions for qualifying senior citizens, disabled veterans, and other individuals; or take any other action 
relative thereto. 

Summary 
Under this annual optional exemption provision, a city or town may accept the new law each year by vote of the 
local appropriating authority, which is defined as a majority vote at town meeting.  
 
“Other individuals” includes surviving spouse, surviving spouse minor children, blind persons, service persons 
injured in combat, police & firefighter killed in line of duty.  
 
 Anyone with questions or who might wish to take advantage of these tax exemptions should contact the Town 
Assessor, Duane Adams, at 263-1116, Ext. 109 or by e-mail to: duane.adams@town.boxborough.ma.us. 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 45 CHAPTER 90 HIGHWAY REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM** 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept Highway funds from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and that such funds are hereby appropriated for the purpose of providing 
highway improvements under the authority of Chapter 90 of the general laws, and any other applicable laws; or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 46 GIS ASSESSOR MAPS REVOLVING FUND** 
(Majority vote required) 

To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53E and 1/2 to authorize a 
revolving fund for purposes of receiving fees collected from the Planning Board for applications to modify 
existing parcel boundaries and/or the creation of new parcels and copying fees charged to applicant, and that all 
such fees be deposited in said fund to pay for costs up to Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) associated with the 
updating of the GIS Assessor maps and related expenses, to be under the direction of the Town Administrator, 
who shall approve all such expenditure; and further to provide that in the event that the revolving fund is 
reauthorized for FY 2009, the monies remaining in the fund at the end of the fiscal year 2008 may be carried over 
into fiscal year 2009 to pay for expenses not yet completed; or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
 
 



ARTICLE 47 DEPARTMENTAL REVOLVING FUNDS RE-AUTHORIZATION** 
(Majority vote required) 

 
To see if the Town will vote to reauthorize revolving accounts previously established by vote of the Town under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, 
Section 53E ½, for the following purposes: electrical inspection fees; plumbing/gas inspection fees; firearms permits fees; library fees, fines and penalties, 
dog licensing fees and penalties; sale of trees and other wood, farm products & leasing and rental fees; integrated preschool tuition; fees associated with 
the regulation of the local Wetland Bylaw; fares and reimbursement from Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MART); annual fire alarm service 
fees; and rental of Community Gardens’ plots; said fees of the revolving accounts to be expended by the authorized entity without further appropriation; or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
 
 
Revolving Fund Authority to Spend Funds Revenue Source Use of Funds FY 13  

Spending Limit 
Disposition for FY 
13 Fund Balance  

Electrical 
Inspection 

Building Inspector Electrical inspection 
fees 

To pay Electrical Inspector 
for inspections conducted by 
him 

$50,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
inspections for 
permits not yet 
completed 

Plumbing & Gas 
Inspection 

Building Inspector Plumbing/gas 
inspection fees 

To pay the Plumbing/Gas 
Inspector for inspections 
conducted by him 

$15,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
inspections for 
permits not yet 
completed 

Firearms Permits Police Chief Firearms Permits fees To defray expenses for cost 
of administering firearms 
licensing program 

$2,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 

Library Fines Library Director Library fees, fines & 
penalties 

To defray costs of library 
material acquisitions/ services 

$7,500 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 

Dog License Fees Town Clerk Dog licensing fees & 
penalties 

To defray expenses related to 
licensing, damage to livestock 
and fowl, and penalties paid 
to Dog Officer 

$4,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 



Revolving Fund Authority to Spend Funds Revenue Source Use of Funds FY 13  
Spending Limit 

Disposition for FY 
13 Fund Balance  

Steele Farm Steele Farm Advisory 
Committee, by majority 
vote 

Sale of trees & other 
wood, farm products 
& leasing and rental 
fees 

To defray related expenses of 
the Steele Farm 

$10,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 

Integrated 
Preschool 
Program 

Blanchard Memorial School 
Business Manager under 
direction of Boxborough 
School Committee & 
Blanchard Memorial School 
Superintendent 

Tuition To defray Program expenses $44,000 Carryover to FY 
2014  

Conservation 
Commission 

Conservation Commission 
within the administrative 
procedures established by 
the Board of Selectmen, and 
by majority vote of the 
Commission 

Fees associated with 
the regulation of the 
local Wetland Bylaw 

To defray expenses directly 
attributable to local Wetland 
Bylaw regulatory activities 
(excluding legal expenses) 

$20,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 

Senior Van Town Administrator Fares and 
reimbursement from 
Montachusett 
Regional Transit 
Authority (MART) 

To defray expenses 
associated with the operations 
of the senior van 

$4,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 

Fire Alarm 
System 
Maintenance 

Fire Chief Annual fire alarm 
service fees 

To defray expenses related to 
the operation & maintenance 
of the fire alarm monitoring 
systems 

$4,100 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 

Community 
Gardens 

Agricultural Commission, 
by majority vote 

Rental of plots Management & care of 
Community Gardens 

$2,000 Carryover to FY 
2014 to pay for 
expenses not yet 
completed 
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