
 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
March 19, 2012 

 
Approved: April 23, 2012 
 

PRESENT:   Raid Suleiman, Chair; Christine Robinson, Clerk; Frank Powers, Member; Rebecca Neville, Member   and 
Les Fox, Member  

 
ABSENT:  Selina Shaw, Town Administrator 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Suleiman called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall. 
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items # 7c, 8a and 5a, out of order  
 
At this point, Chair Suleiman turned chairmanship over to Member Robinson and recused himself from discussion on Agenda 
Items #7c and 8a. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
• Member Powers re-opened discussion on the revisions to Police Department Policies. Most of these revisions were minor 

changes to the previously presented language. Member Powers moved to accept the Police Department policies for: Interacting 
with the Mentally Ill; Transportation of Detainees; Holding Facility; Detainee Processing; Detaining Prisoners; Temporary 
Holding Facilities and Protective Custody, as revised. Seconded by Member Neville.  Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained). 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Powers presented a Reserve Fund Transfer Request related to the installation of two new, gas powered, tankless 

hotwater tanks at the Police Station. FinCom has been advised of this request. Member Powers moved to forward to the 
Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,888.30 from the Reserve Fund to account #01-210-5200-5242 
(Police Dept Expense Repair Building/Grounds). Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained). 

 
Chairmanship was returned to Chair Suleiman.  
MINUTES  
• Member Neville moved to accept the minutes for the Regular session of February 6, 2012, as revised. Seconded by Member 

Powers.  Approved 5-0. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Suleiman read the announcements.  
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items # 6, and 7b, out of order  
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Neville and Member Robinson had nothing new to report.  
 
• Member Powers reported that he and Member Fox had met with the Police union this morning.  
 

He also reported that the Well-Being Committee has concerns that FinCom has eliminated the mental health component from 
the Board of Health’s FY 13 budget.  
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• Member Fox reported on items before the Housing Board. The BHB has been contacted by the Acton Housing Authority 
regarding the existing agreement that AHA has with Boxborough - allowing our residents to apply for housing in Acton. AHA 
is seeking some form of reciprocation. A developer has advised the BHB that they are in the initial stages of developing 40B 
housing in the Old Town Center.  Planner Hughes has forwarded the preliminary information.  Also the Housing Board has 
retained a consultant to do a Housing Needs Assessment.   

 
He also reported that the Public Employee Committee is working on the mitigation plan for FY 13 health insurance benefits. 
He outlined some of the procedures and deadlines that must be adhered to.  

 
Member Fox also reported that he and DPW Garmon had a very informative discussion with representatives of Waste 
Management Partners regarding recycling, compacting, and hauling.   

 
• Chair Suleiman reported he has been working to prepare for BLF.  
 

He also reported that the Energy Committee is working on its Town Meeting presentation.  
 

OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 
• Discussion was opened on Annual/Special Town Meeting. Members of the School Committee were present to this discussion. 

It was noted that the School Committee’s “Sense of the Meeting” article will be the first item of business on the second night of 
Town meeting.  The School Committee will be providing revised language for the warrant. Based on communications with 
Town Counsel it was determined that the article regarding Teachers Union agreement would be removed from the warrant. 
Member Neville moved that the proposed article to approve the cost items of the collective bargaining agreement between the 
School Committee and the Boxborough Teachers’ Union be removed from Boxborough’s 2012 Town Meeting warrant. 
Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.  

 
It was clarified that the Special Town Meeting Article regarding the leasing of the Boxborough Community Center is being 
presented by the Selectmen not the Council on Aging. The Selectmen began to vote their article recommendations and 
assigning the writing of said recommendations.  Discussion was suspended so the public hearing could be conducted.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
• At 7:50 PM Chair Suleiman opened the public hearing to consider the proposed laying out and acceptance of Hughes Lane. 

The public hearing process and procedures were reviewed. No member of the public was present for this hearing.  The 
recommendations supporting this from DPW Director Garmon, Town Planner Hughes & the consulting engineer; plans and the 
proposed warrant article were reviewed.  The hearing was closed at 7:55 PM. Member Fox moved to approve the laying out of 
Hughes Lane per the final as-built plans. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.  

 

OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Town Meeting discussion continued. There will be no change to the current ordering of the articles.  The consensus was 

that any discussion on the third sergeant position would be handled under the operating budget article.  The Emergency 
Medical Dispatch Capital Article for computer software and training has been pulled, since the vendor will be providing these 
items.  Discussion was, again suspended, so the School  Study Committee could do their presentation  

 

APPOINTMENTS  
• Regional School Study Committee member, Mary Brolin, spoke to a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Administrative 

Structure Options that are currently under review. Other members of the Study School Committee were also present.  Brolin 
reviewed and summarized the issues facing the Boxborough School District. The existing administrative structure is 
unsustainable. This presentation’s focus was on the unionizing or “job sharing” option; a follow up to the regionalizing option 
presentation of March 13th.  She reviewed the positive and negative aspects of the unionizing option and comparisons to 
regionalization. There was discussion about potential concerns and the issues that would need to be addressed if Town Meeting 
decided to support exploring regionalization. It was determined that the Selectmen would provide recommendation(s) on this 
Sense of the Meeting article.  
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OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 
The Selectmen completed their discussion on article recommendations. 
 

Special Town Meeting 
Department/Board Nature of Article Author of 

Recomm 
Vote to 

Recomm 
Comments 

Minuteman 
Regional   

Amend FY 12 Assessment 
[add’l capital share of Trades Hall remediation project] 

MM Rep. 
Mahoney 

  

BoS CoA Lease of Community Center from UCC Powers   FP/RN 4-1  
 
 

Annual Town Meeting 
Department/Board Nature of Article Author of 

Recomm 
Vote to 

Recomm 
Comments 

 Choose Town Officers  
 

Pro forma RN/LF 5-0 

 Receive Reports 
 

Pro forma RN/LF 5-0 

 Set Salaries and Compensation of Officers 
 

Pro forma RN/LF 5-0 

Personnel Board Amend Schedules A & B 
 

Neville RN/LF 5-0 

Finance Committee Approve the cost items of the collective bargaining 
agreement between the Town and the Massachusetts 
Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police 

Powers LF/FP4-0-1 

Finance Committee Approve the cost items of the collective bargaining 
agreement between the Town and the Boxborough 
Professional Firefighters Association, Local 4601 

Powers/Fo
x 

LF/FP 5-0  

Finance Committee Approve the cost items of the collective bargaining 
agreement between the Town and Massachusetts Coalition 
of Police, Local 200A, Dispatch 

Powers/Fo
x 

LF/FP 5-0  

Finance Committee Approve the cost items of the collective bargaining 
agreement between the Boxborough School Committee and 
the Boxborough Teachers Association 

  Voted to 
remove 
RN/FP 5-0 

Finance Committee Town Operating Budget Deferred to 
3/26 

Deferred to 
3/26 

 

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Sense of the meeting – Boxborough School District/ 
Blanchard Elementary School Administrative Structure -  
Job Sharing, K-12 Regionalization with Acton  

  1st Item 2nd 
Night 

 K - 12 Regionalization with Acton Neville LF/CR 5-0  
 Job Sharing Neville RN/CR 1-4  
 Rescind vote pending actual Article language from SC.  RN/FP 4-1  
AB Regional S. C. AB Regional Schools Lower Fields  None   
Finance Committee Transfer $ from Free Cash to Stabilization Fund Suleiman RN/FP 5-0  
Board of Selectmen 
(Treasurer) 

Transfer $ from Free Cash to OPEB Trust Fund Suleiman RN/FP 5-0  

Board of Selectmen/ 
Boxborough School 
Comm/ Library 
Board of Trustees 

Emergency Generators – Hager Well & Blanchard 
Memorial School 

Neville RN/FP 5-0  

Board of Selectmen 
(DPW) 

Generator – Public Works (CP) Fox LF/RN 5-0  

Board of Selectmen 
(DPW) 

Field Mower – Public Works (CP) Fox LF/RN 5-0  

Board of Selectmen 
(DPW) 

Consultant to perform preliminary design study of Transfer 
Station 

Fox LF/RN 5-0  

Board of Selectmen Capital Improvements: Suleiman CR/RN 5-0  
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Annual Town Meeting 
Department/Board Nature of Article Author of 

Recomm 
Vote to 

Recomm 
Comments 

(Town Hall)  Painting exterior (CP)  
Board of Selectmen 
(Town Hall) 

Add 10 hr./week staff position to provide support to Tax 
Collector & Treasurer [for est. purposes, used 30C on 
Sched B and rounded to next $100] 

Suleiman CR/RN 5-0  

Board of Selectmen 
(Police Department) 

Refurbish/rebuild a 2006 marked police cruiser (CP) Powers/ 
Robinson 

FP/RN 4-0-
1 

 

Board of Selectmen 
(Police Department) 

Police Cruiser (Chief’s command vehicle) Powers/ 
Robinson 

FP/RN 4-0-
1 

 

Board of Selectmen 
(Fire Department) 

Install AC system in day room and office areas (CP) Neville RN/LF 5-0  

BoS  
(Fire Department) 

Emergency Response Command Vehicle (CP) Neville RN/LF 5-0  

BoS (Public Safety 
Dispatch)  

Emergency Medical Dispatch – Training, Quality 
Assurance & Related Software 

  Vendor 
providing 

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Capital Improvements: 
Replace roof (CP) 

None   

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Capital Improvements: 
 Repair of Blanchard Memorial School’s mortar and 

masonry (CP) 

None   

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Capital Improvements: 
Carpet replacement (CP) 

None   

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Capital Improvements: 
Replace current gym & library lighting (CP) 

None   

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Capital Improvements: 
Fencing around school perimeter (CP) 

None   

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Two way radios (CP) None   

Boxborough School 
Committee 

Bill of a Prior Fiscal Year (MTRS) None   

Library Board of 
Trustees 

Capital Improvements: 
 Paint exterior (CP) 

None   

Planning Board Consultant to conduct build-out analysis 
 

None   

Conservation 
Commission 

Transfer to ToB Conservation Trust Fund (CP) 
 

Powers/ 
Robinson 

FP/LF 5-0  

Agricultural 
Commission 

Right to Farm Bylaw Neville RN/LF 5-0  

Planning Board Amend Zoning Bylaw – to add a definition for 
Landscaping Services Use and Landscaping Contractor 
Use… and to amend Table of Uses to so include 

None   

Planning Board  To acquire by eminent domain an easement for sidewalk 
purposes (Middle Road from Mass Ave to Town Hall)  
NB: Need to take by eminent domain.  Acquisition was 
approved last year, but motion was for it to be gifted…   

None   

Board of Selectmen 
 

Establish Revolving fund for field permit fees – to be used 
to help offset field maintenance expense 

Robinson CR/FP 5-0  

Petition Article  
(Frances Nolde) 

Sense of Meeting - Resolution to Support Passage of a 
Constitutional Amendment Defining Rights of Individual 
Persons 

Suleiman Pass over  

Petition Article 
(Philip Kicelemos) 

All funding articles to be approved by election (in addition 
to Town Meeting vote) 

Neville Pass over  

Board of Selectmen 
[Consent] 

Close out old articles: 
 

Pro Forma RN/LF 5-0  

Board of Selectmen 
[Consent] 

Road acceptance – Hughes Lane Pro Forma RN/LF 5  
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Annual Town Meeting 
Department/Board Nature of Article Author of 

Recomm 
Vote to 

Recomm 
Comments 

[Consent] 
 

Personal real estate exemptions – increase in exemptions 
(purely housekeeping... each year need to accept Chapter 
73 of the Acts of 1986, as amended by Chapter 126 of the 
Acts of 1988) 

Pro Forma RN/LF 5  

[Consent] Chapter 90 appropriation 
(Reimbursable) 

Pro Forma RN/LF 5  

Board of Selectmen 
[Consent] 

Revolving Fund - GIS Assessor Map (for the payment and 
expenditure of fees to update the GIS Assessor Map) 
($5,000) – amend to include collection of fees from 
copying to be used for plotter supplies expense  

Pro Forma RN/LF 5  

Board of Selectmen 
 [Consent] 

Reauthorize Revolving Funds: 
• Community Gardens ($2,000)  
• Electrical Inspection ($50K)  
• Plumbing and Gas Inspection ($15K)  
• Fire Arms Permits ($2,000) 
• Library Fines ($7,500)  
• Dog License Fees ($4,000)  
• Steele Farm ($10,000)  
• Integrated Preschool Program ($44,000)  
• ConsComm Wetland Bylaw ($20,000)  
• Senior Van (for expenses and revenues associated 

with operation of the van) ($4,000) 
• Fire Alarm System Maintenance ($4,100) 

Pro Forma RN/LF 5  

 
 

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion on the proposal, by a resident, to renovate the Steele Farm barn. Ms. Kealty will be asked to present this 

at a meeting after the warrant is set. The stakeholders will also be informed of the meeting date, once set.   
 
• Member Powers advised that the pump for the water system at the Police Station has failed and needs to be replaced.  This 

failure affects not just the potable water but also the fire suppression systems. Chief Ryder has consulted with DPW Dir. 
Garmon and the contractor that manages the public water system on this.  

 

ADJOURN 
• At 9:47 PM, Member Neville moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Robinson. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MARCH 19, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 
 

 Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 14th at the Blanchard 

Memorial School. More details will be provided in the coming months.  

 

 The FY 2013 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the 

Town’s website (Home page, under “NEWS”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, 

Finance Committee, School Committee and Library Trustee meetings at all times, but especially 

during the budget season.  Please check the web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is 

important.  

 

 Nomination papers are still available for elected town offices at the Town Clerk’s office, 

Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle Road. The annual Town Election will be held May 21st. 

Offices that will be on this year’s ballot are:  

2 seats on the Board of Selectmen, and 

  2 seats on the Library Board of Trustees.  

There is also one seat available on the: 

Board of Health   

Planning Board  

and the Local School Committee, and on both the Regional and Local Committees.  

The positions of: 

Tax Collector, and  

Town Moderator will also be on the ballot.  The last day to file completed papers is, April 2nd at 

5:00 PM.  
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 All dogs in Massachusetts are required to be licensed annually.  The deadline to renew your 

dog license for 2012 was March 10th.   If you have not already licensed your dog, you will 

now be charged a late fee of $25.00.   Applications can still be obtained at Town Hall or 

downloaded from the town website. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop 

in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and 

make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town 

boards and committees, many of which have openings. Please consider participating.  You will 

find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest 

is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or 

you may call Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees 

contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 For more information on Dog licensing or the Annual Town Election can be found on the Town 

Clerk’s webpage or you may call Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz at 978-263-1116 extension 117. 
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