
 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
March 26, 2012 

Approved: June 11, 2012 
 
PRESENT:   Raid Suleiman, Chair; Christine Robinson, Clerk; Frank Powers, Member; Rebecca Neville, Member  
 and Les Fox, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Suleiman called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Fire Chief White and Police Chief Ryder were present to review the respective Public Safety Budgets for FY 13.  Member 

Neville opened discussion on the items cut/reduced by the Finance Committee in Chief White’s submitted Fire Dept. budget. 
Chief White spoke to the areas in which some of these reductions were made.  Member Neville moved to amend, at Town 
Meeting, the Fire Department Salary to reflect an increase of  $4,890.00.  Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  
Member Neville moved to amend, at Town Meeting, the Fire Department Expenses to reflect an increase of $4,550.00.  
Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.    

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Suleiman read the announcements. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
• Chair Suleiman opened the discussion for Citizens Concerns. Resident Jeanne Kangas, spoke to her budgetary/fiscal concerns.    

 
At this point, Member Powers formally moved to take Agenda Item #5a, out of order. Seconded by Member Robinson. Approved 
4-0-1 (Suleiman abstaining).   Further, it was announced that Chair Suleiman would be recusing himself from these discussions 
and Clerk Robinson would become Chair Pro Tem for these discussions. 

 
• The discussion on the FY 13 Budget continued. Chief Ryder took up the discussion on the items cut/reduced by the Finance 

Committee in the Police budget that he had submitted. Of particular concern was the reductions made to the salary portion of 
his budget. The Police’s Citizen Advisory Board has endorsed “Community Policing” as a priority for the department. There 
was discussion as to the impact of these programs on the community. Member Powers moved to amend and restore $25,756 in 
the Salaries portion of this budget.  Seconded by Member Neville. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstaining).  There was 
discussion on the FinCom’s intention to keep the “cruiser” in the Police budget and to recommend against the Police Command 
Vehicle capital article. The Selectmen had, previously, voted to take the vehicle acquisition line out of the budget and have a 
separate warrant article for the command vehicle. Member Powers moved to amend the Police Department budget, on Town 
Meeting floor, by removing $34,500 from Expenses. Seconded by Member Neville. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstaining).   

 
 The Chiefs remained to discuss the Dispatch budget. The Salary portion was submitted and approved by FinCom. However, 

FinCom made reductions to Dispatch expenses, related to phone expenses.   Member Powers moved to amend, on Town 
Meeting floor, Dispatch Expenses to reflect an increase of $1,212.00.  Seconded by Member Robinson. Approved 4-0-1 
(Suleiman abstaining).  There was also discussion on the timing and the way in which these budget revisions were 
communicated to the department heads. There was a general discussion regarding the structure and which column should be 
used to input which data in budget reports.   

 
Chairmanship was returned to Chair Suleiman.  
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SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Neville reported that the Cemetery Commission is looking at identifying additional locations in Town for additional 

cemetery plots. There are several factors involved in determining if a property is appropriate. They have requested a list of 
Chapter properties from Planner Hughes. 

 
She reported that she had attended an A/B Regional School Committee meeting. 

 
• Member Powers reported on the recent BLF meeting. It was suggested that a column be added to the presented budget to 

reflect proposed amendments. There was discussion as to whether the Selectmen or the Finance Committee are responsible for 
formatting the budget presented in the warrant.    

 
He reported that he and Member Fox had participated in the Public Employee Committee meeting at which its members agreed 
on the Memorandum of Understanding, presented tonight. 

 
He also reported that he had had meetings on the Firefighters’ contract.  

 
Member Powers reported that on April 18th the Conservation Commission held a continuation of the MMAF hearing. This 
hearing was continued out to April 4, 2012 as there were still items left to review from the MMAF Order of Conditions. 
Subsequent to the April 18th meeting it was communicated to ConsCom that there were piles of manure within 500 feet of the 
wetlands zone; a violation. The Applicant has, since, agreed to remove this material and restore the area. 

 
• Chair Suleiman reported that he had attended BLF and he had also attended the FinCom’s meeting on Saturday.  
 
• Member Fox reported that he and Member Powers had met with Chief White for contract discussions. 
 

He reported that the Stow Rd. Concept Development Committee is holding their first meeting this Wednesday.   
 

He also reported that a developer was at the last Housing Board meeting to discuss their proposed 40B project in the Town 
Center.    

 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Robinson moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Bill Litant from the Airport Study 

Committee, effective immediately.  Seconded by Member Neville.  Approved 5-0. 
 
• Member Neville moved to re-appoint Donald Morse and Michael Guzzo as the Veterans’ Agent and Assistant Veterans’ Agent, 

respectively, until March 31, 2013. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 
 
• There was discussion on two requests, that have been received, regarding the service of alcohol (wine and wine/beer), and 

respective requests for a waiver of the related Town fees:  
◊ Member Neville moved to authorize the Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council to serve wine at its 2012 Grant Recipient 

Reception, being held at the Sargent Memorial Library on April 27, 2012, subject to the conditions specified on the 
application and further, to waive the fee. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

◊ For Fifers Day the Minutemen have also applied for a temporary common victualler’s license. Member Powers moved to 
approve the application of the Boxborough District Minuteman Company for a one-day wine and malt beverages license, 
subject to receipt of adequate insurance coverage, and to approve a temporary common victualler’s license for Fifer’s Day 
Festival, to be held on June 16, 2012 (rain date 6/17/12), at Flerra Field. Seconded by Member Neville.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 

Member Fox updated the Selectmen matters related to FY 2013 health insurance. The Public Employee Board met and worked 
out the terms of the Agreement being presented tonight.  The Selectmen reviewed the Agreement and discussed the process that 
will be implemented. Member Fox moved to ratify and execute the Health Insurance Mitigation Plan Memorandum of 
Agreement. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen briefly touched on the preparation of a Selectmen’s Code of Conduct. Comments/suggestions should be 

forwarded to TA Shaw for compiling. The intention is to take up this matter after Town Meeting.   
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At this point the Board recessed for a dinner break, with the intention of returning to open session at ≈ 7:30 PM to continue with 
the regular business of the board.   
 
The Selectmen re-convened at ≈ 7:30 PM 
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen re-opened discussion on the FY 13 Rev. 14 budgets and the voting of the recommendations for these budgets. 

The procedures to amend budget items at Town Meeting were reviewed. Town Accountant, Mike Guzzo, was present. There 
was also discussion on the funding of the potential collective bargaining agreements; respective FinCom articles and the 
possibilities of needing a Special Town Meeting.  The Selectmen reviewed the Town Government budgets. There was 
discussion on the proposed FY 13 Schedule B. Member Neville moved to approve Town Government budgets (114-199), both 
salaries and expenses, per Budget Rev. 14, in total $839,168.  Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.  It was noted that 
FinCom is holding off voting on the Reserve Fund because they want to discuss it with the Selectmen.  

 
It was noted that the three Public Safety budgets were reviewed and a there was a vote amend these budgets earlier in the 
evening.  
Member Neville moved that the Selectmen recommend to approve the Police Total Budget (210), as amended. Seconded by 
Member Robinson. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstaining).   Member Neville moved that the Selectmen recommend to 
approve the Fire Total Budget (220), as amended. Seconded by Member Robinson.  Approved 5-0.  Member Neville moved 
that the Selectmen recommend to approve the Dispatch Total Budget (221), as amended. Seconded by Member Robinson.  
Approved 5-0.  There was discussion on the structuring of this information in the warrant for the Operating Budget Article.  
The other remaining “Protection” (200s) budgets were reviewed. Member Neville moved to approve Protection budgets (241-
299), as printed in Rev. 14.  Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.   
 
It was noted that the “School” budgets are not under the Selectmen’s purview. 
 
The Selectmen reviewed the Public Works budgets. There was discussion on the determining where to, ultimately, assign the 
cost for lighting the Garabedian Trial.  Member Neville moved to approve Public Works budgets (422-491), per Budget Rev. 
14, in total $1,009,368.  Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 
 
The Selectmen discussed the Health Services budgets.  There was discussion on whether to provide input of the Board of 
Health’s potential amendment at Town Meeting to restore funding of the Mental Health Services budget (523). Member 
Powers moved to support the re-instatement of $7,000 to the Mental Health Services budget. Seconded by Member Neville. 
Approved 5-0.  A recommendation will be drafted supporting the same. The “Health Services” budgets that are under the 
Selectmen purview were reviewed. Member Neville moved to approve the Health Services budgets (510-600), as amended in 
support of the restoration of $7,000.  Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.   
 
The Selectmen discussed the Cultural and Recreation budgets.  It was noted that the “Library” budget is not under the 
Selectmen’s purview.  Member Neville moved to approve the Cultural and Recreation budgets (630-699), exclusive of the 
Library (610), as per Budget Rev. 14. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.  TA Shaw advised that the Public 
Celebrations has asked to come to the next meeting to discuss providing buses for the Memorial Day parade.  It was further 
noted that they will need to seek a RFT for this year and may want to consider seeking to amend their FY 13 budget at Town 
Meeting to now include this expense.   
 
Member Neville moved to approve the Debt Services, per Budget Rev. 14.  Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0.  
Member Neville moved to approve the Employee Benefits, per Budget Rev. 14. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  
 

• Members of the Finance Committee; the School Committee, Town Accountant Guzzo and members of the public were present 
for discussion of the Annual/Special Town Meeting.  The Selectmen reviewed the compiled recommendations.  School 
Committee member Neyland advised that the School Committee is deferring their recommendation on their Sense of the 
Meeting Article (#9) until Town Meeting. They have also revised the language for this article.  It was noted that the amount for 
the OPEB Article (#12) is likely to change, so further discussion FinCom may be needed.  The preliminary estimates for the 
painting of Town Hall were reviewed.  Finance Committee has advised that they voted against the Transfer Station Study 
Article (#16). The Selectmen determined that they would defer recommendation on the first Citizen’s Petition (#37).  
Minuteman School District Rep. Mahoney spoke to STM #1 – Minuteman FY 12 Operating Budget.  

 
 The Selectmen and Finance Committee reviewed the Special and Annual Town Meeting articles to determine their stated 

amounts and their respective funding sources.  STM #1 Minuteman’s FY 12 Operating Budget – Agreed: Free Cash. STM #2 
the UCC Lease – Agreed: Free Cash.  There was general discussion as to the proposed Collective Bargaining Contract Funding 
articles. There was also a general discussion about bonding/bundling to fund the larger items. The Selectmen’s FY 13 Budget 
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votes, taken earlier, were reviewed.  It was determined that no funding source needed to be identified for the Lower Fields 
Article (#10) as it will be part of our A/B Assessment.   

 There was discussion on the OPEB Funding Article (#12). Member Neville moved to set the amount of the OPEB Funding 
Article at $75,000. Seconded by Member Robinson. Approved 5-0 – Agreed: Free Cash.  Member Neville moved to fund the 
Emergency Generators – Hager Well & Blanchard School Article (#13) through Free Cash. Seconded by Member Fox. 
Approved 5-0.  The final funding is contingent upon what grant funds are received.  The DPW Capital Articles (#s 14, 15 & 
16) – Agreed: Free Cash.  Value for Town Hall Painting Article (#17) was set at $75,000 as - Agreed: Stabilization. The 
Finance Committee advised that they had voted 3 yea/6 nay on recommending the Town Hall staffing Article (#18). Police 
Cruiser Refurbishment Article (#19) – Agreed: Free Cash. Member Neville moved to fund the Police Command Vehicle (#20) 
through Free Cash. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained).  The Article for the Installation of 
A/C at the Fire Station (#21) – Agreed: Free Cash. FinCom advised that they had voted 2 yea/7 nay on recommending the Fire 
Department’s Command vehicle (#22).  Member Neville moved to fund the Fire Department’s Command Vehicle (#22) 
through Free Cash. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 4-1.  The Article for the School Roof repairs (#23) – Agreed: 
Borrowing. The Articles for the repairs to the School’s mortar/masonary (#24); Carpet Replacement (#25) Lighting 
Replacement (#26); Fencing Installation (#27); Two-way radio acquisition (#28) and Prior year bill (MTRS) (#29) – Agreed: 
Free Cash.  Library Exterior painting (#30) – Agreed Free Cash. Planning Board build-out analysis/study (#31) – Agreed: Free 
Cash.  Conservation Trust Fund Article (#32) – Agreed: Free Cash.  Based on these discussions the total amounts were 
identified from each funding source. There was discussion on the amount for the transfer to Stabilization Article (#11). 
Member Neville moved to transfer $75,000 from Free Cash into Stabilization. Seconded by Member Powers. (Not voted)  At 
this point, Karim Raad and Joe Niro remained, but the other Finance Committee members left.  The Sense of the Meeting - 
Citizen Petition Article (# 37) was discussed. Member Robinson moved to support this Sense of the Meeting Article. Seconded 
by Member Neville. Approved 4-0-1.  Member Neville moved not to recommend the other Citizen’s Petition Article (#38). 
Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  Discussion was reopened on Article # 11- Stabilization Fund and it was 
determined that 1% of the budget would be $197,000. Member Neville moved to support the transfer of $197,000 from Free 
Cash into Stabilization, under Article #11. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. There was discussion on the formatting 
of the budget columns to be presented for the Operating Budget (#8).  

 
 
CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• Though not on the agenda, Selectmen reviewed and revised the Town Meeting flyer as an insert for the tax bill mailing. 
 
 
ADJOURN 
• At 10:05 PM, Member Neville moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Robinson. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MARCH 26, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available on the Town’s website. 

 

 

 Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 14th at the Blanchard Memorial School. 

More details will be provided in the coming months.  

 

 

 The FY 2013 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the Town’s website 

(Home page, under “NEWS”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, Finance Committee, School 

Committee and Library Trustee meetings at all times, but especially during the budget season.  Please check the 

web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is important.  

 

 Nomination papers are still available for elected town offices at the Town Clerk’s office, Boxborough Town 

Hall, 29 Middle Road. The annual Town Election will be held May 21st. Offices that will be on this year’s 

ballot are:  

2 seats on the Board of Selectmen, and 

  2 seats on the Library Board of Trustees.  

There is also one seat available on the: 

Board of Health   

Planning Board  

and the Local School Committee, and on both the Regional and Local Committees.  

The positions of: 

Tax Collector, and  

Town Moderator will also be on the ballot.  The last day to file completed papers is, April 2nd at 5:00 PM.  

 

 All dogs in Massachusetts are required to be licensed annually.  The deadline to renew your dog license for 

2012 was March 10th.   If you have not already licensed your dog, you will now be assessed an additional late 

fee of $25.00.   Applications can still be obtained at Town Hall or downloaded from the town website. 
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 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the email 

hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are unable to 

stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually convenient 

time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings. Please consider participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile 

and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town 

government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 For more information on Dog licensing or the Annual Town Election can be found on the Town Clerk’s 

webpage or you may call Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz at 978-263-1116 extension 117. 
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