
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
May 23, 2012 

Approved: July 30, 2012 
 

 
PRESENT:   Raid Suleiman, Chair; Frank Powers, Member; Les Fox, Member; Vincent Amoroso and Robert Stemple 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Suleiman called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall; welcoming the newly 
elected Selectmen, Vincent Amoroso and Robert Stemple 
 
REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
The Selectmen took up the Reorganization of the Board. Chair Suleiman explained these proceeding to Members Amoroso and 
Stemple.  Chair Suleiman called for nominations for the Chair.  Member Powers nominated Member Fox.  Seconded by Member 
Stemple.  Hearing no others, Chair Suleiman closed the nominations. Approved 5-0.  

 
There was a call for nominations for Clerk.  Chair Fox nominated Member Powers for a six month term as Clerk. Seconded by 
Member Suleiman. It was noted that it was the intention of the Selectmen to re-visit this in six months and call for nominations of 
another member to serve out the remaining six months. Hearing no other nominations, nominations for Clerk were closed. 
Approved 5-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  
 

MINUTES  
• The Board passed over approval of the Executive session (Contract Negotiating Team) minutes of May 15, 2012; #1 – May 16, 

2012; and #2 – May 16, 2012. 
 
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Session of May 14, 2012 and May 17, 2012, as written.   Seconded 

by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Suleiman reported he has attended no meetings since Town Meeting adjourned.  
 
• Member Powers reported that he met with Chief Ryder this morning to go over the results of Town Meeting and to review 

plans for FY 13.  
 

He also reported on plans for this year’s Fifer’s Day. Among the festivities will be a return of the popular donut eating contest 
and the introduction of a new event a tug of war – Boxborough Fire vs. Boxborough Minutemen.  

 
• Chair Fox reported that he, Member Powers, TA Shaw & Chief Ryder have met regarding Police contract negotiations.  
 

He also reported on MAPC spring council meeting and the election of the Executive council.  
 
• Member Amoroso reported that he is preparing a draft letter pursuant to Article 47 which was approved at Town Meeting.  
 
• Member Stemple had nothing to report.  
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OLD BUSINESS 
Member Powers advised the other Selectmen that work continues on the various CBA contract negotiations.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up two Reserve Fund Transfer Requests. Both RFTs were necessary due to the significant increase in fuel 

costs during FY 12. TA Shaw provided background on the Town Administrator’s RFT regarding her Mileage Stipend.  
 Member Powers moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $225 from the Reserve 
Fund to account #001-123-5700-5711, Town Administrator – Mileage Stipend.  Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 
5-0. 

 Member Powers moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $7,205.19 from the Reserve 
Fund to account #001-429-5400-5482, Public Works – Fuel Expense. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen reviewed the proposed meeting schedule for the period June 4, 2012 – January 7, 2013. Changes were made to 

the June meeting dates. There was discussion about changing the usual 7:30 PM start time but it was determined that the start 
time shall remain the same, the exception would be when the Selectmen conduct their annual en mass re-appointments; all 
other meetings’ start times could be changed as needed.  It was moved and seconded to approve the Selectmen’s meeting 
schedule for period June 4, 2012 – January 7, 2013, as revised. Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen provided background and reviewed the annual appointment process for boards and committees. A copy of list 

of appointees was included in the packet. The consensus was to maintain the current process.  
 
• The Selectmen were provided copies of last year’s BoS Liaisons list and were asked to think about which of these 

responsibilities they would consider taking on. An overview of what of these responsibilities; the background on the Board’s 
existing practice and suggestions on managing these responsibilities were provided. The intention is to assign these liaison 
responsibilities at the next meeting.  

 

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion on the latest information on the Local Aid (Cherry Sheet) portion of the FY 13 State budget.   
• There was discussion about participation in the 495 Metrowest collaborative. Member Suleiman will be attending their next 

meeting.  He provided information on this organization and encouraged the new members to come and attend a meeting.  
• Member Suleiman also noted that he is unable to attend the A/B scholarship event. Member Stemple volunteered to step in.   
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.  

ADJOURN 
• At 8:30 PM, Member Suleiman moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MAY 23, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 
 

 Municipal Elections were held on May 21st. Congratulations to the following incumbents on being          

re-elected: 

• John Fallon, Town Moderator 

• Maripatt Shewowat, Tax Collector  

• Brigid Bieber, Local and Regional School Committee  

• Mary Brolin, Local School Committee  

• Mary Brolin and Jennifer Campbell, Library Board of Trustees 

• Owen Neville, Planning Board 

• Frank Roth, Board of Health; and  

Congratulations are also in order to our newly elected Selectmen: 

• Vincent Amoroso and Bob Stemple  

 

The Selectmen would like to thank these volunteers and to all who ran for their commitment to the Town 

and to those of you who came out to vote on Monday.  

 

 Boxborough’s 2011 Annual Town Report is available on the Town’s website and hard copies can now be 

picked up at the Library or Town Hall.  

 

 The Sargent Memorial Library will be closed the Memorial Day holiday weekend; re-opening on 

Tuesday, May 29, 2012 at 10:00 AM, so the Library’s network can convert to Evergreen Open Systems.  

Because this is a network project patrons will be unable to access their library record or the library catalog, 

during this time period. We regret any inconvenience this may cause.  Go to the Library’s website if you 

wish more information.  
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 The Friends of the Council on Aging’s Anniversary Lunch will take place Wednesday, June 6th at 12:00 

noon at the Boxborough Community Center, 30 Middle Road. Les Fox and Frank Powers, will be present to 

discuss their experiences as Selectmen. Les Fox has served for 13 years on the Board; Frank Powers has just 

completed his fifth year. They will also be discussing the current state of the Town, and the general outlook 

for the future.  All are welcome and admission is free, but as we are hoping to have another large crowd 

please call Marcia McNeil at the COA office to make a reservation. The FCoA is grateful to Donelan’s, 

Roche Brothers, and Twin Seafood for their generous donations supporting this event.  

 

 FY 2013 Transfer Station Applications are now being accepted. If you have not already received one; 

applications are available at Town Hall, the Town’s website or at the Transfer Station.  Please refer to the 

application for an explanation of fees. Please note applications are to be submitted to the Tax Collector, 

Town Hall, 29 Middle Road for processing, not at the Transfer Station. For those who have already 

submitted their applications, stickers will be available to be placed on their vehicles at Town Hall on 

Saturday, June 9th and June 23rd from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  

 

 The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Sunday, June 

10th. Admission is free and all are welcome. Members of the Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand 

to discuss this and the other exhibits. Contact John Fallon for more information or to arrange for a private 

tour.  

 

 The 2012 Boxborough Fifer’s Day celebration will take place on Saturday, June 16th at Flerra Field. The 

Day commences with the Fifer’s Four Mile Road Race; followed by a parade from the Blanchard School to 

Flerra Field and then presentation of the Golden Fife Award. The Fair will commence at noon and include 

food and barbecue, children’s games and activities, a volley ball tournament, booths representing Town 

organizations, and a local craft fair. There will be music throughout the afternoon.  For information go to 

www.fifersday.org.   The Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee is seeking nominees for Parade 

Marshall and Golden Fife. Forms are available at the Library, Town Hall or on-line at the Town’s website.  

Deadline for nominations is May 29th. 

 

 Consider buying a piece of Boxborough’s history.  The town will be selling the old three chair benches from 

Town Hall for $25 each. Orders will be taken at Fifer’s Day, or contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw. 
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 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings. Please consider participating.  You will find it to be a 

worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help 

in making Town government work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 If you wish more information on the Evergreen Open Systems conversion go to the Library’s website: 

www.boxlib.org.  

 

 Please call Marcia McNeil at the COA office (978-263-1116 extension 118) to make a reservation for 

FCoA Anniversary Lunch on June 6th.  
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