
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
June 11, 2012 

Approved: August 27, 2012 
 
 

PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member (arrived at 7:50PM); Vincent Amoroso, 
Member; and Robert Stemple, Member  

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:32 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
There were some technical issues as the beginning of the broadcast.  
 

APPOINTMENTS  
• Police Chief Warren Ryder was present to discuss several compensation and personnel related matters.   

Discussion opened on the compensation rate for special police officer.  Member Powers provided background on this matter.  
The Chief was present to discuss the department’s historic practices regarding pay for special officers working details and 
collective bargaining contract terms. It was noted that the Personnel Plan is silent on the compensation of special officers 
working details.  Now that the Chief has been made aware that there are concerns he would like to encourage the Personnel 
Board to review this matter so there is a clear process & procedures as we move forward.  The Chief broke down the rates in the 
material he provided. There was discussion on some of the concerns that need to be addressed. Member Powers moved to 
authorize Police Chief Ryder to send a memorandum to the Personnel Board to recommend the rates for special and town details 
until the personnel plan can be revised. Seconded by Member Amoroso.  Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained).  

 
Chief Ryder also was present to discuss whether the State’s mandatory retirement age applies to Special Police Officer/Detailed 
Officer.  The Chief explained that a one of his Special Officer has reached this mandatory retirement age and he would like to 
allow this individual to continue to serve with the Department. The Chief discussed a published opinion from PERC on this 
issue. Attorney General has determined that they will not be issuing an opinion on this issue. TA Shaw advised that a poll of 
surrounding communities resulted in a mixed response. Town Counsel’s opinion on this was discussed. Member Powers moved 
that this special/detail officer be informed that he will be retired effective Monday, June 18, 2012. Seconded by Member 
Stemple. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained). Chief Ryder was directed to inform this officer of this decision.  

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Suleiman reported that the Energy Committee is working with DPW Director Garmon on the Transfer Station study 

and improvements. Kelly Brown of the DOER was at the last EnCom meeting to discuss the Green Communities Act and the 
issues that make Boxborough ineligible to participate.  

 
He also reported that he and Member Amoroso attended the recent 495 Metro West Partnership event. While there he had a 
discussion with Littleton’s TA Keith Bergman to see if we could reach out to LELWD about our efforts in pursuing the creation 
of a public water infrastructure. He also had a discussion on expanding regional transportation services with MART’s Executive 
Director, Mohammed Khan.   

 

APPOINTMENTS (Continued)  
• Members of the Boxborough School Committee, Maria Neyland, and Mary Brolin were present to discuss the (K-6) 

regionalization study process. Members of the Finance Committee and other interested parties were present. BSC member 
Neyland spoke to the materials the Regional Study Committee had provided. She reviewed the current make up of the Study 
Committee; the recruitment/appointment of additional members; the potential voting or non-voting ratios and the ABRSC’s 
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proposed timeline.  Although she is no longer a Selectman, it was suggested that Becky Neville could be appointed as the 
Selectmen’s designate. Neville was present and spoke to her possible participation. School Committee members, Brolin and 
Neyland, spoke in favor of Neville’s appointment. Selectmen Amoroso, put himself forth for consideration as the Selectmen’s 
appointee to the ABRSC and provided his reasons for wishing to participate. FinCom member Jim Ham advised that he is the 
proposed FinCom designate.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Clerk Powers read the announcements. 

 

SELECTMEN REPORTS (Continued) 
• Member Amoroso reported that he had attended the 2012 MMA Selectmen’s forum. While there he had a conversation with a 

Selectman from Stow about Stow not having a Transfer Station facility; the significant costs to Stow residents for private waste 
disposal; and the possibility of Stow residents paying to use our transfer station. This could be investigated within the context of 
the Transfer Station study.  Who would be involved in this investigation and issues & concerns with this proposal were 
discussed.  

 
Member Stemple reported that he attended the AB High School Awards night and presented this year’s Hammond Scholarship 
to Dipti Jasrasaria.   

 
• Chair Fox thanked Member Suleiman for his service as Chair over the past year.  
 

Chair Fox reported on the regional dispatch development efforts. The investigative group’s report was reviewed at a meeting in 
Sudbury which he, Member Stemple and TA Shaw attended. At this time there are no concrete plans to move forward with 
further development of this concept.  

 
He reported that he recently attended an Affordable Housing Forum in Carlisle.  

 
He reported that he continues to participate in contract negotiations with the Town’s various unions. 

 
Chair Fox reported that the Stow Rd Concept Development Committee will have a booth at Fifers Day; to obtain public input on 
development of this site.  

 
• Member Powers reported that he also continues to participate in union negotiations and negotiation team meetings.  
 

He reported that the Well-Being Committee will also have a booth at Fifer’s Day. They will be conducting a survey seeking 
public input on residents’ well being. They are also discussing the creation of Wellness University; similar to what done in 
Acton. 

 
Member Powers reported that progress is being made by the ConsCom and MMAF in resolving long outstanding issues 
concerning the Order of Conditions for the portion of MMAF land in Boxborough. MMAF’s Environment Scientist submitted a 
proposed remediation plan. ConsCom’s consultant reviewed the plan and provided input, which has been communicated back to 
MMAF. The parties are cooperating and are hopefully approaching a resolution.   

 

MINUTES  
• Member Suleiman moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Session of March 26, 2012 and April 2, 2012, as revised and the 

Executive session (Contract Negotiating Team) minutes of  May 15, 2012;  May 16, 2012 (#1); May 16, 2012 (#2); May 21, 2012; 
May 29, 2012; June 5, 2012; and June 6, 2012, as written. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen reviewed the proposed meeting schedule revisions (June 4, 2012 – January 7, 2013). Further revisions were 

made and the annual Goals Workshop was set for September 8, 2012. There was also discussion on possible dates and locations 
for the annual Employee/Volunteer Appreciation event. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Amoroso opened discussion on the letter to our federal legislators on regulations concerning campaign financing that 

were generated as a result of the Citizens United Supreme Court decision.  This letter is a direct result of his Sense of the 
Meeting, Citizen’s Petition put forth and supported at this year’s Town Meeting.  Member Amoroso moved to authorize Chair 
Fox to send and execute letters to our federal legislators regarding regulations concerning campaign financing as a result of the 
Citizens United case. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  

 

OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen opened discussion on liaison responsibilities for the coming year. Background as to liaison assignments; an 

overview of these responsibilities and how the Selectmen manage these tasks were discussed. Liaisons responsibilities for FY 13 
were assigned.  The intention is to review these assignments in six months. A copy of the FY 13 Liaison List is attached and 
incorporated by reference.  

    

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• Discussion re-opened on the proposed make up of the Regional School Study Committee. Member Suleiman moved to appoint 

Selectman, Vincent Amoroso, to the School Regionalization Study Committee. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.   
 
• Member Powers reported that changes have been completed to the BCC lease. It will now be forwarded to UCC and Town 

Counsel for review.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
• At 10:24 PM, Chair Fox moved to adjourn to executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining 

(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200A - Dispatch; Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200 and Boxborough 
Professional Firefighters, Local 4601; and to adjourn immediately thereafter. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0 by 
Roll Call Vote: Fox “aye,” Powers “aye,” Suleiman “aye,” Stemple “aye,” and Amoroso “aye.” 
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Board of Selectmen Committee/Liaison List FY 2013 
 
Current BoS Assignments/Positions 
X = Primary Member 
L = Liaison 
 

Assignment L. Fox  F. Powers V. Amoroso R. Stemple R. Suleiman 
X     

X    
     

Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council    
Agricultural Commission L    
Airport Study Committee  L    
BHB (Housing Board) L     
BIT.Com L     
BLF (2) X    
Cemetery Commission  L  
Conservation Commission    L 
Contract Negotiating Team                  X X    
CoA (Council on Aging)  L    
Design Review Board    X  
Energy Committee    
Finance Committee    
Board of Health    
Historical Commission  L    
K-6 Regional Study Committee    X   
Library     L  

X     
Personnel Board      L 
Planning Board (including Master Plan Steering)  L     
Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee  L    
Recreation Commission    
School Committee    L  
Steele Farm    L  
Water Resources    

 Well-Being Committee  L    
 Zoning Board of Appeals L     

     
Fire/Emergency Management  L    
Police L    
Public Safety Dispatch   L  
Public Works  L   
Town Hall     L 

     
MAGIC/ MAPC X x    
I-495   x 
MBTA    X  
MART  X    
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JUNE 11, 2012 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 The 2012 Boxborough Fifer’s Day celebration will take place on Saturday, June 16th at Flerra Field. The Day 

commences with the Fifer’s Four Mile Road Race; followed by a parade from the Blanchard School to Flerra 

Field and then presentation of the Golden Fife Award. The Fair will commence at noon and include food and 

barbecue, children’s games and activities, a volley ball tournament, booths representing Town organizations, 

and a local craft fair. There will be music throughout the afternoon.  For information go to www.fifersday.org. 

 

 Consider buying a piece of Boxborough’s history.  The town will be selling the old three chair benches from 

Town Hall for $25 each. Orders will be taken at Fifer’s Day, or contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw. 

 

 The Police Department would like the public to be aware of the following detours and parking restrictions due 

to Fifer’s Day activities: • At 9:15 AM, Stow Road will be closed to vehicular traffic, for the Fifer’s Day Road 

Race, from Burroughs Road to Fifers Lane. All traffic will be detoured to Flagg Hill and Burroughs Roads. The 

road will be reopened after the race at approximately 10:15 a.m. • As of 11:00 AM, the parade will begin and 

Mass Avenue will be closed from the Blanchard School to the intersection of Stow Road, continuing down 

Stow Road to Chester Road. Both roadways will be reopened at approximately 11:30 a.m. • Primary Parking 

will be at Flerra Field. There will be NO parking allowed on Stow Road, Chester Road or Burroughs Road. 

With everyone’s assistance and cooperation we hope to have a happy and successful Fifer’s Day.  
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 On June 25th the Board of Selectmen will begin the annual appointment process for the fiscal year beginning 

July 1 and will be meeting with Boxborough citizens who have expressed an interest in serving the town.  These 

various committees provide the backbone to town government, which could not succeed without the valuable 

contributions of its citizens.  We applaud those who continue to dedicate their time to the operations of the 

town.   

 

We are aware of vacancies which will need to be filled on the following 

committees:    the Airport Study Committee (2); Boxborough Information Technology Committee (2); 

Conservation Commission (1), Energy Committee (1); Historical Commission (2); Public Celebrations & 

Ceremonies Committee (1);  Recreation Commission (3); and Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2).  Also the 

Design Review Board is seeking an at-large member and the Zoning Board of Appeals is seeking an alternate 

member.  

  

 Please consider participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.  Please stop down 

to the booth at Fifers Day and complete a Resident Interest Form. Remember Town Government Begins with 

You !!  

 

 FY 2013 Transfer Station Applications are now being accepted. If you have not already received one, 

applications are available at Town Hall, the Town’s website or at the Transfer Station.  Please refer to the 

application for an explanation of fees. Please note applications are to be submitted to the Tax Collector, Town 

Hall, 29 Middle Road for processing, not at the Transfer Station. For those who have already submitted their 

applications, stickers will be available to be placed on their vehicles at Town Hall on Saturday, June 23rd from 

8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Applications will not be accepted at this distribution event.  
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 The Central Mass Mosquito Control Program advises that CMMCP personnel intend to be in Town to 

investigate residents’ complaints about mosquitoes on June 12th, 19th and 26th.  Complaints about mosquitoes 

may be made by calling the CMMCP at 508-393-3055.  Notice of the CMMCP spraying schedule is posted on 

their phone system daily after 3:30 PM and also available on their website: www.cmmcp.org.  

 

 Boxborough’s 2011 Annual Town Report is available on the Town’s website and hard copies can now be 

picked up at the Library or Town Hall.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the email 

hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are unable to 

stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually convenient 

time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings. Please consider participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile 

and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town 

government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 
Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 
 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 
 
 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 
Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 
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