
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
June 25, 2012 

Approved: August 27, 2012 
 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Vincent Amoroso, Member; and Robert 

Stemple, Member  
 
ABSENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  

APPOINTMENTS  
• Fire Chief Randolph T. White was present to discuss the status of the hose wagon refurbishment and the Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant for communication equipment. Town Accountant Michael Guzzo was also present.  Chief White updated the 
Selectmen on the hose wagon refurbishment - referring to his memorandum, supporting documentation and photos, provided. 
During the refurbishment work, the contractor discovered that the pump mechanism was beyond repair. This additional work was 
not anticipated when Chief White had prepared his estimated cost for this project. The Chief also reported that there are several 
safety equipment upgrades that he feels are necessary for the safety of his crew and to bring the vehicle up to current standards. 
The existing safety equipment is original to the vehicle (1984). These safety equipment upgrades were already calculated into this 
project. Town Accountant Guzzo provided his input on the funding component. Chief White and Accountant Guzzo will work 
together on this.  

 
• Chief White discussed the status of the Town’s application for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant for communication equipment.  

The Town has applied for this Grant program numerous times, but never been awarded funding. He will be applying again, but 
this time he is taking a regional approach (Boxborough, Stow & Littleton) for improved radio frequency equipment. Chief White 
explained what this project would entail; the infrastructure needs that will be addressed and Boxborough’s proportional 
participation in this project. The Chiefs and the Town Administrators from these communities have been working together on this 
application. Chief White asked for the Selectmen’s support in this and requested that our various legislators also be approached 
about supporting this application. The State Fire Marshal will also be asked to support this. The preparation of this application 
has become a shared effort and any assistance is welcome. Member Powers moved to authorize Chief White to submit the AFG 
application along with the towns of Littleton and Stow, and further to authorize Chair Les Fox to submit a letter on behalf of the 
Board in support of the regional Assistance to Firefighters Grant application. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

  
• The Selectmen took up the appointment/re-appointment of the members to various town boards: 
 
◊ Nancy Kumaraswami and Marion Powers and ABCC candidate, Todd Davis, were present to update the Selectmen on ABCC 

activities; for Kumaraswami’s and Powers’ re-appointment to the Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council; and to introduce Todd 
Davis as a candidate for appointment.  Member Suleiman moved to re-appoint Nancy Kumaraswami, and Marion Powers to the 
Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council and to also appoint Todd Davis to the Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council for all for 
terms of three years from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member 
Powers. Approved 5-0.  
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The Board took Agenda Item 7a, out of order. 
NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Powers moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Patricia Gayowski from the Council on 

Aging. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  
 

APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
◊ CoA Members, Barbara Wheeler, Sonali Bhatia, and Frank Sibley and CoA candidate, Liz West, were present to update the 

Selectmen on CoA activities; for Bhatia’s & Sibley’s re-appointment and to discuss the appointment of Liz West and Lauraine 
Harding.  Member Powers moved to re-appoint Sonali Bhatia, Frank Sibley and to also appoint Liz West to the Council on 
Aging all for terms of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. 
Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  Though she was not present, Member Powers moved to appoint Lauraine 
Harding to the Council on Aging, to complete the unexpired term of Patricia Gayowski, term effective June 25, 2012 through 
June 30, 2013.  Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 
 

◊ Tamar MacFadyen provided an update on Board of Registrars activities; noting that she has enjoyed her time on the Board.  
Member Powers moved to re-appoint Tamar MacFadyen to the Board of Registrars for a term of three years, from July 1, 
2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Brian Morrison was present seeking appointment to the Agricultural Commission. He spoke about his roots in Town and 

protecting our agricultural heritage. Chair Fox moved to appoint Brian Morrison to the Agricultural Commission for a term 
of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member 
Powers. Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Rebecca Neville was present seeking appointment to the Cemetery Commission. She was the Cemetery Commission’s 

liaison while she was a Selectman. She noted that it is important that potential future cemetery sites be identified. Member 
Powers moved to appoint Rebecca Neville to the Cemetery Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 
30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Chair Fox moved to appoint Robert Stemple to the Design Review Board as the Selectmen’s designee for a term of three 

years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Powers. 
Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Member Suleiman moved to re-appoint Francis J. Powers to the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), as an 

alternate member for a term effective immediately through April 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. 
Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Member Suleiman moved to re-appoint Francis J. Powers to the Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MART) 

Representative (June 30, 2013) for one year term, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013, or until a successor is appointed by 
this Board. Seconded by Chair Fox. Approved 5-0. 

 
◊ Kevin Mahoney was present seeking appointment to the Historical Commission. Member Powers moved to appoint Kevin 

Mahoney to the Historical Commission for a term of two years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2014, or until a successor is 
appointed by this Board. Seconded by Chair Fox. Approved 5-0.  Subsequently, BHC members Shirley Warren and Alan 
Rohwer appeared and updated the Selectmen on Historical Commission activities, for Warren’s & Rohwer’s re-appointment 
and to discuss the appointment of Kevin Mahoney and Trena Minudri to the Commission. Member Powers moved to re-
appoint Shirley Warren and Alan Rohwer to the Historical Commission for terms of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 
2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.   

 
The Board took Agenda Item 7b, 4 (a-e), 7c and 7d, out of order. 
NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen took up discussion on a DPW Reserve Fund Transfer Request for Fuel Expenses.  Member Stemple moved to 

forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,700 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-429-
5400-5482, Public Works – Fuel Expense. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  

MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Session of April 30, 2012, as revised and the Executive Sessions of   

June 11, 2012, June 19, 2012; June 19, 2012 (BoS Contract Negotiating Team); and June 20, 2012 (BoS Contract Negotiating 
Team) as written.  Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• Member Powers opened discussion on the ratification and execution of agreement with the United Church of Christ, 

Congregational (UCC), Boxborough, for the lease of Fellowship Hall. Town Meeting approved the Selectmen’s execution of 
this lease. Member Powers reviewed the general terms of the lease.  Member Powers moved to ratify and authorize Selectmen 
Chair, Les Fox, to execute a lease agreement between the Town and the United Church of Christ Congregational (UCC), 
Boxborough, for the purpose of using the Fellowship Hall as a community center for the period July 1, 2012 through June 30, 
2014. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  

 
APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
◊ Dennis Reip provided an update on Conservation Commission activities and their objectives for the coming year. Member 

Amoroso moved to re-appoint Dennis Reip to the Conservation Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to 
June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

 
◊  Abby Reip and Larry Grossman were present to update the Selectmen on Energy Committee activities and to be re-appointed 

to the Energy Committee. Member Amoroso moved to re-appoint Abigail Reip and Larry Grossman to the Energy Committee 
for terms of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. Seconded by 
Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.   

NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• Member Stemple opened discussion on his submitted Disclosure by Special Municipal Employee of Financial Interest in a 

Municipal Contract. Member Stemple advised that he has an opinion from Town Counsel regarding his service as a Selectman 
and also working as a per-diem firefighter. It was opined that there is no apparent conflict however it was advised that a public 
disclosure should still be filed with the Town. Chair Fox moved to approve the exemption filed by Robert T. Stemple under 
c.268A § 20(d) regarding his financial interest in a contract made by the Boxborough Fire Department. Seconded by Member 
Powers. Approved 5-0.  

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Powers reported on the last Council on Aging meeting. There was discussion on this year’s re-appointments and of 

those new members appointed tonight. The demand for MART van services has increased and there was an in-depth discussion 
as to the Town’s transportation assessment; calculations/formulas and allocations.   

 
He also reported that he has participated in several contract negotiation meetings. 

 
He reported that he participated in the Friday’s Selectmen’s meeting concerning a personnel matter. 

 
Member Powers further reported that he has been participating in the UCC lease negotiations.  

 
• Member Stemple reported that he will be attending his first FinCom meeting on July 9th.  
 
• Member Suleiman reported that he also attended Friday’s Selectmen’s meeting. 
 

He further reported that he continues to meet with the Town Hall staff as part of TA Shaw’s evaluation/review process.  
 
• Member Amoroso reported that the ConsCom is considering recommending the acquisition of land off of Liberty Square Rd. 

They will be investigating this matter over the next several months. They are hoping to have something to present to the 
Selectmen for next year’s Town Meeting.   

 
He also reported on the Regional School Study Committee. He has attended his first meeting as the Selectmen’s representative. 
He advised the Selectmen of the Committee’s rough timeline and the group’s efforts in community outreach and soliciting 
input. A flyer advertising the Committee’s website is going out in the upcoming property tax bills in both communities. They 
intend to provide an on-line survey on the Study Committee’s website. The newspaper will be contacted about establishing a 
regular section for information from this group.   

 
• Chair Fox reported that he participated in a recent BLF meeting. A major item was a wrap up of this year’s ATM and budget 

preparation.  Interest was also expressed in re-establishing an Economic Development group. Member Suleiman and FinCom 
Chair Raad have offered to work on this. The intention is to discuss this at the Selectmen’s Goals Workshop in September. 

 
He reported that he participated in the union discussions with Member Powers.  
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Chair Fox reported that he manned Stow Road booth at Fifer’s Day and was pleased with the interest shown and the input 
received. The intention is to have a similar booth as the Harvest Fair.   
  

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion on the recent filing submitted regarding the proposed Minuteman Village development off of Stow Road. 

Chair Fox provided a summary and update on the materials submitted and activities related to it.  
 
• FinCom Chair Raad and Member Niro were present and updated the Selectmen on recent FinCom activities, the selection of 

Officers for FY 13 and the five vacancies they will have on their board as of July 1st.  Also FinCom Chair Raad notified the 
Selectmen that he would be willing to be re-appointed as the FinCom representative of the Affordable Housing Trust.  

 
 
APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Ed Whitcomb was present to discuss his re-appointment to the Steele Farm Advisory Committee and to discuss the status of the 

Steele Farm preservation restriction. Member Stemple moved to re-appoint Edward Whitcomb to the Steele Farm Advisory 
Committee for a term of three years, from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2015, or until a successor is appointed by this Board. 
Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Chris Rodstrom of the Trustees of the Reservation (TTOR); Alan Rohwer, Historical Commission and Edward Whitcomb and 

Bruce Hager, Steele Farm Advisory Committee, were present to review the status of the Steele Farm preservation restriction. 
Representatives of the Boxborough Historical Society and Boxborough Conservation Trust and other interested parties were 
also present.  Chair Fox provided background on this and Rohwer provided an update on the group’s efforts.  They have 
received input from both of the necessary state agencies, and preliminary approval of the proposed language.  It will need to be 
vetted by various Town boards/committees and then the public. Tonight’s discussion is a prelude to submitting it to Town 
Counsel.  There was review of some of the terms in this document. The current language is within “the margins” of acceptable 
verbiage for these state agencies. There have been changes to some of the technical wording to satisfy these agencies. Hager 
offered to forward informational materials that may address some of the items being discussed tonight.  There was discussion 
on the stakeholders’ roles and responsibilities. BHC Chair Rohwer opined that the National Register material addresses the 
historical aspects. The Selectmen will submit questions/concerns, within the next thirty days, to be collated for forwarding to 
Town Counsel.  It is important that we engage the public as we move forward.  

ADJOURN 
• At 9:45 PM Member Powers moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JUNE 25, 2012 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 A good time was had by all at this year’s Fifer’s Day. Thanks to the Minutemen and Public 

Celebration Committee for all their hard work in making this day possible. Congratulations to 

Buzz Tremblay this year’s Golden Fife recipient and Mary Pavlik for being chosen as Parade 

Marshall.  

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee thanks all who stopped by their booth on 

Fifer’s Day to provide input. The committee will continue reaching out to residents to hear 

what you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  There will be a booth and update at 

Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Sept 8. Meanwhile to provide your thoughts, please go to the 

Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” for background on the project and to provide 

your opinion by completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” survey.  

 The Town is also conducting a Transit Service Survey to better understand the transportation 

needs of residents. Go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” to provide your 

opinion by completing a brief on-line survey or to print out a paper copy for submission. 
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 Tonight the Board of Selectmen begins its annual appointment process for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1 and will be meeting with Boxborough citizens who have expressed an 

interest in serving the town.  Our boards and committees provide the backbone to town 

government, which could not succeed without the valuable contributions of its citizens.  We 

applaud those who continue to dedicate their time to the operations of the town.  Please 

consider participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.  

Remember Town Government Begins with You !!  

We are aware of vacancies which will need to be filled on the following 

committees:    the Airport Study Committee (1); Boxborough Information Technology 

Committee (2); Conservation Commission (1), Energy Committee  

(1-2); Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (1); Recreation Commission (3); and 

Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2).  Also the Design Review Board is seeking an at-large 

member and the Zoning Board of Appeals is seeking an alternate member.  

 

 The Transfer Station will be closed next Wednesday, July 4th in observance of 

Independence Day, and open for normal Saturday hours - July 7th. 
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 FY 2013 Transfer Station stickers are now being distributed. If you have not yet 

submitted your application, forms may still be obtained at Town Hall, the Town’s website or 

at the Transfer Station.  Please refer to the application for an explanation of fees. Note that 

after July 31, fees go up, so remember to apply soon. Once your application has been 

submitted and processed, you can have your sticker affixed to your vehicle at the Transfer 

Station shed during regular operating hours. Please note applications can only be processed by 

the Tax Collector, at Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, and will not be accepted at the Transfer 

Station.  

 

 The Central Mass Mosquito Control Program personnel intend to be in Town to 

investigate residents’ complaints about mosquitoes on July 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st.  

Complaints about mosquitoes may be made by calling the CMMCP at 508-393-3055.  Notice 

of the CMMCP spraying schedule is posted on their phone system daily after 3:30 PM and 

also available on their website: www.cmmcp.org.  

 

 School is out for the summer and we ask drivers to use extra caution as many children and 

adults are out walking and biking during the warmer weather.  

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back and will run through October. The 

market is located on Pearl Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and 

is open on Sundays from 10 AM to 1 PM.  
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   Save the date....                                                                                                                      

The Boxborough Harvest Fair, previously known as the Agricultural Fair, will be held on 

Saturday, September 8th at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church. More information 

will be provided in the coming months. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or 

stop in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call 

and make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   
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Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or 

you may call Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 
 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 
 
 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees 
contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 
 

 For more information on the Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market go to 

www.abfarmersmarket.org ; or find them on Facebook – Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market.  

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2012 Boxborough Harvest 

Fair go to www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  







Randolph T. White
Fire Chief

The Town appropriated the sum of one million dollars in FY -2008 to purchase and equip a new
Pumper, Tender, and Refurbishment of the Towns currant Hose Wagon. After purchasing and
equipping the Engine and Tender, there was $86,795.89 remaining in the warrant article to refurbish
the Hose Wagon.

In February 2012, the Town went out to bid for the refurbishment of the Hose Wagon. After the bid
opening, the bid was awarded to M&R Auto Body Truck and Equipment Refinisher in Whitman MA
for the Sum of $70,400.00 dollars. The refurbishment included but was not limited to Body work,
pump repair, plumbing and valve replacement/rebuilding, new water tank. etc... This left a remaining
balance of $16,395.00 dollars for other safety improvements. The safety improvements were, Roof
Mounted LED Light Bar, Side Intersection LEO Warning Lights, LED Scene Lighting with Adjustable
Poles. with installation, wiring, switches, freight. etc... is $7,291.00 dollars. The other safety
improvements were two new, Motorola COM 1250 Mobile Radios (46.00MHz & 4OOMHz) with New
Antenna's, Cabling & Installation, etc... $2,226.95. The safety upgrades total $9,517.95 dollars. If you
take the cost of the refurbishment along with the safety improvements the total amount is
$79,917.95 dollars.

As part of the refurbishment process, M&R removed and separated the pump and discovered that the
pump was so badly worn; it was past the point of repmr. Knowing that the pump is beyond repair,
M&R is recommending replacement of the worn pump with a new center section. The cost of the
pump center section with instillation is $16,100.00 dollars.

Cost of the Refurbishment $70,400.00
Cost of Safetv ImDrovements $9.517.95
Cost of New Pump $16.100.00

TOTAL: $96,017.95
ART13 ATM08 - Hose Wagon $86,795.89

SHORTAGE: $9,222.06

Boxborough Fire Department
502 Massachusetts A venue
Boxborough, MA 01719

Business 978-263-7546 Fax 978-263-0038

www.boxboroughfire.com
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