
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
July 16, 2012 

Approved: September 24, 2012 
 
 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Vincent Amoroso, Member; and 

Robert Stemple, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  

APPOINTMENTS 
• Members of the Planning Board; Town Planner Elizabeth Hughes; Police Chief Warren Ryder and Minuteman Village of 

Boxborough LLC (“Minuteman Village”) principals, Mike Jeanson; John Lyons; Donna Cisek; their architect, George 
Dimakarakos and attorney, Diahn McGlynn, were present to discuss a proposed affordable housing development on Stow 
Road. Residents/interested parties were also in attendance. Chair Fox clarified that this is just an initial discussion. The primary 
purpose is for the Selectmen to listen to the developer’s concept. Chair Fox provided a review of the current status of this 
project and the application process for a proposed affordable housing development (aka 40B), in general. Mr. Dimakarakos 
opened the discussion on behalf of Minuteman Village – providing a history of the property; describing the proposed number 
of units; and affordable housing component of this project. There was further discussion as to the local & veteran preference 
ratios; various preferential criteria include those for veterans and the Affordable Housing lottery process. In response to the 
Selectmen’s questions the Minuteman Village representatives provided additional information on their organization’s 
experience as to residential development; this development’s size; price range and size of the proposed units; the parcel’s size 
and configuration.  Town Planner Hughes noted that single family dwellings are not a by right use in the Town Center zoning. 
She went on to discuss the original intent when this zoning district was created.  There was discussion about access/egress, 
density, public safety and infrastructure concerns.  There was discussion on the information provided and not provided to 
MassHousing in the Minuteman Village’s application.  There was general discussion as to a potential timeline and the proposed 
development phases.  Chair Fox noted that the Selectmen will be gathering input on this proposal from various town board & 
officials and compiling these comments into a letter that will be submitted to MassHousing. It was noted that MassHousing has, 
yet, to provide a date for their site visit.   

 
• Energy Committee Chair, Francie Nolde, presented Richard Garrison as a candidate for appointment to the Energy Committee. 

Garrison related his background in recycling/waste management. The Selectmen were updated on the improvements being 
made at the Transfer Station. Further to the recommendation of the Energy Committee, Member Suleiman moved to appoint 
Richard Garrison to serve a three-year term on the Energy Committee, effective July 16, 2012 through June 30, 2015.Seconded 
by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

 
• BITcom member, Eric Wong, was present to discuss pending improvements to the Town’s website.  He explained some of the 

options that would now be available using the new platform and the timeline for implementation.  He recognized Minuteman 
Tech student, Annie Viggh’s, contributions to this project.   There was also discussion on switching to a new host for the 
website and Eric explained the benefits of acquiring a new domain name. The Selectmen complimented him on all of his hard 
work and determined that Wong should move forward in acquiring the new domain name for the Town. 
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• Police Chief Warren Ryder was present to discuss his, occasionally, working outside details.  Member Powers provided 
background on the terms negotiated with the Chief when he accepted his promotion and the intent when these terms were 
originally negotiated.  The Chief is before the Board seeking clarification as to his working details. Chief Ryder noted that 
since accepting the promotion to Police Chief his annual income has been reduced by 10 % because of the loss of income due 
to foregoing detail work.  In subsequent conversations, since his promotion, it has been discussed that he would like that the 
Town be more flexible in allowing him to work outside details, under specific conditions. His ability to work details in outside 
communities is permitted under his current contract. There was discussion on what would be the allowable circumstances and 
the level of oversight the Selectmen would have in approving/allowing these detail assignments. There was discussion as to 
mechanics of notifying the Selectmen of these assignments. Details in Boxborough would require Selectmen approval prior to 
accepting the assignment and the Chief shall provide a summary report of his out-of-town details on a quarterly basis. Chief 
Ryder affirmed that, as Chief, he is contracted to be available 24/7. So, in emergency situations he would leave any detail that 
he was working to fulfill this obligation.  There was general discussion on the Department’s current overtime rate.  

MINUTES  
• Chair Fox moved to accept the minutes for the July 2, 2012, Executive Session - Contract Negotiating Team, Dispatch, as 

written. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  
 
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the July 2, 2012, Executive Session - Contract Negotiating Team, Police, as 

revised. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.  
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Powers reported that an agreement has been reached with Dispatch.  However, they have reached an impasse with the 

Police union and the parties will now be seeking mediation.  
 

He also reported that there had been some flooding in the basement of the Community Center There seems to be little damage 
to the CoA equipment stored there but BERC still has to determine if their stored items suffered any damage.  Due to this 
occurrence it has been suggested to the UCC that additional keys be made available. There has also been discussion about 
acquiring newer A/C units for the Community Center. 

 
• Member Stemple reported that he attended the FinCom meeting earlier this evening - all of the RFTs were approved. 
 
• Member Suleiman reported that the Energy Comm. is working on the getting the recycling compactor installed at the Transfer 

Station. They are also continuing their efforts to find ways for Boxborough to obtain the benefits available through the State’s 
Green Communities programs. We are currently excluded because we are serviced by a municipal lighting company.  

 
• Member Amoroso reported on Regionalization Study Committee activities.  At the July 30th Selectmen’s meeting he will 

provide a more extensive report and the other Selectmen will be asked for input that he can bring forth at the August 7th RSC 
meeting. The Beacon has published information on the RSC and their contact information has been mailed to resident. The 
public input that has been received is being compiled.  

 
• Chair Fox reported that the Steele Farm preservation restrictions will also be on the agenda for July 30th. He requested the 

Selectmen provide their input on this by the end of the month.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Discussion was opened on the status of the Minuteman Regional High School feasibility study for the proposed building 

project and recent communications generated by the towns of Belmont and Carlisle related to this.  Cheryl Mahoney, as 
Minuteman School Comm. Rep., participated in this discussion. It was noted that these communities have concerns about non-
district towns not having to contribute to the capital costs for the proposed building project.  Boxborough has previously voiced 
similar concerns. There was discussion on the various lobbying efforts, both locally and at the state level, that are being 
conducted by Minuteman on this issue and related items.  It was determined that Mahoney will communicate to the School 
Committee a suggestion from the Selectmen that the Minuteman School Committee schedule a forum on this one issue and that 
stakeholders and state legislators be invited to participate.  

 
• There was discussion on the Selectmen’s appreciation event for Town volunteers and employees.  The date was changed to 

September 29, 2012; preparations and tasks were reviewed and assigned.  
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CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion on the Town Hall painting project. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Suleiman moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of K.C. Donovan from the Energy Committee 

effective immediately. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 
 

ADJOURN 
• At 10:13 PM Member Stemple moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JULY 16, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 Due to the expected extreme heat this week the Boxborough Community Center, Sargent 

Memorial Library and Town Hall will be available as cooling stations during the next few 

days. The Boxborough Police and Fire Departments will issue alerts to the public in the event 

of extreme heat and humidity.  Residents are encouraged to contact them if they are feeling 

the negative effects due to this extreme weather. Please contact the Council on Aging if you 

have any questions regarding the hours and amenities available at these cooling stations.  

 

 We are looking forward to welcoming Karen Guzzardi as the newest member of the Town 

Hall team at the end of the month.  Karen has been hired as a part-time Department Assistant, 

and will provide support to the Town Clerk and back-up to the Town Treasurer and Tax 

Collector.   

 

 As you may have noticed in recent weeks, the Town Hall is in the process of getting a much 

need facelift.  DPW Director Tom Garmon and his crew have been doing a wonderful job 

painting the newer, eastern-most section of Town Hall.  The de-leading and painting of the 

original section of the building is expected to be done by a contractor in the late summer/early 

fall.   

 

 As noted at the last Selectmen’s meeting, the town was successful in its application to FEMA 

to acquire and install emergency generators at the Blanchard Memorial School and Hager well 

house. The town’s local share of the program will be provided through the generous support 

of one of its community partners, LELD; funding from Town Meeting and in-kind 

contributions of staff.  Over the next couple of months, the town will begin the procurement 

process to acquire these generators, along with one for the DPW facility.   
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 Over the next several weeks the Town will be working on traffic safety improvements at the 

intersection of Stow and Burroughs Roads.  The proposed layout will be finalized shortly 

and the roadwork is expected to take place in the coming weeks. Please check the town’s 

website for further updates, and be sure to use caution as the work progresses. The town will 

also see safety improvements undertaken at the Burroughs and Chester Roads intersection in 

the near future. use care at the Stow and Burroughs Roads intersection as this work 

progresses.   

 

 Drivers are also asked to use extra caution on Stow Road as the Town’s Summer Day Camp 

Program is being held at Flerra Meadow through Friday, July 27th.  Drop off begins around 

8:30 a.m. with pick up after 12:30 p.m.  Also many children will be riding their bikes to camp 

and around town in general during the summer so you are asked to drive with care. 

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to 

residents to hear what you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  There will be a booth 

and update at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Sept 8. Meanwhile to provide your thoughts, 

please go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” for background on the project 

and to provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” survey.  

 

 The Town is also conducting a Transit Service Survey to better understand the 

transportation needs of residents. Go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” to 

provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line survey or to print out a paper copy for 

submission. 

 

 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional School 

District to include grades Pre-K through 12.  Residents are invited to share their thoughts 

and ideas with Regionalization Study Committee. An informational flyer was included in 

your recent real estate tax bills with the Committee’s internet contact information.  
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 FY 2013 Transfer Station stickers are being distributed at the Transfer Station. There 

is still time, if you have not yet submitted your application. Forms may be obtained at Town 

Hall, the Town’s website or at the Transfer Station.  Please refer to the application for an 

explanation of fees. Note that after July 31, fees go up, so remember to apply soon. Once 

your application has been submitted and processed, you can have your sticker affixed to 

your vehicle at the Transfer Station shed during regular operating hours. Please note 

applications can only be processed by the Tax Collector, at Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, and 

will not be accepted at the Transfer Station.  

 

 The Central Mass Mosquito Control Program personnel intend to be in Town to 

investigate residents’ complaints about mosquitoes on July 17th, 24th and 31st.  Complaints 

about mosquitoes may be made by calling the CMMCP at 508-393-3055.  Notice of the 

CMMCP spraying schedule is posted on their phone system daily after 3:30 PM and also 

available on their website: www.cmmcp.org.  

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back and will run through October. The 

market is located on Pearl Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village 

and is open on Sundays from 10 AM to 1 PM.  
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 Save the date....                                                                                                                      

The Boxborough Harvest Fair, previously known as the Agricultural Fair, will be held 

on Saturday, September 8th at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church. An 

informational flyer was included in your recent real estate tax bills with more information 

forthcoming in the future.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact 

them through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a 

call or stop in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t 

hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal 

hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues 

of concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s 

webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various 

Town boards and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee 

(1), ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), BITcom (2), ConsComm (1), Design 

Review Board (1 at-large member), Energy Committee (1), Recreation Commission (4) 

and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee.  Also, the Town Moderator is seeking 3 

volunteers to serve on the Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a town 

board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your 

knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: www.ab.mec.edu or 

email your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  

 

 For more information on the Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market go to www.abfarmersmarket.org ; or 

find them on Facebook – Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market.  

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2012 Boxborough Harvest Fair go to 

www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  
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