
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
August 27, 2012 

Approved: October 15, 2012 
 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Vincent Amoroso, Member; and 

Robert Stemple, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator  
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  
 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
• Ray Renzoni was present to discuss serving as the Town’s Interim Building Inspector/Code Administration Officer.  Further to 

the recommendation of the Town Administrator, Chair Fox moved to appoint Ray Renzoni as the Interim Building 
Inspector/Code Administration Officer for a term effective immediately until October 15, 2012, or until a successor is 
appointed, whichever is sooner. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  

 
• Boy Scout Eagle Candidate, Mark Vicik, provided the Selectmen with the details of his Eagle Scout project, the restoration of 

the Ice House at Steele Farm. The Selectmen thanked him for his service to the Town and congratulated him for his induction 
into the Eagle Court of Honor. Chair Fox read the Selectmen’s commendation: 

“Be it known that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Boxborough hereby commends and extends its warmest 
congratulations to Mark Thomas Vicik, Boy Scout Troop #1, Boxborough on his induction into the Eagle Court 
of Honor and be it further known that the Boxborough  Selectmen extend best wishes for future success. Signed 
this day, August 27, 2012, Leslie R. Fox, Chairman Board of Selectmen.” 

 
• Boxborough School Committee Chair, Maria Neyland, was present to report and discuss the vacancy on the Boxborough 

School Committee as a result of the recent resignation of Bruce Sabot.  Notice of same was provided to Chair Fox. BSC Chair 
Neyland reviewed the process moving forward. Filling this vacancy would be a joint Selectmen and School Committee 
decision. There was also discussion that the local BSC member may want to jump to the now vacant regional/local position, if 
that local member was selected then a subsequent vote would, immediately, be needed to fill the local vacancy.   

 
 
MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the Regular Session minutes for the July 11, 2012; June 25, 2012; July 2, 2012; and July 30, 

2012, as revised. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.  
• Member Suleiman moved to accept the Executive Session minutes for the July 30, 2012, as written. Seconded by Member 

Stemple. Approved 4-0-1 (Member Powers abstained, as he had not had the opportunity to review them). 
 
 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Powers reported that he attended the August 1st ConsCom meeting where it was determined that the MMAF hearing 

again be continued; this time to September 5th. 
 
• He also reported that he had attended the August 6th BLF meeting, but he would defer to Chair Fox as to reporting on those 

discussions.  
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• Member Powers reported that the CoA welcomed it two newest members, Liz West and Lauraine Harding, at their last 
meeting.  Developing protocols for cooling centers was also discussed.  

 
• Chair Fox reported that he has participated in several negotiation sessions with the Fire and Police union representatives.  
 
• He reported on the BLF meeting items which included: the current status of Free Cash; and issues with cable coverage, or lack 

of coverage, of regional school committee and regionalization study committee meetings. FinCom will be reviewing the current 
level of Free Cash.  

 
• He reported that the Stow Road Concept Development Comm. will be hosting a booth at the Harvest Fair to again solicit public 

input as to potential uses for the 72 Stow Road property.   
 
• Chair Fox also reported on BITcom related activities. Discussions are continuing on the VoIP project.  Three candidates for the 

IT Support Technician position have been interviewed and TA Shaw will be meeting with the one that stood out.  
 
• Members Stemple and Suleiman advised that they had nothing new to report.  
 
• Member Amoroso reported that he had filled in for Member Suleiman at a recent EnCom meeting.  
 
• He also reported on recent Regionalization Study Committee activities. Boxborough’s 5% new construction discount in the 

current agreement was one of the items being reviewed. There has been some resistance to allowing this as part of the proposed 
K-6 terms.  There has also been discussion as to the distribution of the projected savings.  

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
• BHC Chair, Alan Rohwer; SFAC Chair, Ed Whitcomb and Members, Bruce Hager & John Skinner; John Fallon, BHS; Rita 

Gibes-Grossman; and Chris Rodstrom, TTOR were present for continued discussion regarding the Steele Farm preservation 
restriction. Town Counsel had recently responded to a number of questions and provided suggested red-line edits to the 
document.  The primary topic discussed related to Counsel’s proposed changes to Section D – Extinguishment. All of 
stakeholders present expressed concerns related to the $1.00 extinguishment clause, which they stated would not provide a 
strong disincentive to extinguish. Further, they opined that the state agencies would likely not agree with the new language, 
which deviates so much from the normal structure of a restriction. Rodstrom also noted that language could be included to 
ensure that damages paid by Grantor, i.e. the Town, could be used only for a similar purpose – reinvesting in another 
conservation restriction.  Fallon also spoke to proposed changes to Section G- Legal Remedies, and opined that this likely 
would not pass muster. It was agreed to schedule a meeting with Town Counsel and the stakeholders in the next couple weeks 
and to keep the process moving forward.  

 
• The Board took up discussion on the Town’s response to MassHousing regarding the Minuteman Village of Boxborough 

project. Chair Fox summarized some of the changes made since the Selectmen last reviewed this document. There has been 
clarification as to the number of units; further elaborations on safety issues; additional language regarding Town Center 
zoning; and the treatment of condominium fees. Additional revisions were made by the Selectmen. There was discussion 
regarding the “Boxborough Meadows” settlement agreement and its possible effect on the “Minuteman Village of 
Boxborough” letter, under review. TA Shaw will send a copy of the Boxborough Meadows settlement agreement to Chair Fox 
and Member Amoroso.  

 
• Discussion was opened on the matter of the Amicus brief, which accompanied the appeal filing in the matter of Lunenburg v. 

Housing Appeals Committee.  It was noted that the Selectmen had previously discussed this matter and had agreed to support 
Lunenburg in its appeal.  

 
• Discussion was re-opened on the Selectmen’s Meeting Schedule. It was determined that the October 1st meeting would be 

cancelled and replaced with a meeting on October 15th. Also the 2012 Goals Workshop will be re-scheduled to October 27th.  
Member Powers moved to adopt the revised meeting schedule as presented on August 27, 2012. Seconded by Member 
Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Board reviewed latest draft the Town of Boxborough Policy for Hager Well Incident Response.   Chair Fox moved to 

forward the updated “Town of Boxborough Policy for Hager Well Incident” to the Board of Health for review and to consider 
the updated policy adopted by the Board of Selectmen if there are no objections brought forward by the Board of Health.  
Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 



082712   3

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• Further to the request of the Town Clerk, Member Stemple moved to appoint John Fallon as Temporary Constable for a term 

effective immediately until December 31, 2012. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  
 
• Member Powers provided information on the Amendment (“Amendment 1”) to the Central Middlesex Emergency Response 

Association (CMERA) Interlocal Agreement for Joint Negotiation and Purchase of Advanced Life Support Emergency 
Medical Services. Member Powers moved to ratify and execute Amendment 1 to Central Middlesex Emergency Response 
Association (CMERA) Interlocal Agreement for Joint Negotiation and Purchase of Advanced Life Support Emergency 
Medical Services. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
• There was discussion on the memorandum from Town Counsel regarding CPA.  
 
 
CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• Member Powers brought up the project involving the laying out of cones at the intersection of Burroughs Road and Stow 

Road. He would like receive an update on the status of this project; an explanation as to the authority needed for this project; 
and the formal process, if any, involved in the town changing the layout of roadways.  It was determined that Planner Hughes, 
the Planning Board, Police Chief Ryder and DPW Director Garmon would be asked to come in to update the Selectmen and 
discuss these concerns.  It was further noted that the abutters and the interested parties would be also be invited to this 
discussion.  

 
• Though not on the agenda, TA Shaw asked that the Selectmen consider the disposition of the worn metal /grey upholstered 

chairs in the Morse/Hilberg meeting room.  Member Amoroso moved to declare the 20 metal/grey upholstered chairs as 
surplus and to set a price of $10.00 per chair. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• At 9:55 PM, Member Powers moved to adjourn to executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining 

(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police and Boxborough Professional Firefighters, Local 4601) and to adjourn 
immediately thereafter. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. by Roll Call Vote: Powers “aye,”  Fox “aye,” 
Stemple “aye,”  Suleiman “aye,” and Amoroso “aye.” 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AUGUST 27, 2012 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 Many of our young people will be returning to school tomorrow, August 28th 

so you are asked to use care and have patience while driving, especially during 

the morning commute. 

 

 This year’s State Primary will be held on Thursday, September 6th. Polls are 

open from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Sample ballots are posted at the Town Clerk’s 

Office and electronic copies can be accessed through a link Town Clerk’s page. 

Absentee Ballot applications can be downloaded from the Town’s website or are 

available at the Town Clerk's office and the deadline to apply for an absentee 

ballot is Wednesday, September 5th, at noon. 

 
 The American Red Cross will be holding a Blood Drive this Thursday,       

August 30th from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the Boxborough Holiday Inn. Donors 

will receive a Dunkin’ Donuts gift card and can register to win Red Sox tickets.  
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 Central Mass Mosquito Control personnel intend to be in Town to investigate 

residents’ mosquito complaints, August 28th, September 5th and September 11th.  

Complaints about mosquitoes may be made by calling the CMMCP at 508-393-

3055.  The CMMCP spraying schedule is posted on their phone system daily after 

3:30 PM and also available on their website: www.cmmcp.org.  

 

 

 The Board of Health wants residents to be aware that there has been an increase 

incidence of tick-borne illness in the area.  Residents should use commonsense 

when outdoors to protect themselves and their pets from ticks.  Links to 

information on ticks and how to protect yourself can be found under “NEWS” on 

the Town’s homepage or on the Board of Health’s webpage.  

 

 The Well-Being Committee is conducting an on-line survey of Boxborough 

residents regarding their family's health and well-being. The input received will 

be used to help develop programs to address wellness issues. Go to the Link on 

the Town’s website under “NEWS” to provide your opinion with this on-line 

survey. 
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 This year’s Hazardous Waste Day will take place on Saturday, October 27th 

from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, at the Highway Barn, 577 Mass Ave. not the Transfer 

Station. An informational flyer has been posted at the Town Hall, Transfer 

Station, on the Town’s website and various locations around Town. The Town 

will be charged for each car that comes in so residents are encouraged to work 

with their neighbors and consolidate items into one vehicle.  

 

 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional 

School District to include grades Pre-K through 12.  Residents are invited to 

provide their input to the Regionalization Study Committee. An informational 

flyer was included in your recent real estate tax bills with the Committee’s 

internet contact information.   

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach 

out to residents to hear what you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  There 

will be a booth and update at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Sept 8.  In the 

meantime you learn more by going to the Link on the Town’s website under 

“NEWS” for background on the project and to provide your opinion by 

completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” survey.  
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 The Town is also conducting a Transit Service Survey to better understand the 

transportation needs of residents. Go to the Link on the Town’s website under 

“NEWS” to provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line survey or to print 

out a paper copy for submission. 

 

 The Boxborough Historical Society will be conducting their 2012 Tour of 

historic homes in Boxborough on Saturday, September 22nd.  The tour will start 

at the Boxborough Museum, 575 Middle Road, and consist of visits to nine 

homes, including three homes that will be seen for the first time this year. One of 

them is the Boaz Brown house, c.1730, also known as the “Muster” house, where 

local residents mustered as Minutemen on that historic day of April in 1775. 

Tickets are $20.00 per person and can be ordered by contacting Jeanne Kangas, 

Christine Robinson or Alan Rohwer.   

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is located on Pearl Street just off of 

Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village. The market will run through 

October and is open on Sundays from 10 AM to 1 PM.  

 

 The Boxborough Harvest Fair, previously known as the Agricultural Fair, will 

be held from 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM on Saturday, September 8th at the 
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Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church. The fair program was mailed to 

residents earlier this month. Please go to their website for more information.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please 

contact them through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web 

page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during 

normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a 

mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them 

regarding issues of concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link 

on the Selectmen’s webpage.   
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 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the 

various Town boards and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport 

Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), BITcom 

(2), ConsComm (1), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Energy 

Committee (1), Recreation Commission (4) and the Steele Farm Advisory 

Committee.  Also, the Town Moderator is seeking 3 volunteers to serve on the 

Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will 

find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your 

knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government 

work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or 

you may call Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees 

contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 To sign up for the American Red Cross Blood Drive or for more details go to their website 

www.redcrossblood.org  or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. 

 

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: 

www.ab.mec.edu or email your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  

 

 For more information or to order tickets for the Boxborough Historical Society’s 2012 Tour 

of historic homes contact Planning Committee members: Jeanne Kangas (978-263-8495) 

Christine Robinson (978-263-6246); or Alan Rohwer (978-263-3944) 

 

 For more information on the Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market go to 

www.abfarmersmarket.org ; or find them on Facebook – Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market.  

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2012 Boxborough Harvest Fair 

go to www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  



  

 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda 
August 27, 2012 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Grange Meeting Room  

REVISED 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 7:30 PM  

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

3. APPOINTMENTS 
 [Please be advised that times are approximate; please plan to arrive 15 minutes earlier than scheduled]  

a) Appointment of Interim Building Inspector - Ray Renzoni, for a term effective immediately until  
 October 15, 2012, or until a successor is appointed, whichever is sooner VOTE: 
b) Recognition of BSA Eagle Candidate, Mark Vicik 
c) Maria Neyland, Boxborough School Committee Chair, re: vacancy on BSC 
d) Citizens’ concerns  

4. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, June 11, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Regular session, June 25, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
c) Regular session, July 2, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
d) Regular session, July 30, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
e) Executive session, July 30, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 

5. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
a) Steele Farm preservation restriction 
b) Minuteman Village of Boxborough – response to MassHousing 
c)  Amicus brief - Lunenburg v. Housing Appeals Committee 
d) BoS Meeting Schedule 

Cancel meeting scheduled for October 1; re-schedule for October 15 
[Meeting already scheduled for September 24; October 8 is a holiday]   VOTE: 

e) Updated Town of Boxborough Policy for Hager Well Incident Response VOTE: 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a)  Appointment of Temporary Constable - John Fallon for a term effective immediately until  
 December 31, 2012   VOTE: 
b) Ratification and execution of Amendment 1 to Central Middlesex Emergency Response Association  
 (CMERA) Interlocal Agreement for Joint Negotiation and Purchase of Advanced Life Support  
 Emergency Medical Services   VOTE: 

8.  CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    
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9. PRESS TIME 

10. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Move to adjourn to executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining  
(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police and Boxborough Professional Firefighters, Local  ROLL CALL 
4601) and to adjourn immediately thereafter VOTE: 
 
Chair shall state: “To conduct such session in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the  
bargaining position of the Board.” 

12. ADJOURN 





The passion for history and leadership that fueled my Eagle Project shaped my plans for the 
future as well. Next year, I expect to  graduate from Acton-Boxborough Regional High School  
and plan to enter college majoring in history or international relations. Scouting has instilled in 
me a strong appreciation of the responsibilities of a citizen, and after college, I am considering 
service to our country as an army officer. Eventually, I would like to attend law school and 
would welcome a career in international law or as a diplomat to a foreign government.    

 

Yours in Scouting, 

 Mark Vicik 
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