
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
September 10, 2012 

 
Approved: September 24, 2012 

 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Vincent Amoroso, Member; and 

Robert Stemple, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  

APPOINTMENTS 
• Town Planner Elizabeth Hughes, members of the Planning Board, Fire Chief Randolph White, DPW Director Tom Garmon and 

Police Chief Warren Ryder (Ryder arrived at ≈8:00 PM), were present to discuss proposed intersection improvements at Stow 
& Burroughs Roads and Chester & Burroughs Roads. Residents/interested parties were also in attendance. The purpose of 
tonight is simply to review background as to what precipitated these proposed improvements and to provide a status update to 
the Selectmen. It further was clarified that there is no formal process and no public hearing is required for the Town to change a 
layout within an existing layout of a town roadway. Town Planner Hughes reviewed the history of this project and existing 
conditions at these locations. She also provided the details as to what investigative work has been done and data collected to 
date. They have been working with the Town’s consulting engineer. The engineer has taken the data compiled (i.e. the turning 
radius for the largest school bus & fire apparatus and observations when cones & signs were place to revise traffic flow), and 
has adjusted the plans for these configurations/layouts accordingly. The intention is to conduct a final “dry-run” and then 
proceed with the work. The current proposal is to take back/tear-up pavement and restoring loam/grass at both intersections and 
to install signage, as needed. It was further noted that the intersection at Chester and Burroughs Roads would go from a 3-way 
stop to a “T” configuration. Director Garmon, Chief White and Chief Ryder also provided input. The proposed re-
configurations are low cost and low maintenance ways to improve the safety and traffic flow at these locations, while 
maintaining the rural aspects of these roadways.  Several abutters and interested residents spoke to their concerns about the 
existing conditions and provided their input as to the proposed re-configuration. The consensus of the abutters that were present 
seems to be in favor of this work.   

 
• Owen Neville remained to present a citizen’s concern. There has been discussion about moving the Town’s war memorials 

down to the proposed turf area at the Burroughs/Stow Roads intersection. He is concerned about placing all of these memorials 
in just one location. These memorials need to be properly maintained, not moved. He further noted that the Town has no 
memorials for those conflicts after World War II.  

MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Executive Session  of  August 1, 2012 (Contract Negotiating Team, Fire); 

August 2, 2012  (Contract Negotiating Team, Police); August 27, 2012; September 5, 2012  (Contract Negotiating Team, Fire); 
and September 6, 2012, (Contract Negotiating Team, Police), as written  Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  

 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Amoroso reported and updated the Board on Regionalization Study Committee activities. The RSC submitted a report 

to the ABRSC last week, and requested the A/B School Committee’s input. The RSC shall review the A/B School Committee’s 
input; addressing the concerns raised, as the necessary. Ultimately the RSC will be presenting a proposal to the residents of both 
Boxborough and Acton. 
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• Member Suleiman reported that the Personnel Board continues its work on possible revisions to the Town’s compensation 

model.  
 

He also reported that the Acton Water District Legislative Bill has been signed. He thanked the various Acton officials for their 
cooperation in this effort.   

 
• Member Stemple reported FinCom is starting FY 14 budget preparations. They are awaiting the cost figures for the various 

contracts.  They have acknowledged Free Cash.  A new member was at tonight’s meeting, he also learned, tonight, that Amy 
Burke is resigning. FinCom is currently down by three members. 

 
• Member Suleiman further reported that Burke has indicated that she would like to now serve on the Recreation Commission.  

However, she needed to formally resign from FinCom before she could seek this new position.  
 
• Chair Fox reported that he has participated in several contract negotiation meetings since the last Selectmen’s meeting.  
 

He also reported that he attended a MAGIC meeting last week – one of the items discussed was a new Agricultural Survey 
project. They will be working on the project’s final scope in the coming weeks.    

 
• Member Powers reported that the contract negotiating team has reached an agreement with the Firefighter’s union. Town 

Counsel is preparing the final language.  They are scheduled to meet with the Police Union on Wednesday. Chair Fox noted that 
as the negotiation team is hopeful that they will be wrapping up Police Union negotiations soon. Then we can start preparations 
for the Special Town Meeting to approve the funding of these contracts.  

 
Member Powers reported that he met with the Holiday Inn’s General Manager on their providing salad for the Appreciation 
Event.  

 
Member Powers also reported that the focus has shifted for the next Well-being Committee meeting. There is a significant 
concern about substance abuse especially among high-school aged youths. This is a concern both here and in Acton, so, 
representatives from Acton have been invited to participate in this meeting.  

 
• Chair Fox reported that the Town’s position letter to MassHousing on Minuteman Village 40B proposal has been submitted.  
 

He also announced the details on the Selectmen’s annual Appreciation Event.  

NEW BUSINESS 
• The Board took up the re-assignment of two members of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).  Chair Fox noted that this 

restructuring had previously been discussed when these ZBA members were re-appointed back in June.  
◊ Chair Fox moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Christian Habersaat (as a full member) from the 

ZBA, effective immediately. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 
◊ Chair Fox moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Karen Warner (as an alternate member) from 

the ZBA, effective immediately. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 
◊ Chair Fox moved to appoint Karen Warner to the ZBA effective immediately to complete the unexpired term of Christian 

Habersaat, expiring June 30, 2015. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 
◊ Chair Fox moved to appoint Christian Habersaat to serve as an alternate member on the ZBA effective immediately to 

complete the unexpired term of Karen Warner, expiring June 30, 2013. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 
 
• Member Amoroso opened discussion on the United Nations Association of Greater Boston’s request for Boxborough to 

recognize October 24, 2012, as United Nations Day, referring to a memorandum that he had prepared. The other Board 
members related some of their personal experiences with various UN programs.  Member Amoroso moved to recognize 
October 24, 2012 as United Nations Day. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0.   

CORRESPONDENCE  
• There was discussion on the notification from MEMA that they have grant funds available for hazard mitigation. This grant 

program was initiated by concerns that came to light after Oct. 2011 snow storm.     
• There was discussion on the FY 13 State Budget - Chapter 70 disbursement information provided by Senator Eldridge.  
• There was discussion on the notice from the State’s Information Technology Division that they are proceeding with a GIS 

project to map tax parcels at no cost to Town. This seems to be a state-wide effort.  



091012   3

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• At 8:52 PM, Member Powers moved to adjourn to executive session to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real 

estate, and to continue in executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining (Massachusetts Coalition 
of Police, Local 200, Police and Boxborough Professional Firefighters, Local 4601) and to adjourn immediately thereafter. 
Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Chair Fox stated to conduct such sessions in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect 
on the bargaining position of the Board.  Approved 5-0 by Roll Call Vote: Fox “aye,” Powers “aye,” Stemple “aye,” 
Suleiman “aye,” and Amoroso “aye.” 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2012 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 

 After serving for 12 years on the Boxborough School Committee, Bruce Sabot recently 

resigned. We would like to thank Mr. Sabot for his effort and commitment to both the 

Boxborough and Acton-Boxborough School Districts. His resignation opens up a 

local/regional seat on the Boxborough and Acton-Boxborough School Committees. The 

seat has a three-year term that ends in May 2013. Massachusetts General Law provides that 

such a vacancy be filled by joint appointment of the Boxborough School Committee and 

Board of Selectmen. The Boxborough School Committee and Board of Selectmen will 

interview interested candidates on September 20, 2012 at 8:15 pm in the Grange Meeting 

Room at Town Hall. If you are interested in applying a letter of interest should be sent to the 

Boxborough School Committee, Blanchard Memorial School, 493 Mass Ave, Boxborough, 

MA 01719, by September 14th. For more information go to the Blanchard School or the Town 

websites. You can also contact School Committee Chair, Maria Neyland, at 978-264-1870 if 

you have any questions about the position. 

 

 Town Volunteer and Staff members are invited to join the Boxborough Board of Selectmen 

for the 5th Annual Volunteer and Staff Appreciation BBQ to be held at Boxborough Town 

Hall on Saturday, September 29th from 4 - 7 PM.    The Selectmen will once again be serving 

up a bevy of hamburgers and hot dogs with all the fixins.   Please R.S.V.P. no later than 

September 21st to Cheryl Mahoney at: cheryl.mahoney@town.boxborough.ma.us  or by phone 

to 978-263-1116, x 103. We look forward to seeing you and your families on September 29th.  
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 This year’s Hazardous Waste Day will take place on Saturday, October 27th from 9:00 AM 

to 1:00 PM, at the Highway Barn, 577 Mass Ave. not the Transfer Station. An informational 

flyer has been posted at the Town Hall, Transfer Station, on the Town’s website and various 

locations around Town.  

 

  The Boxborough Police Department and the Governor’s Auto Theft Strike are sponsoring a 

“VIN Etching Day.” on October 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Boxborough Fire 

Station at 502 Massachusetts Avenue. This process entails marking on all windows, including 

sunroofs and T-tops with the car’s own unique Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), making 

your vehicle less wanted by car thieves. A certificate will be issues which can be submit to 

your insurer to receive a discount on their comprehensive auto insurance. There is a $10.00 

(CASH ONLY) fee for this etching service.  No appointment is necessary, and vehicles will 

be done on a first-come, first-served basis. Go to the Boxborough Police Department website 

for more information.  

 

 Central Mass Mosquito Control personnel intend to be in Town to investigate residents’ 

mosquito complaints on September 11th.  Complaints about mosquitoes may be made by 

calling the CMMCP at 508-393-3055.  The CMMCP spraying schedule is posted on their 

phone system daily after 3:30 PM and also available on their website: www.cmmcp.org.  

 

 The Boxborough Historical Society will be conducting their 2012 Tour of historic homes in 

Boxborough on Saturday, September 22nd.  The tour will start at the Boxborough Museum, 

575 Middle Road, and consist of visits to nine homes, including three homes that will be seen 

for the first time this year. One of them is the Boaz Brown house, c.1730, also known as the 

“Muster” house, where local residents mustered as Minutemen on that historic day of April in 

1775. Tickets are $20.00 per person and can be ordered by contacting Jeanne Kangas, 

Christine Robinson or Alan Rohwer.   
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 The Board of Health wants residents to be aware that there has been an increase incidence of 

tick-borne illness in the area.  Residents should use commonsense when outdoors to protect 

themselves and their pets from ticks.  Links to information on ticks and how to protect 

yourself can be found under “NEWS” on the Town’s homepage or on the Board of Health’s 

webpage.  

 

 The Well-Being Committee is conducting an on-line survey of Boxborough residents 

regarding their family's health and well-being. The input received will be used to help develop 

programs to address wellness issues. Go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” to 

provide your opinion with this on-line survey. 

 

 

 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional School 

District to include grades Pre-K through 12.  Residents are invited to provide their input to 

the Regionalization Study Committee. An informational flyer was included in your recent real 

estate tax bills with the Committee’s internet contact information.   

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to 

residents to hear what you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  There will be a booth and 

update at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Sept 8.  In the meantime you learn more by going to 

the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” for background on the project and to provide 

your opinion by completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” survey.  

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is located on Pearl Street just off of Mass 

Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village. The market will run through October and is open on 

Sundays from 10 AM to 1 PM.  
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 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or 

stop in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call 

and make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town 

boards and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 

alternate member), Housing Board (1), BITcom (2), ConsComm (1), Design Review Board (1 

at-large member), Energy Committee (1), Recreation Commission (4) and the Steele Farm 

Advisory Committee.  Also, the Town Moderator is seeking 3 volunteers to serve on the 

Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find it to be a 

worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can 

use your help in making Town government work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or 

you may call Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees 

contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

  For more information Boxborough School Committee Vacancy go to the Blanchard School’s 

website www.boxboroughschool.org or the Town’s website www.town.boxborough.ma.us . 

Please contact Maria Neyland at 978-264-1870 if you have any questions. 

 

 Go to the Boxborough Police Department website www.boxboroughpolice.com for more 

information on the October 27th “VIN Etching Day.”  

 

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: 

www.ab.mec.edu or email your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  

 

 For more information or to order tickets for the Boxborough Historical Society’s 2012 Tour 

of historic homes contact Planning Committee members: Jeanne Kangas (978-263-8495) 

Christine Robinson (978-263-6246); or Alan Rohwer (978-263-3944) 

 

 For more information on the Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market go to 

www.abfarmersmarket.org ; or find them on Facebook – Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market.  



  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda 
September 10, 2012 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Grange Meeting Room  

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 7:30 PM  

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

3. APPOINTMENTS 
 [Please be advised that times are approximate; please plan to arrive 15 minutes earlier than scheduled]  

a) Town Planner Elizabeth Hughes, members of the Planning Board, Police Chief Warren Ryder,  
Fire Chief Randolph White and DPW Director Tom Garmon to discuss proposed intersection  
Improvements at Stow & Burroughs Roads and Chester & Burroughs Roads, 7:30 PM 

b) Citizens’ concerns  

4. MINUTES  
a) Executive session (Contract Negotiating Team, Fire), August 1, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Executive session (Contract Negotiating Team, Police), August 2, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
c) Executive session, August 27, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
d) Executive session (Contract Negotiating Team, Fire), September 5, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
e) Executive session (Contract Negotiating Team, Police), September 6, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 

5. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a)  Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) resignations and appointments 

i.  Resignation of Christian Habersaat (as a full member) from ZBA  
 Move to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Christian Habersaat (as a full  
 member) from the ZBA, effective immediately VOTE: 
 
ii. Resignation of Karen Warner (as an alternate member) from ZBA 
 Move to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Karen Warner (as an alternate 
 member) from the ZBA, effective immediately VOTE: 
 
iii. Appointment of Karen Warner to complete the unexpired term of Christian Habersaat effective 
 immediately and ending on June 30, 2015 
 Move to appoint Karen Warner to the ZBA effective immediately to complete the unexpired term 
  of Christian Habersaat, expiring June 30, 2015 VOTE: 
 
iv. Appointment of Christian Habersaat to complete the unexpired term of alternate member Karen  
 Warner effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2013 
 Move to appoint Christian Habersaat to serve as an alternate member on the ZBA effective  
 immediately to complete the unexpired term of Karen Warner, expiring June 30, 2013 VOTE: 
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b. United Nations Association of Greater Boston to recognize October 24, 2012 as United 
 Nations Day 
 [N.B. traditionally, the BoS has passed over] VOTE: 
 

8.  CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

9. PRESS TIME 

10. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
a)  Real estate – 593 Massachusetts Avenue and 530 Massachusetts Avenue ROLL CALL 
 Move to adjourn to executive session to consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real estate  VOTE: 
 
b) Collective bargaining 

Move to continue in executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining  
(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police and Boxborough Professional Firefighters, ROLL CALL 
Local 4601) and to adjourn immediately thereafter VOTE: 
  

Chair shall state: “To conduct such sessions in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the  
bargaining position of the Board.” 

12. ADJOURN 
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