
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2012 

Approved: December 3, 2012 
 

PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Robert Stemple, Member; and Vincent 
Amoroso, Member 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:32 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Town Planner, Elizabeth Hughes, provided an update and background on her continuing effort to complete the road acceptance 
process for roadways that had existed but had been unaccepted at the time she was appointed as Town Planner.  
• At 7:40 PM Chair Fox opened the public hearing to consider the proposed laying out and acceptance of Pine Pasture Run. He 

reviewed the public hearing process; procedure and the purpose of this hearing.  There were no residents in attendance. 
Planner Hughes reported that this roadway is built to applicable standards; is in compliance with applicable laws & regulations 
and is in good condition. Police Chief Ryder and Fire Chief White have been consulted and have not expressed any concerns. 
The developer and their attorneys have been cooperative. Town Counsel has reviewed the documentation; has been working 
with the developer’s attorneys and is recommending approval. Chair Fox closed the hearing at 7:45 PM.  Member Powers 
moved to approve the laying out of Pine Pasture Run as shown on the plan entitled “Plan of Land in Boxborough Mass. 
Owner: John Flannery Inc.”, dated July 1, 1997, prepared by R. Wilson and Associates, Land Surveyors and Civil Engineers, 
308 Great Road, P.O. Box 238, Littleton, MA, and recorded with the Southern Middlesex Registry of Deeds as Plan 717 of 
1997. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0.   

 
Though not on the agenda, Planner Hughes provided an update on the Town’s effort to continue the trail between the School 
and Library down to Liberty Square Road and the proposed MassDOT improvements to Route 111/Mass. Ave. between the 
School and Library.  The Town’s consulting engineer will be reviewing these matters with the Planning Board on November 
26, 2012.  

 
• At 7:50 PM Chair Fox opened the public hearing to consider Boxborough’s FY 2013 Residential Factor/Tax Classification. 

He reviewed the background and the purpose of this hearing. No residents were present for this hearing.  Town Assessor, 
Duane Adams, reviewed the materials provided. There was discussion on the data and the calculations in the presented 
models.  There was discussion on the history of the Selectmen supporting a single tax rate and the rationale behind this. It was 
suggested that, next year, the Assessor provide data and an analysis as to the possible affect if the tax burden was shifted more 
towards commercial property owners.  It was determined that the Selectmen would support the use of a single tax rate for FY 
2013. Chair Fox closed the hearing at 8:20 P.M. Member Powers moved to adopt a residential factor of one, i.e. a single tax 
rate. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
• Amy Burke, Abigail (Abby) Reip & Mitzi Garcia-Weil were present as candidates for appointment to the Recreation 

Commission. Current RecCom member, Matt Rosen was also present.   
◊ Member Suleiman moved to appoint Amy Burke to the Recreation Commission to complete the unexpired term of Robert 

Zurek, effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2014. Seconded by Member Amoroso.  Approved 5-0.   
◊ Member Suleiman moved to appoint Abigail (Abby) Reip to the Recreation Commission to complete the unexpired term of 

Victor (Buzz) Tremblay, effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2014. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 



111912   2

◊ Member Suleiman moved to appoint Mitzi Garcia - Weil to the Recreation Commission for a term commencing 
immediately and ending on June 30, 2015. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0.  

 
• Member Amoroso introduced Hoff Stuart as a candidate for appointment to the Conservation Commission. Member Amoroso 

moved to appoint Hoff Stuart to the Conservation Commission for a term commencing immediately and ending on June 30, 
2013. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Boxborough Conservation Trust President, Rita Grossman was present to discuss the BCT’s proposed Conservation 

Restriction on “Campbell land” off of Depot Road. Grossman reviewed the recent history; provided background; legal 
requirements and the general timeline that BCT is following regarding this property. By law, BCT must get the Selectmen to 
sign off on this Restriction. The BCT anticipates having a draft “working copy” of the document ready next week. They would 
like to have the Selectmen sign the final document at their December 3rd meeting. To expedite this she would like permission 
to forward this draft document, directly, to Town Counsel for review.  The Selectmen agreed that the document could go to 
Town Counsel prior to the December 3rd meeting. Grossman will forward the draft document to TA Shaw and she will then 
forward it to Town Counsel.  

 
• During Citizens’ Concerns Rita Grossman stated that she appreciated that half staff notices are now being posted on the 

website’s calendar.  
 

MINUTES  
• The Selectmen passed over approval of the Goals workshop minutes of  November 3, 2012   
 
• Member Suleiman moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Session of November 5, 2012, as revised. Seconded by Member 

Powers.  Approved 5-0. 
 
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Item # 8a, out of order.  
NEW BUSINESS 
• Information Systems Coordinator, Matt Frost, was present to discuss the Town’s VoIP project. Frost referred to the material 

provided in the packet to review the history, provide background and to update the Selectmen on this project. This information 
is a result of the concerns that came to light during the initial installation of the Asterisk system and the efforts of a group that 
was organized to analyze the situation.  Frost broke out the essential requirements that were identified. This project is just for 
phone service. The School was purposely not included in this analysis. The analysis group investigated the systems and 
services offered by four vendors. The group is recommending that the Town go with the Cisco system. Frost reviewed the 
pricing and options chosen. This will be procured through Mass State Contract procedures.  It has been determined that cable 
funds could be used to fund this project. Member Powers moved to authorize the use of cable funds for the acquisition and 
installation of VoIP at town facilities in an amount not to exceed $70,000.00. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Powers reported that the Council on Aging has decided to level fund the Minuteman Senior Services at $685.00 in 

their FY 14 budget. This is the same amount paid for the past several years; however they are continuing discussions with 
Minuteman on this. The Community Center rental cost will be a line item in their FY14 budget. 

 
He reported that he and TA Shaw had attended a joint Well being Comm. and Acton Safety Net meeting concerning substance 
abuse. This meeting generated a lot of feedback as to the root causes/driving factors. There was also discussion on strategies 
that have been implemented elsewhere and their effectiveness. A small task force has been formed to prepare an action plan 
that will be presented to the main group.   

 
Member Powers also reported that he attended his first Cemetery Comm. meeting today. The focus of the meeting was 
preliminary budget discussions.  

 
• Member Stemple reported that, prior to this meeting he was at the FinCom meeting. They reviewed the articles for funding the 

CBAs, draft slides and the numbers. They anticipate having their recommendations on the articles ready by December 3rd.  
 
• Member Suleiman reported that Secure Energy Solutions (energy brokers) presented their business model at a recent Energy 

Comm. meeting. However, based on our current rates it is unlikely the Town could realize any effective savings.  EnCom will 
be working with DPW to review the usage data for the recycling compactor and will be making an effort to obtain resident 
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feedback. They would like to work with Town on the upcoming trashhauling contract discussions. A DOER representative 
will be at an upcoming meeting to discuss Green Communities and what options may be available.   

 
• Member Amoroso reported that ConsCom approved MMAF’s amended OoC on November 7th.  MMAF is to complete the 

necessary work by May 31, 2013.    
 

He also reported on the outreach efforts on regionalization. He and Boxborough School Comm. Chair Neyland recently did a 
presentation for 10–12 residents; the intention is to hold similar small local events.  They continue to collect feedback. 

 
• Chair Fox reported that he has spoken to BSC Chair Neyland and Regionalization Study Comm. member Brolin about coming 

back in to update the Selectmen. 
 

Chair Fox also reported that he, Chief Ryder, Chief White, and Info. Systems Coord. Frost met with the consultant on the 
Community Dispatch project.  The consultant will be coming to the December 3rd meeting to discuss this project.  

 
He also reported that the Housing Board has been notified by two affordable unit owners that they wish to sell. The BHB has 
begun the process that is necessary to sell these units. He further noted that there is a proposal before MAGIC to develop 
regional/district resources for affordable housing administrative services.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Chair Fox re-opened discussion on the January 7th Special Town Meeting.  Final article language will be voted on at the 

December 3rd meeting.   There was discussion on how to structure the numbers presented in the three CBA Articles, 
specifically the Dispatch Article (#3).  It was noted that though these are multi year contracts funding must be approved every 
year by Town Meeting. It was noted that the MoU concerning Article #6 – Easement has been executed. There was a review 
of recommendation assignments and of the Chair Fox’s proposed recommendation language. Revisions were suggested. The 
warrant will be signed on December 3rd.  
◊ Chair Fox moved to support Article #1 – Fund cost Items of First Year of Collective Bargaining Agreement – MCOP, 

Local 200, Police. Seconded by Member Powers.   Approved 4-0-1 (Member Suleiman abstained.) 
◊ Chair Fox moved to support Article #2 – Fund cost Items of First Year of Collective Bargaining Agreement – BPFA, Local 

4601, Fire. Seconded by Member Powers.   Approved 5-0.  
◊ Chair Fox moved to fund Article # 3 – Fund cost Items of First Year of Collective Bargaining Agreement – MCOP, Local 

200A, Dispatch. Seconded by Member Powers.   Approved 5-0. . 
◊ Chair Fox moved to support Article #4 – Inspector of Buildings/Code Administration Officer – Additional Hours to cover 

Facilities Management. Seconded by Member Powers.   Approved 5-0.  
◊ Chair Fox moved to support Article #5 – Change the Elected Position of Tax Collector to Appointed. Seconded by Member 

Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 
◊ Chair Fox moved to support Article #6 – Release of Existing Easement. Seconded by Member Powers.   Approved 5-0.  
◊ Chair Fox moved to support Article # 7 – Road Acceptance – Pine Pasture Run. Seconded by Member Powers.   Approved 

5-0.  
 

• The Selectmen had a brief discussion on the funding sources for the articles, as no FinCom members were present. FinCom 
had adjourned their meeting and left for the evening. 

 

NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen were updated and background was provided on the regional effort to identify ways to improve local public 

transportation services.  The data that has been compiled, so far, will be provided.  This group has an opportunity to fund 
additional research through a second round of Community Innovation Challenge Grants. The paperwork has been prepared 
they are just looking for the member communities’ support in order to apply.  Member Powers moved to support the 
submission of the Community Innovation Challenge Grant (round 2) for Shared Transportation among Acton, Boxborough, 
Concord, Littleton, Maynard, Stow, Westford and Clock Tower Place. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen took up the resignations of two members of the Boxborough Information Technology Committee (BIT.com).  

There was discussion on the contributions that Jay and Chris have made to the Town over the years. There was also discussion 
on the quorum issues that this Committee now faces.  Chair Fox moved to accept with regrets and place on file the 
resignations of Boxborough Information Technology Committee members Christopher Russo and Jay Bhatia, effective 
immediately. Seconded by Member Powers.   Approved 5-0.  
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CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• Member Suleiman advised that he had been approached by a farmer (Mr. Stanley) leasing land from MMAF that fronts Stow 

Road. Concern was expressed that MMAF’s recently approved amended OoC would negatively impacted on his ability to 
farm this property.  Chair Fox noted that he had also been contacted by Mr. Stanley. Member Amoroso, the ConsCom liaison, 
noted that he had been unaware that these concerns existed. There was discussion on the terms of this OoC. It was suggested 
that a conversation take place among the stakeholders and that there should be a follow up with Mr. Stanley.  

 
• Member Powers expressed concern that residents seem to be unaware that there is a Special Town Meeting in January. There 

was discussion on ways to get the word out to residents.  
 

ADJOURN 
• At 10:40 PM, Member Powers moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NOVEMBER 19, 2012 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 Residents are reminded that a winter parking ban is in effect from Nov. 15th until April 1st. 

On street parking is not allowed between the hours of 1:00 AM and 6:00 AM and at all times 

whenever inclement weather is forecasted. Also no overnight or weekend parking is allowed 

at any of the Town owned facilities, without permission. Unattended vehicles can obstruct the 

snow removal operations and may be subject to towing. Please go to the Town’s website 

under NEWS or contact the DPW for more information.  

 

  The town is exploring the feasibility of a Regional Emergency Communication Center 

with the town of Littleton.  Webb Consulting will be preparing the feasibility study and will 

be on hand, along with Police Chief Ryder and Fire Chief White, at 7:30 PM on Monday, 

December 3rd at the Board of Selectmen’s meeting to provide information about the proposed 

project and to seek your input. 

 

 Save the Date...... 

A Special Town Meeting will be held on Monday, January 7th at the Blanchard Memorial 

School. More details will be provided in the coming months.  

 

 The 2012 Deer Hunting Archery Season runs through November 24th, followed by Shot Gun 

season which opens on November 26th and runs through December 8th and is then followed by 

Muzzle season.  For everyone’s safety and enjoyment please remember to exercise some trail 

safety commonsense during Hunting Season.  A listing of suggested Trail Safety Rules may 

be found on the Town’s website.  
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The Holiday Season quickly approaching...... 

 The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm also 

be opened on SATURDAY, December 1st. Stop by before heading up the Tree Lighting to 

explore our various exhibits and to get a head start on your holiday shopping. Items include 

Lucie Hager’s book, Portrait of a Town and the Boxborough Afghan.  Admission is free and 

all are welcome. Members of the Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand to help you 

and to discuss the exhibits. Contact John Fallon for more information or to arrange for a 

private tour. 

 

 Then head on up to the Annual Holiday Tree Lighting taking place at 4:30 PM on Saturday, 

December 1st at the Old Town Center, located at the intersection of Hill and Middle Road with 

parking available at the Boxborough Museum, just down the hill. Please come and join in the 

celebration singing along with the Blanchard’s own Brass Ensemble and Chorus.  The Spirit 

of Giving Award recipient will be announced and they will have the honor of lighting the tree. 

You are asked to bring donations for the food pantry and you are invited to bring your baked 

goods and other treats to the tree lighting to share with others, however we ask that you 

provide your treats in individual bags for sharing.  

 

 The Boxborough Friends of the Council on Aging’s Annual Holiday Party and luncheon 

will be held on Wednesday, December 5th from 12:00 to 2:00 P.M. at the Boxborough 

Community Center, 30 Middle Road. There will be a performance by the Acton-Boxborough 

High School’s Madrigal Singers.  All are Boxborough Seniors are welcome, admission is free, 

however this event is always well attended and we request that you call the COA office in 

advance for reservations.  
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 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional School 

District to include grades Pre-K through 12.  Residents are invited to provide their input to 

the Regionalization Study Committee. An informational flyer was included in your recent real 

estate tax bills with the Committee’s internet contact information.   

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to 

residents to hear what you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  You learn more by going 

to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” for background on the project and to 

provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” survey.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or 

stop in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call 

and make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town 

boards and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 

alternate member), Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large 

member), Energy Committee (1), Personnel Board (1), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies 

Comm. (1) Recreation Commission (2) and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (1).  Also, 

the Town Moderator is seeking 3 volunteers to serve on the Finance Committee.  Please 

consider participating on a town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding  
experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making 

Town government work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on the winter parking ban please go to the Town’s website under NEWS or contact 

the DPW at 978-263-1600.   

 

 Please call Laura Arsenault at the COA office (978-263-1116 extension 106) to make a reservation for the 

Boxborough Friends of the Council on Aging’s Annual Holiday Party and luncheon.  

 

 For more information on the Boxborough Museum or to arrange for a small group private tour of the 

Museum or Historic Town Center please call John Fallon at 978-264-0069.  

 

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: www.ab.mec.edu or 

email your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  



  

 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda 
November 19, 2012 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Grange Meeting Room  

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 7:30 PM   

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

3. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a) Proposed laying out and acceptance of Pine Pasture Run, 7:40 PM 
 Move to approve the laying out of Pine Pasture Run as shown on the plan entitled “Plan of Land in  
 Boxborough Mass. Owner: John Flannery Inc.”, dated July 1, 1997, prepared by R. Wilson and  
 Associates, Land Surveyors and Civil Engineers, 308 Great Road, P.O. Box 238, Littleton, MA, and  
 recorded with the Southern Middlesex Registry of Deeds as Plan 717 of 1997 VOTE: 
 
b) FY 2013 Residential Factor/Tax Classification Hearing, 7:50 PM 
 Move to adopt a residential factor of one, i.e. a single tax rate VOTE: 

4. APPOINTMENTS 
 [Please be advised that times are approximate; please plan to arrive 15 minutes earlier than scheduled]  

a) Candidates for appointment to Recreation Commission – Amy Burke, Abigail (Abby) Reip & Mitzi  
Weil, 8:10 PM 
i. Move to appoint Amy Burke to the Recreation Commission to complete the unexpired term of  

Robert Zurek, effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2014 VOTE: 
ii. Move to appoint Abigail (Abby) Reip to the Recreation Commission to complete the unexpired  

term of Victor (Buzz) Tremblay , effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2014 VOTE: 
iii. Move to appoint Mitzi Weil to the Recreation Commission for a term commencing immediately  

and ending on June 30, 2015 VOTE: 
 
b) Hoff Stuart, candidate for appointment to the Conservation Commission, 8:15 PM 
 Move to appoint Hoff Stuart to the Conservation Commission for a term commencing immediately  

and ending on June 30, 2013 VOTE: 
 
c) Rita Grossman, to discuss BCT Conservation Restriction on “Campbell land”, Depot Road, 8:20 PM 
  
d) Citizens’ concerns  

5. MINUTES  
a) Goals workshop, November 3, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Regular session, November 5, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 

6. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
a) Special Town Meeting, January 7, 2013  

i.  Final votes on articles 
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ii. Review recommendations 
iii. Review funding of articles with FinCom  VOTE: 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a) VoIP – discussion regarding status and funding in an amount not to exceed $...  
 Move to authorize the use of cable funds for the acquisition and installation of VoIP at town facilities  
  in an amount not to exceed $... VOTE: 
b) Community Innovation Challenge Grant 
 Move to support the submission of the Community Innovation Challenge Grant (round 2) for Shared  
 Transportation among Acton, Boxborough, Concord, Littleton, Maynard, Stow, Westford and Clock  
 Tower Place VOTE: 
c) Boxborough Information Technology Committee (BIT.com) – resignations 
 Move to accept with regrets and place on file the resignations of Boxborough Information Technology 
 Committee members Christopher Russo and Jay Bhatia, effective immediately VOTE: 

9.  CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

10. PRESS TIME 

11. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

12. ADJOURN 
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