
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
January 14, 2013 

  
 Approved: January 28, 2013 

 
 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Robert Stemple, Member; and Vincent 

Amoroso, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  He noted that a videographer was not available so this meeting would not be broadcast.  
 

APPOINTMENTS 
• Chair Fox introduced Boxborough’s new Inspector of Buildings/Code Administration Officer, David G. Lindberg. Member 

Powers related the search team’s efforts which resulted in their selection of Mr. Lindberg for this position. The job description 
also encompasses facilities management responsibilities. The January 7th Special Town Meeting approved an increase from 25 
hours to 40 hours for this position. In addition, Mr. Lindberg will be on call 24/7, for emergencies. Town Clerk, Liz 
Markiewicz, swore Mr. Lindberg in.  

 
• Planning Board Chair, Nancy Fillmore; members, John Markiewicz & Owen Neville; and Town Planner, Elizabeth Hughes, 

were present to hold a joint meeting with the Selectmen to consider Eduardo Pontoriero as a candidate to fill the vacancy on 
the Planning Board, due to the resignation of Julie Carroll.  The Planning Board called its meeting into session.  Selectmen 
Chair Fox reviewed this appointment process and the background on tonight’s appointment. He thanked Mr. Pontoriero for the 
thoughtful letter that he submitted seeking this appointment. Planning Board Chair Fillmore reviewed Mr. Pontoriero’s 
participation on the Planning Board as an associate member.   
◊ Selectmen: Due to the vacancy created by Julie Carroll’s resignation, Selectman Powers moved to appoint Eduardo 

Pontoriero to the Planning Board until the next municipal election to be held on May 20, 2013. Seconded by Selectman 
Suleiman. Approved 5-0, by Roll Call Vote:  Fox “aye,” Powers “aye,” Stemple “aye,” Suleiman “aye,” and Amoroso 
“aye.” 

◊ Planning Board:  Due to the vacancy created by Julie Carroll’s resignation, Member Neville moved to appoint Eduardo 
Pontoriero to the Planning Board until the next municipal election to be held on May 20, 2013. Seconded by Chair Fillmore 
Approved 3-0, by Roll Call Vote:  Markiewicz “aye,” Neville “aye,” and Fillmore “aye.” 

 
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items 5 (a-d), out of order. 
MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Regular Sessions of December 17, 2012, as revised and January 7, 2013, as 

written. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Executive Sessions of December 3, 2012 and December 17, 2012, as 

written. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 
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APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Personnel Board Chair, Anne Canfield, was invited to open the discussion on approving a candidate to fill the Planning Board 

vacancy due to the passing of Dick Golden. Philip Kicelemos and Rebecca Neville had expressed interest in serving. Both 
were present as candidates for this position.  Personnel Board Chair Canfield related what she knew about the background of 
Mr. Kicelemos and Ms. Neville.  Chair Fox gave Mr. Kicelemos and Ms. Neville an opportunity to discuss their reasons for 
seeking this position and to relate the expertise and/or experience that they have that could be beneficial to the Personnel 
Board.  Some of the items that Mr. Kicelomos related were that: he has lived here for 44 years; this was a good opportunity to 
serve; he still owns and manages his own investment company; he has a master’s degree; he is familiar with the Town’s tax 
rate and feels that he could do an excellent job working on a budget. Chair Fox then asked Ms. Neville to speak. Ms. Neville 
noted that before she stepped down, last year, as a Selectman she had been the Personnel Board liaison.  She understands the 
municipal budget process; public sector compensation structures; and the Personnel Board’s role & responsibilities. She spoke 
to some of the items that she worked on while she was the Personnel Board liaison, including the Personnel Board’s research 
into establishing a merit-based compensation system.  There was a general discussion regarding the make up of the Personnel 
Board and its governing bylaw. Chair Fox asked for nominations. Member Suleiman moved to nominate Rebecca Neville to 
the Personnel Board to fill the unexpired term of Richard Golden, commencing immediately and ending on June 30, 2013. 
Seconded by Member Powers. Member Amoroso moved to nominate Philip Kicelemos to the Personnel Board to fill the 
unexpired term of Richard Golden, commencing immediately and ending on June 30, 2013. Seconded by Member Stemple.  
Chair Fox called for a vote to approve a candidate:  Rebecca Neville – vote to approve 5-0 and Philip Kicelemos - vote to 
approve 0-5.   

  
• Recreation Commission member, Mitzi Garcia-Weil, as present to introduce Carol Zeroual as a candidate for appointment to 

the Recreation Commission. Further to the recommendation of the Recreation Commission, Member Suleiman moved to 
appoint Carol Zeroual to the Commission for a term effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2015. Seconded by Member 
Powers Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Holiday Inn’s Director of Sales, Lindsay Dean, was present to discuss a “live entertainment” event to be held at the 

Holiday Inn on February 16, 2013.  The Selectmen spoke to the materials provided and reviewed what lead up to tonight’s 
discussion.  Ms. Dean and TA Shaw provided further updates regarding the arrangements for the February 16th event and other 
upcoming events.  The promoter will be following up with Fire Chief White to address the components concerning EMT/Fire 
personnel.  Arrangement should be finalized once these items are addressed.  The Selectmen noted that it is the license 
holder’s responsibility to make sure there is compliance with the Town’s “Policy on Issuance of Entertainment Licenses”.  It is 
important that there is a clear understanding of these responsibilities going forward.  Ms. Dean reviewed the hotel’s practices 
& procedures and their previous experience with similar events. There was also discussion concerning the upcoming departure 
of the General Manager and the arrangements that are being made to manage of the facility during this transitional period.  

 

REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
• Chair Fox opened discussion on nominations for Clerk of the Board. He related the discussions of May 23rd, when it was 

proposed, that Member Powers’ appointment as clerk be for a term of six months. There was discussion regarding the history of 
the Selectmen’s appointment process and the role of the Clerk. Chair Fox called for nominations for the Clerk.  Member Powers 
moved to nominate Vincent Amoroso as Clerk. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  As there were no other nominations Chair Fox 
closed discussion. Approved 5-0.   

 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Amoroso updated the Selectmen on the activities of the Acton-Boxborough School Regionalization Study 

Committee. Some significant concerns have recently arisen. It had been agreed that several key terms of the existing regional 
agreement would be unchanged, as our communities consider the proposed expansion, such as maintaining the current 
assessments formula.  However, an Acton resident recently came forward to propose a major re-working of the assessment 
formula. A subgroup of the Committee met to review his proposal and, the subgroup will be presenting its findings and 
recommendation(s) to the Committee as a whole. The Committee continues to move forward in its preparation for April’s 
Special Town Meetings. Member Amoroso also supports continuing to move forward.   

 
There was discussion regarding voter attendance at town meetings.  

 
• Member Suleiman reported on Energy Committee activities. They are excited about Mr. Lindberg’s appointment. They are 

looking to meet with Department heads to discuss capital planning projects that focus on energy usage.  They are, also, 
looking forward to providing input on when the Town re-negotiates its recycling contract.  DPW Director Garmon has 
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provided some data on the recycling compactor’s usage, which will be reviewed.  The EnCom has suggested that window 
curtains be installed in the Grange Meeting Room. TA Shaw has further suggested that a new stage curtain be included when 
quotes are sought. He also reported that a resident has voiced concern that the AC window unit in data room at the front of 
Town Hall is very unsightly and something should be done about it.  The Selectmen discussed ways to possibly fund the work 
that would be necessary to address this concern.  

 
• Chair Fox reported that he and FinCom’s Jim Ham had met with Chief Ryder to discuss Police & Dispatch budget matters and 

the status of the department’s vehicle fleet.  
 

He also reported that there was discussion, at a recent MAGIC meeting, on zoning options related to the legalization of 
medical marijuana.  Town Counsel is already in communication with the Town on this.  

 
• Member Powers reported that at the last Council on Aging meeting it was reported that in 2012 there were 11,001 van rides.  

There was also a discussion about providing shoveling services for some senior residents.  This service had previously been 
provided but has fallen by the way. The intention is to reach out to area youth groups to re-ignite this program.    

 
He also reported that though he was unable to attend the last Substance Abuse Task Force meeting he had been advised that its 
chair is looking to energize the Task Force’s efforts.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Chair Fox moved to reappoint Irene Boiarski, Lorraine Carvalho, Ralph DeMent, James Faulkner, Michael Fetterman, Heather 

Fleming, Les Fox, Susan Frederickson, Diane Friedman, Kurt Hayes, and Al Murphy to the Stow Road Concept Development 
Committee for terms effective immediately and ending on December 31, 2013. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Powers moved to accept the deed for Pine Pasture Run, pursuant to the authority granted by the vote under Article 7 

of the January 7, 2013 Special Town Meeting, General Laws Chapter 82, Section 21 and any other authority in any way 
appertaining. Seconded by Chair Fox. Approved 5-0.  The deed acceptance was executed by the Selectmen.   

 
• There was discussion on expanding of the scope of the, previously authorized, compensation study and a Reserve Fund 

Transfer to fund these additional services. The expansion of the scope of this study is due to the feedback received after the 
January 7th Special Town Meeting. Member Powers moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to 
transfer $3,000 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5200-5306, Board of Selectmen – Consulting for the purpose of 
expanding the Comprehensive Compensation Study to include the union positions of Public Safety Dispatcher, Public Safety 
Dispatch Supervisor, Firefighter/EMT, Fire Lieutenant, Police Patrolman and Police Sergeant. Seconded by Member Stemple.  
Approved 5-0. 

 
• The MMA and MIIA are holding their Annual Meetings on January 26, 2013. None of the Selectmen are able to attend so TA 

Shaw shall be designated as the Town’s delegate at these meetings.  Member Powers moved to authorize the Chairman of the 
Boxborough Board of Selectmen to designate Town Administrator Selina Shaw as the Town’s voting delegate at the MMA 
and MIIA Annual Meetings to be held on January 26, 2013. Seconded by Chair Fox. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Powers moved to call the annual town meeting, to begin on Monday, May 13, 2013, at 7 PM, to be held at the 

Blanchard Memorial School and if necessary, a special town meeting to be held within the annual town meeting. Seconded by 
Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
• At 9:05 PM, Member Powers moved to adjourn to executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining 

(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200A, Dispatch; Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police; Boxborough 
Professional Firefighters, Local 4601) and to adjourn immediately thereafter. Chair Fox noted that to conduct such session in 
an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Board. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0, by Roll Call Vote: Fox “aye,” Powers “aye,” Stemple “aye,” Suleiman “aye,” and Amoroso “aye.” 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JANUARY 14, 2013 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 

 The FY 2014 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the Town’s website 

(Home page, under “NEWS”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, Finance Committee, School 

Committee and Library Trustee meetings at all times, but especially during the budget season.  Please check 

the web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is important.  

 

 The annual street listing/census forms have been mailed to residents. Please review the information, 

make any corrections necessary, sign the form and promptly return it to the Town Clerk’s office at Town 

Hall. Voters who do not complete their census form will be put on the inactive voter list. Dog owners please 

note that a dog license application for 2013 is included in the census mailing. These are due by March 10.  

Please contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz if you have not received your census form or if you have 

any questions. 

 

 The Boxborough Recreation Commission is once again hosting Boxborough’s Annual Winterfest at Steele 

Farm on Middle Road from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 3rd.  Come join in on a family afternoon of 

winter fun while taking in the beauty of Steele Farm. 

 

 The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Sunday, February 

10th and Sunday, March 10th. Admission is free and all are welcome. Members of the Boxborough Historical 

Society will be on hand to discuss this and the other exhibits. Contact John Fallon for more information or to 

arrange for a private tour.  

 

 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional School District to include 

grades Pre-K through 12. The Acton-Boxborough School Regionalization Study Committee is currently 

hosting public forums in both Boxborough and Acton to update the community and to receive feedback on 

the issue of expanding the current regional schools to include the elementary schools. Forums in Boxborough 

will also include information on an alternative plan if regionalization does not pass Town Meeting. For a list 

of forum dates and locations or for more information please go to the Town’s website under NEWS.  

Residents can also provide their input to the Study Committee via a link on this NEWS posting.  
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 Residents are reminded that a winter parking ban is in effect from Nov. 15th until April 1st. On street 

parking is not allowed between the hours of 1:00 AM and 6:00 AM and at all times whenever inclement 

weather is forecasted. Also no overnight or weekend parking is allowed at any of the Town owned facilities, 

without permission. Unattended vehicles can obstruct the snow removal operations and may be subject to 

towing. Please go to the Town’s website under NEWS or contact the DPW for more information.  

 

 Sand is now available to be picked up by residents at the DPW facility. 

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear what 

you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  You learn more by going to the Link on the Town’s website 

under “NEWS” for background on the project and to provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line 

“Suggestion Box” survey. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate member), 

Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Energy Committee (1), 

Personnel Board (1), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Comm. (1) Recreation Commission (2) and the 

Steele Farm Advisory Committee (1).  Also, the Town Moderator is seeking 3 volunteers to serve on the 

Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and 

rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town 

government work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: www.ab.mec.edu or 

email your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  

 

 Please contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz 978-263-1116 x 117 if you have any questions regarding the 

street census form or licensing your dog. 

 

 For more information on the winter parking ban please go to the Town’s website under NEWS or contact 

the DPW at 978-263-1600.   

 

 For more information on the Boxborough Museum or to arrange for a small group private tour of the 

Museum or Historic Town Center please call John Fallon at 978-264-0069.  

 

 



  

 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda 
January 14, 2013 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Grange Meeting Room  

REVISED 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 7:00 PM  

2. APPOINTMENTS 
a) Introduction and swearing in of new Inspector of Buildings/Code Administration Officer, David G. 

Lindberg, 7:00 PM 
b) Eduardo Pontoriero, candidate to fill Planning Board vacancy – jointly with Planning Board, 7:05 PM  
 Due to the vacancy created by Julie Carroll’s resignation, move to appoint Eduardo Pontoriero to  ROLL CALL 
 the Planning Board until the next municipal election to be held on May 20, 2013 VOTE  
c) Philip Kicelemos and Rebecca Neville, candidates for appointment to the Personnel Board, 7:30 PM  
 Move to appoint _________ to the Personnel Board to fill the unexpired term of Richard Golden, 
  commencing immediately and ending on June 30, 2013 VOTE: 
d) Carol Zeroual, candidate for appointment to the Recreation Commission, 7:45 PM   
 Further to the recommendation of the Recreation Commission, move to appoint Carol Zeroual to the 
 Commission for a term effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2015 VOTE:  
e) Lindsay Dean, Director of Sales, Holiday Inn regarding “live entertainment” event to be held at the 
 Holiday Inn on February 16, 2013, 7:50 PM 
f) Citizens concerns [may be taken out of order after 2b] 

3. REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
a) Nominations for Clerk 
 [Call for nominations… close nominations… vote…] VOTE: 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

5. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, December 17, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Regular session, January 7, 2013 ACCEPT & POF 
c) Executive session December 3, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 
d) Executive session December 17, 2012 ACCEPT & POF 

6. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Reappointment to the Stow Road Concept Development Committee  
 Move to reappoint Irene Boiarski, Lorraine Carvalho, Ralph DeMent, James Faulkner, Michael  
 Fetterman, Heather Fleming, Les Fox, Susan Frederickson, Diane Friedman, Kurt Hayes, and Al  
 Murphy to the Stow Road Concept Development Committee for terms effective immediately and  
 ending on June 30, 2013 VOTE: 
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b) Acceptance of Deed - Pine Pasture Run  
Move to accept the deed for Pine Pasture Run, pursuant to the authority granted by the vote under  
Article 7 of the January 7, 2013 Special Town Meeting, General Laws Chapter 82, Section 21 and  
any other authority in any way appertaining VOTE: 

 
c) Reserve Fund Transfer  

Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $3,000 from the 
 Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5200-5306, Board of Selectmen – Consulting for the purpose of 
 expanding the Comprehensive Compensation Study to include the union positions of Public Safety  

Dispatcher, Public Safety Dispatch Supervisor, Firefighter/EMT, Fire Lieutenant, Police Patrolman  
and Police Sergeant  VOTE: 

 
d) MMA and MIIA Annual Meetings, January 26, 2013 
 Move to authorize the Chairman of the Boxborough Board of Selectmen to designate Town  
 Administrator Selina Shaw as the Town’s voting delegate at the MMA and MIIA Annual Meetings to  
 be held on  January 26, 2013 VOTE: 
 
e) Special Town Meeting/ Annual Town Meeting, May 13, 2013 
 Move to call the annual town meeting, to begin on Monday, May 13, 2013, at 7 PM, to be held at the 
 Blanchard Memorial School and if necessary, a special town meeting to be held within the annual 
 town meeting VOTE: 
 

9. CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

10. PRESS TIME 

11. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
Move to adjourn to executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining  
(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200A, Dispatch; Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200,  ROLL CALL 
Police; Boxborough Professional Firefighters, Local 4601) and to adjourn immediately thereafter  VOTE: 
  
Chair shall state: “To conduct such session in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the  
bargaining position of the Board.” 
 

13. ADJOURN 
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