
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
February 25, 2013 

 
Approved: March 18, 2013 

 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair pro tem; Robert Stemple, Member; Frank Powers, Member; and Raid 

Suleiman, Member  
 
ABSENT:  Chair Les Fox 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator  
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair pro tem Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair pro tem Amoroso read the announcements. 

APPOINTMENTS 
• There were no citizens concerns. 

MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the regular session of February 4, 2013, as modified. Seconded by Member 

Suleiman.  Approved 4-0. 
 
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the BoS Fire Department team’s budget meeting of February 11, 2013, as 

written. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 4-0. 
 
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the regular session of February 11, 2013 as modified. Seconded by Member 

Stemple.  Approved 4-0. 
 
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the executive session of February 11, 2013, with one addition. Seconded by 

Member Stemple.  Approved 4-0. 
 
• Member Powers moved to accept as written the minutes for the executive sessions of the Contract Negotiating Team – Police 

on February 11, 2013 and the Contract Negotiating Team - Dispatch, on February 13, 2013. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  
Approved 4-0. 

 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Chair pro tem Amoroso reported that the Regional Study Committee is preparing a response to a presentation by Boxborough 

members for the next Study Committee meeting being held on March 6.  On March 7, the Study Committee will present its 
recommendations to the A-B Regional School Committee.  

 
Chair pro tem Amoroso also reported that he has been in contact with a Stow Selectman regarding the possibility of 
Boxborough offering a limited number of Transfer Station stickers to Stow residents for a limited period of time at a cost to be 
determined.  

 
• Member Powers reported that he and Chair Fox recently met with representatives of the Dispatchers’ Union.  
 

He also reported that Chief White is drafting a response to Frank Hubley’s letter regarding the emergency generator project.  



02/25/13   2

 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Chair pro tem Amoroso reported that FY 2014 budget revisions had been submitted by a number of departments: Fire, DPW, 

Minuteman Regional School District, Acton-Boxborough Regional School District and Maturing Debt, resulting in a total 
decrease of $90,875. It was noted that although there was an overall increase in the ABRS budget, Boxborough’s share was 
down due to declining enrollment. 

 
• Discussion opened on closing the Annual/Special Town Meeting warrant. Member Suleiman advised that the Energy Comm. 

requested a placeholder for an energy assessment for all town facilities and moved to so add.  Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 4 – 0.    TA Shaw advised the Selectmen of the need for three additional placeholders: 1) concrete replacement at 
the Library, 2) a cell phone repeater at the Blanchard School and 3) a recently received petition article from Phil Kicelemos to 
freeze wages, hiring and promotions across all town departments.  Member Powers discussed the articles for Police and Fire 
radios and noted that he is working with the department heads to possibly coordinate the communications into one article.  He 
also would like to ensure compatibility of the equipment.  Additionally, Member Powers suggested that a phased approach 
would make more fiscal sense if we were not successful with the grant application.  TA Shaw said that she would clarify the 
need for an appropriation for a town share if the fire department was successful in its grant.  Resident Maria Neyland asked the 
Board why there is a reserve fund transfer request to cover the replacement of the fuel dispensing system when there is a town 
meeting just two months away.  Chair pro tem Amoroso explained that the DPW Director had informed the Board that the 
system was malfunctioning, and there was the need to replace sooner rather than later. Maria expressed concern regarding the 
amount of money and commented on the need for better planning. Member Suleiman moved to close the warrant for the 
Annual Town Meeting and the Special Town Meeting within the Annual Town Meeting to be held beginning May 13, 2013, 
with the addition of placeholder articles and the petition article discussed.  Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 4-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Chair pro tem Amoroso introduced the matter of the Reserve Fund Transfer Request from the DPW. Member Stemple moved 

to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $29,000 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-429-
5400-5484, Highway Fuel Expenses for the purpose of replacing the existing fuel dispensing system Seconded by Member 
Powers.  Approved 4-0. 

 
• Chair pro tem Amoroso spoke to the request from the Boxborough Conservation Trust to serve wine and beer at their annual 

meeting and moved to authorize the Boxborough Conservation Trust to serve beer and wine at their 2013 annual meeting, 
being held at the Sargent Memorial Library on April 6, 2013, subject to the conditions specified on the application, and 
further, to waive the fee. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 4-0.  

 
• Chair pro tem Amoroso spoke to the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission’s request regarding an estimate of the Town’s 

temporary population and read the ABCC documents regarding same. Chair pro tem Amoroso moved to authorize the 
execution of a letter to the ABCC stating that acting under authority granted in MGL ch138 §17 as amended, the Board of 
Selectmen estimates that there will be no temporary increase to the resident population of the Town of Boxborough as of July 
10, 2013; the population will remain at approximately 5,000. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 4-0. 

 
ADJOURN  

• At 8:15 PM, it was moved and seconded to adjourn. Approved 4-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FEBRUARY 25, 2013 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 On Monday, March 18th, the Board of Selectmen will hold a number of  public hearings, here in the 

Grange Meeting Room, Boxborough Town Hall, related to potential bylaw changes –  

• Personnel Plan 

• Finance Committee Bylaw  

• Dog License Bylaw 

• Dog Control Bylaw 

Also on the 18th, the DPW Director will present proposed changes to transfer station fees, and proposed fees 

for drop off of bulk items. Please join us and provide you input to the Selectmen.   

 

 Save the Date.......Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 13th. More details 

will be provided in the coming months.  

 

 

 The FY 2014 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the Town’s website 

(Home page, under “NEWS”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, Finance Committee, School 

Committee and Library Trustee meetings at all times, but especially during the budget season.  Please check 

the web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is important.  

 

 Nomination papers are now available for elected town offices at the Town Clerk’s office, Boxborough 

Town Hall, 29 Middle Road. The annual Town Election will be held May 20th. Offices that will be on this 

year’s ballot are:  

Board of Selectmen 

Board of Health   

Planning Board  

Local and Regional School Committee  

Town Clerk 

Moderator 

and Constable 

The last day to file completed papers is Monday, April 1 at 5:00 PM.  
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 The annual street listing/census forms have been mailed to residents. Please contact the Town Clerk, Liz 

Markiewicz if you have not received your census form or if you have any questions about the census or your 

voting status. 

 

  The deadline for 2013 dog license is March 10th.  All dogs in Massachusetts are required to be licensed 

annually.  Dog license applications were sent out with your street census forms.  Applications can also be 

obtained at Town Hall or downloaded from the town website. The cost of a license is $10 for a spayed or 

neutered dogs; $15 otherwise and there is no fee for residents over seventy. Applications and proof of rabies 

vaccination can be mailed in or dropped off to the Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall.  Late fees will be 

assessed after March 10th. Please note, as the 10th falls on a Sunday, applications will be accepted Monday, 

March 11th, without penalty.  However, all applications received by mail must be postmarked before March 

10th.  

 

 The Nashoba Boards of Health will be sponsoring several rabies vaccination clinics in the coming weeks. 

There will be one Saturday, March 9, from 1pm-3pm at Littleton Animal Hospital, 29 King St., Littleton. For 

more information on this service or the other clinics being offered, please go to the Town’s website under 

NEWS for more information.  

 

 The Boxborough Grange #131 has postponed its 127th Anniversary Meeting until April 2013.  

 

 The February 24th Boxborough Historical Society Pot Luck Supper that was cancelled due to the weather 

has been rescheduled to Sunday, March 24, 2013.  
 

 The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm Sunday, March 10th. 

Admission is free and all are welcome. Members of the Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand to 

discuss this and the other exhibits. Contact John Fallon for more information or to arrange for a private tour.  

 

 Congratulations to Boxborough’s own, Melissa Reilly, for taking home a Silver Medal in alpine skiing at 

the Special Olympics World Winter Games recently held in PyeongChang, South Korea.  

 

 Residents are reminded that a winter parking ban is in effect until April 1st. On street parking is not allowed 

between the hours of 1:00 AM and 6:00 AM and at all times whenever inclement weather is forecasted. Also 

no overnight or weekend parking is allowed at any of the Town owned facilities, without permission. 
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Unattended vehicles can obstruct the snow removal operations and may be subject to towing. Please go to the 

Town’s website under NEWS or contact the DPW for more information.  

 

 Sand is now available to be picked up by residents at the DPW facility. 

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear what 

you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  You learn more by going to the Link on the Town’s website 

under “NEWS” for background on the project and to provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line 

“Suggestion Box” survey. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate member), 

Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Energy Committee (1), Planning 

Board (1 associate member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Comm. (1) and the Steele Farm Advisory 

Committee (2).  Also, the Town Moderator is seeking 3 volunteers to serve on the Finance Committee.  

Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. 

No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 

 Please contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz 978-263-1116 x 117 if you have any questions regarding 

nomination papers, street census form or licensing your dog. 

 

 For more information on the winter parking ban please go to the Town’s website under NEWS or contact 

the DPW at 978-263-1600.   

 

 Please call 978-263-2241 to RSVP if you plan to attend the Boxborough Grange’s Anniversary Meeting on 

Friday, March 8th. 

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you wish to arrange a 

private tour of the Boxborough’s Historic Town Center of to volunteer to bring something to the Historical 

Society’s Annual Pot Luck Supper. 
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