
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
April 1, 2013 

Approved: April 22, 2013 
 

PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Vincent Amoroso, Clerk; Member; Robert Stemple, Member; Frank Powers, Member; 
and Raid Suleiman, Member  

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:32 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Fox read the announcements.  
 
APPOINTMENTS 
• Citizens concerns – None 
 
MINUTES  
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the regular sessions of March 18, 2013 & March 25, 2013, as revised: the 

executive sessions of March 18, 2013 & March 25, 2013; and [BoS Contract Negotiating Team re: Fire] of March 26, 2013, all 
as written. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved: 4-0-1 (Member Amoroso abstained) 

 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Amoroso reported that he received a response from his counterpart on the Stow Board of Selectmen on their proposal 

seeking access to the Boxborough Transfer Station for residents of Stow.  Discussions are on-going.   
 

He also noted that, though, there are updates on AB Regional Study Committee activities, but he will discuss them under #8a. 
 
• Member Stemple reported that the Steele Farm Advisory Comm. has made revisions to their proposed ATM Article. They 

reviewed the current condition of the barn, what needs to be done to keep it safe and prevent deterioration. They are working 
on obtaining quotes. They are also discussing fund raising opportunities such as re-launching Christmas tree sales or an 
“adopt-a-tree” program.  

 
• Chair Fox reported that MAGIC conducted a working group, here at Town Hall on March 26th, to address agricultural 

concerns. With the formation of this group MAPC is recognizing that agricultural interests are important to the region. He 
encourages anyone that is interested in participating contact himself or the Agricultural Comm.  

 
He also reported that the working draft of the Stow Road Concept Development RFP has been sent to Town Counsel for 
review.  The SRCDC also intends to have a booth at Fifer’s Day, again this year.   

 
• Member Powers reported that discussions continue with the three unions. The negotiating team met with Fire last week and 

will be meeting again on Wednesday.  They will be meeting with Police on Tuesday. 
 

He reported that he met with Chief White to discuss the Command Vehicle Article; reviewing the input received from 
FinCom, the vehicle proposed by the Chief and Chief’s vehicle & equipment specifications. 

 
Member Powers also reported that the Council on Aging has been in discussion with Minuteman Senior Services regarding 
their annual assessment to Boxborough. Minuteman has re-calculated and our assessment has been re-issued and reduced to 
$700 far less than the $1,200 that Minuteman had originally cited.  
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The Selectmen took Agenda Items # 8(a-c), out of order. 
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen opened discussion on a proposal to call a Special Town Meeting on June 3, 2013.  Boxborough School 

Committee Chair and A-B Regional School Comm. member, Maria Neyland and Boxborough School Comm. member; A-B 
Regional School Comm. member; and Regional Study Committee member, Mary Brolin were present for this discussion. 
Neyland, Brolin and Member Amoroso updated the Selectmen on recent activities concerning the proposed expansion of the 
Acton-Boxborough Regional School District. Brolin outlined the revisions that were proposed by Boxborough representatives 
on the Study Comm. in order to achieve a consensus so this could move forward.  The Study Comm. will be presenting this 
revised proposal to the A-B Regional School Comm. on April 10th and they anticipate ABRSC will vote it on May 2nd. The 
intention is to hold concurrent Special Town Meetings in Acton and Boxborough on Monday, June 3rd.  The Acton Selectmen 
have voted to call this Special Town Meeting. It was noted that DESE will also have to approve the proposed revisions to the 
District Agreement. The timeline/benchmarks needed in order to be ready for the June 3rd STMs were discussed.  There was 
discussion on the materials to be included in the proposed warrant and the grant funds that may be available to cover the 
necessary expenses.  There was discussion on Town Counsel’s concerns regarding the disposition of the Blanchard School - 
conveying the Blanchard from the Town to the District.  It was determined that the Boxborough stakeholders would consult 
with Town Counsel and then District and, possibly, Acton stakeholders and their attorneys could be invited in to conference 
on this issue at a later time if necessary. It was noted that if Section 5 e – [Enrollment] Rolling Average fails to gain the 
necessary approvals – local and state, then Boxborough loses a significant protection. There is concern that there would be 
little support for the revised agreement without “5e.” Member Powers moved to call a special town meeting to be held at 7PM 
on June 3, 2013, at the Blanchard Memorial School for the purpose of considering expansion of the regional school district 
with Acton to include grades pre-K – 12. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• Further to the request of Town Clerk, Elizabeth Markiewicz, Member Stemple moved to appoint Alan Rohwer, Kevin 

Mahoney and Norman Hanover as Temporary Election Workers and Temporary Constables for terms beginning effective 
immediately and ending on June 30, 2013. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Suleiman moved to notify the Town’s inhabitants who are qualified to vote, by the posting of the warrant no later 

than April 23, 2013, of the Special State Primaries for Senator in Congress, to be held at Ward 1, Precinct 1, the Boxborough 
Town Hall on Tuesday, April 30, 2013, from 7 AM to 8 PM. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen re-opened discussion on Westford’s request to join the 495 Regional Technology Center Economic Target 

Area (ETA). There was a review of the discussions of March 18th when Westford Town Manager Jodi Ross and members of 
their Economic Development Committee presented this request.  Since then the stakeholder have gotten together and 
developed a proposed Inter-municipal Memorandum of Understanding. This is a positive for all involved. There was 
discussion on the process needed to bring Westford in the ETA.  
◊ Member Stemple moved to approve the request of the Westford Board of Selectmen and the Westford Economic 

Committee to allow the town of Westford to join the 495 Regional Technology Center Economic Target Area, provided 
that there are no costs incurred by the town of Boxborough in the pursuit of the amended ETA. Seconded by Member 
Powers.  Approved 5-0. 

◊ Member Stemple moved to execute Memorandum of Understanding with the Town of Westford in order to pursue 
regional economic development goals. Seconded by Member Powers.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen did a final review of the proposed FY 2014 Budget.  There was a general discussion as to how the items, that 

the Selectmen may seek to amend at Town Meeting, would be referenced in the warrant.  Chair Fox moved to approve the 
final FY 14 Budget, Rev. 3/29/13 for total expenses of $19,598,284. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 4-0-1 on #210-
Police (Member Suleiman abstained) and Approved 5-0 on all others.  

 
• The Selectmen took up the final review of the Annual/Special Town Meeting warrant articles; final vote on their 

recommendations and signing of the warrant.   
 
STM 

# Nature of Article Vote / Comment  
1. Fund Cost Items Of 1st Year Of Collective 

Bargaining Agreement - Massachusetts Coalition Of 
Police, Local 200, Police  

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #1 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 4-0-
1 (Member Suleiman abstained) 

2. Fund Cost Items Of 1st Year Of Collective 
Bargaining Agreement - Boxborough Professional 
Firefighters Assoc., Local 4601 

Chair Fox moved to approve Articles #2 and 3 as well as the 
Board’s Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. 
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# Nature of Article Vote / Comment  
3. Fund Cost Items Of 1st Year Of Collective 

Bargaining Agreement - Massachusetts Coalition Of 
Police, Local 200A, Dispatch 

Approved 5-0. 

4. Prior Year Bill – Dog Officer Chair Fox moved to approve Article #4 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

5. Capital Improvements: Reconfigure Transfer Station 
-DPW 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #5 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

  
ATM  

# Nature of Article Vote / Comment 
1. Choose Town Officers  N/A 

2. Receive Reports Chair Fox moved to approve Article #2 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

3. Set Salaries and Compensation of Officers Chair Fox moved to approve Article #3 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

4. Petition Article - Freeze wages, hiring, promotions N/A 

5. 
Personnel Administration Plan Changes Chair Fox moved to approve Article #5 as well as the Board’s 

Recommendation as revised. Seconded by Member Powers. 
Approved 5-0. 

6. Town Operating Budget  N/A 

7. Transfer to Stabilization Fund Chair Fox moved to approve Article #7 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

8. Transfer to Other Post-Employment Benefits 
(OPEB) Trust Fund 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #8 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

9. 
Capital Improvements: Replacement Windows - 
Town Hall (Original Section) 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #9 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation as revised. Seconded by Member Powers. 
Approved 5-0. 

10.
Capital Equipment Acquisition: Replacement 
Vehicle –Inspector Of Buildings - Town Hall 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #10 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation as revised. Seconded by Member Suleiman. 
Approved 5-0. 

11. Communications consultant and town share of radio 
grant - Fire Dept. 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #11 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

12. Capital Equipment Acquisition: Emergency 
Response Command Vehicle - Fire Dept.  

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #12 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

13. Capital Equipment Acquisition: Replace Ambulance 
- Fire Dept. 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #12 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

14. Capital Equipment Acquisition: Replacement of 
Air-Paks - Fire Dept.  

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #12 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

15.
Capital Equipment Acquisition: Four Wheel Drive 
All Terrain Mower – DPW 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #15 as revised as well as the 
Board’s Recommendation. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0. 

16.
Capital Equipment Acquisition: Replace 2 
Dumpsters at the Transfer Station – DPW 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #16 as revised as well as the 
Board’s Recommendation. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0. 

17.
Capital Improvements: Replace 2 HVAC systems – 
Police Dept.  

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #17 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 4-0-1 
(Member Suleiman abstained) 

18.
Capital Equipment Acquisition: Replace radios – 
Police Dept. 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #18 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 4-0-1 
(Member Suleiman abstained) 

19.
Capital Equipment Acquisition: Electronic control 
devices (“tasers”) – Police Dept. 

Chair Fox moved to approve Article #19 as revised as well as the 
Board’s Recommendation as revised. Seconded by Member 
Powers. Approved 4-0-1 (Member Suleiman abstained) 

20. Capital Improvements: Replacement of Windows – 
Blanchard School  

N/A 

21. Capital Improvements: Security upgrades –
Blanchard School 

N/A 

22. Capital Improvements: Concrete sidewalk N/A 
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# Nature of Article Vote / Comment 
replacement (front entrance areas) – Blanchard 
School & Sargent Library 

23.
Capital Improvements: Cell phone repeater - 
Blanchard School 

Chair Fox moved to approve the Board’s Recommendation on 
Article #23 as presented this evening. Seconded by Member 
Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

24. Capital Improvements: Steele Farm barn  Chair Fox moved to approve Article #24 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

25.
Transfer to ToB Conservation Trust Fund  Chair Fox moved to approve Article #25 as well as the Board’s 

Recommendation as revised. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0. 

26. Amend Zoning Bylaw: Add Section 7900-Medical 
Marijuana Treatment Centers 

N/A 

27.
Amend Zoning Bylaw: – Amend Section 4003(1)- 
Residential Uses and Section 4300-Special Permits 
in Town Center District and Delete Section 5004 

N/A 

28. Amend Zoning Bylaw: Amend Section 4107- 
Accessory Apartment 

N/A 

29. Amend Finance Committee Bylaw  Minor wording change to article replace “...no less...” with         
“...no fewer...” No Recommendation required.   

30.
Amend Dog Control Bylaw Chair Fox moved to approve Articles #30 as revised as well as the 

Board’s Recommendation. Seconded by Member Suleiman. 
Approved 5-0. 

31. Amend Dog Licensing Bylaw Chair Fox moved to approve #31as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0. 

32.
Establish Veterans Tax Work Off Program  Chair Fox moved to approve Article #32 as well as the Board’s 

Recommendation as revised. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0. 

33. Personal real estate exemptions  Chair Fox moved to approve Article #33 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

34. Chapter 90 Highway Reimbursement Program Chair Fox moved to approve Article #34 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

35. Reauthorize Revolving Funds Chair Fox moved to approve Article #35 as well as the Board’s 
Recommendation. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

 
The Selectmen signed the warrant.  

 
• The Selectmen reviewed of the Open Space Survey which is to be included in the back of the warrant.  

 
CORRESPONDENCE  
• There was discussion on the correspondence from the Norton Board of Selectmen concerning M.G.L. Ch. 40B. It was been 

forwarded to the Housing Board.  
• There was discussion on the Shared Transportation Study Report Summary. Member Powers reported that Planner Hughes 

had attended a meeting earlier today on this, but he had not had an opportunity to speak to her.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
At 10:25 PM, Member Powers moved to adjourn to executive session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining  
(Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200A, Dispatch; Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police; Boxborough 
Professional Firefighters, Local 4601 and to adjourn immediately thereafter. Seconded by Member Stemple. To conduct such 
session in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Board.  Approved 5-0, by Roll Call 
Vote: Fox “aye,” Powers “aye,” Stemple “aye,” Suleiman “aye,” and Amoroso “aye.”  
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

APRIL 1, 2013 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 We apologize for the quality of the Boxborough Government Channel broadcast. We are aware of the issues 

and are working to resolve them.  

 

 Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 13th.  The draft warrant and draft FY 

14 budget are available on the Town’s website (Home page, under “NEWS”).  

 

 In the coming weeks, it will be decided whether or not to move forward with a special town meeting to 

consider expanding the Acton-Boxborough Regional School District to include grades pre-K through 12. 

If it is decided to proceed, a special town meeting would most likely be held on Monday, June 3rd (not April 

29th as had been previously announced).   

 

 There will be a Special State Primary Election held on Tuesday, April 30th to select candidates for the 

office of Senator in Congress.  

 

 All dogs in Massachusetts are required to be licensed annually.  The deadline to renew your dog license for 

2013 was March 10th.   If you have not already licensed your dog, you will now be charged a late fee of 

$25.00. Applications can still be obtained at Town Hall or downloaded from the town website. 

 

 The Boxborough Emergency Reserve Corps or BERC is holding an Open House this Saturday April 6th at 

the Sargent Memorial Library from 9:30 AM to Noon.  It is open to residents interested in family and pet 

emergency preparedness as well as those interested in helping Boxborough when faced with emergencies.  At 

10:00 AM there will be presentations from the Chiefs of Police and Fire, Emergency Reserve volunteers and 

others. Attendees will also have the chance to win a personal 72 hour Emergency Kit. Refreshments will be 

provided. 



04012013                                                                                                                                           2 

 

 The 127th Anniversary Meeting of the Boxborough Grange #131 has been rescheduled to Friday April 

12th at 7:30 PM. in the Grange Room of the Boxborough Town Hall. This meeting will feature various 

presentations including the annual Grange Community Service Award, which recognizes a deserving 

Boxborough citizen or group.   The public is invited and admission is free but please call 978-263-2241 to 

RSVP if you plan to attend.  

 

 Saturday, April 27th, is National Prescription Drug Take Back Day. As part of this initiative the 

Boxborough Police Department, in conjunction with the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration, will be 

providing the public an opportunity to prevent prescription drug abuse and theft. There will be collection of 

potentially dangerous, expired, unused, or unwanted prescription drugs from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the 

Police Station, 520 Mass. Ave. This program is open everyone not just Boxborough residents. If you can't 

make it in on April 27th you can stop by the Police Department any time and use the 24 hour drop box 

located in the lobby.  Please go to the Boxborough Police Department’s website if you need more 

information.  

 

 Friends of the Boxborough Library will hold their Spring Book Sale at the Sargent Memorial Library 

from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM on Saturday, April 27th.  A preview sale for members will take place Friday, 

April 26th from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (Memberships are always available at the door). The Friends of the 

Library would also ask that you to save your unwanted used books to donate to this sale during the week of 

April 22nd, during regular Library hours. The funds from this sale support many library programs that help to 

make the Library a special place.  

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear what 

you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road. To learn more or to provide your opinion, by completing a brief 

on-line survey, go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS”.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 



04012013                                                                                                                                           3 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern. The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate member), 

Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Energy Committee (1), Public 

Celebrations & Ceremonies Comm. (1) and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2).  Also, the Town 

Moderator is seeking 2 volunteers to serve on the Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a 

town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge 

or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  

 

 

 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 

 For questions regarding the Boxborough Firefighters Association’s100th Anniversary commemorative t-

shirts please contact Lt. Jason Malinowski at jmalinowski@boxboroughfire.com. 

 

 Please contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz 978-263-1116 x 117 if you have any questions regarding 

licensing your dog. 

 

 To learn about National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day please visit Boxborough Police Department 

website: www.boxboroughpolice.com.  
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 Please call 978-263-2241 to RSVP if you plan to attend the Boxborough Grange’s Anniversary Meeting on 

Friday, April 12th. 
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