
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
July 15, 2013 

 
Approved: July 29, 2013 
 
 

PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Les Fox, Member and Jim Gorman, Member 
 
ABSENT:  Raid Suleiman 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Amoroso read the announcements. 

APPOINTMENTS  
• Howard Sobel was present to request that Selectmen, as the Local Licensing Authority, approve him as the new manager 

under the ABCC license issued to the Hotel Boxborough Lessee, LLC.  Mr. Sobel discussed his background and updated the 
Selectmen regarding various activities at the Holiday Inn since coming on as the facility’s manager. Member Fox moved to 
approve and forward to the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission the petition of the Hotel Boxborough Lessee, LLC, dba 
Holiday Inn Boxborough Woods, located at 242 Adams Place, to change the manager of the Hotel’s beverage service 
operations from Ron Cuomo to Howard Sobel. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 4-0. 

 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items # 4a & 5, out of order.  
MINUTES  
• Member Fox moved to accept the minutes for the regular session of June 10, 2013, as revised. Seconded by Member Stemple.  

Approved 4-0. 
 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Gorman reported that he has been working with Town Clerk Markiewicz to identify Civil War veterans.  
 
• Member Stemple noted that though he could report on activities concerning Steele Farm he will defer any comments until the 

Steele Farm Conservation Restriction discussion, later in the agenda.  
 
• Chair Amoroso reported that the Boxborough School Committee has designated Gary Kushner as their representative in the 

IMA discussions. They continue work on the background material, in preparation for these negotiations.  
 

He also reported that when the current heat wave began the week of July 4th Chief White, with assistance from town staff and 
volunteers, activated a Cooling Center at the Library.  Chair Amoroso thanked Chief White and those employees & volunteers 
for all of their hard work in providing this resource to residents. The Town now has a set of guidelines for instances when the 
Emergency Management Dir. (Fire Chief) declares a heat emergency.   

 
• Member Fox reported that the Stow Rd Concept Development Comm. has viewed four RFQ proposals and selected two. TA 

Shaw is in negotiations with one of the two finalists.    
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Member Fox also reported that Police Chief Ryder is requesting that he be allowed to carry-over 70 hours of unused vacation 
time into FY 14. This would be in addition to the 200 hours he is allowed to retain under his contract.  This is similar to a 
request Chief Ryder made last year. There was a review of the July 2, 2012 discussion which resulted in the Selectmen 
approving Chief Ryder’s carry-over of an additional 74 hours of vacation time.   At that time it was pointed out to the Chief 
that this surplus had to use up during FY 13. Over the past year, the Chief has had difficulty taking time off due to officer 
injuries and staffing, in general. However, he is confident that he can use up the surplus 70 hours before Sept. 2013. There was 
a review of vacation hours currently accumulated by Chief Ryder and how they are calculated. The Selectmen discussed their 
concerns: the need to take vacation to ensure an employee’s well being and productivity; carrying over this compensational 
time potentially exposes the town to significant unanticipated costs if that employee leaves; this is the second year, in a row, 
that a request for almost the exact same amount of time has been made by him; this request & discussion should have taken 
place during FY 13; by contract he is still allowed to carry-over/retain 200 vacation hours; and no written plan has been 
presented by the Chief as to how and when he proposes to use up this 70 hours of surplus time. The Selectmen do appreciate 
Chief Ryder’s dedication to the Town; however there was reluctance to approve this request. Member Gorman moved to deny 
Police Chief Warren Ryder’s request to carryover an additional 70 hours of vacation time beyond the 200 hours allowed under 
his contract. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 4-0. 

 
APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Bruce Hager, Steele Farm Advisory Committee; Alan Rohwer, Boxborough Historic Commission; Rita Gibes-Grossman, 

Boxborough Conservation Trust; John Fallon, Boxborough Historical Society and other interested parties were present to 
discuss the Baseline Documentation Report for Steele Farm. Rohwer led the discussion – providing background and updates 
on this component of the Conservation Restriction project. There was discussion on this and the other related documents.  It 
was clarified that Steele Farm will remain a municipal property and that the management plan is intended to serve as the 
Town’s guideline for operating the property. The Selectmen can modify the management plan from time to time.  TA Shaw 
will facilitate the distribution of the necessary documents. Upon receipt from The Trustees of Reservations of the revised 
pages noted in the 7/11/13 (10:09AM) email from Andrew Bentley, Member Stemple moved to authorize the Board of 
Selectman Chair (or the Town Administrator), as representative of the Town, to acknowledge the Baseline Document Report 
as accurate. Seconded by Member Gorman.  Approved 4-0. 

 
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items # 6a, b & 7a, out of order.  
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen re-opened discussion on their FY 14 liaison assignments, which was continued so that Member Suleiman could 

provide input. Unfortunately, he was unable to be present tonight. It was determined that this is the finalized list for FY 14 and 
Member Suleiman can contact the respective member if he wishes to discuss switching.  

 
• The Selectmen determined that their August 12, 2013, meeting would be cancelled.  
 
• Though not on the agenda, TA Shaw advised that due to an oversight, her name was not included in the June 24, 2013, 

enmasse Town Employees reappointments. Consistent with the agreement which was executed and ratified at our last meeting 
on June 24, 2013, Member Fox moved to appoint Selina Shaw to the position of Town Administrator, Chief Procurement 
Officer and ADAAA Compliance Officer for the term commencing July 1, 2013, through September 30, 2016. Seconded by 
Member Stemple.  Approved 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• The Town has received a Notice of Sale and Conversion of a Portion of 94 Chester Road (currently in Chapter 61, forestry). 

Even though the owners (Morans) have advised that they are converting land to their own use, and may not need to exercise 
this option, they are still formally requesting that the Town sign-off on its right of first refusal per MGL.Chapter 61. Member 
Fox moved not to exercise the Town’s first right of refusal with respect to the sale of a portion of 94 Chester Road (Parcel A). 
Seconded by Member Gorman.  Approved 4-0. 

 
 
APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Town Planner Elizabeth Hughes was present to review the process related to FEMA’s preliminary updating of Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps.  Planner Hughes provided background on recent studies conducted by FEMA in the Concord River 
basin. As a result of these studies FEMA is revising their Flood Plain maps for this region. They have issued preliminary plans 
and published notices in the local papers. Planner Hughes has sent notice, by certified mail, to the 11 property owners 
impacted. She reviewed the process for communities to provide feedback; appeals process to seek a revision to this mapping, 
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FEMA’s technical requirements and the threshold that must be met for an appeal to be considered.  An individual property 
owner could seek one of these appeals, but it would need to be submitted through the Town incorporating specific technical 
and scientific data; making this process prohibitive. She also explained a property owners can seek a re-classification of 
specific structures on their property by filing a Letter of Map Amendment “LOMA”; submitting evidence that the elevations of 
those identified structures takes those structures out of that flood plain designation. This is just for the buildings surveyed not 
the parcel itself, which can only be accomplished through FEMA’s formal appeal process.  Hughes advised that based on the 
materials received these revisions do not affect Town-owned properties. It is her opinion that the Town does not need to 
appeal these proposed revisions to FEMA’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps. She will inform the Selectmen if a property owner 
does seek to submit an appeal.   

 
 

NEW BUSINESS  (Continued) 
• The Selectmen took up several Reserve Fund Transfers requests.  It was noted that all of these RFTs were previously approved 

by the Finance Committee, subject to an affirmative vote of the Selectmen.  
◊ Member Stemple moved to authorize the request to transfer $5,500 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5700-

5704, DPW Generator (design services). Seconded by Member Gorman.  Approved 4-0. 
◊ Member Stemple moved to authorize the request to transfer $28,250 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5700-

7059, Blanchard/Hager Generator (design services). Seconded by Member Gorman.  Approved 4-0. 
◊ Member Gorman moved to authorize the request to transfer $2,238 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-145-5200-

5304, Treasurer – Tax Title Foreclosure. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 4-0. 
◊ Chair Amoroso moved to authorize the request to transfer $71.48 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-151-5200-5233, 

Legal Services – School. Seconded by Member Gorman.  Approved 4-0. 
◊ Member Stemple moved to authorize the request to transfer $739.72 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-162-5200-

5120, Election and Registrations – Hourly Wages. Seconded by Chair Amoroso.  Approved 4-0. 
◊ Member Gorman moved to authorize the request to transfer $94 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-600-5700-5716, 

Animal Control – Training and Seminars. Seconded by Chair Amoroso.  Approved 4-0. 
◊ Member Fox moved to authorize the request to transfer $2,922 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-543-5770-5770, 

Veterans – Veteran Benefits – FY 2014. Seconded by Member Gorman.  Approved 4-0. 
 
• Member Gorman moved to accept the FY 2012 Assistance to Firefighters Grant from FEMA in the amount of $ 6,713for the 

purpose of acquiring two RIT-Pak’s [Rapid Intervention Team (RIT) systems, provide portable air supply]. Seconded by 
Member Fox.  Approved 4-0. 

CORRESPONDENCE  
A letter from the Town of Wareham seeking support for an amendment to MGL. Ch. 40B, was distributed.  Discussion as to 
whether to support this effort will be deferred until the Housing Board has had the opportunity to provide input and the 
Selectmen have had the chance to review in more detail.   

ADJOURN 
• At 8:48 PM it was moved and seconded to adjourn. Approved 4-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JULY 15, 2013 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 

 With the anticipation of this week’s temperatures in the 90’s, the town will activate its Cooling Center on 

Tuesday – Thursday from 11 AM – 7 PM at the Sargent Memorial Library Meeting Room, located at 427 

Massachusetts Ave. 

 

 Drivers are asked to use extra caution during the summer months especially in July.  The Town’s Summer 

Day Camp Program at Flerra Meadows runs through Friday, July 26th.  Drop-off begins around 8:00 a.m. 

with pick-up after 12:30 p.m.  Also, many children will be riding their bikes to camp and around town in 

general during the summer, so you are asked to drive with care. 

 

 The recent resignation of Frank Roth from the Boxborough Board of Health has left a vacancy on the 

Board.  The vacancy will be filled by joint appointment of the Board of Health and Selectmen until the next 

annual municipal election, which will be held on May 14, 2014.  The Board of Health and Selectmen will 

interview interested candidates and jointly appoint Frank’s successor on Monday, July 29th at 7:35 p.m. in 

the Grange Meeting Room at Town Hall.  Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest and 

qualifications to the Board of Health, Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, Boxborough, MA 01719, or 

by email to Maureen.adema@town.boxoborough.ma.us.  Letters must be received no later than Wednesday, 

July 24th, 2013, at 12 noon.  Please contact Maureen Adema, Board of Health Department Assistant, by email 

above or phone (978-263-1116 x 115) with any questions. 

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2014 sticker, or you will be unable to access the Transfer Station.  

Applications are still being accepted, but fees will increase as of August 1st.  Please refer to the application 

for an explanation of fees.  Forms may be obtained at Town Hall, the Town’s website, or at the Transfer 

Station.  Once your submitted application has been processed, you can have your sticker affixed to your 

vehicle at the Transfer Station shed during regular operating hours.  Applications can only be processed by 

the Tax Collector at Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, and will not be accepted at the Transfer Station.  Also as of 

July 1st, you need to obtain a voucher and pay additional fees for the disposal of bulk items.  Vouchers can be 

purchased only at the Town Hall from the Tax Collector’s office.  It would be helpful if you could pay by 

check or exact dollar amount in cash.  Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW at 978-

263-1600 for more information. 
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 Congratulations to Boxborough’s own Annie Viggh, for receiving a Bronze Medal in Web Design at the 

SkillsUSA National Conference held in Kansas City at the end of June.  Annie and the other Minuteman 

participants competed against nearly 6,000 high school students from across the country. This was Annie’s 

2nd trip to Nationals. Great Job! 

 

 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 4:00 

pm on Sunday, August 11th and September 8th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the 

Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact John 

Fallon for more information or to arrange for a private tour. 

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back for a fifth season.  The market is located on Pearl Street 

just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and is open on Sundays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 

will run through October. 

 

 Save the date....                                                                                                                                             

The Boxborough Harvest Fair, previously known as the Agricultural Fair, will be held on Saturday, 

September 7th at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church.  An informational flyer was included in 

your recent real estate tax bills, and more information will be forthcoming in the future. 

 

 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear what 

you would like to see built at 72 Stow Road.  To learn more or to provide your opinion by completing a brief 

on-line survey, go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS”. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  The 

Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate member), 

Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & 
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Ceremonies Comm. (1) and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2). Please consider participating on a town 

board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.  No matter what your knowledge or 

interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work. 



07152013                                                                                                                                           4 

 

 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 

 Those interested in the open seat on the Board of Health should submit a letter of interest and qualifications 

to the Boxborough Board of Health, Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, Boxborough, MA 01719, or 

by email to Maureen.adema@town.boxoborough.ma.us.  Letters must be received no later than Wednesday, 

July 24th, 2013, at 12 noon.  Please contact Maureen Adema, Board of Health Department Assistant, by email 

above or phone (978-263-1116 x 115) with any questions. 

 

 For more information on the Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market go to www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find 

them on Facebook – Boxborough Harvest Fair. 

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2012 Boxborough Harvest Fair go to 

www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  
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