
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
August 26, 2013 

Approved: October 7, 2013               
 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Les Fox, Member; Raid Suleiman, Member  and Jim 

Gorman, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator  
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Amoroso read the announcements. 
 

APPOINTMENTS  
• AB Regional SC Chair, Maria Neyland was present to update the Selectmen on the regionalization transition and to discuss the 

establishment of the Acton-Boxborough Regionalization Leadership Oversight Committee. It was reported that DESE issued its 
final approval for the new District and the Regionalization Study Committee has been dissolved. As we move forward the 
ABRSC wants to ensure that they work in accordance with what had been communicated as to the operation of this new district. 
School assessments will comprise 2/3 of the Town’s budget so ABRSC wants to provide Acton and Boxborough officials with 
the ability to be informed and to provide input on ABSD fiscal matters. To that end an ABRSC (non-voting) advisory group 
with the working title “Acton-Boxborough Regionalization Leadership Oversight Committee” (ABRLOC) is being formed. The 
make-up of this group will be the ABRSC Chair, one ABRSC member from Acton and from Boxborough, and then a Selectman 
and a FinCom member from each town.  She  identified the respective board members that, so far, have agreed to serve: herself 
as ABRSC Chair; Joan Adachi, Acton BoS; Bob Evans, Acton FinCom; Jim Ham, Boxborough FinCom; and either Brigid 
Bieber or Mary Brolin as the Boxborough School Committee member.  She asked that the Selectmen name a representative to 
serve on the ABRLOC. Chair Amoroso agreed to serve as the Selectmen’s primary member and Member Gorman offered to 
serve as an alternate. It was suggested that Acton may also want to identify alternate members.  There was discussion as to how 
the ABRLOC members will interact with their respective boards/committees, their proposed meeting schedule and the possible 
time commitment.  Neyland reiterated that the goal is to ensure transparency as our communities move forward in this process. 
Member Suleiman moved to appoint Vince Amoroso as primary and Jim Gorman as alternate to the newly established Acton-
Boxborough Regionalization Leadership Oversight Committee. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved. 5-0.  

 
Though not on the agenda, there was also discussion on the status of negotiating an IMA between the AB Region and the 
Boxborough Selectmen. The intention is that the Selectmen team will hold a couple of meetings in September to identify 
Boxborough’s concerns/issues; then discussions with the AB District representative(s) will take place in October/November. 
The goal is to have an IMA by Thanksgiving which will then be presented to the ABRSC and the Selectmen for 
review/approval.   

 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items # 7d and 7a, out of order.  
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen discussed the resignation of Town Accountant, Mike Guzzo and candidate search process. Mike Guzzo was 

present and provided his input on short term and long term concerns, he was asked to prepare a memorandum on this. He 
offered to come back during the transition process. The Selectmen thanked Guzzo for his service to the town. Member Suleiman 
moved to accept and place on file the resignation of Town Accountant Michael Guzzo, effective 20th September. Seconded by 
Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 
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TA Shaw reviewed the search process that she has initiated; the make-up of the search team and the proposed timeline for this 
process. During discussion ABRSC Chair Neyland offered to contact the BSC about having Blanchard staff member participate 
on this search team. There was also discussion on how regionalization might affect this position.  Member Suleiman moved to 
support TA’s proposed plan for moving forward with search process to fill the vacancy of Town Accountant. Seconded by 
Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Suleiman introduced the request for athletic field permit fee waiver submitted by AccesSport, an adaptive youth sport 

program. RecCom Co-chair, Kevin Lehner was present for this discussion. This is a non-profit, independent organization not 
associated with ABYS or Boxborough RecCom. AccesSport is simply requesting a waiver of the field permit fees. Historically, 
it has been the RecCom’s practice to approve fee waiver requests for this type of program. The dates requested have been 
provided to ABYS.  There was also discussion on the fee waiver request criteria, process and procedures.  It was determine that 
there will be a discussion concerning the field permitting process in the near future. Member Suleiman moved to waive the 
athletic field permit fee for AccesSport America for the use of Liberty Field for their adaptive soccer games. Seconded by 
Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 

MINUTES  
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the regular session of July 29, 2013, as revised and executive session of July 

29, 2013, as written.  Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 3-0-2. (Fox and Suleiman abstained). 
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Fox reported that though there was no quorum at the last Stow Road Concept Development Comm meeting; there was 

a status review on the RFQ process. They will be discussing, an offer from the Mass. Housing Partnership to advise the Town 
on this process at their next meeting. This process continues to evolve. 

  
• Member Suleiman reported that the Board of Health has voted to dissolve the Water Resources Committee. However, water 

resource protection and possible infrastructure build-out remain important issues for the Town. He outlined some of the 
outreach efforts and the research and exploration that have occurred to date. TA Shaw also provided some background on these 
efforts. This will be tracked as a future Selectmen discussion item.  

 
 He also reported that the Personnel Board has met concerning the preliminary salary survey results. They have scheduled 

several meetings in September/October to work on their proposal for the Selectmen.  
 
• Member Gorman noted that he had no meetings to report on; however, the Museum is in dire need of painting. There was 

discussion on the status of Museum maintenance projects and the Museum’s capital plan. BICAO Lindberg will be asked to 
come in to discuss the status of various capital items. 

 

NEW BUSINESS (Continued)  
• Chair Amoroso opened discussion on Technology Issues within the Town. He outlined the Tech related events and projects 

over the past year, including the VoIP installation; BITcom’s viability and relevancy; the departure of the IT Coordinator; and 
transitioning of the School’s IT support responsibilities over to the AB Region. All of these items are interconnected. Moving 
forward do we rely on volunteers to provide the necessary tech support or do we need the services of professionals to meet these 
needs? There was discussion on the tasks currently assigned to BITcom; BITcom’s origins and the evolution of technology 
since its inception. There may still be a need for strategic advice and expert input on technological matters for whicha 
restructured BITcom may be the way to go. Retaining an off-site consultant versus in-house tech personnel was discussed. 
Ensuring a continuity of service and providing redundancy are important. A benefits and costs analysis is needed to determine 
how to address the Town’s interim and long-term needs.  At this time trouble calls, initially, go to the part-time IT support tech; 
and then, if necessary, the on-call consultant is contacted. Neyland provided her input, noting that AB Regional IT has begun 
working with the Blanchard and this switch over will be completed by July 1, 2014. The IT functions being discussed tonight 
are in flux. There was discussion on creating a strategic plan. This would provide us with an opportunity to explore our options.  
TA Shaw was asked to expand her discussions with current on-call consultant regarding available services; to research other IT 
service providers; to gather information on website providers and report back to the Selectmen on her findings.  Also BITcom 
will be invited in to discuss its role in the Town.   

 
• Discussion opened on the acceptance of the E-911 Grant. Most of these funds will be to replace outdated laptops in the cruisers. 

Member Fox moved to accept the Public Safety Answering Point and Regional Emergency Communication Center Support and 
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Incentive Grant in the amount of $16,485 for the Boxborough Public Safety Dispatch Department. Seconded by Member 
Gorman. Approved 4-0-1 (Suleiman abstained). 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
• There was discussion on the MassDOT Chapter 90 funding notification. Additional information will be obtained and provided.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
• At 9:30 PM, Chair Amoroso stated that to conduct such session in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 

bargaining position of the Board and moved to adjourn to executive session in the Town Administrator’s office to discuss 
strategy with respect to collective bargaining (Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200) and to adjourn immediately 
thereafter. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0 by a roll call vote: Gorman, aye; Amoroso, aye; Stemple, aye; 
Suleiman, aye; and Fox, aye. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AUGUST 26, 2013 

The necessary contact information is available on the Town’s website. 

 

 We are pleased to be rolling out a new phone system to better serve the public. Extensions will be 

published on the Town’s website and other means. Please make a note of our new numbers. 

• Town Hall – 978-264-1700 

• Police business line – 978-264-1750 

• Fire business line – 978-264-1770 

• DPW – 978-264-1790 

Phone numbers for the Blanchard School and the Library are unchanged. As always in an emergency, 

please be sure to call 9 1 1.  

 

The Selectmen would like to extend its appreciation to Police Chief Warren Ryder for taking on the 

yeoman’s task of stepping in as Project Manager on the VoIP project after the Town’s IT Support 

Coordinator left.  

  

 

 Our young people are returning to school tomorrow, August 27th so students will be out walking and 

buses will be picking up around town. Please use care and have patience while driving, especially during 

the morning commute.  

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2014 sticker, or you will be unable to access the Transfer 

Station.  Also residents now need to obtain a voucher and pay additional fees for the disposal of bulk 

items.  Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall from the Tax Collector’s office.  Please refer 

to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW at 978-263-1600 for more information. 
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 The recent resignation of Frank Roth from the Boxborough Board of Health has left a vacancy on the 

Board.  The vacancy will be filled by joint appointment of the Board of Health and Selectmen until the 

next annual municipal election, which will be held on May 14, 2014.  It is expected that the Board of 

Health and Selectmen will interview interested candidates and jointly appoint Frank’s successor on 

September 9th in the Grange Meeting Room at Town Hall.  Please contact Maureen Adema, Board of 

Health Department Assistant, by email above or phone (978-263-1116 x 115) with any questions. 

 
 

 Come join your friends and neighbors at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Saturday, September 7th 

from 11:00 to 4:00 here at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church. The Harvest Fair, formerly 

known as the Agricultural Fair, celebrates Boxborough's rural heritage by providing the local 

community with the opportunity to exhibit the garden produce and craft items they have made over the 

past year.   Several new categories, prizes and events have been added this year. There will be 

demonstrations, food, live music and craft items for sale by local artisans. Admission is free. Start 

preparing your entry for the fair.   

 

 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 

4:00 pm on Sunday, September 8th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the 

Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact 

John Fallon for more information or to arrange for a private tour. 

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back for a fifth season.  The market is located on Pearl 

Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and is open on Sundays from 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m. and will run through October. 
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 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear 

what you would like to see built at 72 Stow Road.  To learn more or to provide your opinion by 

completing a brief on-line survey, go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS”. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through 

the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If 

you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for 

a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards 

and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate 

member), Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Public 

Celebrations & Ceremonies Comm. (1) and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2).  The Conservation 

Commission also now has a vacancy for an unexpired term which would run until June 30, 2015. Please 

consider participating on a town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.  

No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on the Acton-Boxborough Farmers Market go to www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find 

them on Facebook – Boxborough Harvest Fair. 

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2012 Boxborough Harvest Fair go to 

www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook - Boxborough Harvest Fair.  
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