
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2013 

 
Approved: November 4, 2013 
 

PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Les Fox, Member; Raid Suleiman, Member  and Jim 
Gorman, Member 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements and thanked Rita Grossman & Judi Resnick for all of their hard work in putting 

together the Steele Farm celebration earlier in the evening.  
 
APPOINTMENTS  
• Steele Farm Advisory Committee (SFAC) Chair, Bruce Hager and members Ed Whitcomb & Judi Resnick were present to 

present Jeanne Kangas as a candidate for appointment to the SFAC. Kangas discussed her reasons joining and the time spent 
at Steele Farm with her aunt & uncle. Further to the recommendation of the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (SFAC), 
Member Stemple moved to appoint Jeanne Kangas to the SFAC for a term beginning immediately and ending on June 30, 
2015. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  Approved 5-0. 

 
The Selectmen took Agenda Item # 7a and 3c, out of order.  
NEW BUSINESS 
• Council on Aging (CoA) members Liz West and Sonali Bhatia were present, along with Frank Powers.  

 Member Fox moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Susan Fredrickson from the Council on Aging 
effective immediately. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 
APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Frank Powers was present as a candidate for appointment to the CoA, to fill the unexpired term of Susan Fredrickson.  Powers 

spoke about Sue Fredrickson’s contributions to the CoA and the reasons that brought about her resignation. Further to the 
recommendation of the Council on Aging (CoA), Member Fox moved to appoint Francis J. Powers to the CoA to fill the 
unexpired term of Susan Fredrickson, beginning immediately and ending on  June 30, 2014. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  
Approved 5-0. 

 
• Steele Farm Advisory Committee (SFAC) Chair, Bruce Hager and members Ed Whitcomb; Judi Resnick; & Jeanne Steele 

Kangas along with Trustees of Reservation (TToR) representative Sally Naser had remained to discuss the Management Plan 
for Steele Farm. A management plan would identify the Town’s vision for the property. This plan would be controlled by the 
Town; however the SFAC does not have the expertise to develop one. They would like to ask the Selectmen to consider 
retaining the Conway School of Landscape Design to assist in developing the management plan. The Conway School is a 
select graduate program that does this type of planning. They work on both private and public projects. This is a timely matter 
as the Conway School does public projects as part of their winter/spring curriculum. Their base cost for these public projects is 
$6,500.00. TToR Rep. Naser provided information on other vendors providing similar services.  She herself is a graduate of 
the Conway School and provided an overview of the components of Conway School’s studies. The Selectmen noted that they 
support SFAC’s intention to open discussions with the Conway School. Hager will arrange for a daytime site visit with the 
Conway School representative. The Selectmen would like to participate in these discussions and will provide their available 
dates so Hager could facilitate this meeting. There was discussion as to how to fund this if they were retained. 
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• Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council members, Barbara Estabrook, Kristie Rampton and Sunanda Sahay were present to 

present Nancy Evans as a candidate for appointment to the Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council.  Estabrook spoke to Evans’ 
previous volunteer experience. Further to the recommendation of the Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council (ABCC), Member 
Suleiman moved to appoint Nancy Evans to the ABCC for a term beginning immediately and ending on June 30, 2016. 
Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0.  

 
• Though not on the agenda, TA Shaw presented a Reserve Fund Transfer Request to pay for the consulting engineering 

services needed for the subdivision of the Blanchard School parcel as part of the new A-B School District’s acquisition of the 
school facility. This “re-drawing” will establish new meets and bounds and will affect the proposed Intermunicipal 
Agreement. This was an unanticipated expense.  Member Fox moved to authorize the request to transfer $11,500 from the 
Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5200-5304, Board of Selectmen – Consulting. Seconded by Member Suleiman.  
Approved 5-0. 

 
• Though there was an audience, no one asked to speak when Chair Amoroso opened the floor for Citizens’ Concerns. 

 
MINUTES  
• Member Stemple moved to accept the minutes for the regular session, October 7, 2013, as revised. Seconded by Member 

Gorman.  Approved 5-0.  
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Fox reported on the Stow Road Concept Development Comm. He thanked BHB Chair Murphy and Planner Hughes 

for their work to further define the conceptual plan. When complete they will be presenting a cost estimate to the Affordable 
Housing Trust, to prepare design guidelines form a development RFP.  

 
• Member Suleiman reported that the Personnel Board has met several times since the last Selectmen’s meeting to provide their 

input to the consultant on the personnel study. It was noted that the sampling of communities for this analysis has been 
expanded. The consultant will be providing a joint Selectmen and FinCom presentation in November. There was discussion as 
to possible implications to the FY 15 budget planning.  

 
• Member Stemple reported that most of the items discussed at last week’s Steele Farm Advisory Comm. meeting were covered 

in the earlier Steele Farm related discussions.    
 
• Chair Amoroso reported that last Friday’s IMA Team meeting generated a list of issues, which is now being circulated for 

input and the feedback will then be incorporated into the draft working document to be discussed with the AB District.  
 
• Member Gorman reported that the Well Being Committee is seeking to be made into a formal town committee. They intend to 

have a proposed charter/charge ready for the Selectmen in November. Members could be appointed once the purpose was 
approved.    

 
• TA Shaw reported on efforts to update the Town’s website. She has received a proposal from Virtual Towns & Schools and 

had approached another vendor but they were unable provide the necessary services. She also consulted with her husband who 
has done professional web design and he has advised that “Virtual’s” proposal is reasonable. Website elements were 
discussed. She is seeking feedback from Town departments as to what components, on other websites, they consider essential 
and attractive. Possibly using the feedback generated in 2011 on the “Beta” sample website was discussed. The intention is to 
provide the compiled feedback to the Selectmen in November. There was discussion about having Virtual come to an 
upcoming Selectman’s meeting.  They estimate that it should take 3-4 months to complete this work. Funding was also 
discussed. 

 
She also reported on the generator project’s 1st stakeholders’ meeting. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Minuteman School District Rep. Mahoney provided an update on Senate Bill 288 and DESE’s Out-of-District Tuition. The 

Selectmen reviewed the draft joint letters to Senator Eldridge and Representative Benson regarding these issues. Member Fox 
moved to authorize the Board of Selectman Chair to execute the letters, as written to Senator Jamie Eldridge and 
Representative Jennifer Benson: 1) in support of Senate Bill 228, An Act Relative to Regional School District Capital Project 
Funding, as written, and 2) requesting the facilitation of a meeting with DESE Commissioner Mitchell Chester, as revised. 
Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0.  

 



102113 
  

 3

 
NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Massachusetts Coalition of Police, MCOP Local 200 has asked that the ratification and signing of the collective 

bargaining agreement be pushed back so the Selectmen passed over this item. 
 
• The Selectmen discussed recognizing United Nations Day and recent United Nations activities. Member Gorman moved to 

recognize October 24, 2013 as United Nations Day.  Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
• Chair Amoroso reviewed the list of materials received.  

 
NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen reviewed an Intermunicpal Agreement (IMA) for a regional affordable housing consultant. Smaller 

communities, like Boxborough, do not have the staff to monitor and comply with many 40B requirements.  For the past year 
MAPC’s MAGIC group has been working to see if there is a reasonable way to offer affordable housing monitoring services 
in member communities. This IMA is the result. The Housing Board feels this is a good plan. Hudson will be the lead 
community on this. The Housing Board intends to recommend that AHT funds be used to fund Boxborough’s portion.  There 
are also some items that are still under review by Town Counsel. Subject to final approval by Town Counsel and approval of 
funding by the Affordable Housing Trust, Member Fox moved to enter into an Intermunicipal Agreement with the towns of 
Hudson, Littleton, Stow and Bolton for the services of a regional housing consultant.  Seconded by Member Stemple.  
Approved 5-0.   

 
CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• TA Shaw provided the Selectmen with updates on Town Accountant and IT Coordinator searches.  

 
ADJOURN 
• At 9:04 PM, the meeting was adjourned.  Approved  5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OCTOBER 21, 2013 

 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 
 

 There are several upcoming public workshops that will provide you with an opportunity to help shape 

the future of Boxborough. 

 

On October 23, 2013, please join us for a discussion on a new Open Space & Recreation Plan at 6:30 pm in 

the Grange Meeting Room of the Town Hall. The Town is in the process of preparing a new Open Space and 

Recreation Plan and we want to hear your views on open space points of interest such as: 

• Connecting points of interest with trails and paths 

• Private lands that we should look to conserve or left as open land 

• The need for more parks, playing fields and playgrounds 

For more information on this meeting contact Town Planner, Elizabeth Hughes (978) 264-1723 or 

elizabeth.hughes@town.boxborough.ma.us.   

 

 

Please join us for Interactive Planning Workshops in the Grange Meeting Room of the Town Hall on: 

• Tuesday, October 29th  at 6:30 PM  

• Saturday, November 2nd at 9:30 AM 

These workshops are to investigate the town’s current demographic and development trends, and to explore 

alternative land use and housing patterns that can help the town stay healthy, vibrant, and beautiful. Both 

workshops will cover the same material, and space is limited. Please RSVP to Mary Nadwairski at 978-

264-1722 or mary.nadwairski@town.boxborough.ma.us 

if you plan on attending.  

 

 

 The Board of Selectmen will be holding a public hearing, at 7:35 PM in the Grange Meeting Room on 

November 4, 2013, to consider the adoption of a Residential Factor to determine the percentages of the 

tax burden borne by each class of real and personal property for FY2014. 
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 A new phone system has been implemented at many of Boxborough's town departments. The list of new 

numbers was included in your recent Real Estate Tax Bill and is published on the Town's website. 

Meanwhile, please make a note of the following new main numbers: 

• Town Hall - 978-264-1700 

• Police business line - 978-264-1750 

• Fire business line - 978-264-1770 

• DPW - 978-264-1790 

 

In order to provide an uninterrupted transition to the new system, the old phone system numbers will remain 

in use until December 1st, allowing you to still call these facilities by dialing their old numbers, but then 

directing you to a new menu of prompts and you will need to listen carefully to the list of extensions, as these 

will have changed.  

 

Please note that phone numbers for the Blanchard School and the Sargent Memorial Library are unchanged. 

As always, in an emergency, please be sure to dial 911.  

 

 

 The 2013 Deer Hunting Archery Season opens today and runs through November 30th.  Archery is 

followed by Shot Gun and concludes with Muzzle or Primitive Firearms season.  For everyone’s safety and 

enjoyment please remember to exercise some trail safety commonsense during Hunting Season.  A listing of 

suggested Trail Safety Rules may be found on the Town’s website. 

  

 Friends of the Boxborough Library will hold their Fall Book Sale at the Sargent Memorial Library from 9:00 

AM to 2:00 PM on Saturday, November 2nd.  A preview sale for members will take place Friday, November 

1st from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (Memberships are always available at the door). The Friends of the Library 

would also ask that you to save your gently used books to donate to this sale during the week of October 28th, 

during regular Library hours (No VCR “Video Tapes” or magazines, Please). The funds from this sale 

support many library programs that help to make the Library a special place.   

 

 

 Residents now need to obtain a voucher and pay additional fees for the disposal of bulk items at the Transfer 

Station.  Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall from the Tax Collector’s office.  Please refer to 

the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW at 978-264-1790 for more information.  
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 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to residents to hear what 

you would like to see built at 72 Stow Road.  To learn more or to provide your opinion by completing a brief 

on-line survey, go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS”. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through 

the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If 

you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for 

a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards 

and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate 

member), Housing Board (1), BITcom (4), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Public 

Celebrations & Ceremonies Comm. (1) and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2).  The Conservation 

Commission also now has a vacancy for an unexpired term which would run until June 30, 2015. Please 

consider participating on a town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience.  

No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 Board of Selectmen, Boxborough School Committee and Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee 

meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can also 

tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular meeting is scheduled 

for broadcast.  

 

  For more information on the Open Space & Recreation Plan meeting or if you need any special 

accommodations such as language interpretation, assistive listening devices or meeting materials in alternate 

formats or other assistance during the meeting, please contact Joan Blaustein, MAPC, at (617) 933-0755 or 

jblaustein@mapc.org.  We would appreciate notice at least one week in advance.  You may also contact 

Elizabeth Hughes, Boxborough Town Planner at (978) 264-1723 or 

elizabeth.hughes@town.boxborough.ma.us.   

 

  For more information on Interactive Planning Workshops  Mary Nadwairski at 978-264-1722 or 

mary.nadwairski@town.boxborough.ma.us 
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