
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes  
June 30, 2014 

 
Approved:  August 11, 2014   

 
PRESENT: Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Susan Bak, Member; Les Fox, Member; and Jim 

Gorman, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Selina Shaw, Town Administrator, and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements.  

APPOINTMENTS 

• Inspector of Buildings, David Lindberg was present to report on the status of Steele Farm repairs and updates to the Town’s 
capital asset management plan. SFAC Chair Bruce Hager was also present.  Lindberg advised that TA Shaw has signed the 
contract with the engineer regarding Steele Farm. As previously discussed, the engineer will be analyzing short term and long 
term alternatives to stabilize the house’s structural integrity. The intention is to have the engineer’s initial findings before the 
next Selectmen’s meeting.  Lindberg then discussed the draft revisions to the Town’s Capital Asset Plan provided. Most of the 
changes would be to the formatting of the reports – making them more user-friendly. He also scaled back the forward 
perspective reducing it to 10 years and breaking it down to 3-year increments. There was discussion on the components of the 
report(s) and input was provided as to what other information could be included. It was suggested that information on CPA 
eligible projects could be captured in this report. BICAO Lindberg noted that this draft is being presented so he can outline the 
proposed re-structuring and the data will be updated and augmented in the final rev. This report is different from FinCom’s 
capital plan. The primary focus of asset management plan is on the condition of the Town’s fixed assets. There was discussion 
as to who would be responsible for maintaining/updating the capital asset management plan going forward. The Selectmen 
supported proposed structure; noting that these revisions make it much easier to understand. There was discussion as to when 
the revised document would be available.    
 

• Leo David Agnew, State Commander & Chapter 205 Central Commander, Department of Massachusetts Military Order of the 
Purple Heart and other members of the Order appeared before the Selectmen to recognize Boxborough as a “Purple Heart 
Town” and to present a plaque to the Board. Massachusetts Military Order of the Purple Heart had their annual conference at 
the Holiday Inn on June 28th; over 90 veterans were in attendance. 

 
• The Selectmen took up the appointment/re-appointment of various board members’ terms effective July 1, 2014, through June 

30, 2017, unless otherwise noted. Chair Amoroso moved to vote to appoint or re-appoint the named individuals to their 
respective board. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
 Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council Chair Kristie Rampton and Boxborough members of the ABCC were present to 

recommend that the Selectmen appoint Ramika Shah as an ABCC member. Shah spoke to her desire to return to volunteer 
activities and is looking forward to working with the ABCC members. Approved 5-0. 

 Nancy Brown was present to be considered for re-appointment to the Board of Registrars. She spoke to a Registrar’s 
responsibilities and noted that she enjoys working with the Town Clerk. Approved 5-0. 

 R. Allen “Al” Murphy was present to be considered for re-appointment to both the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust 
(until 2016) and Boxborough Housing Board (until 2017). He spoke to the effort to develop the Stow Road property and other 
housing-related activities in town.  Approved 5-0. 

 Charlene Golden and David Follett were present to be considered for re-appointment to the Conservation Commission along 
with David Koonce, who is seeking re-appointment to the Conservation Commission and as an ex-officio member of the 
Boxborough Housing Board. It was noted that the ConsCom supports the adoption of the CPA and is looking forward to 
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finding ways to use the CPA in their conservation efforts. It was also noted that there is still one more seat vacant on 
ConsCom, and the public was asked to consider serving. Approved 5-0. 

 Frank Powers was present to be considered for re-appointment to both the Council on Aging and as Boxborough’s MART 
representative, the latter being for a one-year term (2015). He spoke to CoA activities and the feedback received from a recent 
senior survey/questionnaire. He also re-affirmed his commitment as MART representative, noting that there are items coming 
up involving MART that it would be prudent for the town to stay on top of.  

 Sheila Bauer was present to be considered for re-appointment to the Personnel Board. She noted that they had a very 
productive year.  Approved 5-0. 

 Matt Kosakowski was not present but had previously communicated his willingness to continue to serve on the Public 
Celebrations and Ceremonies Committee. Approved 5-0. 

 Kevin Mahoney was present to be considered for re-appointment to the Historical Commission. Approved 5-0. 
Town Clerk Markiewicz was present to swear in those that were present.  
 

• Boxborough Historical Commission member Kevin Mahoney & Chair Alan Rohwer remained to discuss the Historical 
Commission’s John H Fletcher street (sign) memorial and to inform the Selectmen about the status of the project. Mahoney 
provided materials regarding sign layout and placement (Flagg Hill Rd. & Central St.). The sign will be in keeping with the 
existing historical house markers around town – wood with black lettering. This would be the first sign of this type placed in 
Town. Fletcher was the town’s only Civil War battle casualty, dying in the 3rd battle of Winchester, Virginia, a major conflict. 
Selectmen suggested that the battle information and his date of birth could possibly be added to the sign. Mahoney noted that in 
other communities these memorial markers are kept as simple as possible, and adding this information would increase the size 
of the sign. Also, the intention is to post it on top of the existing crossroads street post and a larger sign would make this 
difficult. 

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens concerns.  

MINUTES  

• The Selectmen passed over approval of the regular session minutes of June 18, 2014.  
 
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the regular session, June 16, 2014, as revised. Seconded by Member Fox. 

Approved 5-0. 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 

• Member Fox reported that he and TA Shaw, the Fire and Police Chiefs, and Library Dir. Strapko met with Guardian on the 
server project and the desktop upgrade project. The server project is nearing completion. Some software still needs to be 
migrated and there have been snags in regards to Public Safety tech. requirements. The Library is also seeking an upgrade. 
These upgrades will allow our systems access to an automated maintenance system offered by Guardian; reducing costs. 

 
• Member Stemple reported that Judi Resnick is moving away and has resigned from the Steele Farm Advisory Committee, so 

the SFAC is looking for new members.  
 

• He also reported that at the last FinCom meeting there were a lot of questions/concerns regarding some of the numerous RFT 
that had been presented for approval. FY 14 Public Safety personnel expenses were the most significant items.  

 
• As a follow up on this item, Member Gorman reported that Chief Ryder has advised that there should be Worker’s 

Compensation reimbursement for a patrol officer injured on duty, forthcoming which should off-set some of these expenses.  
 

• Member Gorman also noted he wants to get going on the Capital Asset Management Plan.  
 

• He also reported that the Well-Being Committee didn’t quite wrap up the job profile and bid package for social services 
coordinator at their last meeting. 

 
Member Gorman also reported that during discussions with Vicki Franz, DPW Support, it was determined that there may be a 
gap in the water test reporting procedures regarding the Hager well system. There was an occurrence where the contractor 
reported an atypical testing result to DPW by phone. However, this notification was then not properly distributed to the 
relevant parties. The notification process may need to be re-evaluated and, possibly, responsibilities reassigned to other 
individual and/or department. It was suggested that there be a conversation with the Board of Health, Member Gorman, and 
BICAO Lindberg on this matter, and if necessary these stakeholder could come in discuss it at a Selectmen’s meeting. Member 
Gorman noted that subsequent testing indicated acceptable levels, and there have been no further issues.  
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• Chair Amoroso reported that he and TA Shaw recently attended a Minuteman District stakeholders meeting in Weston. 
Members of the Minuteman Administration and representatives from some of the other District communities, including 
Wayland were present.  It was a positive discussion. Ten towns have approved the revised agreement, while 5 other towns, 
including Boxborough, deferred action. At this meeting Wayland indicated they would consider re-considering the no vote they 
took at Town Meeting. It has been indicated that the proposed MSBA project will not be able to advance under the terms of the 
current agreement. Boxborough has to decide whether or not to approve the revision and then whether or not to withdraw from 
the District. The idea of an Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA) was introduced at this meeting, that a working group be formed to 
create an IMA template. Discussion indicated that as many as five of the sixteen member town would consider entering into an 
IMA with the District after withdrawal. Chair Amoroso indicated that he intends on communicating to the group  
Boxborough’s willingness to participate in this IMA discussion. He discussed the potential timetable for these items. He 
suggested that Boxborough may consider investigating other vocational school districts and possible IMAs with them. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

• The Selectmen took up several Reserve Fund Transfer requests and other fiscal “housekeeping” items. It was noted that due to 
scheduling issues, the Finance Committee met in advance of tonight’s Selectmen’s meeting and voted to approve these items 
on 6/23/14: 
 Member Gorman moved to approve the request to transfer $7,500 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5200-5242, 

Board of Selectmen – Repairs and Maintenance ($4,000) and #001-122-5400-5430, Board of Selectmen – Building 
Maintenance Supplies ($3,500). Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 

 Member Fox moved to approve the request to transfer $955 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5200-5306, Board 
of Selectmen – Consulting. Seconded by Chair Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 

 TA Shaw noted that several weeks ago the Selectmen had approved both the hardware & labor components of a Town Hall - 
Technology Related RFT; however, the Finance Committee withheld approval of the labor component pending additional 
information from the vendor, which was subsequently provided. Member Fox moved to approve the request to transfer 
$6,678 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-192-5800-5856, Town Hall - Technology Related. Seconded by Member 
Bak. Approved 5-0. 

 Member Gorman moved to approve the request to transfer $25,000 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-210-5100-5130, 
Police Dept. Salary – FT Officer Overtime. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 

 Member Fox moved to approve the request to transfer $5,500 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-210-5200-5242, 
Police Dept. Repair and Maintenance – Buildings and Grounds. Seconded by Chair Amoroso. Approved 5-0.  

 Member Fox moved to approve the request to transfer $24,500 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-221-5100-5130, 
Dispatch Salary – Full Time Overtime. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

 Member Fox moved to approve the request to transfer $2,000 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-693-5200-5306, Steele 
Farm – Consulting. Seconded by Member Gorman. It was noted that this is to address the necessary work discussed earlier in 
the evening. Approved 5-0.  

 Pursuant to MGL Chapter 44 §33B, Chair Amoroso moved to transfer $1,200 from account #001-135-5100-5112, 
Accountant Salary to account #001-135-5400-5421, Accountant Equipment Supplies. Seconded by Member Gorman. 
Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Gorman moved to appoint for a term commencing July 1, 2014, and ending on date specified for each employee on 

the attached, and as revised this evening. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 
 
• Chair Amoroso moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Helen Berry from the Council on Aging 

effective June 26, 2014. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  

• Chair Amoroso opened discussion on an email from Christian Habersaat on behalf of Acton-Boxborough Youth Soccer 
(ABYS) asking for a reduction of field use fees, similar to what was allowed in 2013 for the ABYS sponsored Boston Breakers 
Soccer clinic. There was discussion as to whether these clinics fit the intent of the waiver language in in the Field Use Policy. 
There is a concern that the percentage these types of group requesting waivers or reductions is notable. This runs contrary to 
the Policy’s intent.  No financial information has been provided so it is unclear as to whether this clinic is an out-of-town “for 
profit” enterprise. Based on the policy’s language we have the ability to allow or disallow a waiver request. The Selectmen also 
discussed a letter from RecCom Co-chair Kevin Lehner concerning field usage and fees. It was suggested it might be 
worthwhile having the Rec. Comm. in to the discuss purpose of the fee structure and the policy, and in general how to best 
serve the interest of the Town going forward. The principal objective of this policy should be to make recreational 
opportunities available to Boxborough residents and the rationale is that, fee waiver/reduction provide Boxborough kids 
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enhanced access to these program by keeping fees down. There is concern that though this program has been advertised on the 
ABYS website for some time even though  the Selectmen have only just received this field use application and waiver request. 
It was further noted that the advertisement indicates the clinic will be conducted at the A-B Lower Fields. Many of these 
concerns were previously raised when Habersaat sought a similar waiver for the Boston Breakers clinic back in 2013. 
Recreation Commission Co-chair Kevin Lehner came in and was invited to provide his input. Lehner advised that the RecCom 
has not voted on this fee reduction request. He noted that if you go by the letter of the policy, this situation is exactly why this 
policy was created. The objective is for kids to use the fields as much as possible. Lehner outlined his understanding of the 
financial aspects of these ABYS sponsored clinics, but ABYS would have to explain exactly what the breakout was the Boston 
Breakers clinic. Lehner also advised there the RecCom has been trying to “sit-down” with ABYS to create a memorandum of 
understanding with ABYS for their usage of the recreational facilities in Town. The Selectmen can vote tonight to approve the 
waiver, but insist that the concerns being raised be answered before ABYS comes back in 2015. The policy has a certain 
amount of latitude built in to benefit our kids; however we need to have this quantified. Lehner noted that this request is not 
preempting any other scheduled uses. The Selectmen would like to have further discussion of this on an agenda in September  
Member Fox moved to approve the 2014 Boston Breaker clinic fee reduction requested by ABYS subject to those concerns 
expressed and predicated that information [after action report] be presented within 30 days of the wrap of the program. 
Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.  

 
• There was discussion on an email from Jim Baum about the Airport Study Committee - his reluctance to be re-appointed and 

his concerns as to whether ASC is still necessary going forward.  These concerns will be placed on an upcoming agenda. 

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

• Chair Amoroso expressed concern about recent news that a lawsuit had been brought against a law enforcement council 
(NEMLEC) and its law enforcement response teams in response to their refusal to provide materials requested under public 
records law. The ACLU has been attempting to gain information in requests for data/statistics. Many of these law enforcement 
councils are 501 (c3 ) corporations. The position this group took is that as a private corporation they did not need to comply 
with public records law. Amoroso has asked Chief Ryder to investigate this issue and to get some kind of assurances from the 
group we belong to (CEMLEC)would not feel compelled to take a similar position.  

 
Member Gorman raised a concern cited a recent Letter to the Editor in the Beacon regarding the Boxborough Police 
Department’s outreach to the Asian community. The writer commented that newer SUV vehicles have a more aggressive, 
militaristic appearance. The Selectmen discussed the pros and cons of cruisers vs. SUVs. Among these is a concern that larger 
SUVs are more prone to tipping over, while cruisers have less room for equipment storage. 

ADJOURN 

• At 9:00 PM, Member Gorman moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JUNE 30,  2014 

 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these Announcements.  

 

 

 A reminder to our viewing audience - Selectmen Agenda packets are available from a link on the Town’s 

website on the meeting calendar.  

 

 A good time was had by all at this year’s Fifer’s Day. Thanks to the Minutemen and Public Celebration 

Committee for all their hard work in making this day possible. Congratulations to Rob & Anne McNeece this 

year’s Golden Fife co-recipients and Supt. Curtis Bates for being chosen as Parade Marshall.   

 

 On June 18th Sgt. Pelley, and Police Officers Gath and Landgren presented a new brass bell during a 

ceremony at Schoolhouse #2. This bell will take the place of the one stolen back in April.  The Selectmen 

would like to thank the members of Local 200 Massachusetts Coalition of Police for their generosity.  

 

 Tonight the Board of Selectmen will be meeting with Boxborough citizens who have expressed an interest in 

volunteering in the town.  These various committees provide the backbone to town government, which 

could not succeed without the valuable contributions of its citizens.  We applaud those who continue to 

dedicate their time to the operations of the town.  However, there are vacancies which we are looking to fill 

on the following committees:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), 

Conservation Commission (1), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies 

Committee (2), Recreation Commission (2), and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (3).  

Please consider participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. Remember 

Town Government Begins with You !! 
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 Drivers are asked to use extra caution during the summer months especially in July. The Town’s Summer 

Playground Program begins at Flerra Meadow next Monday, July 7th  and will run through Friday, August 

1st.  Drop off begins around 8:00 a.m. with pick up after 12:30 p.m.  Many children will be riding their bikes 

to camp and around town in general during the summer so you are asked to drive with care.  

 

 Also the DPW will be making road repairs throughout town in July. Starting next week they will be crack 

sealing various roads which will then be followed by pothole repair and patching. Please contact DPW for 

more information.  

 

 Boxborough Housing Board will be hosting a MCO informational session tomorrow, Tuesday, July 1st at 6:30 

PM here at Town Hall to provide information on a one (1), 3-bedroom Affordable Housing Unit at 61 

Codman Hill Road (Craftsman Village) and the Massachusetts Affordable Housing Lottery process, in 

general, for those eligible to participate. Information and application materials are available in the Planning 

office and on the Town’s website. For additional information, please contact Town Planner, Adam 

Dechesneau or Maureen O’Hagan at MCO at 978-456-8388 or lotteryinfo@mcohousingservices.com. 

 

 FY 2015 Transfer Station sticker applications are still being accepted. At our last meeting the Selectmen 

voted to revise the FY 15 fee schedule waiving the charge for a 2nd vehicle sticker. If you have already paid 

for a 2nd sticker your refund should be forth coming. If you have not applied yet you can still use the original 

application that came in January tax bill or you can obtain the updated form at Town Hall, the Transfer 

Station or downloaded from the Town’s website.  Please refer to the application for an explanation of fees.  

Once your application has been submitted and processed, you can have your sticker affixed to your vehicle at 

the Transfer Station shed during regular operating hours. Applications can only be processed by the Tax 

Collector, at Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, and will not be accepted at the Transfer Station.  

 

 Residents also now need to obtain a voucher and pay additional fees for the disposal of bulk items at the 

Transfer Station.  Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall from the Tax Collector’s office.  Checks 

or exact amount in cash, please.  

Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information.  

 

 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 4:00 

pm on Sunday, July 13th and August 10th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the 

Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact John 

Fallon for more information or to arrange for a private tour. 
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 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back for its sixth season. The market is located on Pearl 

Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and will be open on Sundays from 10 AM to 

1 PM. 

 

 Come join your friends and neighbors at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Saturday, September 13th 

from 11:00 to 4:00 here at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church.  Start preparing your entry for 

the fair.  More information will be provided in the coming months. 

 

 

 Save the Date…. 

The DPW will be conducting a Hazardous Waste Day on Saturday, October 4th from 9:00am-1:00pm at the 

DPW barn. More details will be provided in the coming months. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through 

the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If 

you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for 

a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.
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 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 

 For more information regarding Affordable Housing Lottery for the unit at the Craftsman Village please 

contact Town Planner, Adam Dechesneau at 978-264-1723 or aduchesneau@boxborough-ma.gov or Maureen 

O’Hagan at MCO Housing Services at 978-456-8388 or lotteryinfo@mcohousingservices.com. 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on FY 15 Transfer Station Application, Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers and 

Hazardous Waste Day please go to the Town’s website, the Transfer Station’s webpage or contact the DPW 

at 978-264-1790. 

 

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2014 Boxborough Harvest Fair go to 

www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  

 

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you wish to arrange a 

private tour of the Boxborough’s Historic Town Center.  
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