
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes  
July 21, 2014 

Approved:  August 11, 2014   
  

 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Susan Bak, Member; Les Fox, Member; and  
 Jim Gorman, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements.  

APPOINTMENTS 
• David Lindberg, Inspector of Buildings was present to provide an update on the repairs to the Steele Farm farmhouse. Members 

of the Steele Farm Advisory Comm. and the public were also present. BICAO Lindberg distributed the July 16, 2014 structural 
engineer’s report. Based on the engineer’s findings the situation is worse than anticipated. The next step  in this process is to get 
quotes and then put together a bid packet. There was a discussion on the potential timeline. It is feasible and in fact essential that 
we could get this work done before the weather turns [winter].  The Selectmen and the SFAC members commented on the 
engineer’s recommendations.  It was noted this report was not available when the SFAC met last week, so they have not had a 
chance to discuss it. It was further noted that the Trustees of Reservation (tTOR) will need to be informed, pursuant to the 
management agreement.  There was discussion on the public safety concerns; how to preserve the historic appearance of the 
exterior foundation; and the funding for these repairs. As the house will have to be raised up to make these repairs, Mr. Prest has 
provided the names of several structural shoring & jacking/moving companies.  SFAC member Ed Whitcomb spoke about 
several maintenance tasks that have either been addressed by the SFAC or are pending.  It was suggested that quotes be sought 
for both the immediate repairs and the work necessary to address the more extensive, long-term issues, so that informed 
decisions can be made going forward. It was also suggested that the engineer be asked to provide a break out of the order of 
magnitude for these repairs as the Town will need to comply with specific procurement laws and procedures that are task 
specific in the structuring of this proposed bid packet.  

 
• Discussion opened on the Town’s new website. Members of the Town’s web team, Liz Markiewicz and Ruth Anderson (along 

with Les Fox and Selina Shaw) were present to review ongoing development priorities and to receive feedback on the website.   
TA Shaw provided the background on this project, status of issues/concerns that have been raised and some of the feedback 
received to date. The vendor created the appearance of the “real estate/landscape” of the website and they control “live buttons” 
and other appearance related functions. The web team recommends that content control stays with the designated town 
personnel, allowing said personnel to update content as soon as information is available. Also by designating access to specific 
site locations it allows that department to update the event calendar; post announcements & news; agendas & minutes; 
informational links and documents. All of these are simple posting functions that previously had to be managed by the members 
of the web team. If content was managed by the vendor - a request would have to be submitted; then wait for the vendor to 
implement and then pay for these tasks to be performed.  There was a discussion of Virtual Town Hall’s letter provided in the 
packet regarding the next steps for the Town’s website.  There was a discussion about functions that the Selectmen found 
attractive on other communities websites. It was noted that the Town hired this vendor to create a pre-formatted framework not 
a custom website.  Overall the Selectmen were pleased with the website, this is good start and we will continue to improve going 
forward.    

 
• Police Chief Warren Ryder was present to request that his department be allowed to use of 72 Stow Road for Police Department 

training exercises. Fire Chief White suggested the Police consider using this property for training after the success of the Fire 
Dept.’s own training events. The intention is to use the buildings for trainings/drills and to implement similar usage parameters 



set by the Fire Dept. Chief Ryder outlined the types of drills/trainings that he would like to conduct. This would also provide an 
opportunity to conduct trainings with other law enforcement agencies. He would like permission to conduct trainings through 
the fall, and re-visit the discussion regarding this type of usage later in the year. Contingent upon approval by the Boxborough 
Housing Board, Member Fox moved to permit the Police Department, under the authority of the Police Chief or his designee to 
use the property located at 72 Stow Road for training purposes, for a period to be concluded before November 1st. Seconded by 
Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.   

 
• Though not on agenda, there was discussion of a concern previously presented by Chair Amoroso – the denial of the ACLU’s 

public records request by a law enforcement task force consortium, based on their (501(c) 3) corporate designation. Chief Ryder 
advised that the consortium we belong to is also a (501(c) 3), however, at their next administrative meeting he intends to put 
forth a motion that our consortium allow public records requests.  Chief Ryder further advised that the group that initially denied 
the ACLU’s request is reconsidering their response. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Fox opened the discussion on the Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA) with the Town of Littleton for the provision of 

Animal Control Officer Services. Chief Ryder remained for discussion. Member Fox provided background on this effort, 
specifically; prior Town Meeting approvals for the various aspects of providing Animal Control Services;  current efforts made 
in negotiating this IMA with Littleton and this department’s re-assignment to Boxborough Public Safety, the purview of Police 
Chief Ryder. The terms of the IMA were reviewed. It was noted that the Littleton Selectmen has already approved and executed 
this Agreement. Member Bak suggested revisions to Sections #17 & #19 in regards to insurance coverage. It was determined 
that the Boxborough Selectmen would approve the IMA contingent upon these modification and that counsel, subsequently, 
would be consulted as to this revised language. Member Fox moved that the Board of Selectmen vote, pursuant to MGL 
C.40,§4A, to authorize execution of an intermunicipal agreement subject to modified language in P. # 17 and 19, with the Town 
of Littleton for the provision by Boxborough of animal control officer services for Littleton at a cost of $1,000 per month, with 
a term commencing immediately and running through November 30, 2014, further that such term may be extended through June 
30, 2015, contingent on further appropriation by Littleton at its Fall 2014 Special Town Meeting,  Seconded by Member 
Stemple. Approved 5-0.   

APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Susan Page was present as a candidate for appointment to Council on Aging (CoA). Page spoke to her previous and current 

volunteer activities.  Further to the recommendation of the CoA, Member Fox moved to appoint Susan Page to the CoA to 
complete the unexpired term of Helen Berry, for a term effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2016. Seconded by 
Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.   

  
• Airport Study Committee (ASC) Chair, Anne Canfield, and ASC members were present to discuss status of Airport Study 

Committee and plans for moving forward. Members of the public and Minute Man Air Field (MMAF) owner, Don McPherson 
were also present. ASC Chair Canfield was invited to open the discussion referring to the email from former ASC member Jim 
Baum that was provided in the packet, and which in summary questions if there is a need to continue with the Airport Study 
Comm. Personally, Canfield advised, that yes, it is in the best interest of Boxborough to continue to maintain the ASC. She 
spoke to ASC’s background, current function and purpose. The ASC was formed back in 1993 to review and facilitate the 
dissemination of information concerning the airfield and the agricultural property it owns within Boxborough. The ASC charter 
states they are to alert and advise on items of interest. The ASC is a valued resource to the land-use boards. She further noted 
that there is an unresolved court case that has lingered for years in Mass. Land Court regarding the FAA’s allowance of the 
placement of lighting structures in Boxborough without the Town’s approval/consent. She also noted that 70% of MMAF flights 
take off over Boxborough. The ASC has taken steps to address the concerns regarding their on-going quorum issues and the 
infrequency of meetings over the last year. These include the recruiting of an interested volunteer (present tonight), and 
modifying their meeting schedule to accommodate members’ busy lifestyles.  Canfield spoke to the phases and components of 
the MMAF runway repaving project. She advised that Boxborough stakeholders should be aware that there are meetings being 
held during the month of August in Stow regarding these renovations. MMAF owner, Don McPherson, commended the ASC for 
its work; crediting them for the improved relations between Town and MMAF. He confirmed that the MMAF only maintains 
light structures in Boxborough and that they have no intention of allowing jet traffic.  The Selectmen provided their input. If a 
board cannot regularly achieve a quorum so they can meet to conduct business then it makes no sense to maintain them as a 
public board. This group’s practice has been to operate in an advisory capacity.  In 1993 it was determined that the ASC was 
needed; however, what is its purpose today? “Study” groups typically are ad hoc; having a limited or narrow scope; and/or a 
specific end date otherwise they are in peril of becoming captive to one subject. We don’t have study groups for any of the 
commercial operations in Boxborough and this airfield’s operations exist in another town.  How we can act to anticipate non-
specific issues that may or may not occur or monitor activities that occur in another town. Many of MMAF operations are 
dictated by Federal or State regulations; outside of our purview. We have several boards and departments designed to deal, 
specifically, with land use issues and to enforce the town’s bylaw. It was noted, however, that there doesn’t seem to be a 
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downside to allowing the ASC to continue.  The members of the ASC provided further input – the existing land use boards and 
departments are overwhelmed by information and ASC allows them to be informed and proactive. Also, it took over seven 
years, involving significant litigation, to come to a resolution on the MMAF vegetation management plan.  The Selectmen were 
sympathetic with the ASC’s concerns however they are not unique. Any community that adjoins an aviation facility has similar 
concerns. There does not seem to be a clear compelling reason for the continuation of the Airport Study Committee as a town 
board. With respect for a job well done, Member Gorman moved to the disband Airport Study Committee. Seconded by 
Member Fox.  Approved 4-1  

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens concerns.  

MINUTES  
• The Selectmen passed over approval of the regular session minutes of June 30, 2014.  
 
• Member Fox moved to accept the minutes for the regular session, June 18, 2014, as revised. Seconded by Member Gorman.  

Approved 5-0. 
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Bak noted that she had nothing to report. She did, however, note that she has reviewed waiver language in the field 

usage policy regarding A-B Youth Sports and she cannot see anything that allows for the waiving of fees for their clinics.  It was 
suggested that a discussion of the field usage policy be placed on a meeting agenda this fall.  

 
• Member Fox reported that several discussions have taken place since the Hager water system issues of July 1st. Either he or 

Member Gorman have participated in these discussions as to well management, faults and other exceptions, along with TA 
Shaw, Library Dir. Strapko, DPW staff and representatives from the A-B School District. These discussions have been very 
productive.  The process has begun to identify what is needed as we go forward with the Town’s and the A-B District’s use of 
this system and those items that need follow up.  There was a brief discussion as to the cause of the July 1st incident and what is 
being done regarding the related repair costs.  

 
He also reported on various IT related matters. At a high-level, the Town’s IT infrastructure is in good order. The 1st phase of 
desktop upgrades has been completed.  However, there have been significant issues with the Town’s Verizon service/lines, since 
the July 4th electrical storms. Service has been spotty and at times down completely. Verizon has advised that this is due to the 
condition of their outmoded copper-line infrastructure. This was a significant problem as it disabled our 911 lines for quite some 
time.   State 911 services and MEMA were advised of Verizon’s lack of appropriate response. Thanks to their intervention the 
issues were resolved and Verizon has now properly identified our 911 lines as “emergency response.”  However, this is only a 
temporary resolution and we need to take a look at long term solutions to avoid situation in future. One solution would be to 
replace the copper lines, which Verizon no longer supports, with fiber. Member Stemple advised that these emergency lines 
failed once again last night and these issues also affect the radio relay lines.  Discussions continue in an effort to resolve this 
matter. 

 
• Member Stemple reported that he and Member Fox attended the Minute Man Air Field’s 45th anniversary and re-launch last 

Thursday. The event was well attended and many local and state stakeholders were present.  
 
• Member Gorman reported, as noted by Member Fox, that he participated in the Hager water system discussions.  
 

He also reported that the RFP for the Social Services Coordinator was approved at the last Well Being Comm. meeting and this 
RFP has been published.  

OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen opened discussion on the Selectmen’s Goals. There was a review of the FY 2014 Goals and updates, on some of 

the action items, were provided. Selectmen were asked to provide TA Shaw with any updates or suggestions in preparation for 
the upcoming FY 15 Goals meeting.  This meeting will be held on Saturday, September 27th. The first choice would be to see if 
it could be held at the Holiday Inn, if not, then here at Town Hall.   

 
• The Selectmen opened discussion on the 2014 Volunteer/Employee Appreciation event. It was determined that this event would 

be once again be a barbeque and will be held Saturday, September 20th at Town Hall. The prior year attendance numbers were 
reviewed and ideas for increasing attendance were discussed. 
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NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• Chair Amoroso moved to appoint Neal Hesler to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust as the Finance Committee’s 

designee for a 2-year term commencing July 1, 2014 and ending on June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 
 
• The Selectmen took up AccesSport America’s request for athletic field permit fee waiver. The Selectmen have previously 

approved their waiver requests and Recreation Comm. has approved this one. It was stated that this is a good reason to waive 
these fees. This is an adaptive sports program; that does not charge participants and is funded almost entirely through donations. 
Member Gorman moved to waive the athletic field permit fee for AccesSport America for the use of Liberty Field for their 
adaptive soccer games from ≈ September 13 – November 1, 2014. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion regarding upcoming meeting dates - the August 25th meeting was cancelled due to quorum concerns.   
• It was also suggested the ethics & code of conduct materials, previously provided, could be a discussion item at the Goals 

meeting.  
 

ADJOURN 
• At 9:35 PM, It was moved and seconded to adjourn.  Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
JULY 21, 2014 

 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these Announcements.  

 

 

 A reminder to our viewing audience - Selectmen Agenda packets are available from a link on the Town’s 

website on the meeting calendar.  

 

 July 26th is the Affordable Housing Lottery application deadline for one 3-bedroom Affordable Housing 

Unit at 61 Codman Hill Road (Craftsman Village).  Information and application materials are available in the 

Planning office and on the Town’s website. For additional information, please contact Town Planner, Adam 

Duchesneau or Maureen O’Hagan at MCO at 978-456-8388 or lotteryinfo@mcohousingservices.com. 

 

 Drivers are asked to use extra caution during the summer months especially in July. The Town’s Summer 

Playground Program continues at Flerra Meadow through Friday, August 1st.  Drop off begins around 8:00 

a.m. with pick up after 12:30 p.m.  Many children will be riding their bikes to camp and around town in 

general during the summer so you are asked to drive with care.  
 

 Also the DPW will be making road repairs throughout town in the month of July. Please contact DPW for 

more information.  

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2015 sticker, or you will be unable to access the Transfer Station.  

Applications are still being accepted, but the application fee will increase to $180.00 as of August 1st.  Please 

refer to the application for an explanation of these fees.  Please noted that the Selectmen recently revised the 

FY 15 fee schedule waiving the charge for a 2nd vehicle sticker. Forms may be obtained at Town Hall, the 

Town’s website, or at the Transfer Station.  Once your submitted application has been processed, you can 

have your sticker affixed to your vehicle at the Transfer Station shed during regular operating hours – 11AM-

7 PM on Wednesdays and 8AM-4PM on Saturdays.  However, applications can only be processed by the Tax 

Collector at Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, and will not be accepted at the Transfer Station.  Please refer to the 

Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information. 
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 Residents also now need to obtain a voucher and pay additional fees for the disposal of bulk items at the 

Transfer Station.  Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall from the Tax Collector’s office.  Checks 

or exact amount in cash, please. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more 

information.  

 

 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 4:00 

pm on Sunday, August 10th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the Boxborough Historical 

Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact John Fallon for more 

information or to arrange for a private tour. 

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back for its sixth season. The market is located on Pearl 

Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and will be open on Sundays from 10 AM to 

1 PM. 

 

 

 Come join your friends and neighbors at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Saturday, September 13th 

from 11:00 to 4:00 here at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church.  Start preparing your entry for 

the fair.  More information will be provided in the coming months. 

 

 Save the Date…. 

The new date for the DPW Hazardous Waste Day is Saturday, October 25th from 9:00am-1:00pm at the 

DPW barn. It was changed from the original date of October 4th. More details will be provided in the coming 

months. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through 

the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If 

you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for 

a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.
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 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 

 For more information regarding Affordable Housing Lottery for the unit at the Craftsman Village please 

contact Town Planner, Adam Dechesneau at 978-264-1723 or aduchesneau@boxborough-ma.gov or Maureen 

O’Hagan at MCO Housing Services at 978-456-8388 or lotteryinfo@mcohousingservices.com. 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on FY 15 Transfer Station Application, Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers and 

Hazardous Waste Day please go to the Town’s website, the Transfer Station’s webpage or contact the DPW 

at 978-264-1790. 

 

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2014 Boxborough Harvest Fair go to 

www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  

 

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you wish to arrange a 

private tour of the Boxborough’s Historic Town Center.  
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