
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes   
September 8, 2014 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Approved: September 22, 2014 

 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Les Fox, Member; and Jim Gorman, Member 
 
ABSENT:  Susan Bak  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Morse/Hilberg Meeting Rooms of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING 
• At 7:08 PM Chair Amoroso convened a public hearing to consider  the application of BumbleBee Snack Shack, Inc., for a 

Common Victualler’s license for the premises located at 34 Massachusetts Avenue [inside the Nashoba Olympia facility]. The 
applicant, Chung Liu, was present.  A complete list of those present is attached and incorporated by reference. Mr. Liu 
described the items he intends to offer, hours of operation and explained that Bumblebee equates to “hardworking”. He is taking 
over the stand known as Karel’s Café operated by Vladimir Hucko. As there was no further discussion Chair Amoroso closed 
the hearing.  Member Fox moved to approve the application of BumbleBee Snack Shack, Inc. for a Common Victualler’s 
license for premises located at 34 Massachusetts Avenue, Boxborough, MA. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 4-0. 

 
The Selectmen took Agenda Items 8a (i-iii), out of order.  
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up several Reserve Fund Transfer requests: 
◊ Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,500 from the Reserve 

Fund to 001-175-5305-0000, Planning Board – Software Support. Seconded by Member Gorman.  Approved 4-0. 
◊ Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,570 from the Reserve 

Fund to Acct # 310-192-5820-142B, ATM 14 Article 22B Town Hall Carpeting. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 
4-0. 

◊ Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $7,694 from the Reserve 
Fund to 001-422-5241-0000, DPW – Building Grounds/Maintenance Service. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 
• BICAO, David Lindberg, and Steele Farm Advisory Comm. Chair, Bruce Hager were present to provide an update on the on 

Steele Farm Farmhouse repairs. An IFB for these repairs went out to bid a couple weeks ago. Unfortunately only one bid was 
received and it was outside of the value that had been identified.  Since then additional discussions have taken place between 
town officials, SFAC and other contractors as to essential work needed and stabilization alternative.  BICAO Lindberg 
distributed and reviewed a proposal submitted by Old Time Restoration.  SFAC Chair Hager advised that members of SFAC 
along with residents John Skinner and Mark White had conducted a site visit this weekend. Both White and Skinner have 
construction experience. Hager discussed the observations made as a result of this inspection. Hager advised that DPW has 
capped & sealed the chimney at the roof. This should significantly reduce water penetration & the resulting frost damage. It has 
also been suggested that power could be restored to the house so that a minimum temperature could be maintained to prevent 
freezing & the resulting frost damage; and the basement windows be sealed in the winter with removable insulation and the 
foundation be re-pointed. However all of these are temporary measures. Further, along with the foundation issues there is also 
concern about the integrity of the 1st floor of the house.  SFAC member Ed Whitcomb showed up and offered his input. There 
was discussion about putting together a “bullet list” of the tasks that could be addressed before the winter.  There was discussion 



as the tasks that could be accomplished by SFAC or DPW and what would need to be contracted out. It was also noted that 
those items that could be covered by CPA should be identified. There was also discussion as to the allowable uses of the SFAC 
revolving fund. It was determined that BICAO Lindberg would prepare this list for the next Selectmen’s meeting; make 
inquiries about restoring electrical service to the house and have further discussions with the engineer to firm up items. The 
objective is to stabilize the building to provide future options for preservation.  

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens concerns.  

 
MINUTES  
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the regular session, August 11, 2014, as revised and the executive session of 

August 11, 2014, as written. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 4-0. 
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Fox reported on an IT administration meeting between himself, TA Shaw, Chiefs Ryder and White and Guardian. The 

consensus is that the roll out is going well and is on track.  The intention is to be able to convert to a lower cost tech. support 
plan by October.  Guardian has investigated integrating VoIP into our current systems and they feel they could support this 
additional function. Work continues on researching back-ups for the Verizon lines. As of today there have been no significant 
problems with phones since August. 

 
• Member Stemple reported that the Steele Farm Advisory Comm. discussed the repairs and the concern about how the Town 

would be able to fund the necessary repairs if the public doesn’t want to use and support the site.  
 
• Member Gorman reported that he has had several conversations with BICAO Lindberg regarding the condition of the Steele 

Farm Farmhouse.  
 

He also reported that he has discussed the Rte. 111 walkway proposal with Town Planner Duchesneau. The grant application 
has been submitted and Duchesneau was able to reduce some of the costs that the Selectmen voiced concern about on Aug. 11th.  
There is a question as to how these walkways would be maintained once constructed. Chair Amoroso reiterated his interest in 
possibly installing a conventional “sidewalk” from Liberty Square Rd. east onto Applewood. 

 
• TA Shaw reported that the winner on the Reed Farm Road project was Mass. Broken Stone. She hopes to be able to issue an 

award letter by the end of the week. She reiterated that this project will involve just the Reed Farm Road section of this 
neighborhood.  

 
• Member Gorman also reported that he has been advised that it is not possible to commence any other paving projects this fall; 

we are also still unsure what will be the final costs for the Reed Farm Rd. project. The Selectmen discussed state procurement 
process and procedures specifically if a project costs exceeds the target value. There was also discussion about the previously 
proposed “bundling” of paving projects. Member Gorman advised that upon further review putting together Ch. 90 bid packets 
is a lot of work and, “bundling” the other pending paving projects with the Reed Farm Rd. packet would have delayed our 
ability to get any projects out to bid for this year.  The Selectmen noted that they would like to see the IFBs for remaining 
paving projects published as soon as possible so they could be ready to break ground in the spring.  

 
• TA Shaw further reported that the parking lot paving IFB will be available on Sept. 10th. She anticipates that it will be 

completed sometime in November.  Also, those present for the Reed Farm Rd. Bid opening were advised that this IFB was 
being issued.  She reported that the Public Safety Needs Assessment RFQ would also be published on Sept. 10th.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen reviewed their meeting schedule going forward and discussed possible revisions. It was determined that only the 

Dec. 20th meeting would be cancelled and a meeting for Dec. 15th would be added. All other dates are unchanged. 
 

NEW BUSINESS (Continued)  
• Member Fox opened discussion on a recent notification from the MAPC that our MAPC Annual Assessment would be 

increasing. Member Fox referred to the materials provided. He noted that the MAPC assessment formula is governed by statute 
and has been held at the current rate for many years. There is legislation pending that would update this formula. The MAPC 
must ratify this change before this legislation can be enacted. The MAPC administration has worked hard to provide quality 
support/services within its current assessment revenue but resources are strained and they are currently unable to provide some 
services to member communities nor funding for some important projects. This increase would be offset by the potential 
benefits that Boxborough could realize.  Member Fox will be participating in the ratification vote discussions at the next MAPC 
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Board meeting. The consensus of the Selectmen was to support Member Fox’s intention to vote to ratify the new assessment 
formula.  

 
• The Selectmen discussed the Community Innovation Challenge Grant; noting all of Town Planner Duchesneau’s hard work on 

various tasks including putting this submission packet. Chair Amoroso moved to support the Community Innovation Challenge 
Grant being submitted by the Town of Carlisle on behalf of a number of towns (still being finalized), including Boxborough, to 
develop a Resource Guide on Septic System, Community Water Supply and Private Well Development for Mixed-Income, 
multi-unit and single-family home development; and further, to authorize Vincent M. Amoroso, Chair of the Boxborough Board 
of Selectmen to sign the application on behalf of the Board.   Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 4-0. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE  
• It was noted that Sen. Eldridge’s Legislative Update had been provided in the packet. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
• At 8:09 PM, Chair Amoroso moved to convene in executive session in the Town Administrator’s office to discuss strategy with 

respect to collective bargaining (all CBU’s) and to adjourn immediately thereafter without reconvening in open session. 
Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0 by a roll call vote: Fox, aye; Stemple, aye; Gorman, aye; and Amoroso, aye. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 

 

The necessary contact information is available at the end of these Announcements.  

 

 A reminder to our viewing audience - Selectmen Agenda packets are available from a link on the Town’s 

website from meeting calendar or on the Selectmen’s webpage.  

 

 Voters are reminded that tomorrow is Primary Day. Sample Democratic and Republican ballots for the 

September 9th State Primary Election are posted at the Town Clerk’s Office, in the hallway leading to the 

Grange and there is an electronic copy on the Town’s website which can be accessed through a link Town 

Clerk’s page.  Voting will take place in the Grange Meeting Room here at Town Hall. Polls will be open from 

7:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  

 

 At 2:00 PM on Saturday, September 20th the Town will dedicate a memorial plaque, at the island located at 

the corner of Flagg Hill Road and Summer Road in memory of Corporal John H. Fletcher, Boxborough's 

only Civil War combat casualty. This dedication marks the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of 

Winchester Virginia where Corporal Fletcher was killed.  All are welcome to attend.  More information is 

available on the Historical Commission’s webpage. 

 Town Volunteers, Staff members and their families are asked to hold September 20th to join the Boxborough 

Board of Selectmen for their Annual Volunteer and Staff Appreciation BBQ to be held at Boxborough 

Town Hall from 4 - 7 PM.    The Selectmen will once again be serving up a bevy of hamburgers, hot dogs and 

sausages with all the fixins.  Please contact Cheryl Mahoney at 978-264-1714 for more information. 

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Rotary Club would like to invite seniors to their Annual Senior Barbeque on 

Sunday, September 21st at the Holiday Inn Boxborough. This BBQ feast is being prepared by the Holiday 

Inn’s own culinary staff. Admission is free and all Acton and Boxborough seniors are welcome. However, 

reservations are needed so Boxborough seniors are asked to call CoA Coordinator, Laura Arsenault at 978-

264-1717.  Also you can let her know if you need a ride to the event, so arrangements can be made. 
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 The Town is seeking qualified and experienced applicants for the position of Community Services 

Coordinator to lead a pilot program for the coordination of social services for town residents.  The 

Community Services Coordinator will facilitate access to needed services for all age groups by providing 

residents with information, guidance and referrals. Resume packets should be submitted to Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw. Additional information, including the complete job description, is available on the 

Town’s website.  

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2015 sticker, so that you will be able to access the Transfer Station.  

Applications are still being accepted; however effective August 1st a $30.00 late fee is being assessed. For 

more information please visit the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information. 

 

 Residents also need to purchase a voucher for the disposal of bulk items at the Transfer Station. Fees range 

from $5.00 to $50.00 depending on the item. Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall from the Tax 

Collector’s office.  Checks or exact amount in cash, please. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or 

call the DPW for more information.  

 

 Save the Date…. 

The DPW Hazardous Waste Day is Saturday, October 25th from 9:00am-1:00pm at the DPW barn. The 

informational flyer has been posted on the Town’s website and will be provided with your upcoming tax bill.  

 

 As part of the Town’s expanded ability to provide information on our new website information and links to 

Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough has been posted on the 

Homepage under News and Announcements and under Resources.   

 

 The Sargent Memorial Library in Boxborough is in the process of scheduling local artists to exhibit their 

work in the library meeting room. If you would like to be considered for the current year or in the future, 

please contact Maureen Strapko, Library Director at the Library (978-263-4680) or email at 

mstrapko@cwmars.org . 

  

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market  is located on Pearl Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in 

West Acton Village and will be open on Sundays from 10 AM to 1 PM through October. 
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 Come join your friends and neighbors at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair this Saturday, September 13th 

from 11:00 to 4:00 here at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church.  The Harvest Fair, formerly 

known as the Agricultural Fair, celebrates Boxborough's rural heritage by providing the local 

community with the opportunity to exhibit the garden produce and craft items they have made over the 

past year.   Several new categories, prizes and events have been added this year. There will be food, live 

music and craft items for sale by local artisans. Admission is free. Start preparing your entry for the fair.   

 

 

 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 4:00 

pm this Sunday, September 14th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the Boxborough 

Historical Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact John Fallon for 

more information or to arrange for a private tour. 

 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through 

the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If 

you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for 

a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings: ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), Design Review 

Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (2), Recreation Commission (2), 

the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2), and the Conservation Commission has one vacancy for an 

unexpired term which runs until June 30, 2015.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find 

it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use 

your help in making Town government work.  

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.
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 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on Roadway paving repairs, FY 15 Transfer Station Applications, Bulk Item 

Disposal Vouchers and Hazardous Waste Day please go to the DPW’s or Transfer Station’s webpage or 

contact the DPW at 978-264-1790. 

 

 Contact CoA Coordinator, Laura Arsenault at 978-264-1717 to make reservations or to arrange for 

transportation to the A-B Rotary Club’s Senior Barbeque on September 21st.  

 

 To start planning on entering or for more information on the 2014 Boxborough Harvest Fair go to 

www.boxboroughfair.org ; or find them on Facebook -  Boxborough Harvest Fair.  

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you wish to arrange a 

private tour of the Boxborough’s Historic Town Center.  
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda  
September 8, 2014 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Morse-Hilberg Meeting Room  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 7:00 PM  

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

3. PUBLIC HEARING – COMMON VICTUALER’S LICENCE, 7:05 PM 
Application of BumbleBee Snack Shack, Inc. for premises located at 34 Massachusetts Avenue 
Move to approve the application of BumbleBee Snack Shack, Inc. for a Common Victualler’s license  
for premises located at 34 Massachusetts Avenue, Boxborough, MA VOTE:  

4. APPOINTMENTS 
[Times are estimated; if you are interested in a particular matter, please plan to arrive 15 minutes earlier] 

a) David Lindberg, Inspector of Buildings, to provide update on Steele Farm repairs, 7:15 PM 

b) Citizens’ concerns  

5. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, August 11, 2014 ACCEPT & POF 

b) Executive session, August 11, 2014 ACCEPT & POF 

6. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

7. OLD BUSINESS 
a) BoS Meeting Schedule – potential revisions 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Reserve Fund Transfer Requests [please take out of order after item 3] 

i. Planning Board – Software Support 

 Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,500 from the  
 Reserve Fund to 001-175-5305-0000, Planning Board – Software Support VOTE: 

 
ii. Town Hall (carpeting) 

 Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,570 from the  
 Reserve Fund to Acct # 310-192-5820-142B, ATM 14 Article 22B Town Hall Carpeting VOTE: 
 
iii. DPW – Building Grounds/Maintenance Service 

 Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $7,694 from the  
 Reserve Fund to 001-422-5241-0000, DPW – Building Grounds/Maintenance Service VOTE: 
 

b) MAPC Assessment – update and recommendation on proposed increase (Selectman Les Fox)  VOTE: 
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c) Community Innovation Challenge Grant 

 Move to support the Community Innovation Challenge Grant being submitted by the Town of Carlisle  
 on behalf of a number of towns (still being finalized), including Boxborough, to develop a Resource  
 Guide on Septic System, Community Water Supply and Private Well Development for Mixed-Income,  
 multi-unit and single-family home development; and further, to authorize Vincent M. Amoroso, Chair  
 of the Boxborough Board of Selectmen to sign the application on behalf of the Board VOTE:  

9. CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications 

10. PRESS TIME 

11. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Move to convene in executive session in the Town Administrator’s office to discuss strategy with respect  

to collective bargaining (all CBU’s) and to adjourn immediately thereafter without reconvening in open  ROLL CALL 
session VOTE: 

13. ADJOURN 
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