
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
September 29, 2014 

Boxborough Town Hall 
Grange Meeting Room  

Approved: October 20, 2014 
 

PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Susan Bak, Member; Les Fox, Member;  
and Jim Gorman, Member 

 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Item 3a, out of order.  
APPOINTMENTS 
• Chris Habersaat, ABYS President was present to provide a report on participants in Boston Breakers clinic. Kevin Lehner, 

Boxborough Recreation Commission Chair was also present. Habersaat referred to his email provided in the packet; providing 
background on the ABYS’s relationship with the Boston Breakers Soccer Clinic, specifically the 2014 session. He also 
discussed the field usage fees charged for the AB Lower Fields and those in Boxborough. Habersaat clarified that though 
Boxborough’s field, usage fees mirror those of Acton Recreation the AB Lower fields are managed by the “Friends of the Lower 
Fields” not Acton Rec. and the “Friends” have a different fee structure. The intention is that the “Friends” will continue to 
manage these facilities until the borrowing is paid down, at which time management will revert to AB Community Education. 
RecCom Chair Lehner provided input. It was determined that the Selectmen will conduct a more in-depth review of the Town’s 
field usage policy at a later date.   

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens concerns.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements.  
 
MINUTES  
• The Selectmen passed over approval of the regular session minutes of September 22, 2014.  
 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Gorman reported on a conversation he had at the Employee Appreciation event with Rick Barrett about possibly 

creating a Veterans Council, which could provide services to veterans and promote patriotic causes.  Member Gorman will be 
following up with Veterans Agent Donnie Morse on this.  

 
He also reported that Chief White will be taking some time off in the near future for a minor medical procedure.  

 
• Member Fox reported that he, along with BHB Chair Al Murphy & Town Planner Duchesneau, participated in a phone 

conference with Town Counsel concerning the Stow Road proposal. Based on this discussion, pending a review of the final 
form of the RFP, the proposed concept is doable and no there should be roadblocks going forward. 

 
He also report on the latest town facilities’ phone issues. It has been determined that this time it was not a Verizon line issue 
rather an internal program “hiccup.”  The auto-alert did not alarm the IT support vendor of a system failure. Chief Ryder is 
working with the phone vendor on this. In the meantime TA Shaw is working out a scope of work for our IT Vendor to integrate 
support of the phone system into the Town’s overall computer systems. 

 



• Member Bak reported that she met with the Acton Recreation Director today and was advised that Acton Rec. is reconfiguring 
the Grady Skating Park. As part of this project they are seeking public input. Residents can provide their input by contacting 
Acton Rec. ABYS or her personally. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• There was a brief discussion regarding the Warrant for November 4th State Election, including a solicitation letter from the 

Committee for Safer Roads & Bridges seeking support of a No Vote on Ballot Question One. Member Gorman moved to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Boxborough who are qualified to vote in the State Election to vote at Boxborough 
Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, Boxborough on Tuesday, the fourth day of November, 2014 from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM to cast 
their votes in the State Election for the candidates for the following offices and questions:  

 
OFFICES: 
SENATOR IN CONGRESS  . . .  .  .  .  .  . . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . . . . .  .  . .  . FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR .  . . . .. . . .  . .FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 ATTORNEY GENERAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 SECRETARY OF STATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 TREASURER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
 AUDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS.  . . . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . . . . .  . . . .THIRD DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR . . .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . .  .  .  .  .  . . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . . .  . . THIIRD DISTRICT 
SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT . . .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . .  .  . .  .  .  . .  MIDDLESEX & WORCESTER DISTRICT 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT .  .  .  .  .  . . . . 37TH MIDDLESEX DISTRICT 
 REGISTER OF PROBATE.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
 DISTRICT  ATTORNEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NORTHERN DISTRICT 
  
QUESTIONS: 
1. LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives on or 
before May 6, 2014? 
 
This proposed law would eliminate the requirement that the state’s gasoline tax, which was 24 cents per gallon as of September 
2013, (1) be adjusted every year by the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index over the preceding year, but (2) not be 
adjusted below 21.5 cents per gallon. 
 
2.  LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives on or 
before May 6, 2014? 
 
The proposed law would expand the state’s beverage container deposit law to require deposits on containers for all non-
alcoholic, non-carbonated drinks with certain exceptions, increase the associated handling fees, and make other changes to the 
law. 
 
3.  LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives on or 
before May 6, 2014? 
 
The proposed law would prohibit casinos, any gaming establishment with slot machines, and wagering on simulcast greyhound 
races. 
 
4.  LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 
Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the House of Representatives on or 
before May 6, 2014? 
 
This proposed law would entitle employees in Massachusetts to earn and use sick time according to certain conditions.  
 
5.  CPA 
Shall this Town accept sections 3 to 7, inclusive of chapter 44B of the General Laws, as approved by its legislative body, a 
summary of which appears below? 
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This question involves the Town’s acceptance of the Community Preservation Act (“Act”), approving a surcharge of 1% of the 
tax levy on real property and also providing an exemption under Section 3(e) of the Act for property owned and occupied as a 
domicile by a person who would qualify for low income housing or low or moderate income senior housing in the Town.  
 
The complete summaries of these questions are listed in the State Election Warrant, which is included in its entirety in the 
agenda packet under item 7a).  Seconded by Member  Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Stemple moved to authorize Vincent M. Amoroso, Chair of the Boxborough Board of Selectmen to designate Les Fox, 

Selectman and MAPC representative, to vote in the MPO elections being held on October 29, 2014. Seconded by Chair 
Amoroso.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen took up Hugh Fortmiller’s resignation from the Board of Registrars. Chair Amoroso thanked him for his service 

over the years. Member Stemple moved to accept with regrets the resignation of Hugh Fortmiller as a member of the Board of 
Registrars, effective immediately. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen took up the Energy Committee request for support of their initiative to provide information on solar PV. Chair 

Amoroso, as EnCom liaison, provided background on this request along with the EnCom’s efforts to provide outreach and 
educate to residents on this initiative. There was also discussion on recent changes to the Green Communities Act and we may 
now be eligible under specific conditions. Chair Amoroso moved to support the Energy Committee’s plan to move forward to 
explore solar initiatives for the Town residents and businesses. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 5-0.  

 
• The Selectmen discussed recent developments in the [public] regional transportation efforts and a new grant proposal. Though 

Boxborough is not included in this proposed pilot program the participants are seeking a show of support from us. Eligible 
(Seniors and disabled) Boxborough residents currently have access to transportation to medical appointments through our CoA 
van. Member Fox moved to authorize Vincent M. Amoroso, Chair of the Boxborough Board of Selectmen, to provide a letter on 
behalf of the Board in support of the Community Innovation Challenge Grant being submitted by the towns of Acton and 
Maynard, Emerson Hospital and Clock Tower Place to provide a pilot medical appointment shuttle. Seconded by Member 
Gorman.  Approved 5-0. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE  
• Referring to a letter discussed earlier in the evening soliciting a No vote on Question 1, Chair Amoroso asked residents to 

educate themselves on this and the other ballot questions.  
 
CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• Member Gorman asked  that a discussion about returning an employee representative the on personnel board could be an 

upcoming agenda item. There was a brief discussion among the Board as to the background on this matter. 
 
• As we have recently had several new public safety [Fire, Police & Dispatch] staff members join the Town – it was suggested 

that these new staff members could provide a summary of their experience and qualifications. The respective liaisons will work 
with the Chiefs on this.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
• The Board determined that an Executive Session was not necessary, at this time. 
 
ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2014 

 

The necessary contact information is available on the Town’s website.  

 

 A reminder to our viewing audience - Selectmen Agenda packets are available from a link on the Town’s 

website from meeting calendar or on the Selectmen’s webpage.  

 

 You will notice many improvements at Town Hall. Most recently new carpeting has been installed in the 

older portion of the 1st floor. A multitude of thanks to Inspector of Buildings, David Lindberg for 

spearheading these improvements and to him and his son, Joe for going above and beyond this past weekend 

when they came in to put everything back in place so that we were open for business as usual 1st thing on 

Monday morning.   

 

 The recent resignation of Jim Faulkner from the Boxborough Planning Board has left a vacancy on the 

Board.  Massachusetts General Law provides that such a vacancy be filled by joint appointment of the 

Planning Board and Board of Selectmen until the next annual municipal election, which will be held on May 

18, 2015.  The Planning Board and Selectmen will interview interested candidates and jointly appoint Jim’s 

successor on Monday, November 3rd at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.  Interested candidates should submit a letter 

of interest and qualifications to the Planning Board, Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, Boxborough, 

MA 01719, or by email to Town Planner, Adam Duchesnueau.  Letters must be received no later than 

Monday, October 27th, 2014, at 12 noon.  Please contact to Town Planner, Adam Duchesnueau, by email 

from a link on his webpage; emailing him directly at aduchesneau@boxborough-ma.gov or phone (978-264-

1723) with any questions. 

 

 The Nashoba Boards of Health will be conducting a Seasonal Flu Clinic on Wednesday, October 8th, from 

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in the Vestry of the Boxborough UCC Church. This clinic is free and open to 

Boxborough residents. Additional information is available on the Town’s website. 

 

 The Town is beginning the process of updating its Master Plan. A Master Plan serves as a decision-making 

guide for land use, open space, housing, economic development, and other areas.  Boxborough’s current 

Master Plan is over 12 years old, it is no longer relevant or effective. Therefore, Town personnel, with the 

assistance of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council will be producing an updated Master Plan. Public 

Kickoff and Visioning Forum will be held Wednesday, November 19, 2014 @ 7:00 PM here in the Grange 
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Meeting Room, at Town Hall.  This Forum is a critical part of the update process. Participants will be able to 

provide input on materials to formulate a vision for the town that will guide our community into the future 

and give direction to this Master Plan Update process. We encourage all to attend and ask you to spread the 

word to others who may be interested. For more information please go the Planning Board’s webpage or 

contact Town Planner Adam Duchesneau directly at aduchesneau@boxborough-ma.gov or 978-264-1723 for 

more information or to sign up for the Master Plan Update email list. 

 

 The 2014 Deer Hunting opens on October 20th. It begins with Archery Season which runs through 

November 29th.  Archery is followed by Shot Gun Season (December 1st through December 13th). Deer 

Hunting ends with Muzzle or Primitive Firearms season (December 15th through December 31st).  Please be 

aware that, in Boxborough, hunting is only allowed on private land with permission of the owner and not 

allowed on any town-owned property. For everyone’s safety and enjoyment please remember to exercise 

some trail safety commonsense during Hunting Season.  A list of suggested Trail Safety Rules and other 

resources may be found in Links to “Helpful Information” on the Conservation Commission’s webpage.   

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2015 sticker, so that you will be able to access the Transfer Station.  

Applications are still being accepted; however effective August 1st a $30.00 late fee is being assessed. For 

more information please visit the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information. 

 

 Residents also need to purchase a voucher for the disposal of bulk items at the Transfer Station. Fees range 

from $5.00 to $50.00 depending on the item. Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall from the Tax 

Collector’s office.  Checks or exact amount in cash, please. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or 

call the DPW for more information.  

 

 Save the Date…. 

The DPW Hazardous Waste Day is Saturday, October 25th from 9:00am-1:00pm at the DPW barn. The 

informational flyer has been posted on the Town’s website and will be provided with your upcoming tax bill.  

 Also …. 

The Boxborough Energy Committee  will be holding “BoxGoSolar” a Solar Informational Townwide 

meeting, at 7:30 PM on December 3rd at the Sargent Memorial Library.  More information will be provided 

in the coming months.  
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 As part of the Town’s expanded ability to provide information on our new website information and links to 

Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough has been posted on the 

Homepage under News and Announcements and under Resources.   

 

 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is located on Pearl Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in 

West Acton Village and will be open on Sundays from 10 AM to 1 PM through October. 

 

 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 4:00 

pm Sunday, October 12th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the Boxborough Historical 

Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact John Fallon for more 

information or to arrange for a private tour. 

 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through 

the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If 

you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for 

a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings: ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), Design Review 

Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (2), Recreation Commission (2), 

the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2), and the Conservation Commission has one vacancy for an 

unexpired term which runs until June 30, 2015.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find 

it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use 

your help in making Town government work.  

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.
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 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on Roadway paving repairs, FY 15 Transfer Station Applications, Bulk Item 

Disposal Vouchers and Hazardous Waste Day please go to the DPW’s or Transfer Station’s webpage or 

contact the DPW at 978-264-1790. 

 

 For more information regarding the vacancy on the Planning Board or on Updating the Master Plan please go 

the Planning Board’s webpage or contact Town Planner Adam Duchesneau directly at 

ADuchesneau@Boxborough-MA.gov or 978-264-1723. 

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you wish to arrange a 

private tour of the Boxborough’s Historic Town Center.  
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