
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes  
November 3, 2014 

Approved: November 24, 2014 
 

PRESENT:    Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Susan Bak, Member; Les Fox, Member; and Jim Gorman, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Selina Shaw, Town Administrator  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• At 6:30 PM, Chair Amoroso moved to convene in executive session in the Town Administrator’s office to discuss strategy with 

respect to collective bargaining (all CBU’s) and to reconvene in open session at 7:30 PM in the Morse-Hilberg Meeting Room 
to continue the regular business on the agenda. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0 by a roll call vote: Gorman, aye; 
Bak, aye; Fox, aye; and Amoroso, aye. The Chair noted that open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining 
position of the Town.  

 
Chair Amoroso re-convened the meeting at 7:34 P.M. in the Morse-Hilberg Meeting Room of the Town Hall.   
 
PRESENT:    Robert Stemple 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements.  

 
APPOINTMENTS 
• Energy Committee Chair, Francie Nolde, member Richard Garrison and proposed new member Rebecca Morris were present to 

provide updates on various Energy Committee (EnCom) matters, including their Solar Initiative, their Committee’s workload & 
composition and to propose Rebecca Morris as a candidate for the Energy Committee.  They have changed the title of their 
upcoming Solar forum from BoxGoSolar to the Boxborough Solar Initiative.  Garrison has taken the lead on this project.  
EnCom’s participation in the Town’s Master Plan Update Comm. (MPUC) is essential however, all of the current voting 
members are committed to other on-going projects, including the Solar Initiative, and so no one is available to participate on the 
MPUC. Rebecca Morris has offered to join the EnCom to serve on the MPUC, however the current charter only allows for the 
current seven voting members.  An amendment to their charter is needed so an eighth voting member can be brought onboard. 
Chair Amoroso moved to amend the Energy Committee Charter to provide for an eighth voting member. Seconded by Member 
Stemple. Approved 5-0.  EnCom Chair Nolde introduced Rebecca Morris as a candidate to the Energy Committee and as the 
EnCom’s representative & voting member on the Master Plan Update Comm. Nolde related Morris’ background and Ms. 
Morris spoke to her experience. Chair Amoroso moved to appoint Rebecca Morris to serve on the Energy Committee for a term 
starting effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2017; and further, to appoint Rebecca Morris to serve on the Master Plan 
Update Committee for a term starting effective immediately and ending on December 31, 2015.  Seconded by Member Bak.  
Approved 5-0.  
 
There was additional discussion on the proposed Boxborough Solar Initiative. Chair Amoroso moved and Member Stemple 
seconded to support the request from the Energy Committee to move forward with the Boxborough Solar Initiative and to 
authorize the Town Administrator to issue a Request for Proposals to qualified firms to provide tiered discount pricing 
schedules for the installation of solar photovoltaic systems to Boxborough residents. Along with educating and engaging 
residents in a discussion about solar power alternatives the EnCom is also exploring a program that would help residential and 
commercial property owners to acquire solar systems at a reasonable cost by providing a group pricing mechanism.  The more 
participants involved the lower the cost. Stow is implementing just such a program, modeled on a state initiative that the state is 
using to encourage participation in solar energy efforts. This mechanism requires the Town to issue an RFP for a tiered discount 
pricing schedule for Boxborough property owners for the installation of solar systems.  Once a successful vendor is identified 



the Town would no longer be involved and property owners would contract directly with the vendor.  Property owners could 
still hire their own contractor however as the incentive to sign up with the vendor awarded the RFP would be the tiered discount 
pricing schedule. The Selectmen outlined concerns about engaging in just such a RFP. It was determined no action would be 
taken at this time and the motion was withdrawn.  The Selectmen would conduct further review of the proposed RFP and revisit 
this proposal at their next meeting.  

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens concerns.  
 
MINUTES  
• The Selectmen passed over approval of the minutes for the Goals workshop of September 27, 2014  

 
• Member Fox moved to accept the minutes for the regular session, October 20, 2014, as revised and the executive session, 

October 20, 2014, as written. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.   
 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Bak reported that Chief Ryder presented a proposal to restructure staffing in the Police Dept. at last week’s Personnel 

Board meeting. No vote was taken. The Personnel Bd. also reviewed COLA and the classification schedule for FY 16. They are 
also reviewing the vacation terms in the current plan.  

 
• Member Fox reported he had met with Chief Ryder regarding his staffing proposal to add lieutenant to the staffing structure.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up additional appointments to the Master Plan Update Committee. 
o Chair Amoroso moved to appoint Mitzi Garcia-Weil, Recreation Commission member to the Master Plan Update Committee for 

a term starting effective immediately and ending on December 31, 2015. Seconded by Stemple. Approved 5-0. 
o Chair Amoroso moved to appoint Dmitry Bykhovsky, local business owner (Alpha Cars), to the Master Plan Update 

Committee as a non-voting, ex-officio members for a term starting effective immediately and ending on December 31, 2015. 
Seconded by Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen re-opened discussion on a request from Acton-Boxborough Regional School District to hang cable in 

Boxborough’s municipal space on Verizon/LELD poles along Mass. Ave. (Acton border to the Blanchard Memorial School). A-
B Technology Operations Mgr., Brendan Hearn was present.  Chair Amoroso and TA Shaw have been working with Town 
Counsel to move forward on the A-B District’s proposal while protecting the Town.  The materials provided in the packet work 
to ensure that any risks are borne by the A-B District.  The next step would be to hold a public “pole” hearing. TA Shaw 
reviewed the pole hearing requirements and process. Mr. Hearn voiced concern about having all of the specifications finalized 
in time to file their hearing request. It was determined that the hearing would be scheduled as long as the preliminary materials 
were provided by the end of the week with the remaining materials provided ahead of the scheduled hearing.  A-B District bears 
the burden of completing the submission process so that the hearing can go forward.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Fox moved to appoint Eduardo Pontoriero, Planning Board member, to the Design Review Board to fill the unexpired 

term of James Faulkner for a term starting effective immediately and ending on June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member 
Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Stemple moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Matt Kosakowski from the Public 

Celebrations and Ceremonies Committee effective immediately Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 
 
• Chair Amoroso moved to proclaim November as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. Seconded by Member Gorman. 

Approved 5-0.  
 

• The Selectmen took up the acceptance of several grants. 
o Public Safety Departments have been awarded grant funding. The intention is to use these funds for IT and communication 

infrastructure improvements. Member Stemple moved to accept the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, State 911 
Department’s FY 2015 Support and Incentive Grant in the amount of $16,469.66. Seconded by Member Bak.  Approved 5-0. 
 
Though not on the agenda, an additional item -  

o Member Gorman moved to accept the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, State 911 Department’s FY 2015 Training Grant and 
EMD/ Regulatory Compliance Grant in the amount of $10,000.00.  Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 
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o The Selectmen discussed the Mass DEP Sustainable Materials Recovery Program Municipal Grant. This will be used to 

acquire recycling bins & liners for the town’s sports fields. Member Gorman moved to accept the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection’s Sustainable Materials Recovery Program Municipal Grant for an amount up to $500 for a 
Targeted Small Scale Initiative. Seconded by Member Bak.  Approved 5-0. 

  
• The Selectmen took up a request from the Grapevine Package Store/Retail Licensee (Alcohol) to modify their Sunday opening 

time. The Governor recently approved a change to state law under which alcohol retailers are now allowed, by right, to open on 
Sundays beginning at 10 AM. Local licensing authority (aka Selectmen) cannot deny this request.  Member Bak moved to 
approve the request of Robert Hirsch, d.b.a. Grapevine, located at 104 Massachusetts Avenue, to sell alcoholic beverages 
beginning at 10 AM on Sundays, pursuant to the recently amended MGL c.136, §6(52). Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0.   

 
• The Selectmen took up a request from the Town Assessor to accompany Fire Dept. personnel on smoke/fire detector 

inspections.  Partnering with the fire inspectors would provide the Assessor with the opportunity to view the property so she can 
update her records for properties that are about to be conveyed, saving significant time and resources. Further to the request of 
the Town Assessor, Chair Amoroso moved to authorize the Assessor to partner with the Fire Department to perform a full 
inspection of a property at the same time the Fire Department tests smoke/fire detectors prior to a sale of the property. Seconded 
by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen also opened an initial discussion on a memorandum from the Town Assessor regarding the assessing of owners 

of private ways and the accompanying materials.   The Town could realize additional revenues if implemented. Unaccepted 
private ways have been a recurring discussion over the years. Member Gorman will review the provided list of roadways with 
DPW Dir. Garmon. Also as the Town Assessor will be able to discuss after the residential tax factor setting public hearing at the 
next meeting.   

 
• The Selectmen reviewed a request from Herbert Viggh regarding the possible attendance of a foreign student at the Minuteman 

Career & Technical High School. Chair Amoroso provided background on this request, referring to Mr. Viggh’s letter; US State 
Dept.’s webpage “Foreign Students in Public Schools” and communications with the Minuteman School administration. Though 
this seems like a request that the Selectmen could support in a follow-up communication the Minuteman School administration 
provided a legal opinion that the U.S. State Dept.  requires these requests to be initiated through the school not the sending 
town.  Based on this information the Selectmen determined that they would defer to the Minuteman School District.  

 
CORRESPONDENCE  
• The Selectmen discussed Town Assessor, Anderson’s memorandum regarding street address changes. Assessor Anderson has 

determined that there are several houses misnumbered in Town and this could hinder public safety responses. She had outlined a 
proposed plan of action however it was suggested that the Public Safety Chiefs provide their input and that further review is 
needed before any action is taken.  

 
CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• As the newest member on the Board of Selectmen Member Bak inquired about how department head performance appraisals are 

conducted. TA Shaw spoke to the process. There was also discussion about the impracticality of conducting a professional 
process while preserving an individual’s rights and yet still having to comply with Open Meeting Law. It makes it extremely 
onerous and discourages the Selectmen’s effective management of these staff members.  

 
ADJOURN 
• At 8:57 PM, It was moved and seconded to adjourn.  Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

 

The necessary contact information is available on the Town’s website.  

 

 A reminder to our viewing audience - Selectmen Agenda packets are available from a link on the Town’s 

website from meeting calendar or on the Selectmen’s webpage.  

 

 Again, many thanks to the DPW, especially Juan Barrios, for completion of all the improvements at Town 

Hall, most recently the conversion of office space for our new Community Services Coordinator.  Thanks also 

to Inspector of Buildings, David Lindberg for spearheading these improvements.   

 

 Voting for the November 4th Election will take place in the Grange Meeting Room here at Town Hall. Polls 

will be open tomorrow from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM. Sample ballots are posted in the hallway entering the 

Grange and at the Town Clerk’s Office.   

 

 Starting this Wednesday, November 5th the Parking Lot at the Town Hall will be grinded, re-graded and re-

paved.  You will not be able to park at Town Hall from Wednesday through Friday, possibly longer 

depending on weather conditions. The UCC Church has graciously agreed to allow Town Hall visitors and 

staff to park in their parking lot, across the street from Town Hall, many thanks. We apologize for the 

inconvenience.  

 

 The Board of Selectmen will be holding a public hearing, at 7:05 PM in the Grange Meeting Room on 

November 17, 2013, to consider the adoption of a Residential Factor to determine the percentages of 

the tax burden borne by each class of real and personal property for FY2015. 

 

 The recent resignation on the Boxborough Planning Board has left a vacancy on the Board.  Massachusetts 

General Law provides that such a vacancy be filled by joint appointment of the Planning Board and Board of 

Selectmen until the next annual municipal election, on May 18, 2015.  The Planning Board and Selectmen are 

planning to interview interested candidates and jointly appoint a new member on Monday, November 17th or 

24th.  Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest and qualifications to the Planning Board, 

Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle Road, Boxborough, MA 01719, or by email to Town Planner, Adam 
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Duchesnueau.   Please contact to Town Planner, Adam Duchesnueau, by email from a link on Town Planner’s 

webpage or phone (978-264-1723) with any questions. 

 

 In observance of Veterans’ Day Town Hall Offices will be closed on Tuesday, November 11th.  

 

 Representative Jen Benson will be hosting local office hours within the district in November. This round of 

office hours will be from 5:30 PM-6:30 PM on November 10th at the Ayer Town Hall and on November 17th 

at the Shirley Town Hall.  However all District residents are encouraged to stop in to say hello or come by if 

you have an issue to discuss with the Representative. For more information you can go to Representative 

Benson’s website:  www.jenbenson.org. 

 

 The Town is beginning the process of updating its Master Plan, which is over 12 years old.  A Public 

Kickoff and Visioning Forum will be held Wednesday, November 19, 2014 @ 7:00 PM here in the Grange 

Meeting Room, at Town Hall.  This Forum is a critical part of the update process. Participants will be able to 

provide input on materials to formulate a vision for the town that will guide our community into the future 

and give direction to this Master Plan Update process. We encourage all to attend and ask you to spread the 

word. For more information please go the Planning Board’s webpage or contact Town Planner, Adam 

Duchesnueau, directly, by email from a link on Town Planner’s webpage or phone (978-264-1723) for more 

information or to sign up for the Master Plan Update email list. 

 

 Residents are advised that a winter parking ban will go into effect starting November 15th and running until 

April 1st. On street parking is not allowed between the hours of 1:00 AM and 6:00 AM and at all times 

whenever inclement weather is forecasted. Also no overnight or weekend parking is allowed at any of the 

Town owned facilities, without permission. Unattended vehicles can obstruct the snow removal operations 

and may be subject to towing. Please go to the Town’s website or call DPW at 978-264-1790 for more 

information.  

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2015 sticker, so that you will be able to access the Transfer Station.  

Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information.  

 

 Residents also need to purchase a voucher for the disposal of bulk items at the Transfer Station. Fees range 

from $5.00 to $50.00 depending on the item. Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall.  Checks or 

exact amount in cash, please. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more 

information.  
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 Friends of the Boxborough Library will hold their Fall Book Sale at the Sargent Memorial Library from 9:00 

AM to 2:00 PM this Saturday, November 8th.  A preview sale for members will take place Friday, 

November 7th from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (Memberships are always available at the door). The Friends of the 

Library would also ask that you to save your gently used books to donate to this sale during the week of 

November 3rd, during regular Library hours (No VCR “Video Tapes” or magazines, Please). The funds from 

this sale support many library programs that help to make the Library a special place.   

 

 Minute Man Air Field’s 2nd Annual Emergency Services Appreciation Day will be at 2:00 PM this 

Saturday, November 8th, at Nancy’s at the Air Field.  This event is to express appreciation for all that our 

Fire, Police, EMTs and Dispatch personnel do to keep our communities safe. Residents are welcome.  

 

 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 4:00 

pm this Sunday, November 9th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the Boxborough 

Historical Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact John Fallon for 

more information or to arrange for a private tour. 

 
 

 Save the Date…. 

The Boxborough Energy Committee will be holding “BoxGoSolar” an Informational Townwide meeting, 

at 7:30 PM on December 3rd at the Sargent Memorial Library.  More information will be provided in the 

coming months.  

 Boxborough’s Annual Tree Lighting will take place on Saturday, December 6th at 4:30 PM at the Old Town 

Center, located at the intersection of Hill and Middle Road with parking available at the Boxborough 

Museum, just down the hill. All are invited to attend and bring cookies to share and canned food donations 

for the local food pantry. For more information contact Public Celebrations and Ceremonies Committee Chair 

Trena Trena Minudri at: ab1712@yahoo.com . 

 

 The 2014 Deer Hunting Season has opened. Archery Season runs through November 29th; followed by 

Shot Gun and then Primitive Weapon or Muzzle season.  Please be aware that, in Boxborough, hunting is 

only allowed on private land with permission of the owner and not allowed on any town-owned property. For 

everyone’s safety and enjoyment please remember to exercise some trail safety commonsense during Hunting 

Season.  A list of suggested Trail Safety Rules and other resources may be found in Links to “Helpful 

Information” on the Conservation Commission’s webpage.   
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 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings: ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), Design Review 

Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (3), Recreation Commission (2), 

the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2), and the Conservation Commission has one vacancy for an 

unexpired term which runs until June 30, 2015.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find 

it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use 

your help in making Town government work.  

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 

 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on Roadway and parking lot paving repairs, FY 15 Transfer Station Applications, 

and Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers please go to the DPW’s or Transfer Station’s webpage or contact the 

DPW at 978-264-1790. 

 

 For more information regarding Updating the Master Plan please go the Planning Board’s webpage or 

contact Town Planner Adam Duchesneau directly at ADuchesneau@Boxborough-MA.gov or 978-264-1723. 
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