
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
December 8, 2014 

Approved: December 15, 2014 
 

PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Susan Bak, Member; Les Fox, Member; and  
 Jim Gorman, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:18 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
The Board deferred announcements until later in the meeting. 

APPOINTMENTS 
• BICAO David Lindberg was present to discuss town storage needs and use of the Town Museum, and to provide a general 

update. Historical Comm. Chair, Alan Rohwer and Historical Society member, John Fallon, were also present for this 
discussion. BICAO Lindberg reported he had met with the various stakeholders in November to develop an action plan to 
reclaim the Museum’s basement area and prepare it for the proper storage of various items including historic materials and 
Town records. Chief Ryder would also like a portion of this space to install communications infrastructure.  Last week DPW 
Dir. Garmon and his crew disposed of items, moved others and pulled up the carpeting. The next step is to check for mold 
damage. BICAO Lindberg has received an initial proposal for the installation of an HVAC unit for this space – climate control 
so records can be safely stored.  He is hoping to have a formal quote soon. Storage is at a premium at this point and being able 
to utilize this space would help. Once it is usable, the Town and the Historical Society will need to reach a consensus as to the 
use of this space.  

 
• Holiday Inn, Boxborough’s new General Manager, Paul DiNapoli, was present to petition that the Hotel Boxborough Lessee, 

LLC, All Alcohol/Innholder’s license be changed to name him as the manager. Mr. DiNapoli spoke to his background in the 
hotel industry and his local ties to Massachusetts.  Member Stemple moved to approve and forward to the Alcoholic Beverages 
Control Commission the petition of the Hotel Boxborough Lessee, LLC, dba Holiday Inn Boxborough Woods, located at 242 
Adams Place, to change the manager of the Hotel’s beverage service operations from Howard Sobel to Paul DiNapoli. 
Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 5-0.  

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens Concerns.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING PURSUANT TO MGL CH 166 §22, 7:30 PM 
• At 7:30 PM, Chair Amoroso opened the Public Hearing to consider the petition of the Acton Boxborough Regional School 

District (ABRSD) requesting permission to attach one new fiber optic aerial cable (.6 inch diameter) within the Municipal Space 
on the poles granted to the Town of Boxborough by the pole owners, said poles running westerly along Massachusetts Avenue a 
distance of approximately 4,851 feet, from the Acton border to the Blanchard Memorial School. A list of those present for this 
hearing is attached and incorporated by reference.  An overview as to the purpose of this hearing and recent history were 
provided.  ABRSD’s Technical Operations Manager, Brendan Hearn, presented a PowerPoint presentation outlining the project 
– including  the benefits of incorporating the Blanchard facilities into the ABRSD’s Wide Area Network (WAN), a 
background/history as to the District’s efforts to integrate the Blanchard into their WAN and the estimated time to complete the 
installation.  It was noted that none of the Town facilities (i.e. the Library) IT services should be affected by this project. It was 
further noted that there would be a change to the prepared motion – deleting condition # 1, providing evidence of the pole 
owners’ approval. This is being deleted as this hearing is, in fact, the first step in the process as Boxborough needs to grant 
ABRSD access to the municipal right of way, before ABRSD can go to pole owners to get final permission for the actual 
installation. There was no further discussion so the hearing was closed at 7:50 PM. Member Gorman moved to grant the order 
of cable locations as requested by petition of the Acton Boxborough Regional School District on November 13, 2014, a copy of 
which is attached hereto and incorporated herein, subject to the following additional conditions: 



1. Installation of the cable pursuant to this Order shall be further subject to and conditional upon the execution of that License 
Agreement between the Town of Boxborough and the Acton-Boxborough Regional School District allowing for installation 
of the cable within the Town’s Municipal Space, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein.   

2. Acton-Boxborough Regional School District shall notify the Boxborough Police Department and Town Administrator’s 
office of the installation schedule, and shall arrange for police details as required by the Chief of Police.  

Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 5-0. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements. 

 
MINUTES  
• The Selectmen passed over approval the minutes for the November 24, 2014 executive session.  

 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Bak reported that the Personnel Bd. is developing plans to outreach to the respective dept. employees. They hope to 

begin the outreach process after the first of the year. The Personnel Bd. appreciated the input that the Selectmen provided. 
  
Town Counsel has provided recommendations regarding the Dept. Head performance appraisal process. These processes & 
procedures will be discussed in greater detail at an upcoming meeting. 

 
She reported that she is still seeking input on proposed revisions to the Selectmen’s Rules & Procedures. It was determined that 
any responses should be sent this week so they can be discussed at the December 15th meeting. 

 
• Member Fox reported that an IT strategy meeting was held last week, himself, TA Shaw , DPW Dir. Garmon (& Vicki Franz) & 

Library Dir. Strapko reviewed a “wish list” with a view toward the future. Part of this review was also a discussion of the new 
IT Budget. We now have a mid-year look-back for planning purposes.  The Public Safety Depts. have some specific items of 
concern and there is also a concern regarding the multiple phone invoices begin received. 

 
He also reported that he believes cable broadcast issues have been resolved. The next step would be to investigate possibly 
offering video on demand.  

 
• Chair Amoroso reported that the Energy Comm. continues to actively work on the solar initiative and will be having substantive 

discussions with several invitees at their meeting on Wed on this. As he is the EnCom liaison he feels it is important that he be 
present for these discussions. This however conflicts with the BLF meeting set for the same time, so he will be unable to attend 
BLF. EnCom is still looking rolling out the solar initiative this spring.  

 
• Member Gorman noted as reported earlier, the DPW has done a lot of work at the Museum cleaning out the basement – so there 

is now a significant amount of space downstairs. 
 

He also reported that the Public Safety Space Needs Advisory Group (SNAG) will be meeting on December 17th. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen passed over discussion on the Town Administrator recommendation on procurement delegations.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up the acceptance of a monetary gift from Boxborough for CPA BQ (Ballot Question) Committee. 

Tonight’s vote is simply to accept this gift. The CPA BQ did not put conditions on this gift.  Chair Amoroso moved to accept 
with gratitude the generous gift of $992.31 from the Boxborough for CPA BQ Committee; and further, that these funds be used 
to help defray the costs of the software required for the implementation of the CPA [or some other purpose to be determined and 
voted upon by the Board of Selectmen]. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 5-0. 
 

ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DECEMBER 8, 2014 

 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements.  

 

 A reminder to our viewing audience - Selectmen Agenda packets are available from links on the Town’s 

website, from the meeting calendar or from the Selectmen’s webpage.  

 

As the Holiday Season quickly approaches...... 

 Christmas Eve falls on a Wednesday this year, so the Transfer Station will be closing early that day, at 2:00 

PM, so that employees can enjoy the holiday. On New Year’s Eve, the following Wednesday, the Transfer 

Station will remain open as usual from 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM. They will be open as usual on the respective 

Saturdays.  

 

 There is a TOYS FOR TOTS drop off box at the Fire Station.  If anyone wishes to donate a toy to help 

underprivileged children they may drop it off at the Fire Station located across from the Blanchard School, at 

502 Mass. Ave. They are looking for new, non-violent, unwrapped toys for boys and girls of all ages.  

Residents are asked to have their donations in by Friday, December 19th. 

 

 Residents are advised that the winter parking ban will remain in effect until April 1st. On street parking is 

not allowed between the hours of 1:00 AM and 6:00 AM and at all hours whenever inclement weather is 

forecast. Also no overnight or weekend parking is allowed at any of the Town owned facilities, without 

permission. Unattended vehicles can obstruct the snow removal operations and may be subject to towing. 

Please go to the Town’s website or call DPW at  

978-264-1790 for more information.  

 

 As part of the Town’s expanded ability to provide information on our new website information and links to 

Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough has been posted on the 

Homepage under News and Announcements and under Resources. 

 

 The 2014 Deer Hunting Season is underway. Shot Gun Season is open and runs through December 13th; 

followed by Shot Gun and then Primitive Weapon or Muzzle season which ends on December 31st.  Please be 

aware that in Boxborough, hunting is only allowed on private land with permission of the owner and not 

allowed on any town-owned property. For everyone’s safety and enjoyment please remember to exercise 
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some trail safety commonsense during Hunting Season.  A list of suggested Trail Safety Rules and other 

resources may be found in Links to “Helpful Information” on the Conservation Commission’s webpage.   

 

 The Town announces the hiring of Lauren Abraham, our new part-time Community Services Coordinator. 

Lauren will serve as a resource to assist Boxborough families and residents in connecting with financial, 

health, and emotional support services and helping them to navigate the sometimes complicated application 

process. She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to this position as a public health social worker 

with a background in home health care, elder care, and mental health.  She is available by phone at 978-264-

1730, email: labraham@boxborough-ma.gov and for face-to-face appointments. Her office hours at Town 

Hall are:  Tuesday 9am-1pm; Thursday 11am-3pm.  

 

 As most of you are aware, The Boxborough Energy Committee is working on a presentation - the 

Boxborough Solar Initiative, a program designed to lower the costs of installing small-scale solar PV panels in 

our community.  However, the schedule for launching the Solar Initiative has been pushed back to mid-

2015. More Information is available on the Town’s website under News.  

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2015 sticker, so that you will be able to access the Transfer Station.  

Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information.  

 

 Residents also need to purchase a voucher for the disposal of bulk items at the Transfer Station. Fees range 

from $5.00 to $50.00 depending on the item. Vouchers can be purchased only at the Town Hall.  Checks or 

exact amount in cash, please. You might consider donating your items to the local not-for-profit organization, 

Household Goods Recycling of Massachusetts (HGRM). They are happy to accept clean, functional items in 

good working condition. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings: ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), Design Review 

Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (3), Recreation Commission (2), 

the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2), and the Conservation Commission has one vacancy for an 
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unexpired term which runs until June 30, 2015.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find 

it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use 

your help in making Town government work.  

 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 

 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on Paving repairs, FY 15 Transfer Station Applications, and Bulk Item Disposal 

Vouchers please go to the DPW’s or Transfer Station’s webpage or contact the DPW at 978-264-1790. 

 

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you have questions 

about the Boxborough Museum, wish to know more about upcoming events or to arrange a private tour of the 

Boxborough’s Historic Town Center 
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