
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes  
January 12, 2015 

 
Approved: February 4, 2015 

 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Les Fox, Member; Jim Gorman, Member and Susan Bak, 

Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• At 6:30 PM Chair Amoroso moved to convene in executive session in the Town Administrator’s office to discuss strategy with 

respect to collective bargaining (all CBU’s) and to reconvene in open session at 7:30 PM in the Grange Meeting Room to 
continue the regular business on the agenda. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0 by a roll call vote: Fox, aye; Gorman, 
aye; Bak, aye; and Amoroso, aye [Member Stemple not present at the time of this vote]. The Chair noted that open meeting may 
have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Board.  

 
Chair Amoroso re-convened the meeting at 7:40 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of the Town Hall.   
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements. 

APPOINTMENTS 
• Police Chief Warren Ryder was present to discuss the proposed FY 16 Police Department and Public Safety Dispatch 

Department budgets. The current FY 16 Police Dept. salary lines indicate a nominal increase, reflecting only step increases and 
otherwise level funded, but he qualified this by noting that this is pending the outcome of the collective bargaining discussions 
and the proposed administrative re-alignment. There was discussion about town project police details. Chief Ryder is fine with 
keeping police details for Town projects & events within his budget.  There are no significant capital expenses anticipated in FY 
16. The only infrastructure work would be the installation of the Middle Road radio subsystem. The software line reflects the 
acquisition of subscriptions for “cyber-crime” investigative software.  He also does not see a significant increase in Public 
Safety Dispatch Dept. budget in general. He, again, qualified this as the final salary figures are contingent on CBA discussions. 
There is a one-time cost to purchase software for interfacing with fire callboxes and he anticipates some additional electrical 
costs for power meters at two new radio sites.  He also provided an update on the regionalization of Animal Control 
responsibilities; his management of the administration of this program and that other communities have discussed joining.  

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens concerns. 

MINUTES  
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the executive sessions of December 15, 2014, and January 5, 2015, as written. 

Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved- 4 (Members: Amoroso, Fox, Gorman, Bak); Disapproved - 0; and Abstained -1 
(Member Stemple). 

 
• The Selectmen passed over approval of the regular session minutes of January 5, 2015.  

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Bak reported that the Personnel Board has been working on their portion of Public Safety CBU matters and the 

proposed Police department re-alignment.  They are also working on the FY 16 Compensation Schedule.  
 



• Member Fox reported that the Housing Board’s consultant is presenting the Housing Production Plan to the Planning Board 
tonight.  

 
• Chair Amoroso reported that he will be participating in a discussion with representatives from other towns that are also 

considering withdrawing from the Minuteman School District on Thursday morning.  
 
• Member Gorman reiterated the announcement that starting in February the Town’s Veterans’ Agent will be holding office hours 

on Wednesday mornings at Town Hall.  
 
• He also reported that the State has implemented new stricter regulations regarding the disposal of animal carcasses. The Animal 

Control officials are reviewing these new requirements and working to determine what will be their process and the cost of 
disposal going forward.  

 

OLD BUSINESS  
• Legal counsel for the Acton-Boxborough Regional School District (ABRSD) has communicated to TA Shaw that they intend to 

seek further revisions to the License Agreement between the Town of Boxborough and the Acton-Boxborough Regional School 
District allowing for installation of the ABRSD network cable within the Town’s Municipal Space, however there are no 
materials to present at this time so this matter will taken up at a later date.  

NEW BUSINESS 
• Member Fox moved to authorize the Chairman of the Boxborough Board of Selectmen to designate Robert T. Stemple as the 

Town’s voting delegate at the MMA and MIIA Annual Meetings to be held on January 24, 2015. Seconded by Member Bak.  
Approved 5-0.  

 
• Chair Amoroso moved  to call the annual town meeting, to begin on Monday, May 11, 2015, at 7 PM, to be held at the 

Blanchard Memorial School and if necessary, a special town meeting to be held within the annual town meeting. Seconded by 
Member Fox.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Board took up the Chapter 90 Reimbursement Request ($288,813.65) & Final Report for Reclamation and Paving of Reed 

Farm Road. As it turns out the cost of this project came in less than anticipated. DPW Dir. Garmon will now be looking to 
identify the next priority locations. Flagg Hill and Pine Hill Roads remain top priorities. Dir. Garmon is preparing a road 
condition survey/study which should identify any additional high priority locations going forward which he will be presenting to 
the Board when complete. Member Gorman reported that Dir. Garmon is also considering a warrant article for the paving of 
other locations.  There was discussion on the status of the Hill Road culvert project and the condition of the pavement on all of 
Hill Road. It was also reported that a letter was received today from Governor Baker advising that the Town’s FY 15 Chapter 
90 Apportionment has been increased to $328,740. Member Stemple moved to authorize the submission of Chapter 90 Final 
Report and Reimbursement Request in the amount of $288,813.65 for reclamation and paving of Reed Farm Road, and to 
certify conformance with applicable statutes and regulations. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Board took up forwarding a Petition article submitted for Annual Town Meeting – “Restoring and Maintaining 

Constitutional Governance Resolution of Boxborough, MA” to the Board of Registrars. It was clarified that tonight’s action is 
only to forward this petition article to the Board of Registrars and the Selectmen could consider any possible endorsement/ 
recommendation in the future. It was suggested that the petitioner be invited in to discuss her article at a February meeting. 
Member Gorman moved to forward the above-named petition article to the Board of Registrars for certification of signatures 
and if certified, to place on the Annual Town Meeting warrant. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 5-0.  

OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Board reviewed the initial FY 16 draft Budget.  There was a discussion of the new growth and the commercial personal 

property numbers that were projected for FY 15. Overall, it looks good.  

APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Fire Chief Randolph White was present to discuss the proposed FY 16 Fire Department budget. He noted that, with the 

exception of the overtime budget, most of FY 16 salary lines currently indicate nominal changes, but qualified this by noting 
that this is pending the outcome of the collective bargaining discussions.  However he has submitted 21% increase to his 
overtime budget. This is because he has had difficulty getting per diem personnel to fill off-hours shifts, so in order to maintain 
coverage he has had to pull full-timers in for these shifts.  He noted that he is already over FY 15 vehicle maintenance budget. 
This is due to the significant repair costs incurred for the truck scheduled for replacement.  He is looking to fund the vehicle 

011215  2 



maintenance account close to his current actuals to avoid this in FY 16. There was discussion on the timeframe to get the new 
apparatus delivered and operational and the status of the department’s final specifications for the new vehicle.  There was also 
discussion on the renovations that will be necessary to accommodate the new truck at the current station and the funding 
structure for both the vehicle and these renovations.  Heating has been decreasing due to the installation of energy efficient 
improvements; however, electricity seems to go up annually.  There was discussion on the improvements concerning the 
station’s heating/cooling infrastructure currently on the Capital Plan. It was noted that energy efficiencies are a component of 
the Spatial Needs Assessment Study.   

 
There was also discussion as to updates to the Capital Plan. TA Shaw advised that she, Member Gorman, FinCom Kail and 
BIACO Lindberg met at the end of last year on combining materials/information into one Capital Plan. She will follow up on 
this.  

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion about the process for responding to emails that Board members receive.  There is no formal procedure at 

this time. TA will work on drafting a memorandum to define a procedure going forward. In the meantime, receipt of emails 
coming through the Selectmen’s webpage link would be acknowledged by the Chair and those concerns taken under 
consideration. Concerns/comments received via email by individual Selectmen would be provided to the other Selectmen.   

ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.  
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JANUARY 12, 2015 

 

The necessary contact information is available on the Town’s website.  

 

 A reminder to our viewing audience - Selectmen Agenda packets are available from links on the Town’s 

website, from the calendar or the Selectmen’s webpage.  

 

 In observance of Martin Luther King Day Town Offices will be closed on Monday, January 19th.   

 

 The FY 2016 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the Town’s website (Home 

page, under “RESOURCES”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, Finance Committee, Library Trustee 

and A-B School Committee meetings at all times, but especially during the budget season.  Please check the 

web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is important.  

 

 Save the Dates…. 

 

 Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 11th. More details will be provided in 

the coming months.  

 

 On February 9th Bill Caulder will be attending the Board of Selectmen’s meeting to provide an update on the 

244 unit housing development located off of Cunningham Road, known as Jefferson at Beaver Brook.  

 

 Also on February 9th the Selectmen will be discussing potential improvements to the Grange Meeting 

Room. The Board is seeking the public’s input on the use of stage.  

 

 The annual street listing/census forms have been mailed to residents. Please review, correct as necessary, 

sign and return promptly to the Town Clerk. Voters not completing their census will be put on the inactive 

voter list. Dog owners please note that 2015 dog license applications have also been included in with this 

mailing and are due back to the Town Clerk by March 10th.  Please contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz 

if you have not received your census form or if you have any questions. 
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 Starting Wednesday, February 4th the Veterans’ Services Officer (VSO) Donald Morse, will hold office 

hours from 9am to 11 am on Wednesdays at the Town Hall upstairs in the Community Services Coordinator’s 

office off of the Grange Meeting Room. The Veterans’ Services Officer is also available to meet with you by 

appointment. Please contact Department Assistant, Denise Monteiro at 978-264-1726 to arrange.  

 

 Registration is now open for the Recreation Commission’s Winter Gym program. It will be held Saturday 

mornings at the Blanchard School Gym beginning January 17th through March 21st. For more information and 

to download the necessary registration form please go to Town’s website. The Registration deadline is 

January 14, 2015.   

 

 The Boxborough Recreation Commission is once again hosting Boxborough’s Annual Winterfest at Steele 

Farm on Sunday, January 25th from 1:00 PM- 4:00 PM. This year’s Winterfest will go forward Snow or No 

Snow so come and join your friends and neighbors for an afternoon of winter fun while taking in the beauty 

of Steele Farm. 

 

 3rd Quarter Real Estate Tax bills have been mailed out. Residents will notice the inclusion of the CPA 

Surcharge for the year under Special Assessments. This amount is included in “total tax and special 

assessments” on the upper right hand corner of your bill. The portion of the CPA surcharge payable on 

February 2nd is reflected in the “amount due February 2nd”.  Property owners were also provided “Taxpayer’s 

Informational Guide – 2015 Community Preservation Act.” Please go the Community Preservation 

Committee’s webpage for more information, or contact the Town Assessor, Ruth Anderson to discuss.  

 

 The Boxborough Fire Department has a new system for issuing permits for Opening Burning Season 

which runs from January 15th to May 1st. Seasonal permits will no longer be issued. Instead, on the day you 

would like to burn, residents should go to the Fire Department’s Burn Permit webpage. There it will be 

posted whether burning is allowed that day. If allowed, resident would then apply under Daily Permit 

Registration. The Department’s Open Burning Rules & Regulations are also posted. Alternatively, residents 

call the Fire Dept. at 978-264-1770 to activate a permit or for more information. 

 

 On Thursday, January 15th at 7:00 pm there will be a Deer Management Panel Discussion at the Carlisle 

Public School, located at 83 School Street in Carlisle. This panel will include representatives from the Mass. 

Dept. of Fisheries & Wildlife, Deer Management Agents, and Dover’s Board of Health. The results of the 

Middlesex Tick Task Force study and deer population management measures will be among the items 

discussed. If you are attending please use the school parking lot off of Church Street. 
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 Nashoba Associated Boards of Health, and the Boxborough Board of Health, will hold a Well Adult Clinic 

this Wednesday, January 14th from 11 am to 12 noon at the Community Center. It is free to residents and no 

appointment necessary.  Drop in for Blood Sugar, Blood Pressure, Pulse Screening and Diet Teaching. For 

more information, please contact Nashoba Associated Boards of Health at 1-800-427-9762 ext. 333. 

 

 Residents are advised that the winter parking ban is in effect until April 1st. On street parking is not allowed 

between the hours of 1:00 AM and 6:00 AM and at all hours whenever inclement weather is forecast. Also no 

overnight or weekend parking is allowed at any of the Town owned facilities, without permission. Unattended 

vehicles can obstruct the snow removal operations and may be subject to towing. Please go to the Town’s 

website or call DPW at 978-264-1790 for more information.  

 

 We invite you to explore the Town’s website www.boxborough-ma.gov. The new website has allowed us to 

expand our ability to provide information; one example is the Transportation options information available 

for those living or working in Boxborough, posted to a link on our Homepage under Resources. 

 

 The Town’s Community Services Coordinator, Lauren Abraham, serves as a resource to assist residents in 

connecting with financial, health, and emotional support services and to help them to navigate the sometimes 

complicated application process. She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience as a public health social 

worker. Please go the Community Services Coordinator’s webpage for more information.   

 

 The Boxborough Energy Committee is working on launching - the Boxborough Solar Initiative, a program 

designed to lower the costs of installing small-scale solar PV panels in our community.  They are looking to 

launch this Solar Initiative program in mid-2015. More Information is available on the Town’s website under 

News.  

 

 Please be sure that you have an FY 2015 sticker, so that you will be able to access the Transfer Station.  Also 

residents looking to disposal of bulk items at the Transfer Station need to purchase a voucher at Town Hall. 

Checks or exact amount in cash, please. Disposal fees range from $5.00 to $50.00 depending on the item. You 

might consider donating your items to the local not-for-profit organization, Household Goods Recycling of 

Massachusetts (HGRM) www.hgrm.org. They are happy to accept clean, functional items in good working 

condition. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information.  
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 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings: ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), Design Review 

Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (3), Recreation Commission (2), 

the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2), and the Conservation Commission has one vacancy for an 

unexpired term which runs until June 30, 2015.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find 

it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use 

your help in making Town government work.  
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 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 

 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on Winter Road Conditions/Parking, FY 15 Transfer Station Applications, and 

Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers please go to the DPW’s or Transfer Station’s webpage or contact the DPW at     

978-264-1790. 

 

 For more information on the Community Preservation Act surcharge please go to the Community 

Preservation Committee’s webpage or contact Town Assessor, Ruth Anderson directly by phone at 978-264-

1720, or by email: randerson @boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 To make an appointment with Veterans’ Services Officer (VSO) Donald Morse, outside of  his Wednesday 

morning office hours please contact Department Assistant, Denise Monteiro at 978-264-1726 or 

dmonteiro@boxborough-ma.gov  

 

 For more information Community Services please go to the Community Service Coordinator’s webpage or 

contact Lauren Abraham directly by phone at 978-264-1730, or by email: labraham@boxborough-ma.gov . 

 

 Please contact John Fallon, of the Boxborough Historical Society, at 978-264-0069 if you have questions 

about the Boxborough Museum, wish to know more about upcoming events or to arrange a private tour of the 

Boxborough’s Historic Town Center 
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