
 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes  
March 9, 2015 

Approved: April 6, 2015 
 

 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Susan Bak, Member; and Les Fox, Member 
 
ABSENT:  Jim Gorman  
 
ALSO PRESENT:    Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Finance Comm. Chair,  Dilip Subramanyam 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• At 6:30 PM Chair Amoroso moved to convene in executive session in the Town Administrator’s office to discuss strategy with 

respect to collective bargaining (all CBU’s) and to reconvene in open session at 7:30 PM in the Grange Meeting Room to 
continue the regular business on the agenda. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 3-0 by Roll Call: Bak, aye; Amoroso, 
aye; and Fox, aye [Stemple not present for vote]. The Chair noted that open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 
bargaining position of the Board.  

 
Chair Amoroso re-convened the meeting at 7:32 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of the Town Hall.   
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Chair Amoroso read the announcements. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
• DPW Director, Tom Garmon was present to discuss the Transfer Station - Stickers & Bulk Permit fees and Road Paving. Dir. 

Garmon proposed that the Town retain the existing fee schedules for both Transfer Station stickers and bulk permits for FY 16.  
Discussion was re-opened on bulk item disposal and whether or not the Town should continue to charge for these items.  Dir. 
Garmon was asked to compile information on town’s disposal/haul costs for the various bulk item categories and historic usage 
so the Selectmen could decide whether to eliminate these bulk disposal fees or maintain the status quo.  Discussion turned to the 
paving of Boxborough roads. He also advised that MassDOT has approved the Ch. 90 reclamation/paving project for Flagg Hill 
Rd., Pine Hill Rd. & Stonehenge Place. Dir. Garmon provided a proposed Paving Schedule and estimated costs.  He used the 
data from 2014 Reed Farm Road reclamation/paving project and determined that similar work would cost the Town 
approximately $300,000 per roadway mile. Currently Boxborough has just over $900,000 available in Ch. 90 project funds. 
There was discussion on the timeline for Ch. 90 projects and when additional Ch. 90 funds are distributed by the state. There 
was discussion on the other proposed projects once the Flagg Hill Road, etc… project is completed. Dir. Garmon spoke to the 
usable life of road surfaces – low traffic neighborhood road surfaces can last up to 30 years; high traffic roadways such as Hill 
Road and Liberty Square Road are expected to last just 10 years. Boxborough has approximately 34 miles of public roadways.  
Discussion turned to a proposed article to fund additional paving. Dir. Garmon had been  asked to develop a roadway 
maintenance/ paving schedule. Historically the practice has been to depend solely on Ch.90 funds to pave Boxborough roads As 
a result some roads are now in need of significant work but there are insufficient  Ch. 90 funds  available to address all of these 
repairs. Dir. Garmon is proposing an article to augment the Ch. 90 funds and  get a little ahead of these repairs.  This article 
would allow voters to determine if they would support expending Town funds for road repair going forward.  It was clarified 
that Mass. Ave. is maintained by the State and DPW has no control over its condition. It was suggested that the Town reach out 
to our legislators to address the existing Mass. Ave. road conditions.  
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• Energy Commission members, Francie Nolde and Richard Garrison were present to discuss the Boxborough Solar Initiative, 
and proposed RFP. There have been several meetings with Littleton Electric (LELD), which the Energy Comm., Chair Amoroso 
and TA Shaw have participated in. There was a review of  the background on LELD's initial launch of their net metering efforts 
and the terms of the new net metering/rebate proposal which they will be presenting at an upcoming LELD Board meeting. 
There was also a review of the intention of this Solar Initiative and the Town's involvement in it. There was discussion as to how 
these new numbers could possibly effect the upfront costs and/or the “payback” period.  These new details will need to be 
clearly explained to the public going forward.  The Selectmen's comments and proposed revisions to the proposed RFP were 
reviewed. Garrison commented that most of the concerns cited were not significant and the substantive items should be easily 
resolved. Town Counsel will be reviewing the final language. Garrison spoke to his proposed Solar Initiative implementation 
timeline. On a related matter there was discussion on a letter that the Energy Commission intends to submit to the Beacon 
newspaper, inviting residents to participate in this Solar Incentive. The proposed letter will be circulated to the Selectmen. It 
was noted that the Selectmen could support this and there was discussion as to how the letter should be signed.  

 
• Amrith Fernandes Prabhu, Volunteer/Events Manager and Alison Tully, Community Events Intern, from the Center for Hope 

Healing were present to discuss the Greater Lowell’s 10th Annual “Take Back the Night” event on April 16th, 2015. April is 
recognized as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. The Center for Hope Healing has been servicing Boxborough and the other 
surrounding communities for 10 years. They are inviting the Selectmen from all of these communities to speak at this year’s 
event. The Selectmen invited them to provide promotional materials which could be posted to the Town’s website. It was 
suggested that they also speak to Town Clerk Markiewicz since she is an A-B United Way board member. 

 
• No one asked to speak under the Citizens concerns. 

 
MINUTES  
• Member Fox moved to accept the minutes for the regular session of February 11, 2015, as revised. Seconded by Member Bak.  

Approved 4-0.   
 
• The Selectmen passed over approval of the executive session minutes of February 23, 2015 and March 3, 2015.  

 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Fox reported that the Master Plan Update Comm. is working on the Economic Development portion of the Plan.  
 

He reported that the he has been working with Planner Duchesneau and BHB Chair Murphy on the Stow Road RFP. It has been 
submitted to Town Counsel and TA Shaw intends on issuing the RFP once counsel has completed their review.  

 
He also reported that the he has been working with Planner Duchesneau and BHB Chair Murphy on the Housing Production 
Plan. The Housing Board should be reviewing the draft this week, which will then be submitted to Selectmen and once that is 
done it will be submitted to DHCD for final approval. 

 
Member Fox reported that he and TA Shaw have met with Littleton Cable and have started a conversation on the future of cable 
services here in town and how to finance these services going forward. The reconfiguration of tonight’s meeting set up is a first 
step.  

 
• Chair Amoroso reiterated that he had participated in the EnCom & LELD meeting that were already reported on earlier.  
 
• He also reported on his communications with other stakeholders in the Minuteman School District regarding  how their towns 

are handling the Minuteman Agreement Amendment article and if they are seeking withdrawal. He further noted that if the 
Amendment article fails to gain 100% approval action could still be taken on his Plan “B”.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 
• Discussion continued on the FY 16 Budget. Voting the budget should be completed by the March 23rd meeting.  It was 

determined that there should be a detailed discussion on the proposed staffing changes and the Technology budget. The 
Community Preservation Comm. (CPC) has voted to recommend several proposals [FY 16 Proposed Articles List_030615], 
however they passed over the Grange Stage reconfiguration. There was discussion on how to address the Grange Stage project 
going forward – present as regular capital article or defer and resubmit to the CPC.  The RecCom has pulled its CPA skate park 
renovation proposal for this year. The Selectmen noted that they appreciated all of the CPC’s hardwork in getting 
recommendations ready for this year’s Town Meeting.   

 
• Discussion continued on this year’s Annual/Special Town Meeting. The warrant will be re-opened to include several articles. 

There was further discussion on the Minuteman Amendment Article and the potential outcome in the other communities that 
030915  2 



also have it on their warrants. There was discussion on including an article to withdraw from the Minuteman District to our 
warrant, to keep our options open. Chair Amoroso moved to place on the warrant an article to withdraw from the Minuteman 
School District. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 4-0.  TA Shaw proposed several other articles for inclusion: CPC 
approved Steele Farm barn restoration project; DPW equipment; and Public Safety Building design review. The Selectmen 
approved most of these additions; however they qualified their inclusion of the Public Safety Building study article, pending 
them being provided more information on the proposal. Chair Amoroso moved to add the articles proposed by TA Shaw as 
presented in the FY 16 Proposed Articles List_030615. Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 4-0.    

 
NEW BUSINESS 
The Selectmen took up approval of the: 
• Mosquito Control’s Assessment for annual BTi larvacide drop - Further to the recommendation of the Board of Health, Chair 

Amoroso moved to support the Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project’s FY 16 budget request, which will result in an 
assessment to Boxborough of $28,848, and further to designate the Town Administrator to sign the declaration so indicating. 
Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 4-0.    

 
• Acceptance of Grant of Easement for the Liberty Square Road Fire Cistern - Pursuant to the authority granted to the Board of 

Selectmen by the vote under Article 38 of the May 12, 2014 Annual Town Meeting, Chair Amoroso moved to accept the Grant 
of Easement from JA Boxboro Realty, LLC for the purpose of installing a fire cistern and appurtenances on the westerly side of 
Liberty Square Road (211 Massachusetts Avenue). Seconded by Member Fox.  Approved 4-0.   

 
CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• Member Bak inquired about the status of the Selectmen’s performance appraisals of their respective department heads. There 

was discussion of the review process. The Selectmen intend on discussing the appraisals at their April 6th meeting.    
 
ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 PM. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MARCH 9, 2015 

 

The necessary contact information is available on the Town’s website.  

 

 2015 dog license applications due by Tuesday, March 10th.  If you have not already filed your 

applications, forms can still be obtained at Town Hall or downloaded from the town website. A license for a 

spayed or neutered dogs is $10; $15 otherwise and there is no license fee for residents over seventy. 

Applications and proof of rabies vaccination should be dropped off at the Town Clerk’s office at Town Hall.   

Contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz if you have any questions. Please note, that applications received 

after March 10th will be assessed a $50.00 fine.  

 

 In an effort to improve service to residents, the Selectmen would like to announce that on-line registration & 

payment for FY 16 Transfer Station Stickers and Bulk Permit Disposal Vouchers will soon be available on the 

Town’s website.  More details will be provided in the coming weeks.  

 

 Selectmen Agenda packets are available from links on the Town’s website, from the calendar or the 

Selectmen’s webpage.  

 The FY 2016 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the Town’s website (Home 

page, under “RESOURCES”). You are encouraged to attend Selectmen, Finance Committee, Library Trustee 

and A-B School Committee meetings at all times, but especially during the budget season.  Please check the 

web calendar for meeting dates. Your input is important.  

 

 Save the Date…. 

Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, May 11th.  Town Meeting information, 

including the FY 16 draft budget, is available on the Town’s website. This information will be updated 

periodically as we move closer to Town Meeting.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen will be holding a joint public hearing with the Personnel Board on Monday, March 

16th here in the Grange Meeting Room, Boxborough Town Hall, at 7:35 PM consider proposed amendments 

to the Personnel Plan and the Classification & Compensation Schedule. All are welcome to attend. Proposed 

amendments will be available for review on the Town’s website and on the bulletin board outside the Town 

Clerk’s Office. 
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 The Planning Board will be conducting a Public Hearing on Monday, March 23rd at 8:00 PM here at Town 

Hall, to consider proposed amendments to various sections of the Zoning Bylaws. All are welcome to 

attend. Proposed amendments will be available for review in the Town Clerk’s and Town Planner’s offices 

during normal business hours. Please contact Town Planner Adam Duchesneau if you have any questions. 

 

 Nomination papers are available for elected town offices at the Town Clerk’s office, Boxborough Town 

Hall, 29 Middle Road. The annual Town Election will be held May 18th. Offices that will be on this year’s 

ballot are:  

Moderator 

Two positions on the Board of Selectmen  

Two positions on the Planning Board  

Two positions on the Library Board of Trustees 

One position on the A-B Regional School Committee     

One position on the Board of Health.  

The last day to file completed papers is Monday, March 30th. Please contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz 

if you have any questions. 

 

 

 The Boxborough Grange #131 will hold its 129th Anniversary Meeting on March 13th at 7:30 pm. in the 

Grange Room of the Boxborough Town Hall. This meeting will feature various presentations including the 

annual Grange Community Service Award, which recognizes a deserving Boxborough citizen or group.   The 

public is invited and admission is free but please RSVP to 978-263-2241 if you plan to attend. 

 

 Applications for the Community Garden at Flerra Meadows for the 2015 growing season are now being 

accepted. Small and large plots are available for a $20 to $30 fee to residents. The garden will open mid-May. 

Applications and a copy of the Flerra Meadows Community Garden Rules & Regulations are available in the 

Planning Office in Town Hall, and from a link on the Agricultural Commission’s webpage. The completed 

application and plot fee must be submitted to Town Hall by Friday, May 1st. Please contact Town Planner 

Adam Duchesneau if you have any questions. 

 

 The Boxborough Energy Committee will be launching - their Boxborough Solar Initiative, with a Solar 

Forum on April 16, 2015. More Information is available on the Town’s website under News.  
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 Please be sure that you have an FY 2015 sticker, so that you will be able to access the Transfer Station.  Also 

residents looking to disposal of bulk items at the Transfer Station need to purchase a voucher at Town Hall. 

Checks or exact amount in cash, please. These fees range from $5.00 to $50.00 depending on the item. You 

might consider donating your items to the local not-for-profit organization, Household Goods (HGRM) 

www.hgrm.org. They are happy to accept clean, functional items in good working condition. Please refer to 

the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information.  

 

 The Town has provided information on our website to help residents in dealing with winter weather the 

Homepage under News & Announcements.  Residents are reminded that a winter parking ban is in effect 

until April 1st. Please help us so that the town roads can be traveled safely and cleared as quickly as possible 

during winter storms. You can also contact the DPW with any questions.  

 

 We invite you to explore the Town’s website www.boxborough-ma.gov.  Information such as the 

Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough, has been posted on our 

Homepage under Resources. You can also go to the Community Services Coordinator webpage learn more 

about how she is able to assist residents in identifying resources available from various support services and 

agencies and to help them to navigate the process.  

 

 The Veterans’ Services Officer (VSO) Donald Morse, is holding office Wednesday mornings at the Town 

Hall upstairs in the Community Services Coordinator’s office. He is also available to meet by appointment. 

Please contact Department Assistant, Denise Monteiro at 978-264-1726 to arrange.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 
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 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards and 

committees, many of which have openings: ZBA (1 alternate member), Housing Board (1), Design Review 

Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Comm. (3), Recreation Comm. (2), the Steele 

Farm Advisory Committee (2), and the Conservation Comm. has one vacancy for an unexpired term which 

runs until June 30, 2015.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile 

and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making 

Town government work.  

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.
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 Contact information is available on the town’s website:  http://www.boxborough-ma.gov  or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-264-1700 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at: selectmen@boxborough-ma.gov. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw at: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov 

 

 Board of Selectmen meetings are broadcast on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  

Residents can also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when a particular 

meeting is scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 For more information on Winter Road Conditions/Parking, FY 15 Transfer Station Applications, and 

Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers please go to the DPW’s or Transfer Station’s webpage or contact the DPW at     

978-264-1790. 

 

 For more information on the Community Preservation Act surcharge please go to the Community 

Preservation Committee’s webpage or contact Town Assessor, Ruth Anderson directly by phone at 978-264-

1720, or by email: randerson@boxborough-ma.gov . 

 

 To make an appointment with Veterans’ Services Officer (VSO) Donald Morse, outside of  his Wednesday 

morning office hours please contact Department Assistant, Denise Monteiro at 978-264-1726 or 

dmonteiro@boxborough-ma.gov  

 

 

 For more information Community Services please go to the Community Service Coordinator’s webpage or 

contact Lauren Abraham directly by phone at 978-264-1730, or by email: labraham@boxborough-ma.gov . 

 

 For more information on the proposed Amendments to the Town’s Zoning Bylaws or to on signing up for a 

gardening plot at the Community Garden at Flerra Meadows Contact Town Planner Adam Duchesneau at 

978-264-1723 or ADuchesneau@Boxborough-MA.gov  
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