
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes  
June 15, 2015 

APPROVED: June 29, 2015 
 

PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Les Fox, Member; and Jim Gorman, Member 
 
ABSENT:  Susan Bak 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Amoroso read the announcements 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
• The Selectmen took up the re-appointment of various board members terms effective July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018, unless 

otherwise noted.  
o Brian Morrison was present to discuss Agricultural Commission activities and his re-appointment. Morrison has enjoyed serving 

on the AgCom since he and his family took over is grandparents’ farm. Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Brian Morrison to 
the Agricultural Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Fox. 
Approved 4-0. 

o Les Fox and Channing Wagg spoke to their experience on the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust; that affordable housing is 
a monumental concern here in Mass. and that their desire to continue serving on the BAHT. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Les Fox to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust for a term of two years, from July 

1, 2015 through June 30, 2017. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 4-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Channing Wagg to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust for a term of two years, 

from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2017. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 
o Boxborough Housing Board Chair Al Murphy and member Joan Meyer were present for her re-appointment to the BHB. As a 

professional realtor she is an asset to the Board. Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Joan Meyer to the Boxborough Housing 
Board for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 

o The Selectmen took up Pamela Follett and Al Murphy’s re-appointment to the Boxborough Well-Being Committee. They 
provide essential input to the WBC on health and housing related concerns. There was also discussion regarding the recent on-
line posting of the A-BUW’s needs survey data.  
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Pamela Follett to the Boxborough Well-Being Committee for a term of two years, from 

July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2017. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint R. Allen Murphy to the Boxborough Well-Being Committee for a term of two years, 

from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2017. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 
 Though she was unable to attend Chair Amoroso also moved to re-appoint Cindy Worthington-Berry to the Boxborough 

Well-Being Committee for a term of two years, from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2017. Seconded by Member Gorman. 
Approved 4-0.  

o Rebecca Neville was present to discuss Cemetery Commission activities and her re-appointment. The Commission has identified 
a contractor who will be dealing with the North Cemetery’s crypt repairs and they may consult with him on the general 
repair/restoration of the site. They are working on creating a Capital Plan and are considering using CPA funds for this work. 
Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Rebecca Neville to the Cemetery Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 
through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 

o Council on Aging Chair Frank Powers and member Sonali Bhatia were present to request that Ms. Bhatia be re-appointed to the 
CoA. Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Sonali Bhatia to the Council on Aging for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 
through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 4-0. 



o  Historical Commission Chair Alan Rohwer and member Shirley Warren were present to discuss Historical Commission 
activities and their respective re-appointments. They presented the Selectmen with the new Town Hall historic marker/sign. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Alan Rohwer to the Historical Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 

through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Shirley Warren to the Historical Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 

2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 
o Personnel Board Chair Anne Canfield and member Pat Flanagan were present to discuss Personnel Bd activities and their 

respective re-appointments. They enjoy serving the Town’s wonderful employees and conducted a very productive employee 
outreach earlier this year.  
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Anne Canfield to the Personnel Board for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 

through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Pat Flanagan to the Personnel Board for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 

through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 
o Trena Minudri was present to discuss Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee activities and her re-appointment. She 

enjoys helping to maintain the Town’s important traditions. She was complimented on this year’s Memorial Day events. Chair 
Amoroso moved to re-appoint Trena Minudri to the Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee for a term of three years, 
from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 

o Steele Farm Advisory Committee Chair Bruce Hager and members Jeanne Steele Kangas and Edward Whitcomb were present 
to discuss SFAC activities and their respective re-appointments. They discussed visiting and working the farm when Burpee 
Steele owned the property. It was stated that more effort should be put into restoring the house.  
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Jeanne Steele Kangas to the Steele Farm Advisory Committee for a term of three 

years, from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 4-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Edward Whitcomb to the Steele Farm Advisory Committee for a term of three years, 

from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 
o Recreation Commission members Megan Connor, Hilary Greven, and Mitzi Garcia-Weil were present to discuss RecCom 

activities and their respective re-appointments. They are excited about the CPA funding opportunities for programming and 
facility improvements.  
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Megan Connor to the Recreation Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 

2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 4-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Hilary Greven to the Recreation Commission for a term of three years, from July 1, 

2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Mitzi Garcia-Weil to the Recreation Commission for a term of three years, from July 

1, 2015 through June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 
o Rita Gibes Grossman was present to discuss her re-appointment to the Community Preservation Committee. Though the CPC 

was just formed in January its appointments are to be staggered and this is the first term that requires renewal as part of that 
cycle. She was thanked for being the driving force that made the CPC a reality. Chair Amoroso moved to re-appoint Rita Gibes 
Grossman to the Community Preservation Committee for a term of three years, from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018. 
Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 

 
Simon Bunyard, Board of Registrars; Elizabeth West, Council on Aging; and Carla Bacharach, Public Celebrations & 
Ceremonies were not present tonight so their appointments will be re-scheduled to June 29th. 

 
• The Selectmen took up two athletic field permit waiver/reduction requests. Members of the Recreation Commission remained 

for these discussions.  
o Holly Kuovo, owner of Fitting Fitness In was present to request that the Selectmen approve a fee reduction arrangement for 

field use. She has been offering an early morning “bootcamp” to residents for the past several years. This is the same reduced 
fee arrangement, 10% of the program revenue, which was approved in years past. The full fee would be $600.00, which 
would make the cost of offering the program prohibitive.  She estimates she will have between 6-10 participants. Recreation 
Comm. supports this request. Member Fox moved to approve the request of Holly Kuovo, Fitting Fitness In, to use Fifer’s 
Field on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 5:30 – 6:30 AM for the period July 6 – August 12, 2015 for the purpose of 
providing a Women’s Boot Camp, and to approve a reduced fee equal to 10% of program revenues. Seconded by Member 
Gorman. Approved 4-0. 
 

o Christine Casebolt and Laura Ristaino of the Blanchard 6th grade Celebrations Committee were present to request a fee 
waiver. Due to certain scheduling difficulties their Committee will not be holding the traditional 6th Grade Celebrations at the 
Blanchard School. They are asking for the use of Flerra field for this event and that the field usage fee be waived. This 
situation seems to be an unfortunate casualty of regionalization. Recreation Comm. supports this request. Member Stemple 
moved to approve the request of the Blanchard Celebrations Committee to use Flerra Field for the purpose of holding the 
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annual end-of-year celebration for Blanchard’s 6th grade class on Monday, June 22, from 4 – 7 PM (rain date – Wednesday, 
June 24), and to waive the fee. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 

   
• The floor was opened for Citizens concerns. Jeanne Steele Kangas stated that there is a need for signage in our historic town 

center district, advertising that we have a historic town center that is on the National Historic Register.  The Selectmen noted 
that this area has not been registered/designated by the Town. She was asked to reach out to the Historical Commission chair 
about this.  

 
MINUTES  
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the Regular session, June 1, 2015, as revised. Seconded by Member Fox. 

Approved 4-0. 
 

• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the Executive session, June 1, 2015, as written. Seconded by Member Fox. 
Approved 4-0. 

 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Fox reported that he was re-appointed as MAGIC’s Vice-Chair at a recent meeting. MassDOT spoke at this meeting 

about their mass transportation improvement efforts. 
 

He also reported that he and BHB Chair Murphy attended a MassHousing Institute presentation on Housing RFPs. The material 
presented seemed in keeping with Boxborough’s current approach. 
Member Fox also reported that he had met with the Chiefs and Town Planner on Public Safety Communication upgrade project. 

 
• Chair Amoroso noted that, at their last meeting, he had opened a discussion on forming a vocational education study group and 

had asked Board members to provide the names of individuals capable of assisting in this process. Based on the input received 
he has reached out to some residents about serving on this study group.  

 
• Member Gorman reported on DPW activities. The paving project is nearing completion. The MassDOT winter recovery funds 

were primarily used to fill potholes in the area of Eldridge & Old Harvard Roads and are almost exhausted. The crypt repair 
estimate came in less than anticipated. This work will be contracted at the beginning of FY16. DPW is still awaiting a quote for 
the necessary Hager Well work; this project will not be started until FY 16. There should be little if any interruption of water 
service.  DPW is working on revising their paving priority list, as certain tasks must to be undertaken before some roadways can 
be paved. The additional $300,000 approved at Town Meeting will benefit those projects slated for next spring.  DPW is 
investigating the process to implement a multi-year roadwork contracting process.  

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Member Gorman provided an update on the proposed Middle Road Public Safety communication systems upgrades and 

formation of the related study group. Members of the public also were present for this discussion. He and Member Fox have 
participated in discussions with the communication systems consultants. Several options have been presented, which the Town 
will continue to evaluate. Though this is a work in progress, based on the current information the optimal solution that addresses 
both coverage concerns & and will keep costs manageable is still siting a pole behind museum.  There are other locations, which 
would allow the current aesthetic of the museum’s viewscape to remain unchanged but there are coverage issues and/or 
significant potential increases in costs involved with these alternative sites. What is preserving a “viewscape” worth in terms of 
public safety and cost. There will be a significant amount of information provided at the public meeting on June 24 and 
residents will have an opportunity to provide input. This will be an information sharing public event; no decisions will be made 
this meeting. It was noted that if the proposed project remains within its budget and within current town regulations that 
Selectmen will be making the final determination. However, if the Town goes forward with a more expensive option then this 
may have to go back to Town Meeting for additional funding.  As to the study group - names of interested parties are being 
gathered and the formation of this study group will be discussed at upcoming Selectmen’s meetings.   

 
• The Selectmen re-opened discussion on the proposed Banner policy and location. Town Planner Adam Duchesneau and 

Planning Board member Owen Neville were present along with others. The Town Planner and Building Inspector have worked 
together to research the concerns previously raised. Planner Duchesneau advised that he has reviewed Zoning Bylaws and 
determined that this form of signage falls under the Temporary Sign section and would be considered an allowable use.  There 
was discussion about the wording on this section of the bylaw; that the wording of this policy and bylaw language should be 
consistent.  Planning Bd member Neville advised that the Planning Bd. has not yet discussed this and he feels the Planning Bd. 
would like the opportunity to provide input.  He also voiced concern about the proposed location. Though it would be in the 
Town’s right-of-way this placement could potentially impede possible future development of the adjacent commercial property 
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and other location should be considered. It was noted that this site is currently a derelict building.  There were also concerns as 
to what would be the DPW’s man-hours cost involved in these new responsibilities. As there is no urgency regarding this matter 
this will be tabled until the July 20th Selectmen so further input could be provided.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up several Reserve Fund Transfer Requests: 
o Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $116.72 from the Reserve Fund 

to account #001-175-5711-0000 (Planning Board Travel) to cover outstanding travel costs for FY15. Seconded by Member 
Stemple. Approved 4-0. 

o It was noted that though the Chief is seeking a RFT for Police Overtime, there an offset coming in to the General Fund from 
the Insurance proceeds for the injured officer. Member Gorman Moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the 
request to transfer $57,034 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-210-5134-0000 (Police Overtime) . Seconded by Member 
Fox. Approved 4-0. 

o Member Fox Moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $105.00 from the Reserve Fund as 
follows: $60 to account #001-291-5341-0000 (Animal Control Telephone) and $45 to account #001-291-5799-0000 (Animal 
Control Other Expense). Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 

o Additional unanticipated testing for Landfill Monitoring was necessary.  Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance 
Committee for approval the request to transfer $2,550 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-511-5241-0000 (Landfill 
Monitoring) . Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 4-0. 

o Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $6,660 from the Reserve Fund 
to account #001-610-5241-0000 (Library Building/Grounds Maintenance Service) . Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 4-0. 

o Member Fox Moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $100 from the Reserve Fund to 
account #001-691-5241-0000 (Historical Comm Building/Grounds Maint). Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 

o Member Fox Moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,550 from the Reserve Fund to 
account #001-912-5173-0000 (Police & Fire Accident Insurance) .Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 4-0. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
• There was discussion on the resident’s complaint regarding the Animal Control Officer and Police Department’s mishandling of 

his dog bite complaint. Based on the information provided these employees acted appropriately. The secondary issue raised was 
that the complainant cannot speak to ACO directly but has to go through Dispatch. This is the appropriate process for the 
handling of these calls. 

• There was discussion on the Personnel Board’s report on their employee outreach efforts and their responses to the concerns 
raised. This is a positive step in dealing with employee morale.  

 
ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JUNE 15, 2015 

 

 Selectmen Agenda packets are available from links on the Town’s website, from the calendar or the 

Selectmen’s webpage.  

 

 Tonight kicks off the Board of Selectmen’s Annual appointment process for the fiscal year beginning July 1 

and will be meeting with citizens who have expressed an interest in serving the town.  These various 

committees provide the backbone to town government, which could not succeed without the valuable 

contributions of its citizens.  We applaud those who continue to dedicate their time to the operations of the 

town.   

 

We are aware of vacancies which will need to be filled on the following 

committees: ZBA (1) and (1) alternate member, Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council (3), Housing Board (1), 

Conservation Comm. (1) ,Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies 

Comm. (2), Recreation Comm. (1), and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2). Please consider 

participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. Remember Town Government 

Begins with You !!” 

 

 The Town introduced its new on-line application and payment service on June 1st for Transfer Station 

Stickers and Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers.  

• There was a glitch with 2nd sticker portion of the on-line application.   This has now been resolved. Please 

contact the DPW if you have applied for a 2nd sticker but have still not received it.  

• If you prefer, you can still apply by mail or in person, just download & print the FY 16 Transfer Station 

Application or Bulk Item Voucher Application from the Town’s website or picked up at Town Hall.    

• If you are over 65, your sticker and bulk voucher fees are waived, however you cannot use the Online 

Payment Center to process these applications.  You have to apply for your sticker or bulk voucher by mail 

or in person at Town Hall.  

• If you are looking to disposal of bulk items please consider donating your items to the local not-for-

profit organization, Household Goods (HGRM) www.hgrm.org They are happy to accept clean, 

functional items in good working condition. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW 

for more information.  
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 The Energy Committee recently combined forces with the Littleton Solar Group and the next phase of this the 

Solar Initiative project is “Meet the Installer” events which will be held at 7:00 PM on June 23rd at the 

Littleton Town Offices and at 7:00 PM on June 25th at the Blanchard School Gym. For more information 

please go to the Energy Committee’s webpage.  

 

 A public meeting to discuss the proposed Public Safety Communication System Upgrades at 575 Middle 

Road (the Boxborough Museum) and other locations in town will be held on Wednesday, June 24th at 7:00 

PM here at Town Hall in the Grange Meeting Room. The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss, answer 

questions, and receive feedback from the community regarding thus proposed project. All are welcome. In the 

meantime please feel free to contact Police Chief Warren Ryder; Fire Chief Randolph White and Town 

Planner Adam Duchesneau with any questions or concerns. 

 

The Boxborough Recreation Commission is accepting applications for Flerra Summer Playground.  The 

program runs from July 6th through July 31st.  Applications can be downloaded from the Recreation 

Commission webpage or picked up at the Town Hall and the Sargent Memorial Library. 

 

 Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project personnel will be in Boxborough to investigate 

complaints received from resident about mosquitoes the first four Tuesdays in June.  Please go the Board of 

Health webpage for more information. 

 

 The 2015 Boxborough Fifer’s Day celebration will be this Saturday, June 20th at Flerra Field. The day 

commences at 9:30 AM with the Fifer’s 4 Mile Road Race; followed by a parade forms 10:30 AM and steps 

off at 11:00 AM from the Blanchard School to Flerra Field directly followed by the presentation of the 

Golden Fife Award. The Fair will commence at noon and include food and barbecue, children’s games and 

activities, a volley ball tournament, booths representing Town organizations, and a local craft fair. There will 

be music throughout the afternoon.  For information go to www.fifersday.org.  

 

 Public Celebrations and Ceremonies Committee would like to invite everyone to march in the Fifer's Day 

Parade. Please join various Minutemen Companies; the Blanchard School Band, boy and girl scouts, police 

and fire vehicles. You can make a float, decorate a truck, drive an antique car, or just walk along. Children 

are invited to decorate their bikes and ride in the parade, (parents are responsible for their children.)  

Marchers should arrive at the Blanchard School parking lot by 10:30am for parade line up. For information 

on the Parade contact Trena Minudri (ab1712@yahoo.com) 
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 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back for its seventh season. The market is located on Pearl 

Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and will be open on Sundays from 10 AM to 1 

PM. 

 

 We invite you to explore the Town’s website www.boxborough-ma.gov.  Information such as the 

Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough has been posted on our 

Homepage under Resources. You can also go to the Community Services Coordinator webpage learn more 

about how she is able to assist residents in identifying resources available from various support services and 

agencies and to help them to navigate the process.  

 

 The Public Safety Space Needs Advisory Group (SNAG) has posted information on their findings on the 

Town’s website under News & Announcements. 

 

 The Veterans’ Services Officer Donald Morse, is holding office hours on Wednesday mornings at the Town 

Hall. For more information and to access links to Veterans Resources please go to the Veterans Services 

webpage. Contact Department Assistant, Denise Monteiro at 978-264-1726 to arrange for an appointment 

outside of his Wednesday morning office hours. 

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 

convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  

The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 
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