
 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
June 29, 2015 

APPROVED:  July 20, 2015 
 
PRESENT: Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Susan Bak, Clerk; Les Fox, Member; Jim Gorman, Member and    

Robert Stemple, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall. 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced 
date and are hereby incorporated by reference. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Amoroso read the announcements 
 
The Selectmen took Agenda Item 7a, out of order. 
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up the Retirement letter of Tax Collector Maripatt Shemowat, thanking her for her many years 

of service to the Town. There was a round of applause. Chair Amoroso moved to accept and place on file the letter 
of retirement, effective June 30, 2015, from Maripatt Shemowat, who has dutifully served the Town as Tax 
Collector for the past 30 years. Seconded by Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

APPOINTMENTS 
• Patrick McIntyre was present for his reappointment as Town Treasurer and so that he could be appointed to act in 

the capacity of Tax Collector. There was discussion regarding him taking on the additional responsibilities and the 
additional time that will be required during this transition. There was also discussion regarding the requisite 
compensation for these additional responsibilities. 
o Further to the recommendation of the Town Administrator, Member Bak moved to reappoint Patrick McIntyre 

to the position of Town Treasurer, and also to appoint Patrick to serve as Tax Collector, for a term effective July 
1, 2015, and ending on June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

o Further to the recommendation of the Personnel Board and the Town Administrator, Member Bak moved that 
Patrick McIntyre be placed on Step 3 of Grade 15 effective July 1, 2015. Seconded by Member Gorman. 
Approved 5-0. 

 
• Police Chief Warren Ryder, Police Lieutenant candidate Warren O’Brien, his family and friends and a contingent 

of Boxborough and other local officers were present. Chief Ryder spoke to O’Brien’s background, his professional 
credentials and his history with the Boxborough Police Department. This promotion is well-deserved, and there 
was a round of applause. Further to the recommendation of Police Chief Warren Ryder, Member Fox moved to 
appoint Warren O’Brien to the position of Police Lieutenant for a term commencing July 1, 2015, and ending on 
June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. Town Clerk Liz Markiewicz swore in Lieutenant 
O’Brien, and his wife and son pinned on his Lieutenant insignia. 

 
• Town Assessor Ruth Anderson was present to follow up on proposed street address changes. Fire Chief Randolph 

White and members of the public were also present. Assessor Anderson referred to the materials provided 
regarding this proposal, both her current memorandum and the materials previously presented to the Selectmen. It 
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is the assessor’s responsibility to identify issues, such as street numbers that are noncompliant with the Street 
Numbering Bylaw and to bring these issues to the Selectmen so they can then make a determination. Pursuant to 
the Selectmen’s instruction, she reached out to the affected property owners, inviting them to provide input 
regarding this proposal. She discussed the feedback that was received from four residents and said that her original 
proposal remains unchanged. These addresses should be brought into compliance for the reasons outlined in her 
initial memorandum. Chief White spoke to the public safety, 911 Response programming concerns and of a similar 
renumbering project that took place on Swanson Road several years ago. The Selectmen discussed the proposal 
and the feedback received. Several Pine Hill Road residents were present and also provided their input. The 
Assessor was instructed to send supplemental communication to the renters living in the condominiums located at 
73 Liberty Square Rd.; inviting them to also provide feedback concerning this proposed renumbering. The 
Assessor was asked to update to the Selectmen in the fall, so the Selectmen can determine how to proceed. 
Member Gorman moved to instruct the Assessor not to change the addresses for the four property owners that 
objected to this renumbering proposal. Seconded by Chair Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Selectmen took up the appointment and reappointment of various board members to three-year terms effective 

July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2018, unless otherwise noted: 
o Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council Co-Chair Sunanda Sahay and ABCC proposed appointee Sheila Hanrahan 

were present. Hanrahan spoke to her background, years in Town and previous volunteer efforts at the Blanchard 
School. Chair Amoroso moved to appoint Sheila Hanrahan to the Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council. 
Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

o Chair Amoroso also moved to reappoint Christian Habersaat as an alternate member to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for a one-year term, from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 
5-0. 

o Chair Amoroso also moved to reappoint Simon Bunyard to the Board of Registrars. Seconded by Member 
Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

o Ron Vogel spoke to his years in Town and his experience with various boards over the years, including the 
Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust and his reappointment to the BAHT. Chair Amoroso moved to reappoint 
Ron Vogel to the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust for a two-year term, from July 1, 2015, through June 30, 
2017. Seconded by Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

o John Rosamond was present regarding his reappointment to the Community Preservation Committee. Chair 
Amoroso moved to reappoint John Rosamond to the Community Preservation Committee. Seconded by Member 
Bak. Approved 5-0. 

o Though John Neyland was unable to attend, Chair Amoroso also moved to reappoint John Neyland to the 
Community Preservation Committee. Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

o Dennis Reip was present seeking reappointment to the Conservation Commission. He spoke to his services on 
the ConsCom and some of their recent activities. Chair Amoroso moved to reappoint Dennis Reip to the 
Conservation Commission. Seconded by Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

o Council on Aging Chair Frank Powers and members Frank Sibley and Liz West were present to discuss CoA 
activities and Sibley’s and West’s respective reappointments to the CoA. Sibley noted that he has served on the 
CoA since 2007, and West advised that she has served on practically every committee in her 40-plus years in 
Town. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to reappoint Frank Sibley to the Council on Aging. Seconded by Member Stemple. 

Approved 5-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to reappoint Elizabeth West to the Council on Aging. Seconded by Member Gorman. 

Approved 5-0. 
o Chair Amoroso moved to reappoint Robert Stemple to the Design Review Board. Seconded by Member Fox. 

Approved 5-0. 
o Energy Committee members Richard Garrison and Abigail Reip were present to discuss EnCom activities and 

their respective reappointments. They are pleased with the LittleBox Solar Initiative, through which 
approximately 45 residents attended the EnCom’s Meet the Installer event in Boxborough. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to reappoint Richard Garrison to the Energy Committee. Seconded by Member Stemple. 

Approved 5-0. 
 Chair Amoroso moved to reappoint Abigail Reip to the Energy Committee. Seconded by Member Bak. 

Approved 5-0. 
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 Though Larry Grossman was unable to attend, Chair Amoroso also moved to reappoint Larry Grossman to the 
Energy Committee. Seconded by Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

o Carla Bacharach was present to be considered for appointment to the Public Celebrations and Ceremonies 
Committee. She spoke to her background, years in Town and previous volunteer efforts at the Blanchard School, 
Emerson Hospital and the Discovery Museum. Chair Amoroso moved to appoint Carla Bacharach to the Public 
Celebrations and Ceremonies Committee. Seconded by Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

o There was discussion on appointing a representative to the MART Advisory Board. Current MART Rep. Frank 
Powers was present and stated that continuing as the MART Rep., he feels, is in conflict with his new Van driving 
responsibilities. The Selectmen will continue to consider this matter. 

• Laura Rakauskas, President, Acton-Boxborough Monday Night Quarterbacks, and Peter Rakauskas were present 
to discuss the A-B Monday Night Quarterbacks’ athletic field permit and fee waiver request. Ms. Rakauskas 
explained this volunteer booster organization’s efforts to raise funds and promote all football activities at A-B, 
also promoting the spirit of the A-B program. She described the program for which they are looking to use the 
Flerra Meadow athletic fields. Except for 2014, this program has been run at Flerra for several years with no 
issues. This is a school-sanctioned activity. As this is a no-fee activity, which is to benefit A-B youth, and as this is 
a volunteer/non-profit group, they are seeking a waiver of fees. The Recreation Commission has approved this use 
and their fee waiver request. There was discussion about how they should apply for this usage and fee waiver in 
the future. They were asked to apply annually. Chair Amoroso moved to waive the fee for the Acton-Boxborough 
Monday Night Quarterbacks to use the soccer field at Flerra for the purpose of holding high school football 
agilities from 5:00-8:00 p.m. on August 17 -21, 2015. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 

 
• There were no Citizens concerns. 

MINUTES  
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the Regular sessions of May 11, 2015, and May 12, 2015, as 

written and June 15, 2015, as revised. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Fox reported that he and TA Shaw had met with Littleton Cable to discuss the process to get some public 

meetings broadcast through on-demand services, archiving/retention procedures and the duration for which these 
recordings will remain available. This is a work in progress, but we are hoping to initiate before the fall. 

 
He also reported that he, TA Shaw and Chief Ryder met with Guardian regarding their support contract going 
forward. 

 
Member Fox reported that he had attended the Energy Committee’s Meet the Installer event at the Blanchard 
School. He estimates that about 50 people were in attendance. He was impressed with the Clean Energy personnel 
conducting the presentation. 

 
• Member Bak reported that the Community Preservation Committee is in the process of developing a one-page 

application form and brief outline of the application process. They are also working to develop a timeline and 
overall plan going forward. 

 
• Chair Amoroso reported on Minuteman School District items – The Board has been copied on various 

communications regarding Minuteman. Member Bak will be chairing a vocational education study committee. 
 
• Member Gorman reported that he and Member Fox had attended a recent SNAG meeting where the participants 

reviewed the feedback received at Town Meeting. The two departments will be reviewing their “needs” details to 
prioritize items. However, this is not as straightforward as you might think. Member Fox added that his take away 
from Town Meeting is that SNAG has to take a more grassroots approach. 

 
He also reported that he had attended the Public Safety Communications Project public meeting. A lot of 
information was made available at the meeting, and there was a good discussion. 
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Member Gorman reported that he and TA Shaw met regarding the Town’s trash hauling and tipping contracts. 
New three-year agreements have been successfully negotiated, with better terms for tipping than our previous 
contract. 

 
He also reported that there was a significant increase in traffic on Hill Road last week. It seems that Hill Road 
became a de facto detour during MassDoT’s ongoing work on I-495 and Route 2. As far as he knows, the Town 
was not notified that traffic was being rerouted. Does MassDoT have to notify communities when they take these 
actions? 

 
Member Gorman also commented that he would like to see all Committees’ charges on their respective webpages, 
along with any Bylaws that apply to specific boards. TA Shaw noted that these exist for the most part but will have 
the webpages reviewed. 

 
• Member Stemple advised that the Viszla Fun Day had to be cancelled due to rain and will be rescheduled. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• The Board reopened discussion on the creation of the Public Safety Communications Committee, the setting of its 

charge, the term of the committee and the possible appointment of members. Fire Chief Randolph White and 
members of the public were present for this discussion. [Town Planner Duchesneau was present for the latter part 
of this discussion.] Chair Amoroso provided background on the matter before the Board, a summary of the 
Board’s previous Public Safety Communication project discussions and the proposed modifications to the initial 
specifications that have been identified as necessary to maintain the “line of sight” requirements. This will be an 
advisory group which will review the original project proposal, public safety requirements, and subsequent 
revisions, along with the other concerns that have been brought forth, and will then report back to the Selectmen. 
The Selectmen reviewed the Committee’s proposed charge drafted by Member Gorman. The audience also 
provided their input on the proposed language. Minor changes were made. It was determined that this committee 
shall consist of no more than seven members; however, it was noted that the composition should be broad, with 
representation from the Hill/Middle Road neighborhood, those that reside in areas that currently experiencing 
coverage deficits and those that can provide technical expertise. Those that were interested in serving were invited 
to explain how their participation would be beneficial to this effort. The Selectmen asked Frank Hubley, Eric 
Wong, George Elanbaas, John Rosamund, Malcolm Reid, Maria Neyland and Jeanne Steele Kangas to serve on 
the Committee. The TA reported that Marie Cannon had also agreed to serve but was unable to be present for the 
BoS meeting. The Selectmen stressed that time is of the essence here and asked the committee to hold their first 
meeting as soon as possible. There was a brief discussion regarding the article amount and what has been 
expended to date. Chair Amoroso moved to approve the charge of the Public Safety Communications Committee 
as revised and to appoint Frank Hubley, Eric Wong, George Elanbaas, John Rosamund, Malcolm Reid, Maria 
Neyland and Jeanne Steele Kangas to serve on the Public Safety Communications Committee for a term of one 
year. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 

 
At the request of FinCom Chair Dilip Subramanyam, the Selectmen took Agenda Item7d (i-x), out of order. 
NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen took up several Reserve Fund Transfer Requests and Reserve Fund Transfers and Inter-

departmental transfer pursuant to MGL Ch. 44 §33B: 
o In keeping with best practices an audit of the Tax Collector’s “accounting system” was necessitated by Ms. 

Shemowat’s retirement. Member Stemple moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request 
to transfer $1,400  from the Reserve Fund to account #001-135-5301-0000 (Accountant Audit). Seconded by 
Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

o Member Fox moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $111 from the 
Reserve Fund to account #001-145-5711-0000 (Treasurer Travel). Seconded by Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

o Member Bak moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $1,596.15 from 
the Reserve Fund to account #001-146-5110-0000 (Collector Salary). This is to cover accrued vacation time for 
the retiring Tax Collector and a minor year-end shortfall in the salary line. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0. 
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o FY 15 Legal Expenses were higher than anticipated. Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance 
Committee for approval the request to transfer $8,000 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-151-5311-0000 
(Legal Services). Seconded by Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

o There was discussion regarding the Technology budget, the consultant’s billing practices, the lack of timely 
incremental billing for multi-phased projects and the need for departments to advise the TA on work orders so 
that invoiced services would not come as a surprise. The TA expects the process to be smoother going forward 
in FY 16. Member Gorman moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer 
$14,752.07 from the Reserve Fund to account #001-156-5306-0000 (Technology Consulting). Seconded by 
Member Bak. Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Board took up Inter-departmental transfers. This fiscal practice was enabled by the State’s municipal reform 

act around 2010. This type of transfer can occur only in the last two months of the fiscal year. 
o Pursuant to MGL Ch. 44 §33B, Member Stemple moved to transfer $1,000 from 001-192-5115-000, Town Hall 

Clerical Salary, to 001-192-5241-0000, Town Hall Building/Grounds Maintenance Service. Seconded by 
Member Gorman. Approved 5-0. 

o Pursuant to MGL Ch. 44 §33B, Member Fox moved to transfer $325 from 001-241-5112-0000, Building 
Inspector Salary, to 001-241-5599-0000, Building Inspector Office Supplies. Seconded by Member Bak. 
Approved 5-0. 

o Pursuant to MGL Ch. 44 §33B, Member Bak moved to transfer $11,949 from 001-220-5116-0000, Fire Salary - 
Per Diem FF, to 001-215-5134-0000, Dispatch Overtime Full-time. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 

o Chair Amoroso moved to rescind the vote taken on June 1, 2015 to forward a reserve fund transfer request to the 
Finance Committee to cover a deficit in Snow and Ice Vehicle Maintenance Supply. Seconded by Member Fox. 
Approved 5-0. 

o Pursuant to MGL Ch. 44 §33B, Chair Amoroso moved to transfer $12,055 from 001-422-5114-0000, DPW 
Salary, to 001-423-5442-0000, Snow and Ice Vehicle Maintenance Supply. Seconded by Member Gorman. 
Approved 5-0. 

o Pursuant to MGL Ch. 44 §33B, Member Gorman moved to transfer $1,075 from 001-630-5126-0000, Rec 
Comm Part-time Salary, to 001-630-5241-0000, Rec Comm Contracted Services. Seconded by Member Bak. 
Approved 5-0. 

OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 
• Member Fox opened discussion on extending the term of the Intermunicipal Agreement for Regional Housing 

Consultant Services. Town Planner Adam Duchesneau was present for this discussion. Tonight’s action is to 
follow up on previous discussions regarding the status of this IMA when the Selectmen were advised to expect the 
current request. These services were extremely helpful in updating the Town’s Housing Production Plan, and there 
are other initiatives that may be available to the Town through this program. This expense is being funded through 
the Affordable Housing Trust. There was one minor correction identified – the contact person needs to be changed 
to the current Town Planner, Adam Duchesneau. Further to the recommendation of the Housing Board, Member 
Fox moved to renew the Intermunicipal Agreement by and between the Towns of Hudson, Littleton, Boxborough, 
Stow and Bolton for the purpose of sharing the services and costs of a common Regional Housing Consultant for a 
third one-year term, commencing on January 1, 2016, and expiring on December 31, 2016. Seconded by Member 
Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen reviewed the input received from Town Counsel concerning the performance evaluation process. 

Current law governing these matters severely hinders us. It is not helpful or practical when dealing with the 
realities of the process. There was discussion as to how to manage the current performance evaluations and how to 
administer this process going forward. It was determined that more direction is needed from Town Counsel on this. 

 
• TA Shaw reported on the status of the Selectmen’s goals. She commented on the status of the Grange Meeting 

Room improvements and noted that residents at Town Meeting had voiced their desire that the improvements not 
be done in a piecemeal fashion. The Inspector of Buildings has been working on a comprehensive plan for the 
room. It was also noted that the status of the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) certification should be 
reviewed. The goals will be reviewed again in the next few months. 
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• The Selectmen took up the Employee Reappointments. Chair Amoroso moved to appoint the following for a term 

commencing July 1, 2015, and ending on June 30, 2016: 
 

Employee Title/Position 
Donald Morse Animal Control Officer–Other 
Donald Morse Cemetery Superintendent 

Phyllis Tower Animal Control Officer– 
Dogs & Cats 

David Birt Election Warden 
Owen Neville Election Warden 
Phyllis Tower Field Driver 
Patrick McIntyre Tax Collector 
Jennifer B. 
Barrett Town Accountant 

Ruth T. Anderson Town Assessor 
Adam 
Duchesneau Town Planner 

Patrick McIntyre Town Treasurer 
David G. 
Lindberg 

Inspector of Buildings/ 
Code Administration Officer 

Craig Martin Call Inspector of Buildings/ 
Code Administration Officer 

Charles Weeks Inspector of Wires 
William C. 
Morehouse Assistant Inspector of Wires 

Gary Corey Inspector of Gas & Plumbing 

 
Employee Title/Position 

Norman Card, Jr. Assistant Inspector of 
Gas & Plumbing 

Kopelman & Paige. PC Town Counsel 
Robert Bielecki Patrol Officer 
Patrick S. Colburn Patrol Officer 
Philip M. Gath Patrol Officer 
Jeffrey C. Landgren Patrol Officer 
Robert R. Romilly, Jr. Patrol Officer 
Nicholas A. DiMauro Sergeant 
Brett A. Pelley Sergeant 
Gordon N. Clark Special Police Officer 
Robert DaCosta Special Police Officer 
Steven P. Duffy Special Police Officer 
Frank Gordon Special Police Officer 
Peter Kinnas Special Police Officer 
Patrick E. Mortimer Special Police Officer 
Katelyn Pfeifer Special Special Police Officer 
Phyllis Tower Lock-up Attendant 
Richard Tower Lock-up Attendant 
Amy Waxman Lock-up Attendant 
 

 
 Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 
 
• Member Fox opened discussion on the Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA) with the Town of Littleton for the 

provision of Animal Control Officer Services. The Town entered into an IMA with Littleton for Animal Control 
Officer Services last year. The agreement being presented is, for the most part, an extension of the previously 
agreed-to terms, with changes to some of the compensation terms, increasing some amounts, specifically as to 
those for after-hours services. Member Fox moved that the Board of Selectmen vote, pursuant to MGL C.40,§4A, 
to authorize execution of an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Town of Littleton for the provision by 
Boxborough of animal control officer services for Littleton at a base cost of $17,000, for a term commencing July 
1, 2015 and running through June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Fox moved to submit a joint application with the Towns of Acton, Littleton, Maynard and Westford for a 

Community Compact with the Baker/Polito Administration for the CrossTown Connect Transportation 
Management Association as a “best practice” for transportation. Seconded by Member Gorman. Member Fox 
opened the discussion by noting this statewide initiative may provide the town with the opportunity to share 
resources and receive some form of technical assistance. The TA commented that no funding or specific resource 
commitments have yet been identified by the state. The Chair raised concerns about entering into an agreement 
with the “Administration” versus one with the Commonwealth. The Selectmen requested additional information 
and would like to see sample language of a compact document. 
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• Discussion was opened on amending our Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the A-B Regional School 
District, specifically regarding DPW services provided to the Blanchard School. TA Shaw explained that A-B 
Region personnel contacted DPW and requested their assistance to push back snow at the Blanchard parking lot 
this past winter. The requested services were provided; however, it came to light that requesting the DPW to 
perform these tasks as well as the associated compensation had not been addressed in the MoU which was 
executed last year. The TA asked Town Counsel to prepare revisions to the MoU to address these circumstances. 
DPW Director Garmon and ABRSD Facilities Manager Head reviewed the covered tasks and agreed on the terms. 
However, the A-B Regional School Committee has not had an opportunity to provide their input on the revised 
MoU. The Selectmen will defer any action until ABRSC has provided their input. 

 
• The Selectmen reviewed their Liaison assignment for FY 16. Except for the reassignment of Clerk responsibilities 

to Member Bak, these assignments are unchanged; references to those boards that are no longer active were 
deleted from the list. 

CORRESPONDENCE  
• The various communications regarding the Minuteman School District will be discussed at a later date. 

CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
• There was discussion regarding the Town’s paving project schedule and the status of the current paving project. 

The DPW will be asked to prepare an updated schedule for posting. 
• Member Bak asked that the Board provide her with input regarding the formation of the vocational education 

study group so a charge can be developed. TA Shaw will compile any input. 
 

ADJOURN 
• The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
JUNE 29, 2015 

More Information on these Announcements can be found on the Town’s website www.boxborough-ma.gov .  
 
 A good time was had by all at this year’s Fifer’s Day. Thanks to the Minutemen and Public Celebration 

Committee for all their hard work in making this day possible. Congratulations to George Krusen this year’s 
Golden Fife recipient and Ernie Fournier for being chosen as Parade Marshall.   

 
 Residents are advised that the Transfer Station will be closed this Saturday,  

July 4th. 
 

 Selectmen Agenda packets are available from links on the Town’s website, from the calendar or the 
Selectmen’s webpage.  

 
 Residents are reminded that all Town email addresses were updated back in 2014. Town employees can 

be contacted using the person’s first initial and last name:  initiallastname@boxborough-ma.gov.  as an 
example the Town Administrator’s address is: sshaw@boxborough-ma.gov. Emails sent to staff members 
using their old email addresses are no longer being forwarded. 
 

 Tonight is the 2nd night of the Board of Selectmen’s Annual appointment process for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1 and we will be meeting with citizens who have expressed an interest in serving the town.  
These various committees provide the backbone to town government, which could not succeed without the 
valuable contributions of its citizens.  We applaud those who continue to dedicate their time to the operations 
of the town.   
 
We are aware of vacancies which will need to be filled on the following 
committees: ZBA (1) and (1) alternate member, Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council (3), Housing Board (1), 
Conservation Comm. (1) ,Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies 
Comm. (2), Recreation Comm. (1), and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2). Please consider 
participating.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. Remember Town Government 
Begins with You !!” 

 
 The Town introduced its new on-line application and payment service on June 1st for Transfer Station 

Stickers and Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers.  
• There was a glitch with 2nd sticker portion of the on-line application.   This has now been resolved. Please 

contact the DPW if you have applied for a 2nd sticker but have still not received it.  
• If you prefer, you can still apply by mail or in person, just download & print the FY 16 Transfer Station 

Application or Bulk Item Voucher Application from the Town’s website or picked up at Town Hall.    
• If you are over 65, your sticker and bulk voucher fees are waived, however you cannot use the Online 

Payment Center to process these applications.  You have to apply for your sticker or bulk voucher by mail 
or in person at Town Hall.  

• If you are looking to disposal of bulk items please consider donating your items to the local not-for-
profit organization, Household Goods (HGRM) www.hgrm.org They are happy to accept clean, 
functional items in good working condition. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW 
for more information.  

 
 The Boxborough Recreation Commission is accepting applications for Flerra Summer Playground.  The 

program runs from July 6th through July 31st.  Applications can be downloaded from the Recreation 
Commission webpage or picked up at the Town Hall and the Sargent Memorial Library. 
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 Drivers are asked to use extra caution during the summer months especially in July. As noted the Summer 

Playground Program begins at Flerra Meadow next Monday, July 6th and will run through Friday, July 31st.  
Drop off begins around 8:00 a.m. with pick up after 12:30 p.m.  Many children will be riding their bikes to 
camp and around town in general during the summer so you are asked to drive with care.  

 
 The Acton-Boxborough Farmers’ Market is back for its seventh season. The market is located on Pearl 

Street just off of Mass Ave./Route 111 in West Acton Village and will be open on Sundays from 10 AM to 1 
PM. 
 

 Come join your friends and neighbors at Boxborough’s Harvest Fair on Saturday, September 12th 
from 11:00 to 4:00 here at the Boxborough Town Hall and UCC Church.  Start preparing your entry for 
the fair.  More information will be provided in the coming months. 

 
 Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project personnel intend on being in Boxborough to 

investigate complaints received from resident about mosquitoes on July 8th, 14th, 21st and 28th.  Please go 
the Board of Health webpage for more information. 

 
 Come see Boxborough’s Treasures at the Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road from 2:00 pm to 4:00 

pm on Sunday, July 12th and August 9th.  Admission is free and all are welcome.  Members of the 
Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand to discuss the Treasures and the other exhibits.  Contact John 
Fallon for more information or to arrange for a private tour. 
 

 We invite you to explore the Town’s website www.boxborough-ma.gov.  Information such as the 
Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough has been posted on our 
Homepage under Resources. You can also go to the Community Services Coordinator webpage learn more 
about how she is able to assist residents in identifying resources available from various support services and 
agencies and to help them to navigate the process.  
 

 The Public Safety Space Needs Advisory Group (SNAG) has posted information on their findings on the 
Town’s website under News & Announcements. 
 

 The Veterans’ Services Officer Donald Morse, is holding office hours on Wednesday mornings at the Town 
Hall. For more information and to access links to Veterans Resources please go to the Veterans Services 
webpage. Contact Department Assistant, Denise Monteiro at 978-264-1726 to arrange for an appointment 
outside of his Wednesday morning office hours. 

 
 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call, or stop in to chat.  If you are 
unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a mutually 
convenient time outside of normal hours. 
 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of concern.  
The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 
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ADMINISTRATION  

Memo 
 
 
To: Board of Selectmen 
From:  Selina Shaw, Town Administrator 
Re: Appointment of Tax Collector 
Cc: Patrick McIntyre; Finance Committee 
Date: June 29, 2015 
  
 
As you know, Mary P. Shemowat, who has well served the Town as Tax Collector for the past thirty years, 
recently informed me that she would be retiring effective the close of business on June 30. For your consideration 
on tonight’s agenda is the re-appointment of Patrick McIntyre as Town Treasurer, also acting in the capacity of 
Tax Collector for a term effective July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016.  Patrick is a Certified Massachusetts 
Municipal Treasurer and had capably served as Treasurer in the town of Clinton for nine years when he took over 
the reins from Margaret Dennehy in Boxborough last year.  He has been an enthusiastic and valued member of the 
finance team and town hall staff. When I interviewed Patrick for the position of Town Treasurer over a year ago, I 
informed him that our Tax Collector would likely be retiring in the next few years, at which point the town might 
seek to combine the two positions. Patrick has been preparing for that eventuality by attending the Collector’s 
certification training and has completed the first of three years, with the second, upcoming in the fall. I am 
confident that the town will be well-served by Patrick performing the roles of both Treasurer and Collector. 
 
In addition to his duties as Treasurer, which involve payroll, cash management, including the investment, 
disbursement and borrowing of cash, he will take on the duties of the Collector which entail printing of bills, 
preparing mailings, posting payments into the computer system, preparing municipal lien certificates and issuing 
demand notices when a bill becomes past due.  He will have the support of existing administrative staff in town 
hall and we will examine the need for additional assistance and provide further support as necessary.   
 
I met with the Personnel Board on Friday, and sought and received their unanimous support to bring forward to 
you a recommendation to place Patrick on Step 3 of Grade 15, effective July 1.  Patrick is currently slated to move 
to Step 2; I believe that his willingness to jump in to take on the additional responsibilities of Tax Collector merit 
movement to the next step, which will result in an additional $1,672 of compensation. Funding is in place through 
the Tax Collector’s budget to meet this additional cost.  I would propose that any additional support, should it be 
necessary, be funded through the same source. 
 
I expect to seek the Selectmen’s support as well as that of the Finance Committee, to place an article on the next 
town meeting warrant for the combined position of Treasurer-Collector, but that will be the subject of a later 
discussion. 
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
May 11, 2015 

Approved:     
 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Susan Bak, Member; Les Fox, Member and Jim Gorman, 

Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Selina Shaw, Town Administrator; Attorney Jonathan Eichman, Kopelman and Paige (Town Counsel) 
 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Amoroso convened the meeting at 6:00 P.M. in the Administrative Conference Room at the Blanchard Memorial School.   
 
 
MINUTES  
• Selectman Fox moved to accept the minutes of the regular session of April 6, 2015, as revised. Seconded by Selectman 

Gorman.  Approved 5-0.  Selectman Fox moved to accept the minutes of the executive session of April 27, 2015, as written. 
Seconded by Selectman Gorman.  Approved 5-0.  Selectman Stemple moved to accept the minutes of the executive session 
of May 4, 2015, as written. Seconded by Selectman Gorman.  Approved 5-0. 

 
 

The Board took New Business out of order. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
• Reserve Fund Transfer Request- Electrical Inspector Part-time Salary 
 Selectman Stemple moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $270 from the Reserve 

Fund to account #001-245-5124-0000 (Electrical Inspector Part-time Salary) to provide funding to pay for services of Bill 
Morehouse, Assistant Electrical Inspector.  Seconded by Selectman Bak.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• Appointment of Tax Collector 
 Further to the request of the Town Administrator, Chair Amoroso moved to appoint Mary P. Shemowat as the Boxborough 

Tax Collector for a term commencing May 19, 2015 and ending on June 30, 2016.  Seconded by Selectman Gorman.  
Selectman Bak suggested that the Board consider only an initial appointment until June 30 of the current year and then 
reappoint as part of the annual “appoint-a-thon”.  With less than six weeks left in the fiscal year, the Board opted to move 
forward with an appointment through 2016.  Approved 5-0. 

 

• Ratification and Execution of Memoranda of Agreements between the Town and each of the collective bargaining units 
Selectman Fox moved to ratify and execute the “Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of Boxborough and 
Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200 for Successor Collective Bargaining Agreement”, dated 5/5/15, for the period 
of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018.  Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5 – 0.   

Selectman Stemple moved to ratify and execute the “Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of Boxborough and 
Massachusetts Coalition of Police, Local 200A, Dispatch for Successor Collective Bargaining Agreement”, dated 5/5/15, for 
the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018.  Approved 5 – 0.    
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Selectman Gorman moved to ratify and execute the “Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of Boxborough and 
Boxborough Professional Firefighters, Local 4601 for Successor Collective Bargaining Agreement”, dated 5/5/15, for the 
period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018.  Approved 5 – 0. 

  
 
OLD BUSINESS  
• Special/Annual Town Meeting 
 Article 21A - Public Safety Building Programmatic Review and Schematic Design.  Chair Amoroso related discussions he 

had with some members of the Finance Committee. FinCom supports moving forward to better define the town’s 
requirements for the public safety facility; however, they do not believe that town should rush into schematic design.  
FinCom is planning to provide an amendment on town meeting floor for a lesser appropriation, as well as a decreased scope.  
The Moderator would like the Board and FinCom to come to a mutual understanding on the process for presenting the article. 
The Selectmen discussed how the article would be approached at Town Meeting.  The BoS will move the article and provide 
a presentation, FinCom will provide recommendation, FinCom will amend, town meeting will vote on amendment and then 
possibly back to main motion. Discussion moved on to how best to proceed with the project.  General agreement that nothing 
would be gained by delaying.   Selectman Gorman suggested that the consultant should be directed to provide options for the 
upper and lower cost bounds that the Board thinks the town would support. Chair Amoroso said that the minimum needs for 
public safety and state requirements should be examined, and the associated costs should be provided.  Then an array of 
options and associated costs should be presented and reviewed.  Selectman Bak sought to understand why the second study 
was more expensive than the first, and what the town would be getting this time around that has not already been provided.  
Selectman Gorman explained that the cost estimates provided in stage one were based on general square footage estimates.  
A professional construction cost estimator would be utilized in the second stage; more options would be reviewed; architect 
would provide engineered design drawings.  The BoS generally agreed to move forward as planned since there was no 
apparent rational basis to decrease the request as presented in the warrant. 

  
 
ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM. 
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
May 12, 2015 

Approved:     
 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Robert Stemple, Clerk; Susan Bak, Member; Les Fox, Member and Jim Gorman, 

Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Selina Shaw, Town Administrator 
 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Amoroso convened the meeting at 6:00 P.M. in the Administrative Conference Room at the Blanchard Memorial School.   
 
 
MINUTES  
• The minutes of the May 11, 2015 regular session will be brought forward at a future date. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
• Special/Annual Town Meeting 
 The Board continued discussion regarding Article 21 A, “Public Safety Building Programmatic Review and Schematic 

Design”.  It is expected that the Finance Committee will move to amend the article to request a lesser appropriation ($30,000 
instead of $69,500); additionally they will move to change the scope of the article to establish prioritized requirements, rough 
cost frameworks for identified requirements and options, and generation of recommended alternatives that can be presented 
to a subsequent Town Meeting for consideration and selection for more detailed architectural investigation.  As discussed on 
the previous evening, the Board believes that the prudent means forward is to proceed as described in the warrant.  Chair 
Amoroso, possibly accompanied by some other selectmen, will meet with the Moderator and Finance Committee upon 
conclusion of this meeting to discuss the process for presenting the motion on the article as written and the FinCom’s 
amendment.  

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
• There was no discussion on the correspondence. 
 
 
ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 PM.   
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Public Safety Communications Committee 

29 June 2015 

The Boxborough Public Safety Communications Committee (the Committee) will be an ad hoc 
committee, appointed by the Board of Selectmen, and serving for the period July 1, 2015 to June 30, 
2016.  The purpose of the committee is to gather and review data concerning the feasible options for 
bringing the Boxborough public safety communications network to a satisfactory standard of operations, 
from its present unsatisfactory state.  The committee will consider the technical, financial, social, 
conservation and operational responsiveness attributes of various solution options that may be 
presented by the Police and Fire Chiefs, consultants or contractors employed by the Town, or other 
parties having suitable standing.  The committee will call and post meetings, subject to the Open 
Meeting Law, to hear presentations by and receive relevant information from, the Police and Fire Chiefs, 
consultants or contractors, Boxborough citizens, and appropriate Board and Committee members or 
Town employees.  The committee will review the data thus obtained, and formulate recommendations 
for the most attractive public safety communications options, to be presented to the Board of 
Selectmen.  The committee may request the presence of the Police and Fire Chiefs, consultants, 
contractors or other parties having suitable standing in this matter, at their meetings, subject to 
reasonably notification periods and scheduling parameters. 

The  Committee will be formed of five (5) Boxborough citizens, appointed by the Board of Selectmen for 
the aforementioned term (July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016), and representing a range of interests from the 
technical to social and conservation, to operational performance.  At its first meeting the Committee will 
elect a chairman and determine if and how many non-voting, ex officio, members it might include.  One 
member of the Board of Selectmen and one of the Police or Fire Chiefs will be designated as Town 
liaisons to the Committee, and will be copied on any and all communications produced by the 
Committee.  The Committee will provide recommendations (by majority vote) to the Board of Selectmen 
regarding the design and implementation option for public safety communications improvements that it 
deems in the Town’s best interests.  In the event that additional funding is required to implement the 
Committee’s selected upgrade option, the Committee will be responsible for making written 
recommendation and oral presentation to a Boxborough Town Meeting, justifying the need for any 
additional funds.  Such recommendation will be made at least one month in advance of the May 2016 
Annual Town Meeting or any Special Town Meeting that might be called for an earlier date.  For public 
safety communication system options not requiring additional funding, the Committee will make their 
recommendations at the earliest possible date. 
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