
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
February 22, 2016 

APPROVED: March 14, 2016 
 
PRESENT: Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Susan Bak, Clerk; Les Fox, Member; Jim Gorman, Member and Robert Stemple 

Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 

Chair Amoroso called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. in the Boxborough Community Center. 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date and are 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Amoroso read the announcements.  

APPOINTMENTS 
• Council on Aging (CoA) Chair Frank Powers was present to discuss two candidates for appointment to the CoA, Barbara Birt 

and Carolyn (Taryn) Light. CoA member Frank Sibley was also present. CoA Chair Powers advised that both of the candidates 
have attended several CoA meetings and he has worked with them on various Senior Tax Workoff projects. They are a welcome 
addition to their Board.  
o Further to the recommendation of the CoA, Member Fox moved to appoint Barbara Birt to complete the unexpired term of 

Susan Page for a term commencing immediately and ending on June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0. 
o Further to the recommendation of the CoA, Member Fox moved to appoint Carolyn (Taryn) Light to complete the unexpired 

term of Lauraine Harding for a term commencing immediately and ending on June 30, 2016 Seconded by Member Stemple.  
Approved 5-0. 

 
• Inspector of Buildings (BICAO), Gerry Noel was present to brief the Board on options for replacing the front steps and 

walkway of Town Hall. Community Preservation Comm. Chair Owen Neville was also present for this discussion. BICAO Noel 
advised that he is seeking direction from the Selectmen as this moves forward and for them to determine if a Town Meeting 
warrant article is necessary. He spoke to the spreadsheet and photo samples of paving material options provided. There was 
discussion regarding the appearance, durability, cost and upkeep of some of the materials he is recommending. Also, there is a 
concern about the traction on these surfaces when they are wet. There was discussion on the available options & their respective 
components, including paving materials; railings and landscaping as profiled in the spreadsheet along with revised cost 
estimates, funds currently set aside and potential supplemental funding sources. CPC Chair Neville spoke to the CPA funding 
authorized at last year’s Town Meeting and the potential additional funding that may be available through the CPC. There was 
discussion as a potential supplemental funding article.  

 
• BICAO Noel also provided an update on the Town Hall chairlift project.   
 
Board took item #7c, out of order 
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up several Reserve Fund Transfer Requests:  
o Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $495 from the Reserve Fund 

to account #001-122-5730-0000, Selectmen Dues/Membership. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 
o Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $2,000 from the Reserve 

Fund to account #001-292-5711-0000, ACO – Dog & Cat Travel. Seconded by Member Fox. Approved 5-0. 
o Chair Amoroso moved to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $2,903 from the Reserve 

Fund to account #001-691-5241-0000, Hist Commission – Bldg/Grounds Maintenance. Seconded by Member Gorman.  
Approved 5-0. 

 



APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
• Police Chief Warren Ryder came before the Selectmen to present Robert A. Arakelian as a candidate for appointment to the 

position of Full-time probationary Police Officer. Members of the police department and others were also present. Chief Ryder 
spoke to the process undertaken to fill this position and to eventually identify Arakelian as a candidate. Arakelian reviewed his 
professional & personal background, including his experience at the UMass Worcester medical complexes and campus and 
running his own business. Chief Ryder noted that one of the major benchmarks they utilized is a candidate’s ability to fit into the 
Boxborough community. Further to the recommendation of Police Chief Warren Ryder, Member Fox moved to appoint Robert 
A. Arakelian to the position of Full-time Probationary Police Officer for a one year term commencing on February 25, 2016 and 
expiring on February 24, 2017. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• Chief Ryder remained to provide an update on the public safety building project. Chief Ryder advised that the Space Needs 

Advisory Group (SNAG) has identified plans that the architect will now utilize to develop reliable planning cost estimates. This 
Group has reached a milestone and he would like to recommend that the Selectmen now work on establishing a formal building 
committee for this proposed project with a goal of presenting the project, at a Town Meeting in the future. There was discussion 
as to the possible make-up of a building committee and whether the Permanent Building Committee could simply be re-
invigorated to handle this project.  Member Gorman also noted that there will be an article at this year’s Town Meeting to fund 
additional study work on this.  

 
Board took item #6a, out of order 
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Board took up the ratification and execution of successor agreement between the Town and the Massachusetts Coalition of 

Police, Local 200, Police. Police Chief Ryder and Officers from Local 200 were present. Member Fox moved to execute the 
successor agreement between the Town, acting by and though its Board of Selectmen and the Massachusetts Coalition of Police, 
MCOP Local 200, Police for the term July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2018. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0.  

 
• There were no Citizens concerns. 

MINUTES  
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the Regular session of January 25, 2016, as revised. Seconded by Member Bak. 

Approved 5-0. 
• Member Gorman moved to accept the minutes for the Executive session of February 10, 2016, as written. Seconded by Member 

Bak. Approved 5-0. 

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Gorman reported that some residents have voiced concern about the aesthetics of the antennae array recently installed 

behind the Museum. This array the will be removed and a new one will be installed next week. Photographs were provided to 
illustrate.  
 
He reported that he had participated in a meeting with DPW and the DEP regarding the Hager Well facility. It has been 
determined that some significant system components were mismatched and will need to be updated. An ATM capital article will 
be needed. $50,000 is the projected outside number, but will likely be less. ABRSC member Maria Neyland was present and she 
provided her input as to this expenditure; the potential financial impact to the ABRSD and requested that the District be kept “in 
the loop.”   
 
Member Gorman also reported that he spent two hours on Sunday listening to citizens’ concerns regarding zoning site plans 
issues for two commercial properties.  
 

• Member Stemple reported that he and Chair Amoroso met with the current and in-coming Supt. at the Nashoba High School this 
morning. This was done in anticipation of questions that they felt needed to be answered for Special Town Meeting. This was a 
positive discussion.  
 

• Chair Amoroso reported that based on the feedback received at the STM Informational Meeting he felt he needed more 
information.  He and Member Fox will be going to Assabet High School on Tuesday. He has had numerous phone discussions 
with the Nashoba’s Supt., Assabet’s Supt. and Sec. Wulfson at DESE. They were very helpful. He related some of the 
information provided concerning – “Choice Students”, Out-of-District placement and Out-of-District transportation options. He 
has been advised that Nashoba has capacity still available; can accept both Choice and Out-of-District students and is willing to 
extend its Littleton bus route into Boxborough; billing the Town for this. He has also been in communication with ABRSD Supt. 
Brand and AB School Comm. member, Brigid Bieber regarding the Guidance Staffs’ role in providing information on Ch. 74 
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education options to Boxborough residents if we withdraw. He also related discussions on the process to designate a “Preferred” 
Vocational school which would allow the Town provide access to just one school, and not to various schools all over the state. 
He appreciated ABRSC member Neyland remaining so that this information could be shared with her. He further advised her 
that it was very unlikely that ABRSD administrators need to provide any type of report at Special Town Meeting. Dover is 
holding its STM tonight. 

 
OLD BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen re-opened discussion on Special Town Meeting preparation and reviewed the proposed motions. There was 

discussion as to the ordering of articles, both here and in the other District Towns. The Board reviewed the ordering of the 
presentations under Article #2 – Selectmen General Information presentation; Voc. Ed. Advisory Comm.; FinCom; and then the 
Selectmen’s recommendation presentation. Under the Minuteman articles, voters need to clearly understand what a Yes vote 
means and what a No means. Article #2 - Yes is to withdraw from the Minuteman School District/No to stay and Article #3 – 
Yes to approve amendments /No to not approve. There was discussion about holding a paper ballot vote and the process. 
According to the Moderator this has to be a motion on Town Meeting floor. The consensus of the Board was to support a paper 
ballot motion if it is called for. Member Fox moved to hold a secret paper ballot at Special Town Meeting. Seconded by 
Member Gorman.  Approved 5-0. 
 

• Discussion was opened as to Annual Town Meeting (and Special within the Annual) and the proposed list of articles. There was 
discussion as to the DPW paving capital article for $400,000. It was clarified that this would be in addition to Ch. 90 funds 
received from the state. Member Gorman reviewed the proposed roadway paving scheduled breakout in which ones they intend 
to use town funds for and those to come under Ch. 90.  There was a side discussion as to the proposed MASSDoT work on the 
Route 111 culverts and the necessary detours onto town side roads. There is concern about the increased traffic; and whether a 
police presence may be necessary. Member Gorman advised that there will be no article for improvements to the DPW office 
facilities on this year’s warrant.  However, he did advise that, pursuant to Chief Ryder’s report on the public safety building 
project, an article shall be needed to provide funds for additional study efforts. Member Gorman moved to put a placeholder on 
the warrant for the appropriate funds to continue the SNAG Study. Seconded By Chair Amoroso. Approved 5-0.  Also based on 
earlier discussions concerning the Town Hall steps/walkway, Member Bak moved put a placeholder on the warrant for a CPA 
appropriation for project related to Town Hall. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0.  Chair Amoroso moved to close 
the warrant for the annual town meeting and the special town meeting within the annual, which begin on May 9, 2016. Seconded 
by Member Bak. Approved 5-0.   

NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Board took up the acceptance of FY 2016 State 911 Department Support and Incentive Grant. The intention is to use this 

for software upgrades. Member Gorman moved to accept the FY 2016 State 911 Department Support and Incentive Grant in an 
amount not to exceed $16,485 to be expended between February 11 – June 30, 2016. Seconded by Member Fox.Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Town Clerk is looking for additional help for the Presidential Primary. Further to the recommendation of Town Clerk, 

Elizabeth Markiewicz, Chair Amoroso moved to appoint John Fallon as Temporary Constable for a term of one month, 
commencing March 1, 2016 and ending on March 31, 2016. Seconded by Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0.  

 
• Further to the recommendation of the Board of Health, and in compliance with the State Reclamation and Mosquito Control 

Board‘s “Budget Notification & Compliance Certification Policy,” Member Bak moved to declare the Board of Selectmen’s 
support of the FY 2017 proposed cherry sheet assessments for the Central Mass. Mosquito Control Project. Seconded by 
Member Stemple.  Approved 5-0.  
 

CORRESPONDENCE    
• There was discussion on the letter received from AlphaCars thanking the Boxborough Police Dept. for the hard work that lead 

to the apprehension of a hit-run suspect.  
 
 
ADJOURN 
• The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 PM. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

 

 Selectmen Agenda packets are available from links on the Town’s website, from the calendar or the 

Selectmen’s webpage. http://www.boxborough-ma.gov/board-of-selectmen  

 

 Boxborough is having a very important Special Town Meeting on Wednesday, February 24th (snow date of 

February 25), starting at 7:00 PM at the Blanchard Memorial School. This Special Town Meeting is of critical 

importance to the future of the Minuteman Regional Vocational School District and the future of 

Boxborough’s relationship to that District. Residents will be asked to vote on a new amended agreement for 

the Minuteman District, as well as to consider a vote to withdraw from the District. These are complicated 

subjects. There will also be an article included on the warrant to consider an appropriation from Free Cash to 

increase the reserve fund by $50,000. The Special Town Meeting Warrant and related materials are now 

available on the Town’s website.  

 

 Tuesday, March 1st is the Presidential Primary Election. Voters are advised that due to the problems with 

the Town Hall lift, the polling location for this Presidential Primary has been relocated to the Sargent 

Memorial Library, 427 Mass. Ave. The polls will be open from 7:00 AM -8:00 PM. The deadline to apply for 

an absentee ballot for this Election is Monday, February 29, 2016 at 12:00 noon and the Town Clerk must 

receive completed ballots by March 1, 2016 at 8:00 PM. Go to the Town Clerk’s webpage for more 

information. 

 

 Many people are currently using their fireplaces and woodstoves to keep warm. However, this winter the 

Boxborough Fire Department has responded to 2 fires that were attributed to improper disposal of ashes.”  

Please take care when using your fireplace and woodstove, and review the safety tips posted on the town’s 

website. 

 

 The Town has provided information on our website to help residents in dealing with the recent winter 

weather. Please go to “Preparedness Tips for Severe Winter Weather” on Homepage under News & 

Announcements.  Residents are reminded that a winter parking ban is in effect until April 1st. On street 

parking is not allowed between the hours of 1:00 AM and 6:00 AM and at all hours whenever inclement 

weather is forecast. Also, no overnight or weekend parking is allowed at any Town-owned facilities without 

permission. Please go to the Town’s website or call DPW at 978-264-1790 for more information. 

 

02222016                                                                                                                                          1 

http://www.boxborough-ma.gov/board-of-selectmen


 Annual street listing/census forms were mailed to residents in January. Voters not completing their census 

will be put on the inactive voter list. If you have not already done so, please review, sign and return your 

census form to the Town Clerk.  

 

 Dog owners please note that you can now apply for your 2016 dog license on-line.  Applications have also 

been included in with the street census mailing and are due back to the Town Clerk by March 10th.   Please 

contact the Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz if you have not received your census form or if you have any 

questions on the census, dog licensing or your voter status.  

 

 The FY 2017 budget process has begun. The current draft budget is available on the Town’s website. You 

are encouraged to attend Selectmen, Finance Committee, Library Trustee and A-B School Committee 

meetings at all times, but especially during the budget season.  Please check the web calendar for meeting 

dates. Your input is important.  

 

 Boxborough’s Annual Town Meeting will begin on Monday, May 9th at 7PM in the Blanchard School Gym. 

 

 Nomination papers are now available for elected town offices at the Town Clerk’s office, Boxborough 

Town Hall, 29 Middle Road. The annual Town Election will be held May 16th. Offices that will be on this 

year’s ballot are:  

Selectman, 3-year term, 1 seat  

Library Trustees, 3-year term, 2 seats  

School Committee, 3-year term, 1 seat  

Board of Health, 3-year term, 1 seat  

Planning Board, 3-year term, 2 seats  

Moderator, 1-year term, 1 seat  

Town Clerk, 3-year term, 1 seat  

Constable, 3-year term, 1 seat  

The deadline to submit completed nomination papers to the Town Clerk is Monday, March 28th.  Please go 

to the Town Clerk’s webpage or Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz for more information. 
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 The Fire Department has implemented an on-line system for issuing permits during Opening Burning 

Season which runs until May 1st. Residents would go to the Fire Department’s Burn Permit webpage on the 

day they wish to burn. Posted will be whether burning is allowed that day. If allowed, residents would follow 

the prompts to register for a Daily Permit. The Department’s Open Burning Rules & Regulations are also 

posted. Alternatively, residents call the Fire Dept. at 978-264-1770 to activate a permit or for more 

information. 

 

 You can now apply and pay for Transfer Station Stickers and Bulk Item Disposal Vouchers on-line. 

Go to the Transfer Station’s webpage for more information. 

• If you are looking to dispose of bulk items, please consider donating your items to the local not-for-

profit organization, Household Goods at www.householdgoods.org. They are happy to accept clean, 

functional items in good working condition. Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the 

DPW for more information. 

 

 We invite you to explore the Town’s website www.boxborough-ma.gov. Information such as the 

Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough has been posted on our 

Town website’s homepage on the left-hand side under Resources. 

 

 The Town’s Video On Demand service, which features Board of Selectmen meetings and recordings of 

other public meetings, can now be viewed by the following link from the Town website’s homepage on the 

left-hand side under Resources:  BXB-TV On Demand, http://bxbtv.pegcentral.com/index.php  

 

 Are you 18 or older with two years or more of audio/video experience and are willing to work on an as-

needed basis, then BXB-TV, our government channel broadcast provider, is looking for you. Qualified 

candidates would assist with the filming of various Town-related meetings and events. Please submit your 

resume to BXB-TV Video Production Supervisor Kirby Dolak at Littleton Cable TV, 37 Shattuck St., 

Littleton, MA 01460, or submit via email to kdolak@littletonma.org  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services. Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s webpage, give them a call, or stop in to chat. If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a 

mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 
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 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town boards 

and committees, many of which have openings: Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council (2), Conservation 

Commission (1), Council on Aging (2), Design Review Board (1 at-large member), Energy Committee 

(1), Housing Board (1), Public Celebrations & Ceremonies Committee (2), Recreation Commission (1), 

Steele Farm Advisory Committee (2) and the Well-Being Committee has (2 at-large vacancies).  Also, 

the Town Moderator is seeking two (2) volunteers to serve on the Finance Committee. Please consider 

participating on a Town board.  You will find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter 

what your knowledge or interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work.  

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you, and we invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via email from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Agenda  
February 22, 2016 

Boxborough Community Center 
30 Middle Road 

 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER, 7:00 PM 

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

3. APPOINTMENTS 
[Times are estimated; if you are interested in a particular matter, please plan to arrive 15 minutes earlier] 

 
a) Frank Powers, Council on Aging (CoA) Chair and Barbara Birt and  Carolyn (Taryn) Light,  

candidates for appointment to the CoA, 7:05 PM 
i. Further to the recommendation of the CoA, move to appoint Barbara Birt to complete the  
 unexpired term of Susan Page for a term commencing immediately and ending on June 30, 2016 VOTE: 
ii. Further to the recommendation of the CoA, move to appoint Carolyn (Taryn) Light to complete  
 the unexpired term of Lauraine Harding for a term commencing immediately and ending on June  
 30, 2016 VOTE: 
 

b) Gerry Noel, Inspector of Buildings, to brief the BoS on options for replacing the front steps of Town  
 Hall, 7:10 PM 
 
c) Warren Ryder, Police Chief and Robert A. Arakelian, candidate for appointment to the position of  
 Full-time Probationary Police Officer, 7:25 PM 
 Further to the recommendation of Police Chief Warren Ryder, move to appoint Robert A. Arakelian to 
 the position of Full-time Probationary Police Officer for a one year term commencing on February 25,  
 2016 and expiring on February 24, 2017 VOTE: 
 
c) Warren Ryder, Police Chief to provide an update on the public safety building project  
 
d) Citizens concerns 

4. MINUTES  
a) Regular session, January 25, 2016 ACCEPT & POF 
b) Executive session, February 10, 2016 ACCEPT & POF 

5. SELECTMEN REPORTS 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
a) Ratification and execution of successor agreement between the Town and the Massachusetts  
 Coalition of Police, Local 200, Police  
 Move to execute the successor agreement between the Town, acting by and though its Board of 
 Selectmen and the Massachusetts Coalition of Police, MCOP Local 200, Police for the term  
 July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2018 VOTE:  

 



b) Special Town Meeting (February 24, 2016) preparation  
 Review motions   

c) Annual Town Meeting (and Special within the Annual) 
Move to close the warrant for the annual town meeting and the special town meeting within the  
annual, which begin on May 9, 2016 VOTE: 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Acceptance of FY 2016 State 911 Department Support and Incentive Grant 
 Move to accept the FY 2016 State 911 Department Support and Incentive Grant in an amount not to 
 exceed $16,485 to be expended between February 11 – June 30, 2016 VOTE: 
 
b) Appointment of Temporary Constable 
 Further to the recommendation of Town Clerk, Elizabeth Markiewicz, move to appoint John Fallon 
 as Temporary Constable for a term of one month, commencing March 1, 2016 and ending on March  
 31, 2016 VOTE: 
 
c) Reserve Fund Transfer Requests  

i. Selectmen Dues/Membership 
 Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $495 from the  
 Reserve Fund to account #001-122-5730-0000, Selectmen Dues/Membership VOTE: 
 
ii. ACO – Dog & Cat Travel 

Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $2,000 from the  
 Reserve Fund to account #001-292-5711-0000, ACO – Dog & Cat Travel VOTE: 
 
iii. Historical Commission – Bldg/Grounds Maintenance 

Move to forward to the Finance Committee for approval the request to transfer $2,903 from the  
 Reserve Fund to account #001-691-5241-0000, Hist Commission – Bldg/Grounds Maintenance VOTE: 

 
d) Mosquito Control Funding for FY 2017 
 Further to the recommendation of the Board of Health, and in compliance with the State Reclamation  
 and Mosquito Control Board ‘s “Budget Notification & Compliance Certification Policy,” move to  
 declare the Board of Selectmen’s support of the FY 2017 proposed cherry sheet assessments for the 
 Central Mass. Mosquito Control Project VOTE: 

8. CORRESPONDENCE ACCEPT & POF 

a)  Internal Communications  
b) Minutes, Notices & Updates  
c) General Communications    

9.  PRESS TIME 

10. CONCERNS OF THE BOARD 
 
11. ADJOURN 
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