
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes  
May 23, 2016 

APPROVED: June 20, 2016 
 
PRESENT:   Vincent Amoroso, Chair; Susan Bak, Clerk; Rick Barrett, Member; Les Fox, Member; and Robert 

Stemple, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator, Gerry Noel, BICAO, Adam Duchesneau, Town Planner and 

Jonathan Eichman, Town Counsel. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 6:00 PM Chair Amoroso moved to adjourn to executive session to:  
a) Discuss strategy with respect to litigation  
b) Consider the purchase or value of real estate  
and to reconvene in open session at 7:30 PM in the Grange Meeting Room to consider the regular business on the agenda. Chair 
Amoroso further stated that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating and negotiating position of the Board. 
Seconded by Selectman Fox.  Approved 5-0 by Roll Call Vote: Fox “aye,” Amoroso “aye,” Stemple “aye,” Bak “aye,”, and 
Barrett “aye.”  
 
Chair Amoroso reconvened the meeting at 7:42P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Boxborough Town Hall. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above-referenced date and 
are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Amoroso read the announcements and welcomed new Selectman, Rick Barrett. 
 
REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD 
• Chair Amoroso opened discussion as to the Reorganization of the Board going forward, noting that the Board does this every 

year after the annual town election. Chair Amoroso called for nominations.   
o Chair Amoroso nominated Selectman Les Fox as Chair of the Board of Selectmen. Seconded by Selectman Stemple. Hearing 

no further nominations, Chair Amoroso closed nominations. The Board approved Selectman Fox’s nomination 5-0. 
Amoroso was asked to chair this meeting and Fox would assume the Chairmanship starting May 24, 2016.  

o Chair Pro Tem Amoroso called for nominations for Clerk of the Board of Selectmen.  Chair Pro Tem Amoroso nominated 
Susan Bak as Clerk. Seconded by Selectman Stemple. Hearing no further nominations, Chair Pro Tem Amoroso closed 
nominations. The Board approved Selectman Bak’s nomination 5-0. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 
• There were no Citizens concerns. 

 
MINUTES  
• Selectman Fox moved to accept the minutes for the Regular session of April 4, 2016, as revised. Seconded by Selectman Bak.  

Approved 5-0. 
• Selectman Fox moved to accept the minutes for the Regular sessions of May 9, 2016, and May 10, 2016, as written. Seconded 

by Selectman Bak.  Approved 5-0. 
 
SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Selectmen Fox reported on the Hager Well infrastructure work. This article was approved at Town Meeting. Selectmen Gorman 

had been dealing with the project and Fox is now following up on this. DPW has advised him, that the DEP has just issued a 
notice concerning “breakthrough” water quality issues that need to be addressed. Fox read the proposed letter on this, which he 
would like to circulate to Town and AB School District stakeholders requesting input. Chair Pro Tem Amoroso moved to 



approve the letter, as written. Seconded by Selectman Bak.  Approved 5-0.  There was also discussion on a query raised at 
Town Meeting about the AB School District’s responsibilities as to the maintenance of this water system. There has been a 
subsequent review of the Town’s Intermunicipal Agreement with the AB District. The responsibilities of the parties and the AB 
District’s proportional costs were summarized. ABRSC Member, Maria Neyland was present and provided her input.  

 
• Chair Pro Tem Amoroso reported that at a recent meeting the Minuteman School Committee reviewed Town Meeting results 

and measures that may be taken going forward. Fifteen (15) member communities formally approved or approved by non-action 
the bonding article. Belmont rejected this article. As a result the District has to report these results, the failed vote, to MSBA. 
They will also be asking for a 180-day extension.  He provided an overview of the concerns raised during Belmont’s Town 
Meeting discussions.  The District is working to address some of these concerns and is reviewing their options, including asking 
that District communities hold a Town Meeting for another Funding Article and calling for a Districtwide ballot election. He 
reviewed the potential outcomes of these actions. He also reviewed the status of the School District’s accreditation. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
• The Board reviewed this year’s Annual Town Meeting. Though there were improvements and the BXB Production staff worked 

diligently to address lighting and screen image issues, the consensus was that there are still significant concerns. Possible 
options were discussed.  BXB Production Supervisor, Kirby Dolak and Maria Neyland provided their input. TA Shaw advised 
that they will be meeting with school officials this week to discuss this and to see a demonstration of a screen projector that the 
Town is considering.  Another concern is low attendance. There are several significant capital projects coming forward and it is 
a concern that just a few could be making major decisions for the entire town. It was suggested that if residents are satisfied as 
to how things are being managed and there no real contentious issues on a warrant they might not feel their input (attendance) is 
necessary. Possible options to increase attendance were discussed. Town Meeting is a unique form of democracy. It was 
suggested that residents may need to be educated as to how this process works. There was also discussion as to holding town 
meetings on Saturdays and holding Annual Town Meeting earlier in the year.  There was also discussion on the reconsideration 
action; that the reconsideration bylaw article was not supported at Town Meeting and what, if any, action is necessary on this.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Board opened initial discussion on establishing some committees in FY 17 – Economic Development Committee, Public 

Safety Building Committee, and Town Meeting Study Committee. Police Chief Warren Ryder and Maria Neyland were present 
for this discussion.   
o Public Safety Building Committee – the proposed project and envisioned facility would have a significant impact on the 

Town.  Chief Ryder strongly urged the Selectmen to establish a Public Safety Building Committee. There was discussion as 
the mission of a building committee and it’s possible make up. The Town needs to draw in voters into this discussion so this 
can move forward. There was discussion about possibly holding a special town meeting in the coming months on this, giving 
the Town time to address the issues that have been raised. There was discussion as to some of these issues/concerns raised 
during the Town Meeting; efforts to communicate the necessary information and engage voters. It was also suggested that 
informational sessions be conducted and stakeholder be engaged, specifically the Selectmen and FinCom, making them part 
of the decision making process. This will only work if we work on this together. Even when the Selectmen and FinCom do not 
come to a consensus on an issue there is little controversy when they can, at least agree on the issues, and that is exactly what 
happened at Town Meeting. Also we gave voters only the option of voting on the total amount presented in this article.  

o Town Meeting Study Committee – this was proposed at Town Meeting. To an earlier point this could be an opportunity to 
educate the public and generate an interest. There have been similar efforts in the past. 

o Economic Development Committee – establishing this committee was generated out of the Boxborough 2030 Plan action 
items. There have been similar efforts in the past. This group would be a long range effort; requiring a lot of work and 
commitment, however the effort would be worth it.   

It was noted that this is just the initial discussions on the formation of these groups and there will be further discussions moving 
forward.  

 
• There was a preliminary review of the proposed FY 2017 Liaison List as the matters that would be assigned (i.e. new and 

expiring); those previously assigned to Selectman Gorman; the Board’s past practices in assigning responsibilities and how the 
Board would like to manage going forward. The Board will finalize the list at their next meeting.  

 
• The Board discussed the establishment of “team” to negotiate memorandum of agreement with Boxborough Professional 

Firefighters, Local 4601 for the purposes of adding Permanent Captain to the collective bargaining unit (CBU) and to establish 
the wage for the position. It was noted that the position should be identified as “Fulltime” Captain not “Permanent” Captain. 
The board deferred further discussion on this until liaisons are assigned. 

 

052316   2 



• The Board took up the resignation of Mitzi Garcia-Weil from the Recreation Commission, and recognized her service on 
various boards over the years. Chair Pro Tem Amoroso moved to accept with regrets the resignation of Mitzi Garcia-Weil from 
the Recreation Commission effective June 30, 2016. Seconded by Selectman Bak.  Approved 5-0. 

 
• The Board opened discussion on the execution of the grant agreement with the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust. This is 

part of a process that was set in motion when the related CPA funding was approved at Town Meeting. Memorializing this 
agreement is a strongly recommended “best practice.” There was discussion as to the Town relationship with the regional 
housing collaborative and the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust’s role in this. It was noted this is a timely concern as the 
collaborative’s fiscal year does not coincide with the Town’s.  Chair Pro Tem Amoroso moved to execute the Community 
Preservation Act Grant Agreement between the Town and the Boxborough Affordable Housing Trust. Seconded by Selectmen 
Fox.  Approved 4-0-1 (Fox abstained). 

 
CORRESPONDENCE  
• It was noted that the Minuteman District’s MSBA letter that was referenced to earlier by Chair Pro Tem Amoroso is provided. 
• The Conservation Commission’s communication regarding the Wolf Swamp usage request was reviewed, it was noted that this 

is the ConsCom’s purview; no further comments were made. 
  

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
• There was no need for an Executive Session.   
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MAY 23, 2016 

 

 Selectmen Agenda packets are available from links on the Town’s website, from the calendar or the 

Selectmen’s webpage.  

 

 Boxborough Town Offices will be closed Memorial Day, Monday, May 30th. 

 

 Please join us on Monday, May 30th as the Selectmen and others march in our annual Memorial Day Parade 

to honor of those that have served our country. The parade steps off at 8:30 AM from the corner of Wetherbee 

and Hill Roads and continues with stops at North Cemetery, Town Hall, and South Cemetery. 

 

 Municipal Elections were held on May 16th. Congratulations to the following incumbents on being re-

elected: 

• John Fallon, Town Moderator 

• Liz Markiewicz, Town Clerk 

• Mary Brolin, Regional School Committee  

• Rob McNeece, Library Board of Trustees 

• Bryan Lynch, Board of Health 

• John Markiewicz, Planning Board 

& we are pleased to welcome Janet Glidden back to the Library Board of Trustees 

Congratulations are also in order to our newly elected:  

 

• Rick Barrett, Selectmen 

• Abby Reip, Planning Board 

And Kevin Mahoney, Constable  

 

 The 2015 Boxborough Town Report is now available at Town Hall and the Library. It can also be 

downloaded from the town’s website.   

 

 On June 6th the Board of Selectmen will begin our annual appointment process for the fiscal year beginning 

July 1.  Our various committees provide the backbone to town government, which could not succeed without 

the valuable contributions of its citizens.  We applaud those who continue to dedicate their time to the 

operations of the town.  Please contact Town Administrator Selina Shaw if you would like to know more 

about how you could serve the Town by volunteering for the various openings available on our town boards.  
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 FY 17 Transfer Station Applications are now available. Consider applying on-line. Go to the Transfer 

Station’s webpage for more information. 

• You can also apply & pay on-line for Bulk Permit Disposal Vouchers. If you are looking to dispose 

of bulk items, please consider donating your items to Household Goods at www.householdgoods.org. 

Please refer to the Transfer Station webpage or call the DPW for more information. 

 

 Community Gardening Plots at Flerra Meadows and Middle Road are now available.   

- Flerra Meadows gardening plot information and applications can be download from the Town’s website or 

contact Town Planner Adam Duchesneau. 

 

- The Middle Road Community Garden plot are also available. Contact Owen Neville at 978-263-3285 or 

middleroadgarden@gmail.com for more information and to reserve a plot. 

 

 The Boxborough Historical Society will be meeting on Sunday, June 5, 2016 at 2:00 PM at the 

Boxborough Museum to learn about Boxborough’s North Cemetery. There will be a walking tour of the 

Cemetery after the presentation. Admission is free and all are welcome. 

 

 Boy Scout Troop 1 Boxborough will be conducting their annual American Flag Retirement Ceremony at 

Steele Farm on Friday, June 3rd at 7:00 p.m.  You can drop off flags with Bo at the Transfer Station or with 

Cheryl at Town Hall during regular hours of operation.   This ceremony is open to the public.  

 

 The 2016 Boxborough Fifer’s Day celebration will be on Saturday, June 18th  at Flerra Field. The day 

commences with the Fifer’s 4 Mile Road Race; followed by a parade at 11:00 AM Flerra Field and then 

presentation of the Golden Fife Award at Flerra Fields. The Fair opens at noon.  Go to the Town’s 

website for information. 

 

 We invite you to explore the Town’s website www.boxborough-ma.gov. Information such as the 

Transportation options available for those living or working in Boxborough has been posted on our 

Town website’s homepage on the left-hand side under Resources. 

 

 The Town’s Video On-Demand service, which features Board of Selectmen meetings and recordings of 

other public meetings, can now be viewed by the following link from the Town website’s homepage on the 

left-hand side under Resources:  BXB-TV On Demand.  
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 High School students and Adults with audio/video experience who are willing to be trained to work on an 

as-needed basis for BXB-TV, our government channel are being sought. Candidates would assist with the 

filming of various Town-related meetings and events. Please submit your information to BXB-TV Video 

Production Supervisor Kirby Dolak at Littleton Cable TV, 37 Shattuck St., Littleton, MA 01460, or submit 

via email to kdolak@littletonma.org  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services. Please contact them through the 

email hyperlink appearing on each department’s webpage, give them a call, or stop in to chat. If you are 

unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call and make an appointment for a 

mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you, and we invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via email from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage. 
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