
MINUTES 
Boxborough Housing Board 

Thursday, August 14, 2014 
7:30 PM 

Morse-Hilberg Room, Town Hall, 29 Middle Road 
 

Housing Board Members Present: Al Murphy, Chair, Diane Friedman, Ron Vogel 
Others Present: Adam Duchesneau, Town Planner; John McIntyre, Metro 

West Collaborative Development 
  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM 
 
I.  Review of Non-Meeting on July 10, 2014 
Mr. Duchesneau provided a status update on the Residences at Beaver Brook project. He 
indicated that the Applicant would be going before the Zoning Board of Appeals to ask for an 
extension to the life of the Comprehensive Permit on Tuesday, August 19, 2014, and before the 
Conservation Commission on Wednesday, August 20, 2014 seeking an Abbreviated Notice of 
Intent to establish some test wells to examine the water capacity and quality at the site. Mr. 
Duchesneau also indicated that the Applicant is hoping to break ground on the project sometime 
in the late spring of 2015.  
 
II.  Minutes from the July 24, 2014 Meeting 
Ms. Friedman MADE a MOTION to approve the minutes of July 24, 2014. Mr. Murphy 
SECONDED the MOTION. All members voted in favor.  
 
III. Housing Production Plan 
Mr. McIntyre began by informing the Board that he would be leaving Metro West Collaborative 
Development as of August 22, 2014. He indicated that his replacement had already been selected 
and he would be spending two days with him the week of August 18th to bring him up to speed 
on the various projects. Mr. McIntyre felt as though the Housing Production Plan was actually in 
pretty good shape and that it should not take a tremendous amount of effort to bring it to 
completion. However, he did indicate that the Housing Values section of the Plan needed the 
most amount of updating. Mr. McIntyre also commented how on the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC) Housing Data Portal resource that was recently identified by Selectmen Les 
Fox, was an extremely useful resource. Mr. McIntyre stated that he is hoping to compare the data 
from this portal to the data that has already been incorporated into the Housing Production Plan. 
He noted that a quick review of this MAPC data seemed to indicate that most of the figures 
already in the Plan matched up to the data contained in the MAPC portal. Mr. McIntyre also 
stated that it would be a good idea for Mr. Duchesneau to discuss the next steps of the Housing 
Production Plan with his replacement.  
 
IV. RFP for the Development of the Stow Road Property 
Mr. Murphy noted that Selectmen Les Fox, Town Administrator Selina Shaw, Mr. Duchesneau, 
and he were continuing to work on the RFP for the Stow Road Property. The big issue they were 
currently trying to solve was how to address the equity/affordability tradeoff they were trying to 
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get out of the project. Mr. Murphy explained that the Town has spent approximately $900,000 on 
the purchase and maintenance of the property to this point, but the Town would also be willing to 
lower the resale price of the property to gain some affordability in the future development 
project. In particular, trading off some of the existing project equity will hopefully allow for 
additional types of housing including those for empty nesters, work force housing, and mobility 
friendly units. Mr. Murphy noted that if the RFP is too specific, the Town could get tied up in 
trying to meet the requirements. He continued on to note that this equity/affordability tradeoff 
issue is complex as there are a wide variety of project upgrades that can be made such as higher 
quality construction materials. Mr. Duchesneau noted that he has made contact with someone 
from the Inspector General’s Office and would be speaking with them further about how to iron 
out this issue. Mr. McIntyre noted that Steve Laferriere from Metro West Collaborative 
Development has familiarity with these types of RFPs and development scenarios and might be 
able to provide some helpful insight on this issue as well. 
 
V.  Metro West’s Update of Subsidized Housing Inventory 
Mr. McIntyre noted that in many other communities where he is working there are several 
affordable housing monitoring agencies for the Town’s Subsidized Housing Inventory (SHI) 
affordable units. Luckily, in Boxborough, the Housing Board is the only monitoring agency 
which makes things a bit easier in terms of gathering information. Mr. McIntyre noted that the 
letter from Metro West Collaborative Development that was circulated by Mr. Duchesneau was 
simply an introduction letter from Metro West to inform local politicians, boards, and Town staff 
that they would potentially be contacting them to gather SHI information.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Adam Duchesneau. 


