
  

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Meeting Minutes 
October 22, 2012 

Approved: November 5, 2012 
 

 
PRESENT:   Les Fox, Chair; Frank Powers, Clerk; Raid Suleiman, Member; Vincent Amoroso, Member; and 

Robert Stemple, Member  
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Selina Shaw, Town Administrator and Cheryl Mahoney, Department Assistant 
 
The documents discussed herein have been included with the file copy of the agenda packet for the above referenced date 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. 
 
Chair Fox called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. in the Grange Meeting Room of Town Hall.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chair Fox read the announcements.  

APPOINTMENTS 
• Personnel Board Chair, Anne Canfield and members, Sue Bak & Sheila Bauer were present to discuss the Personnel Board’s 

recommendation to move the Tax Collector from an elected to an appointed position. Personnel Board Chair Canfield spoke to 
this recommendation.  The Personnel Board has been discussing the two elected positions at Town Hall, the Town Clerk and 
Tax Collector, over the last few months.  Clerk Markiewicz and Tax Collector Shemowat both have had input; participating in 
these discussions. The Personnel Board decided to focus on the Tax Collector and has not come to a decision on the Clerk’s 
position.  The Personnel Board has voted to recommend that the Town move the Tax Collector position from an elected to an 
appointed position. This change is a multi-step process. She provided an overview of the required processes, procedures and 
timeframe. The Personnel Board would like to have this as an article on the upcoming Special Town Meeting Warrant so it 
could be placed on this year’s Town Election ballot. The other Personnel Board members also provided their input. Elected 
positions are only answerable to the voters, and establishing firm oversight was a driving concern. Having a qualified person 
in this position was another concern. An elected individual may not be fully prepared for these responsibilities or 
knowledgeable as to the legalities and procedures involved in being a Tax Collector. Appointment would open the position up 
to qualified applicants from outside of Town and provide Town officials/professionals an opportunity to vet candidates. TA 
Shaw advised that Maripatt has stated that she is in favor of this change and had offered to come in tonight. The Selectmen 
spoke to this recommendation. It was clarified, that if approved, this change would not go into effect until the current Tax 
Collector’s elected term expires, in three years. There was discussion as to qualifications. It was noted that a job description 
for Tax Collector has been in place for past few years. This proposed change has little to do with Maripatt’s qualifications but 
is a prudent course to insure proper oversight and that qualified parties hold this position in the future. If passed this year it 
would give the Personnel Board two years to review this position and formalize the necessary procedures.  Member Suleiman 
moved to approve Personnel Board’s recommendation and to place an article on the January 7, 2013 Special Town Meeting 
warrant seeking to change the Tax Collector from an elected to an appointed position. Seconded by Member Stemple. 
Approved 5-0. 

 
It was moved and seconded to take agenda item #7b, out of order. Approved 5-0.  
NEW BUSINESS 
• The Selectmen took up the issuing of a proclamation in honor of the Massachusetts State Grange. Master/President of the 

Boxborough [Local] Grange, Owen Neville was present.  He advised that delegates from Massachusetts’ Local Grange 
Chapters are holding their 140th Annual Conference this week at the Holiday Inn – Boxborough. Member Powers moved to 
proclaim October 22–October 28 as “Grange Week in the Town of Boxborough” Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 
5-0.  Chair Fox read the proclamation. 

MINUTES   
• Member Powers moved to accept the minutes for the Executive Sessions of September 24, 2012 and October 15, 2012, as 

written. Seconded by Member Suleiman. Approved 5-0.  
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SELECTMEN REPORTS 
• Member Amoroso reported that the Regional Study Committee will be presenting their recommendations to a joint meeting of 

the Acton and Acton-Boxborough School Committees.  
 
• Member Suleiman reported that he participated in the BICAO Search Committee meeting last Wednesday and will provide 

information on those discussions during Agenda Item #6a.   
 
• Member Stemple deferred to Chair Fox on reporting on a meeting he attended in Acton, with other Boxborough officials and 

members of various Acton Town Boards/Committees.  
 
• Chair Fox reported that Boxborough officials had been invited by Acton’s FinCom Chair to participate in discussion of future 

fiscal concerns that could potentially affect not just Acton; the A-B Region but also Boxborough. He [Fox]; Selectman 
Stemple, TA Shaw; FinCom Chair Raad and member Subramanyam; Boxborough School Committee Chair Neyland and 
member Brolin attended.  Along with Acton’s FinCom, members of the Acton and A/B School Committees; and Selectmen 
were also in attendance. It was a worthwhile discussion.  

 
• Member Powers reported that he also had participated in the BICAO Search Committee meeting and will provide input during 

Agenda Item #6a. 
 

He also reported that the Well Being Committee held a meeting and the Acton Safety Net Committee was invited as the main 
focus of this meeting was to address substance abuse issues in our both communities.  There were around 30 in attendance. It 
was determined that these discussions would continue and this joint group would work on creating an action plan.   

 
Member Powers strongly urged residents to read Police Chief Ryder’s statement on Ballot Question #3 concerning Marijuana, 
which available on the Town’s website. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Member Suleiman opened the discussion on the recruitment of Inspector of Buildings/Code Administration Officer and the 

recommendation of the Search Committee.  Since the Building Inspector’s departure we have had to retain interment, interim 
personnel to cover these responsibilities, but this is a stop gap measure.   The inadequate response when we recruited for this 
position was a significant factor in the Search Comm. determination that the current description and/or offering is not 
attractive to qualified candidates.  The Search Committee is putting forth the recommendation that this be increased to a full-
time position. It was also determined that the facilities management component actually requires a greater time commitment 
than originally projected. The input provided by various department heads reinforced this.  There was discussion as to the 
necessary budgetary adjustments for FY 2013 and as we go forth.  The current position is already eligible for benefits. This 
job description does not specify the number of hours to be worked and had just been updated earlier this year. This 
information has been forward to FinCom however, they have not had an opportunity to discuss it. There was discussion on 
clearly defining and delineating the respective responsibilities of BICAO and Facilities Manager.  Making this full-time would 
insure that they would be available, on a consistent basis, to assist department heads and others in long range planning; 
establishing management protocols and review project specifications and proposal components.  There was discussion on this 
being an article for Special Town Meeting.  Member Suleiman moved to support the Search Committee in its recommendation 
to increase the hours of the Inspector of Buildings/Code Administration Officer to forty hours per week, in order to adequately 
include the facilities management role of the position. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 

 
• Member Powers moved to approve letters of transmittal of the form of preservation restriction approved by the Board of 

Selectmen on October 15, to be submitted to Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission.  Seconded by Member Stemple. Approved 5-0.  

 
• The timeline and proposed articles for the January 7, 2013 Special Town meeting were reviewed.  Final language is due on 

November 1st. There was discussion on how the negotiated insurance off-set information could be presented regarding the 
collective bargaining agreement articles (Articles #1, 2 & 3). The Board unanimously agreed with the view that the warrant 
articles amounts for the three CBAs should be net of the insurance offset. TA Shaw noted that she and the Treasurer will be 
working on this. The current appropriation amounts are placeholders.  Member Stemple has not had an opportunity to review 
these articles with FinCom. It was noted that Article #4 – Amending Budget/BICAO position and Article #5 – Tax Collector 
change were both previously discussed. Article #6 – Abandonment of Easement is being discussed at tonight’s ConsCom 
meeting.  The Selectmen will conduct a public hearing on November 19th for Article # 7 - Pine Pasture Run Road Acceptance.  
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NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 
• The Selectmen took up Bob Zurek’s resignation from the Recreation Commission.  This resignation leaves this Commission 

with only two members, putting RecCom programs in jeopardy, such as - Flerra Summer Camp, winter programs and 
Winterfest. Another effort will be made to try to recruit Blanchard parents and to get something in the local papers. Member 
Suleiman moved to accept with regrets and place on file the resignation of Robert Zurek from the Recreation Commission, 
effective immediately. Seconded by Member Powers. Approved 5-0. 

 

ADJOURN 
• At 8:45 PM, Member Suleiman moved to adjourn. Seconded by Member Amoroso. Approved 5-0. 
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SELECTMEN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OCTOBER 22, 2012 
The necessary contact information is available at the end of these announcements. 

 

 A remembrance will be held this Friday, October 26th, from 4-6 PM at the Sargent 

Memorial Library in honor of Richard “Dickie” Golden.  

 

 The Board of Selectmen will be holding a public hearing, in the Grange Meeting Room on 

November 19, 2012, to consider the adoption of a Residential Factor to determine the 

percentages of the tax burden borne by each class of real and personal property for 

FY2013. 

  

 Save the Date...... 

A Special Town Meeting will be held on Monday, January 7th at the Blanchard Memorial 

School. More details will be provided in the coming months.  

 

 A sample ballot for the November 6th Federal & State Election is posted at the Town 

Clerk’s Office and there is an electronic copy on the Town’s website which can be accessed 

through a link Town Clerk’s page.  Voting will take place in the Grange Meeting Room here 

at Town Hall. Polls will be open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  

 

 

 Absentee ballots are now available in the Town Clerk's office for those who are not able to 

get to the polls on November 6th.  You may vote in person at Town Hall or a ballot can be 

mailed to you.  The application deadline for an absentee ballot is Monday, November 5th at 

noon.  Applications are available at the Town Clerk's office or can be downloaded from the 

Town Clerk’s webpage.   
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 The Town of Boxborough is seeking general bids for building envelope repairs at the 

Blanchard Memorial School. Notice has been posted and an electronic copy of this notice can 

also be downloaded from the “NEWS” section of both the Town and the Blanchard School 

websites.  

 

 Pre-recorded Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee meetings are now broadcast 

every day at 5:00 PM on both Comcast’s Channel 9 and Verizon's Channel 39.  Residents can 

also tune-in and view the public meetings playback schedule, to find out when these and other 

meetings are scheduled for broadcast.  

 

 The Friends of the Council on Aging will hold a luncheon Wednesday, October 31st at 

12:00 noon in the new Boxborough Community Center, 30 Middle Road across from Town 

Hall. This month Attorney Cathleen Summers of Summers, Summers & Associates will be 

there to provide information to assist us in understanding the basics of estate planning, elder 

law; dealing with issues concerning your health and financial decision making and to answer 

your related questions. All seniors are welcome and admission is free, but as we are 

anticipating another large crowd so please call the COA office to make a reservation. 

 

 The Boxborough Museum at 575 Middle Road will be open from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on 

Sunday, Sunday November 11th. Admission is free and all are welcome. Members of the 

Boxborough Historical Society will be on hand to discuss this and the other exhibits. Contact 

John Fallon for more information or to arrange for a private tour.  

 

 The 2012 Deer Hunting Archery Season has begun and will run through November 24th.  

This will be followed by Shot Gun and then Muzzle season.  For everyone’s safety and 

enjoyment please remember to exercise some trail safety commonsense during Hunting 

Season.  A listing of suggested Trail Safety Rules may be found on the Town’s website.  
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 This year’s Hazardous Waste Day will take place this Saturday, October 27th from 9:00 AM 

to 1:00 PM, at the Highway Barn, 577 Mass Ave. not the Transfer Station. An informational 

flyer has been posted at various locations around Town and on the Town’s website. 

 

  The Boxborough Police Department and the Governor’s Auto Theft Strike are sponsoring a 

“VIN Etching Day” is also on Saturday, October 27th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the 

Boxborough Fire Station at 502 Massachusetts Avenue. There is a $10.00 (CASH ONLY) fee 

for this etching service.  No appointment is necessary, and vehicles will be done on a first-

come, first-served basis. Go to the Boxborough Police Department website for more 

information.  

 

 On Saturday, November 3rd the Friends of the Boxborough Library will hold their Fall Book 

Sale at the Sargent Memorial Library from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  A preview sale for 

members will take place Friday, November 2nd from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Memberships 

will be available at the door).  Donations of your gently used hardcovers, paperbacks, 

textbooks, technical manuals and audiovisual items are requested for this sale, but no 

magazines, please.   

 

 The Well-Being Committee is conducting an on-line survey of Boxborough residents 

regarding their family's health and well-being. The input received will be used to help develop 

programs to address wellness issues. Go to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” to 

provide your opinion with this on-line survey. 

 

 The Towns of Acton and Boxborough are considering expanding the Regional School 

District to include grades Pre-K through 12.  Residents are invited to provide their input to 

the Regionalization Study Committee. An informational flyer was included in your recent real 

estate tax bills with the Committee’s internet contact information.   
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 The Stow Road Concept Development Committee continues its effort to reach out to 

residents to hear what you would like to see built at  72 Stow Road.  You learn more by going 

to the Link on the Town’s website under “NEWS” for background on the project and to 

provide your opinion by completing a brief on-line “Suggestion Box” survey.  

 

 Town Departments welcome your questions and feedback on services.  Please contact them 

through the email hyperlink appearing on each department’s web page, give them a call or 

stop in to chat.  If you are unable to stop in during normal office hours, don’t hesitate to call 

and make an appointment for a mutually convenient time outside of normal hours. 

 

 The Selectmen want to hear from you and invite residents to contact them regarding issues of 

concern. The Board can be contacted via e-mail from the link on the Selectmen’s webpage.   

 

 The Board of Selectmen continues to look for volunteers willing to serve on the various Town 

boards and committees, many of which have openings:  Airport Study Committee (1), ZBA (1 

alternate member), Housing Board (1), BITcom (2), ConsComm (1), Design Review Board (1 

at-large member), Energy Committee (1), Personnel Board (1), Recreation Commission (4) 

and the Steele Farm Advisory Committee.  Also, the Town Moderator is seeking 3 volunteers 

to serve on the Finance Committee.  Please consider participating on a town board.  You will 

find it to be a worthwhile and rewarding experience. No matter what your knowledge or 

interest is, we can use your help in making Town government work. 
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 Contact information is available on the town website:  http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us or you may call 

Town Hall at 978-263-1116 if you have any questions. 

 

 The Selectmen can be contacted directly at selectmen@town.boxborough.ma.us. 

 

 If you wish to find out more about volunteer opportunities on Town boards or committees contact Town 

Administrator Selina Shaw Selina.shaw@town.boxborough.ma.us 

 

 For more information on the November 6th Election, or absentee ballots go to the Town Clerk’s webpage or 

you may call Town Clerk, Liz Markiewicz at 978-263-1116 extension 117. 

 

 Please call Marcia McNeil in the COA office (978-263-1116 extension 118) to make reservations for the 

FCoA Luncheon on October 31st.   

 

 For more information on the Friends of the Boxborough Library Fall book sale email the Friends at: 

friendsofthelibrarybx@gmail.com. 

 

 Notice of Invitation for General Bids for building envelope repairs at the Blanchard Memorial School can 

be downloaded from the “NEWS” section of both the Town’s website: http://www.town.boxborough.ma.us 

and the Blanchard School website: http://www.boxboroughschool.org 

 For more information on the Boxborough Museum or to arrange for a small group private tour of the 

Museum or Historic Town Center please call John Fallon at 978-264-0069.  

 

 Go to the Boxborough Police Department website www.boxboroughpolice.com for more information on the 

October 27th “VIN Etching Day.”  

 

 Information on the Regionalization Study Committee can be found on the web at: www.ab.mec.edu or 

email your comments to: rsd_study_comm@mail.ab.mec.edu.  
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