
TOWN OF BOXBOROUGH                                                                                                                    

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING Revised V2

SELECT BOARD 9/28/2020

Meeting Agenda
Monday, September 28, 2020
6:15 PM
Conducted via a ZOOM Event

Action

Vote/ Accept & 

POF

This meeting is being conducted via Remote Participation, pursuant to the Current Executive Order. 

See the end of this Agenda for remote participation instructions for the Regular Session portion of 

this meeting

1. 6:15 PM Call to Order via ZOOM pursuant to the procedures noted above.

Select Board meetings have a number of topics and issues that must be discussed and deliberated by 

the Board.  We ask that residents hold their comments until the Board has had the opportunity to get 

their questions answered.  Due to time constraints, the Board may not be able to accommodate 

comments from all residents on all topics.  Please wait to be recognized by the Chair before 

addressing the Board.   We ask that participants be respectful and civil.  We thank you for your 

understanding.

a.
Vote to adjourn to conduct an executive session via a separate ZOOM event, and to reconvene in 

Open Session after completion of the Executive Session:

Per  C30A §21 (a), subsection 6  

To consider the possible settlement, purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property (Boxboro 

Hospitality) and prospective Tax Increment Financing (TIF) agreement.

if open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the government's bargaining or litigating position,

2. 7:00 PM
Reconvene in Open Session -  Call to Order via ZOOM pursuant to the procedures noted 

above.

[Times are estimated; if you are interested in a particular matter, please plan to arrive 15 minutes earlier]

3. 7:01 PM Announcements

4. 7:10 PM Approval of payroll and payable warrants 

5. 7:15 PM Minutes

a. July 27, 2020 - Open Session ACCEPT & POF

b. September 8, 2020 - Executive Session ACCEPT & POF

c. September 14, 2020 - Executive Session ACCEPT & POF

d. September 21, 2020 - Executive Session ACCEPT & POF

6. 7:20 PM Citizens Concerns

7. 7:30 PM General Business 

i.
Pursuant to the recommendation of the Chief of Police, Warren Ryder: Vote to approve 

use of camera policy in police vehicles
Vote

Item #
Estimated 

Start Time



ii.
Vote to approve the use of Public Safety Vehicles to be used as donated "rides" for a UCC-Boxborough 

Fundraising Event. 
Vote

7:40 PM
Presentation by Dr. Caitlin Spence regarding the Metropolitan Planning Area Council 

(MAPC) Technical Assistance Program Grant for the Water Resources Committee

8:00 PM November 3, 2020 Presidential/State Election

Vote to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town who are qualified to vote in the state election to 

vote at Blanchard Memorial School, 493 Massachusetts Avenue, Boxborough,  on Tuesday, the 3rd 

day of November, 2020, from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM to cast their votes in the State Election for the 

following offices and questions: 

Vote

Electors of President and Vice President

Senator in Congress

Representative in Congress 

Councillor

Senator in General Court
Representative in General Court

Register of Probate

and Ballot Questions: 

Question 1: Law Proposed by Initiative Petition - This proposed law would require that motor 

vehicle owners and independent repair facilities be provided with expanded access to mechanical 

data related to vehicle maintenance and repair

Question 2:  Law Proposed by Initiative Petition - This proposed law would implement a voting 

system known as “ranked-choice voting” in certain primary and general elections starting in 2022.”

8. 8:05 PM Update on Town Boards/Committees/Commissions

a.

Pursuant to the recommendation of the Acton Boxborough Cultural Council, Vote to appoint Hong 

Bing Tang, to the Acton Boxborough Cultural Council for a three year term effective immediately and 

ending on June 30, 2023.

Vote

b. Update Boxborough 2030 - November 9th Joint Planning Board Review

9. 8:10 PM Select Board Goals and Objectives in the year ahead 
Action Items - Review

i. Communication and Marketing Plan Update - M. Neyland

ii. Inclusivity and equity update

e.g. Diversity Task Force, Dept. Heads input-diversity in hiring, diversity in boards/committees

10. 8:20 PM Personnel Updates 

a. Discussion of Town Clerk's pending retirement, scheduled for June 2021, and steps to fill this position 

b. Update on status of current vacancies

c.

Discussion on proposed Memorandum of Understanding between the Select Board and the Planning 

Board concerning Town Planner's responsibilities.

11. 8:30 PM Select Board & Town Administrator's reports/updates

a. Review of FY 21 Goals Workshop - 9/26/2020

b. COVID-19 Status Update

c. Reports



12. 8:45 PM Executive Session

Vote to adjourn to conduct an executive session via a separate ZOOM event, and not to reconvene in 

Open Session after completion of the Executive Session:
Vote

a. Per  C30A §21 (a), subsection 3  

To discuss strategy with respect to litigation (984 Massachusetts Avenue, Granite Hill 

Development) and further to invite Planning Board members, noting that a quorum may be 

present, to participate in this discussion

b. Per C30A §21 (a), subsection 2 

T o discuss strategy in preparation for negotiations with respect to: 

Collective bargaining units(Police, Dispatch, and Fire)

Nonunion Personnel ( Town Administrator)

if open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the government's bargaining or litigating position,

13. 8:45 PM Adjourn

2020:    10/5; 10/19; 11/2; 11/16; 11/30; 12/14
2021: 1/4; 1/25

Joint [Planning Bd] Boxborough 2030 Review: 11/9

FY 22 Budget Saturday: 1/9/2021

Boxborough Leadership Forum (BLF):  10/6

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87285408689?pwd=ZGRES3R5VnB5Um9QTGxOZDVzYlh0QT09

Meeting ID: 872 8540 8689

Passcode: 972676

One tap mobile

+13126266799,,87285408689# US (Chicago)

+19292056099,,87285408689# US (New York)

Dial by your location

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

Meeting ID: 872 8540 8689

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdNJzBmBVg
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN 

SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

 

WARRANT FOR NOVEMBER 3, 2020, STATE ELECTION  

 

SS. MIDDLESEX 

To the Constables of the City/Town of     BOXBOROUGH 
 
 GREETING: 

In the name of the Commonwealth, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of said city 
or town who are qualified to vote in the State Election to vote at 
 

WARD 0/ PRECINCT 1  

 

BLANCHARD MEMORIAL SCHOOL, 493 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., BOXBOROUGH, MA 

 

on TUESDAY, THE THIRD DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2020, from  7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. for the 
following purpose: 
 
To cast their votes in the State Election for the candidates for the following offices and questions: 
 
ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT. . . .  ..FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
SENATOR IN CONGRESS  . . .  .  .  .  .  . . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  .  . . . . FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH 
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS.  . . . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . THIRD DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR . . .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . .  .  .  .  .  . . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  THIRD DISTRICT 
SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT . . .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . MIDDLEXEX & WORCESTER DISTRICT 
REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . 37TH MIDDLESEX DISTRICT 
REGISTER OF PROBATE.  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . .  MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
 

QUESTION 1: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 

 

Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the 
House of Representatives on or before May 5, 2020? 
 

SUMMARY 

 

This proposed law would require that motor vehicle owners and independent repair facilities be 
provided with expanded access to mechanical data related to vehicle maintenance and repair. 
 
Starting with model year 2022, the proposed law would require manufacturers of motor vehicles 
sold in Massachusetts to equip any such vehicles that use telematics systems –- systems that 
collect and wirelessly transmit mechanical data to a remote server –- with a standardized open 
access data platform. Owners of motor vehicles with telematics systems would get access to 
mechanical data through a mobile device application. With vehicle owner authorization, 
independent repair facilities (those not affiliated with a manufacturer) and independent 
dealerships would be able to retrieve mechanical data from, and send commands to, the vehicle 
for repair, maintenance, and diagnostic testing. 



Under the proposed law, manufacturers would not be allowed to require authorization before 
owners or repair facilities could access mechanical data stored in a motor vehicle’s on-board 
diagnostic system, except through an authorization process standardized across all makes and 
models and administered by an entity unaffiliated with the manufacturer. 
 
The proposed law would require the Attorney General to prepare a notice for prospective motor 
vehicle owners and lessees explaining telematics systems and the proposed law’s requirements 
concerning access to the vehicle’s mechanical data. Under the proposed law, dealers would have 
to provide prospective owners with, and prospective owners would have to acknowledge receipt 
of, the notice before buying or leasing a vehicle. Failure to comply with these notice 
requirements would subject motor vehicle dealers to sanctions by the applicable licensing 
authority. 
 
Motor vehicle owners and independent repair facilities could enforce this law through state 
consumer protection laws and recover civil penalties of the greater of treble damages or $10,000 
per violation. 
 
A YES VOTE would provide motor vehicle owners and independent repair facilities with 
expanded access to wirelessly transmitted mechanical data related to their vehicles’ maintenance 
and repair. 
 
A NO VOTE would make no change in the law governing access to vehicles’ wirelessly 
transmitted mechanical data. 
  

QUESTION 2: LAW PROPOSED BY INITIATIVE PETITION 

 

Do you approve of a law summarized below, on which no vote was taken by the Senate or the 
House of Representatives on or before May 5, 2020? 
 

SUMMARY 

 

This proposed law would implement a voting system known as “ranked-choice voting,” in which 
voters rank one or more candidates by order of preference. Ranked-choice voting would be used 
in primary and general elections for all Massachusetts statewide offices, state legislative offices, 
federal congressional offices, and certain other offices beginning in 2022. Ranked-choice voting 
would not be used in elections for president, county commissioner, or regional district school 
committee member. 
 
Under the proposed law, votes would be counted in a series of rounds. In the first round, if one 
candidate received more than 50 percent of the first-place votes, that candidate would be 
declared the winner and no other rounds would be necessary. If no candidate received more than 
50 percent of the first-place votes, then the candidate or candidates who received the fewest first-
place votes would be eliminated and, in the next round, each vote for an eliminated candidate 
would instead be counted toward the next highest-ranked candidate on that voter’s ballot. 
Depending on the number of candidates, additional rounds of counting could occur, with the last-
place candidate or candidates in each round being eliminated and the votes for an eliminated 



candidate going to the voter’s next choice out of the remaining candidates. A tie for last place in 
any round would be broken by comparing the tied candidates’ support in earlier rounds. 
Ultimately, the candidate who was, out of the remaining candidates, the preference of a majority 
of voters would be declared the winner. 
 
Ranked-choice voting would be used only in races where a single candidate is to be declared the 
winner and not in races where more than one person is to be elected. 
 
Under the proposed law, if no candidate received more than 50 percent of first-place votes in the 
first round, the rounds of ballot-counting necessary for ranked-choice voting would be conducted 
at a central tabulation facility. At the facility, voters’ rankings would be entered into a computer, 
which would then be used to calculate the results of each round of the counting process. The 
proposed law provides that candidates in a statewide or district election would have at least three 
days to request a recount. 
 
The Secretary of State would be required to issue regulations to implement the proposed law and 
conduct a voter education campaign about the ranked-choice voting process. The proposed law 
would take effect on January 1, 2022. 
 
A YES VOTE would create a system of ranked-choice voting in which voters would have the 
option to rank candidates in order of preference and votes would be counted in rounds, 
eliminating candidates with the lowest votes until one candidate has received a majority. 
 
A NO VOTE would make no change in the laws governing voting and how votes are counted. 
 
 
Hereof fail not and make return of this warrant with your doings thereon at the time and place of said 
voting. 
 
 Given under our hands this __28th___ day of ___September____________, 2020. 
  (month) 

_____________________________________      _____________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________      _____________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________      _____________________________________ 
 

Select Board of BOXBOROUGH 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
(Indicate method of service of warrant.) 

 
_____________________________________      _______________________________, 2020. 

                           Constable                                                    (month and day) 
 

Warrant must be posted by October 27, 2020, (at least seven days prior to the November 3, 2020, State 
Election). 
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 Town of Boxborough 
Town Administrator’s Office 

Memorandum 
To: Boxborough Select Board, Town Moderator, John Fallon  

From: Ryan Ferrara, Town Administrator 

Date: September 28, 2020 

Re: Review of options regarding Town Clerk position based on pending retirement of 

Town Clerk, Elizabeth Markiewicz in June 2021  

Town Clerk, Elizabeth Markiewicz, provided notice on August 25th of her intention to retire 

from her elected position of Town Clerk in June 2021.  This is one year earlier than the end of 

Liz’s current elected term.  Upon being made aware of the Town Clerk’s pending retirement, I 

reached out to Town Counsel, John Giorgio, to provide an overview of the options available to 

the Select Board regarding next steps.   For discussion under the “Personnel Updates” section 

of the BSB meeting agenda this evening, Attorney Giorgio’s response is as follows: 

 

Hello Ryan: 

You have requested an opinion concerning the potential retirement of the Town Clerk and 

implications thereof.  In my opinion, there are several options, depending on when Liz’s 

retirement will be effective.   

 

In short, if Liz retires on an effective date prior to the date of the 2021 Annual Town Election 

and provides proper notice, the Board may choose to place the remainder of her unexpired 

term on the ballot.  In the alternative, however, the Board could instead appoint a Temporary 

Town Clerk to serve until the 2022 Annual Town Election.  The Board would have to appoint a 

Temporary Town Clerk, rather than place the office on the ballot, if Liz will retire at any time 

after the 2021 Town Election or if the Board receives notice any later than 64 days before the 

election.  Be further aware that although the Board has the authority to appoint a Temporary 

Town Clerk whenever the position of Town Clerk becomes vacant for any reason pursuant to 

G.L. c. 41, §14.  The Temporary Clerk appointed by the Select Board, however is only authorized 

to perform Town Clerk duties other than the duties of a Town Clerk at Town Meeting.  For Town 

Meeting, each town meeting would need to elect an Acting Town Clerk as the first order of 

business to perform the duties of a Town Clerk for the duration of the meeting. Finally, the 

transition of the position from elected to appointed requires approval at a special or annual 

town meeting and at an annual town election.   
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There are two methods to fill vacancies in the office of the Town Clerk. The first is in accord with 

G.L. c.41, §10.  As you know, the Board may place a vacant elected office on the ballot for the 

remainder of the unexpired term provided that the vacancy occurs prior to the date of the 

election, and that it provides the Town Clerk with no less than 64 days-notice that the office 

will appear on the ballot.  G.L. c.41, §10; G.L. c.53, §§7, 10.  This would mean that Liz would 

need to notify the Board of a retirement date at least 64 days prior to the 2021 Annual Town 

Election, and, further, that the Board provide the Clerk with at least 64 days-notice that the 

office would appear on the ballot for the remainder of the expired term.  The second method 

is to appoint a Temporary Town Clerk who can serve until the expiration of the Clerk’s term, 

and who need not be a resident of the Town. G.L. c.41, §14.  Be reminded, however, that the 

law reserves to Town Meeting the right to elect its own clerk for that meeting.  We have a script 

to assist the Moderator in running that process, which we will be happy to share.  Note that if 

the effective date of Liz’s retirement is after the May 2021 Annual Town Election, the only 

choice would be to appoint a Temporary Town Clerk to serve until the 2022 Town Election.   

 

In terms of converting the position of town clerk from an elected to an appointed position, the 

process is governed by G.L. c. 41, §1B and requires approval at either a special or annual town 

meeting and then by the voters at an annual town election held at least 60 days thereafter.  

Thus, if the Town were to include an article for such purposes on the warrant for a fall or winter 

town meeting, the ballot question approving the change would be required to appear on the 

2021 election ballot.  If no special town meeting is held, or a meeting is held within 60 days of 

the annual town election, the question would appear on the ballot at the May 2022 Annual 

Town Election.  Please note, further, that such a change goes into effect depending on whether 

the office also appears on the ballot at the same time.  If it does, the change is effective 

immediately, if it does not, i.e., there is time remaining in an existing elected term, it will take 

effect upon the vacating of the office, whether by resignation, death, retirement, or expiration 

of term.   

 

From a practical perspective, if the ballot question to convert the town clerk position to 

appointed and the election of a new town clerk appear on the same election ballot, whether at 

the 2021 or 2022 Annual Town Election, and assuming the ballot question passes, the position 

of Town Clerk would become an appointed position as soon as the election results are certified.  

The “newly elected” clerk would serve only until the Select Board’s appointee was sworn into 

office.  Of course, if the ballot question fails, the newly elected Town Clerk would serve for the 

term to which they were elected.   

 

I am available to discuss any further questions you might have. 

John 

 

 

 

 

 










