CONSERVATION AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION RESTRICTION
to
THE TRUSTEES OF RESERVATIONS
and
BOXBOROUGH HISTORICAL SOCIETY

STEELE FARM, BOXBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS

THE TOWN OF BOXBOROUGH, with an address of 29 Middle Road, Boxborough, MA
01719, being the sole owner of the granted premises and intending hereby to bind itself and its
successors and assigns, who are collectively referred to herein as “Grantor”, acting pursuant to
Sections 31, 32, and 33 of Chapter 184 of the Massachusetts General Laws, hereby grants, with
quitclaim covenants, to The Trustees of Reservations, a Massachusetts charitable corporation
established under Chapter 352 of the Acts of 1891, and qualified to hold Conservation and
Preservation Restrictions in accordance with Chapter 184 of the Massachusetts General Laws,
and having an address at 572 Essex Street, Beverly, MA, 10915, its successors and permitted
assigns, and the Boxborough Historical Society, Inc., qualified to hold Conservation and
Preservation Restrictions in accordance with Chapter 184 of the Massachusetts General Laws,
having an address at 29 Middle Road, Boxborough, MA, 01719, its successors and permitted
assigns, (collectively the "Grantee™), in perpetuity and exclusively for conservation and historic
preservation purposes, as a gift, the following described Conservation and Historic Preservation
Restriction (hereinafter, the “Restriction”) on a parcel of land described in the below-referenced
deed as having 34 acres and 10 rods more or less, and shown on Town Assessor’s map as having
36.19 acres, located at 484 Middle Road in the Town of Boxborough, Massachusetts, said parcel
being described in Exhibit A, attached hereto, and shown in the sketch plan in Exhibit B,
attached hereto(""Premises"), said exhibits A and B being incorporated into this Restriction by
this reference. For Grantor’s title to the Premises, see deed from James T. Van Buren, guardian
of the estate of Myrtle J. Steele, to the Town of Boxborough, recorded on August 25, 1994 in the
Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds, Book 24806, Page 143.

Purpose. This Conservation and Historic Preservation Restriction is defined in and authorized by
Sections 31-33 of Chapter 184 of the Massachusetts General Laws and otherwise by law. Its
purpose is to assure that the Premises will be retained in perpetuity predominantly in its natural,
scenic, and open condition, and for agricultural, forestry, recreational and water supply uses, and
for the preservation of its historic structures and landscape, and to prevent any use of the
Premises that will materially impair or interfere with the conservation and historic values of the
Premises.

The intent of this Restriction is to provide protections consistent with the goals of the residents of
the Town of Boxborough when the property was acquired in 1994, and to maintain the lands and
buildings in the appearance and style of an 18" and 19" century working farm characteristic of
Boxborough’s rural, agricultural heritage, and to promote ongoing public education, enjoyment
and use.

The public benefits resulting from conservation and preservation of the Premises include,
without limitation:

Page 1 of 59 BoS Approved — 10/15/12



1) Protection of Scenic Resources. The Premises comprise part of a highly scenic
landscape visible from Middle Road. Protection of the Premises will preserve the
scenic character of Middle Road and scenic views of an open, historic agricultural
landscape.

@) Historic Preservation. The Premises are included in the National Register of
Historic Places as the Levi Wetherbee Farm, listed on December 12, 2006 (NRHP
#06001128). The National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form is hereby
attached hereto and incorporated into this Restriction as Exhibit D. Protecting the
Premises will preserve a farmhouse, a barn and an icehouse and its associated
rural, agricultural landscape dating to the mid-19" century.

(3) Protection of Agriculture. Protection of the Premises will allow for continued
productive agricultural activities and will conserve important soils classified by the
United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation Service
as Prime Agricultural Soils (Sudbury fine sandy loam).

4) Protection of Wildlife Habitats. Conservation of the Premises will protect habitat
(including grasslands, meadows, woodlands and wetlands) used by a variety of
wildlife, including nesting grassland birds. The protection of the Premises will
enhance the ecological value and integrity of adjacent, similarly protected lands,
including the Beaver Brook Meadow.

5) Protection of Recreational Resources. Preservation of the Premises will preserve
the public’s use and enjoyment of Steele Farm for passive recreation and
compatible public events.

(6) Aaquifer Protection. The Premises is located near, or itself may become, a
potential municipal drinking water well site. Protection of the Premises will
contribute to the preservation of this public water supply.

(7)  Eurtherance of Government Policy, Boxborough. Protection of the Premises is
consistent with the Town of Boxborough’s most recently completed Open Space
and Recreation Plan (2002) and the Boxborough Master Plan (2002).

(8) Furtherance of Government Policy, Massachusetts. Protection of the Premises is
in furtherance of the policy of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department
of Conservation and Recreation, Heritage Landscape Inventory Program, which
recommends the permanent protection of Steele Farm in the Boxborough
Reconnaissance Report/Freedom’s Way Landscape Inventory.

The terms of this Restriction are as follows:

A. Prohibited Uses. Except as provided in the reserved rights set forth in paragraph B
below, the Grantor will neither perform nor allow others to perform the following acts and uses,
which are expressly prohibited on, above and under the Premises:
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Q) Any alterations to or removal of existing buildings;

(2 Constructing, placing or allowing to remain any temporary or permanent building,
tennis court, landing strip, mobile home, swimming pool, asphalt or concrete
pavement, sign, fence, billboard or other advertising display, antenna, utility pole,
tower, conduit, line or other temporary or permanent structure or facility on,
above or under the Premises;

3 Mining, excavating, dredging or removing from the Premises of soil, loam, peat,
gravel, sand, rock or other mineral resource or natural deposit; alteration of the
existing natural topography of the Premises; withdrawal of surface or ground
water from the Premises.

4) Placing, filling, storing or dumping on the Premises of soil, refuse, trash, vehicle
bodies or parts, rubbish, debris, junk, waste or other substance or material
whatsoever or the installation of underground storage tanks;

(5) Cutting, removing or otherwise destroying trees, grasses or other vegetation;

(6) Activities detrimental to drainage, flood control, water conservation, water
quality, erosion control, soil conservation, or archaeological conservation;

@) The use, temporary or permanent parking, or storage of motorcycles, motorized
trail bikes, snowmobiles and all other motor vehicles, except as provided in
paragraph B below, or as necessary for the police, firefighters or other
governmental agents to carryout their lawful duties;

(8) The disruption, removal, or destruction of the stone walls or granite fence posts
on the Premises;

9) Conveyance of a part or portion of the Premises alone, or division or subdivision
of the Premises; conveyance of a part or portion of the Premises, or division or
subdivision of the Premises for conservation purposes, shall be permitted with the
written consent of the Grantee; conveyance of the Premises in its entirety shall be
permitted, provided that any such conveyance is subject to, and consistent with,
the terms of this Restriction;

(10)  The use of the Premises for:
a. subsequent transferal of development rights to any property, whether or not
adjacent to the Premises;
b. use in any calculations involving development of this or any other property,
whether or not adjacent to the Premises, in any manner whatsoever.
(11)  Any other use of the Premises or activity thereon that is inconsistent with the
purpose of this Restriction or that would materially impair significant
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conservation interests unless necessary in an emergency for the protection of the
conservation and historic interests that are the subject of this Restriction.

B. Reserved Rights. All acts and uses not prohibited in paragraph A are permissible,
provided they do not materially impair the purposes of this Restriction. The following acts and
uses, otherwise prohibited in Paragraph A, are permitted, but only if such uses and activities do
not materially impair the purpose of this Restriction:

1)

Maintenance of Historic Structures. With prior written approval of Grantee,
alterations to the existing buildings’ exteriors are allowed, providing that they are
(a) clearly of minor nature and not affecting the characteristics which contribute
to the architectural, archeological and historical integrity of the Premises, or (b)
the Grantee determines that it will not impair such characteristics after reviewing
plans and specifications submitted by the Grantor, or (c) required by casualty or
other emergency promptly reported to the Grantee. Any activity shall be carried
out in a manner consistent with the United States Secretary of the Interior’s
“Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties, with Guidelines for Preserving,
Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (36 CFR 67 and
68),” an excerpt of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C, as these may be
amended from time to time (hereinafter the “Secretary’s Standards”). With prior
written notice to Grantee, the maintenance, restoration or alteration of the existing
buildings’ interiors is permitted.

i. The Barn With the prior written approval of the Grantee, the barn may be
extended beyond the limits of its original perimeter solely for the purposes of
fully implementing uses consistent with the purposes of this Restriction. In no
such case shall such extension diminish the architectural quality or style as
originally designed and constructed nor the general profile or architectural
features.

ii. Minor Structures The construction, maintenance, repair and replacement of (1)
minor structures for use by the public for educational and passive recreational
purposes, such as but not limited to interpretive signs, exhibits, shelters and
benches, (2) ancillary decorative or landscape structures as may be desirable in
support of the historic landscape restoration program or restoration of historic
landscape elements, and (3) minor structures needed for compliance with the
American with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. All such structures shall be
designed and located so as not to have deleterious impact on the historic and
conservation values of the Premises.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions if, after an inspection, the Building
Inspector finds that a building subject to this Restriction poses an immediate
threat to public health or safety due to its deteriorated condition and that there is
no reasonable alternative to the immediate repairs or demolition of the building or
structure, then the Building Inspector may issue an emergency repair or
demolition permit. The Building Inspector shall then prepare a report explaining
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(2)

©)

(4)

()

(6)

(7)

the condition of the building and the basis for his decision, which shall be
forwarded to the Grantees before such repairs or demolition can take place.

Recreational Activities. Hiking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, sledding,
dog walking, jogging, bird and nature watching, camping, mountain biking,
snowshoeing, amateur astronomy in both daylight and night-time hours, Kite-
flying, model aircraft flying, model rocketry, camping with permit and other
outdoor recreational activities (including activities permitted pursuant to
Paragraph B(1), above and activities described in the Management Plan referred
to in Section A.11. of this Restriction) that do not materially alter the landscape or
degrade environmental quality.

Events. The use of the Premises, including the existing buildings, for public or
private events, including but not limited to official Town festivals (such as winter
fest and employee/volunteer recognition functions), historic re-enactments,
concerts, or private functions, such as weddings or reunions, and erection of
temporary tents, provided that any event does not materially alter the landscape or
degrade environmental quality.

Trails. The construction, maintenance and marking of trails for pedestrian use,
mountain biking and horseback riding, including the construction, maintenance,
repair and replacement of boardwalk trails or footbridges where such use is
consistent with the purposes of the Restriction.

Wood Roads. The maintenance of presently existing wood roads, as identified in
the baseline documentation report completed prior to the grant of this Restriction,
located on the Premises substantially in their present condition, or as reasonably
necessary for the uses permitted herein, and, with the prior written permission of
Grantee, the construction of new wood roads for such purposes.

Agriculture. Agricultural, horticultural, and animal husbandry operations carried
on in accordance with the then-current scientifically-based practices
recommended by the U.S. Cooperative Extension Service, U.S. Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or other government or private natural resource
conservation and management agencies then active, and to the extent possible,
with respect to, and in accordance with, the scenic, historic and ecological values
of the property (including but not limited to the clearing and cultivation of fields,
the mowing and grazing of meadows, the haying of the grasslands, the selective
planting of trees, shrubs and flowers, including without limitation those for shade,
ornament or fruit-bearing purposes, planting, cultivating and harvesting of
Christmas trees, keeping of farm animals and bees, small-scale commercial
activities in association with such operations, and community gardens).

Field Expansion. With prior written approval of Grantee, the expansion of
existing fields for agricultural, animal husbandry, or horticultural use.
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(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

Forestry. In accordance with generally accepted forest management practices,

(a) selective pruning and cutting to prevent, control or remove hazards, disease or
insect damage, fire or to preserve the present condition of the Premises, including
vistas wood roads and trails; (b) harvesting trees for use or sale on the Premises;
and (c) following notice to Grantee, the cutting of trees for any purpose,
including, without limitation, commercial timber production, in accordance with a
forest stewardship plan, prepared by a professional forester, that is designed to
protect the conservation and historic values of the Premises, including without
limitation, scenic, historic and ecological values. Grantor agrees to provide a copy
of the forest management plan to the Grantee. Where Grantor intends to
implement a forest management plan, Grantor agrees to provide Grantee written
notice and a cutting plan 30 days prior to any forestry activity.

Composting. The stockpiling, occasional burning, and composting of stumps, tree
and brush limbs and similar biodegradable materials originating on the Premises
in locations where the presence of such activities will not have a deleterious
impact on the purposes (including scenic values) of this Restriction.

Wildlife Habitat Improvement. With prior written approval of Grantee, and in
consultation with the Conservation Commission, measures designed to restore
native biotic communities, or to maintain, enhance or restore wildlife, wildlife
habitat, or rare or endangered species.

Archaeological Investigations. The conduct of archaeological activities, including
without limitation survey, excavation and artifact retrieval, following submission
of an archaeological field investigation plan and its approval in writing by
Grantee and the State Archaeologist of the Massachusetts Historical Commission
(Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 9, section 27C, 950 C.M.R. 70.00), or the
appropriate successor official.

Signs. The erection, maintenance and replacement of signs with respect to
hunting, trespass, rules for use of the property, trail access, identity and address of
the property, the Grantee's interest in the property, and the protected conservation
and historic values.

Access to Well Site on Adjacent Lands. The use of the Premises to gain access to
adjacent, Town-owned lands (including without limitation the so-called “Picnic
Trust” property), that may be the location of one or more future municipal
drinking water wells, but only where there are no feasible alternative routes that
would bypass the Premises. Temporary access to the Picnic Trust land include
activities required for the exploration and testing drinking of water well sites and
construction of one or more drilled or driven wells. Permanent access to a
constructed municipal well or wells on the Picnic Trust site or other Town-owned
land shall be permitted to maintain, repair or replace the well(s), and to construct,
route and service underground utility lines needed to operate the well(s),
including electric power and pipes to carry the water from the well(s), as long as
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any access is carried out in a manner that preserves the existing conditions of the
Premises to the greatest possible extent.

(14) Water Supply. The site exploration and testing, design, installation, maintenance
and replacement of a new public water supply well or wells and related water
supply structures, including without limitation pumps, pump houses, water mains,
water filtration system and any other building or structure used for public water
supply purposes, and any access thereto and related parking facility on the
Premises.

(15) Motorized Vehicles. The use of motorized vehicles by the Grantor or its agents as
necessary in exercising any of the reserved rights in this paragraph B, provided
that such use shall be limited to roads to the extent possible and shall be
conducted so as not to cause erosion or other adverse impacts on the conservation
and historic values of the Premises. The use of mobility assistance devices by
persons with disabilities, for access to and within the Premises, provided that such
use and access do not create a hazard to the safety of either the user of such
device or other persons on the Premises.

(16) Parking. The construction, replacement, repair, maintenance, use and expansion to
not more than three (3) additional parking spaces (600 square feet), and, with
prior written approval of Grantee, further expansion of the existing designated
parking area, now accommodating nine (9) parking spaces (1,800 square feet),
shown in Exhibit E (“Steele Farm Existing & Potential Parking”), for permitted
activities on the Premises.

The exercise of any right reserved by Grantor under this paragraph B shall be in compliance with
all the Town of Boxborough bylaws and regulations, including then-current Zoning By-Law,
Wetlands Bylaw, and all other land use and environmental regulations, the Wetlands Protection
Act (Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40) and all other applicable federal, state
laws and regulations. The inclusion of any reserved right in this paragraph B requiring a permit
from a public agency does not imply that the Grantee or the Commonwealth takes any position
as to whether such permit should be issued.

C. Notice and Approval. Whenever notice to or approval by Grantee is required under
the provisions of paragraphs A or B, Grantor shall notify Grantee in writing not less than sixty
(60) days prior to the Grantor’s commencement of the activity in question. The notice shall
describe the nature, scope, design, location, timetable and any other material aspect of the
proposed activity in sufficient detail to permit Grantee to make an informed judgment as to its
consistency with the purposes of this Restriction.

1. Where Grantee’s approval is required under paragraph B(1) Maintenance of Historic
Structures, the Boxborough Historical Society, Inc. (“BHS”), its successor or assign, shall,
within thirty (30) days of receipt of Grantor’s request, notify The Trustees of Reservations
(“TTOR”), its successor or assign, of BHS’s decision. Following receipt of BHS’s notice, but in
no case later than sixty (60) days following TTOR’s receipt of Grantor’s written request, TTOR
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shall either affirm or reverse the decision of BHS. TTOR’s decision shall in all cases be final
and controlling as to Grantee. In the event that no decision is received from BHS within said
thirty (30) days, TTOR shall proceed to issue its decision within sixty (60) days of receipt of
Grantor’s written request. Failure of TTOR to act within said sixty (60) days shall be deemed to
constitute approval of either BHS’s decision, if one has been issued, or, in the absence of BHS’s
decision, of Grantor’s request as submitted, so long as the request sets forth the provisions of this
section relating to deemed approval after the passage of time. Grantee’s approval shall not be
unreasonably withheld, but shall be granted only upon a showing that the proposed activity will
not materially impair the purposes of this Restriction.

2. Where Grantee’s approval is required under all other provisions of paragraphs A or B,
TTOR shall grant or withhold its approval in writing within sixty (60) days of receipt of
Grantor's written request therefor, provided that the Grantor’s request complies in every respect
with the requirements of this paragraph. TTOR’s approval shall not be unreasonably withheld,
but shall be granted only upon a showing that the proposed activity will not materially impair the
purposes of this Restriction. Failure of TTOR to respond in writing within such 60 days to a
request which complies with the requirements of this paragraph shall be deemed to constitute
approval by TTOR of the request as submitted, so long as the request sets forth the provisions of
this section relating to deemed approval after the passage of time.

D. Extinguishment.

1. Grantee’s Receipt of Property Right. The Grantor(s) and the Grantee agree that the
donation of this Restriction gives rise for purposes of this paragraph to a real property right,
immediately vested in the Grantee, with a fair market value that is equal at least to the
proportionate value (_seventy-five percent (__75 %) that this Restriction, determined
at the time of the gift and documented in the Baseline Documentation Report bears to the value
of the unrestricted Premises at that time.

2. Right of Grantee to Recover Proportional Value at Disposition. If circumstances arise
in the future that render the purpose of this Restriction impossible to accomplish, this Restriction
can be terminated, released or extinguished, whether in whole or in part, only by proceedings
consistent with MGL 184 Sections 31-33 or judicial proceedings in a court of competent
jurisdiction. In case of any such extinguishment or other release of the Restriction, then Grantee,
on a subsequent sale, exchange or involuntary conversion of the Premises, shall be entitled to a
portion of the proceeds in accordance with paragraph D.1, above, subject, however, to any
applicable law that expressly provides for a different disposition of proceeds, after complying
with the terms of any gift, grant or funding requirements. Grantee shall use its share of the
proceeds in a manner consistent with the conservation purpose set forth herein.

3. Grantor/Grantee Cooperation Regarding Public Action. Whenever all or any part of
the Premises or any interest therein is taken by public authority other than the Town of
Boxborough under power of eminent domain or other act of public authority, then the Grantor
and the Grantee shall cooperate in recovering the full value of all direct and consequential
damages resulting from such action.
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4. Allocation of Expenses upon Disposition. All related expenses incurred by the Grantor
and the Grantee shall first be paid out of any recovered proceeds, and the remaining proceeds
shall be distributed between the Grantor and the Grantee in shares proportional to their interests
in the Premises, as described in paragraphs D.1 and D.2, above, after complying with the terms
of any gift, grant or funding requirements. The Trustees of Reservations and the Boxborough
Historical Society, Inc., as co-holders, shall share equally in any proceeds due to the Grantee
under the provisions of section D of this Restriction.

5. Extinguishment by Eminent Domain by Town of Boxborough. Whenever the entirety
or any provision of this Restriction is taken by eminent domain by the Town of Boxborough for
a public purpose under G.L. ¢.79 or any special act, damages calculated in accordance with
paragraph D.1, above shall be due to the Grantee, based upon an appraisal by an independent
appraiser obtained by the Grantor and Grantee hereby waives any right to an award of additional
damages.

6. Proceeds to be Held in Trust by Grantee. The Grantee shall hold all proceeds paid to
the Grantee under section D of this Restriction in trust to be used to acquire real property or
interests in real property, including without limitation restrictions, which real property shall be
located within the Town of Boxborough, for conservation purposes and/or for historic
preservation purposes, and, whether or not the Town of Boxborough holds the fee ownership
interest in the Premises at the time the proceeds is paid to the Grantee, the Grantee shall consult
with the Board of Selectmen (or the officer or board then acting as chief executive officer of said
municipality) upon the site or sites chosen for such acquisition, and The Trustees of Reservations
and the Boxborough Historical Society, Inc. shall consult with each other in the choice of such
sites. If the fee ownership interest in any real property is acquired by the Grantee with said trust
funds, the property shall be held in trust in perpetuity for such conservation and/or historic
preservation purposes and if a restriction is acquired, it shall be a perpetual conservation
restriction and/or historic preservation restriction pursuant to G.L. .84, 8§31-32. If any
circumstance arises whereby a court of competent jurisdiction determines that this trust is no
longer able to be accomplished by either Grantee, the remainder of the funds held by that
Grantee shall be given to the Town of Boxborough to be held in trust for conservation and/or
historic preservation purposes.

E. Access. The Restriction hereby conveyed does not grant to Grantee, to the public
generally, or to any other person any right to enter upon the Premises except as follows:

1. Grantor hereby grants to the Grantee and its representatives the right to enter the
Premises (a) at reasonable times and in a reasonable manner for the purpose of regular
monitoring and inspecting the same to determine compliance herewith, including the right to
access the Premises over roads and rights of way owned by the Grantor and any rights of way or
other access ways now or hereafter available to Grantor for access to the Premises, and (b) after
30 days’ prior written notice, to take any and all actions with respect to the Premises as may be
necessary or appropriate, with or without order of court, to remedy, abate or otherwise enforce
any violation hereof.
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2. Grantor hereby grants to the public the right to enter upon the Premises for passive
outdoor recreational uses of the Premises in a manner that is consistent with the Permitted Uses
in Section B, above, and M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 8c and M.G.L. Chapter 132A, Section 11
and Sections 2b and 2d, such as walking, jogging, cross-country skiing, sledding, fishing,
birding, horseback riding, hiking, dog walking, picnicking, wildlife observation, camping with
permit and other similar activities, subject to reasonable terms and conditions determined by the
Grantor for such access.

F. Grantee’s Right to Post Identifying Signage. The Grantee shall have the right to post
signs, no more than one foot by one foot in size, on the boundaries of the Premises, identifying
the interest of the Grantee in the Premises, and informing the public of the nature and public
benefit of the conservation and preservation of the Premises.

G. Legal Remedies of Grantee. The rights hereby granted shall include the right to
enforce this Restriction by appropriate legal proceedings and to obtain injunctive and other
equitable relief against any violations, including without limitation relief, if feasible and subject
to appropriation, requiring restoration of the Premises to their condition prior to such violation (it
being agreed that Grantee will have no adequate remedy at law). The rights hereby granted shall
be in addition to, and not in limitation of, any other rights and remedies available to Grantee.
Grantor covenants and agrees to reimburse Grantee for all reasonable costs and expenses
(including without limitation reasonable counsel fees) incurred in enforcing this Restriction or in
taking reasonable measures to remedy or abate any violation thereof, provided that a violation of
this Restriction is acknowledged by Grantor or determined by a court of competent jurisdiction
to have occurred, and provided further that such reimbursement obligation shall not be
enforceable against the Town of Boxborough if at the time of violation said Town continues to
be the holder of the fee ownership interest in the Premises. By its acceptance of this Restriction,
Grantee does not undertake any liability or obligation relating to the condition of the Premises,
including with respect to compliance with hazardous materials or other environmental laws and
regulations. Any election by the Grantee as to the nature and timing of its actions pursuant to its
right to enforce this Restriction or otherwise exercise its rights hereunder shall not be deemed or
construed to be a waiver of such rights.

H. Acts Beyond Grantor's Control. Nothing contained in this Restriction shall be
construed to entitle Grantee to bring any action against Grantor for any injury to or change in the
Premises resulting from causes beyond the Grantor's control, including, but not limited to, fire,
flood, storm and earth movement, or from any prudent action taken by Grantor under emergency
conditions to prevent, abate, or mitigate significant injury to the Premises resulting from such
causes. The parties to this Restriction agree that in the event of damage to the Premises from
acts beyond the Grantor’s control, if it is desirable that the Premises be restored, the parties will
cooperate in attempting to restore the Premises if feasible.

I. Duration and Assignability. The burdens of this Restriction shall run with the
Premises and shall be enforceable against Grantor in perpetuity. Grantee is authorized to record
or file any notices or instruments appropriate to assuring the perpetual enforceability of this
Restriction. The Grantor appoints the Grantee its attorney-in-fact to execute, acknowledge and
deliver any such instruments on its behalf. Without limiting the foregoing, the Grantor agrees
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itself to execute any such instruments upon request. The benefits of this Restriction shall be in
gross and shall not be assignable by Grantee, except in the following instances from time to time:
(i) as a condition of any assignment, Grantee requires that the purpose of this Restriction
continue to be carried out; (ii) the assignee, at the time of assignment, qualifies under Section 32
of Chapter 184 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as an eligible donee to receive this
Restriction directly; (iii) Grantee complies with the provisions required by Article 97 of the
Amendments to the State Constitution, if applicable; and (iv) while the Town of Boxborough
continues to be the holder of the fee ownership interest in the Premises, said Town, acting by and
through its Board of Selectmen (or the officer or board then acting as chief executive officer of
said municipality) approves the assignee in writing, which approval shall not unreasonably be
denied . Grantor and Grantee intend that the restrictions arising hereunder shall take effect when
all requisite signatures pursuant to Section 32 of Chapter 184 of the General Laws have been
obtained and the document has been recorded in the Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds.
This Restriction shall be recorded in a timely fashion.

J. Subsequent Transfers. Grantor agrees to incorporate by reference the terms of this
Restriction in any deed or other legal instrument by which Grantor conveys any interest in all or
a portion of the Premises, including, without limitation, a leasehold interest. Grantor further
agrees to give written notice to Grantee of the proposed transfer of any such interest at least
twenty (20) days prior to the date of such transfer. Failure of Grantor to do so shall not impair
the validity of this Restriction or limit its enforceability in any way

K. Termination of Rights and Obligations. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained herein, the rights and obligations under this Restriction of any party holding any
interest in the Premises terminate upon transfer of that party's interest, except that liability for
acts or omissions occurring prior to transfer, and liability for the transfer itself if the transfer is in
violation of this Restriction, shall survive the transfer.

L. Estoppel Certificates. Upon request by Grantor, Grantee shall within forty-five (45)
days execute and deliver to Grantor any document, including an estoppel certificate, that certifies
the status of Grantor's compliance with any obligation of Grantor contained in this Restriction, or
that otherwise evidences the status of this Restriction, as may reasonably be requested by
Grantor.

M. Amendment. If circumstances arise under which an amendment to or modification of
this Conservation Restriction would be appropriate, Grantor, acting by and through its Board of
Selectmen (or the officer or board then acting as chief executive officer of said municipality) if
the Town of Boxborough is still the owner of the Premises, and Grantee may jointly amend this
Conservation Restriction; provided that no amendment shall be allowed that will affect the
qualification of this Conservation Restriction or the status of Grantee under any applicable laws,
including sections 31-33 of Chapter 184 of the General Laws of Massachusetts; any amendment
shall be consistent with the purposes of this Restriction, and shall not affect its perpetual
duration. Any amendment shall occur only in exceptional circumstances. Any amendment shall
be consistent with the purposes of this Restriction, shall not affect its perpetual duration, shall be
approved by the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs and the Massachusetts
Historical Commission or as required by applicable statutes in effect at the time of the proposed
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amendment and, if applicable, shall comply with the provisions of Article 97 of the Amendments
to the Massachusetts Constitution. Any such amendment shall be recorded in the Middlesex
South District Registry of Deeds.

N. Effective Date. This Conservation Restriction shall be effective when the Grantor and
the Grantee have executed it, the administrative Approvals required by Section 32 of Chapter
184 of the General Laws have been obtained, and it has been recorded in the Middlesex South
District Registry of Deeds.

O. Recordation. The Grantee shall record this instrument in timely fashion in the
Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds.

P. Notices. Any notice, demand, request, consent, approval, or communication that either
party desires or is required to give to the other shall be in writing and either served personally or
sent by first class mail, postage pre-paid, addressed to the party to be notified, at the address last
known to the notifying party, or to such address as is reasonably ascertainable.

Q. Miscellaneous

1) Controlling Law. The interpretation and performance of this Restriction shall be
governed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

@) Liberal Construction. Any general rule of construction to the contrary
notwithstanding, this Restriction shall be liberally construed in favor of the grant to effect the
purpose of this Restriction and the policy and purpose of Mass. Gen. Laws Chapter 184, Sections
31-33. If any provision in this instrument is found to be ambiguous, an interpretation consistent
with the purpose of this Restriction that would render the provision valid shall be favored over
any interpretation that would render it invalid.

3) Severability. If any provision of this Restriction shall to any extent be held
invalid, the remainder shall not be affected.

4) Entire Agreement. This instrument sets forth the entire agreement of the parties
with respect to the Restriction and supersedes all prior discussions, negotiations, understandings,
or agreements relating to the Restriction, all of which are merged herein.

(5) Joint Obligation. The obligations imposed by this Restriction upon the parties
that together comprise "Grantor" shall be joint and several.

(6) Captions. The captions in this instrument have been inserted solely for
convenience of reference. They are not a part of this instrument and shall have no effect upon
construction or interpretation.

(7) Pre-existing rights of the Public. Approval of this Restriction pursuant to M.G.L
Chapter 184, Section 32 by any municipal officials, by the Secretary of Energy and
Environmental Affairs, and by the Massachusetts Historical Commission is not to be construed
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as representing the existence or non-existence of any pre-existing rights of the public, if any, in
and to the Premises. Any such pre-existing rights of the public, if any, are not affected by the
granting of this Restriction.

(8) Counterparts. This Restriction may be executed in counterparts and shall
constitute a single agreement whether or not all signatures appear on a single copy hereof.

9) Baseline Documentation. In order to establish the present condition of the
Premises and the conservation and historic values thereon which are protected by this
Conservation Restriction, so as to enable the Grantee to monitor future uses of the Property and
to assure compliance with the terms hereof, Grantor and Grantee have prepared an inventory of
the relevant features and conditions of the Premises (the “Baseline Documentation Report”), and
agree that the same is an accurate representation of the condition of the Premises as of the date of
the execution of this Restriction. Verified originals of the Baseline Documentation Report will
be deposited with the Grantor and in the permanent records of the Grantee.

(10)  Subordination. Grantor represents, and Grantee relies on Grantor’s
representation, that the Premises are free from any lien, encumbrance, or other interest by any
third party in the Premises.

(11) Management Plan. Grantor and Grantee recognize the importance of and need for
a property management plan for the Premises. In order to achieve the purpose of this Restriction,
the Grantor shall develop a written management plan, consistent with the Conservation
Restriction, in consultation with the Grantee that is designed to balance the multiple permitted
uses and protect the conservation and historic preservation values of the Premises. Such
Management Plan may be amended from time to time by Grantor, in consultation with Grantee.

No documentary stamps are required, as this Restriction is a gift.

(remainder of page left intentionally blank)
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We, the undersigned, being a majority of the Selectmen of the Town of Boxborough,
Massachusetts, hereby certify that at a meeting duly held on
20 __ the Selectmen voted to grant the foregoing Conservation and Historic Preservation

Restriction to and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter
184, Section 32.

Executed under seal this day of ,20

Selectmen:

Leslie R. Fox, Chair

Francis J. Powers, Clerk

Vincent M. Amoroso

Robert T. Stemple

Raid M. Suleiman

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
, SS. 20

On this day of , 20__, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally
appeared

, ,and , proved
to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which was

, to be the persons whose names are signed on the preceding
or attached document, and acknowledged to me that they signed it voluntarily for its stated
purpose.

Notary Public
My commission expires:
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ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT

The above Conservation and Historic Restriction is accepted this day of
, 20,

THE TRUSTEES OF RESERVATIONS

By

Kathryn Abbott
Acting President

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

, SS. , 20
On this day of , 20__, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally
appeared , proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification,
which was , to be the persons whose names are signed on the

preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that they signed it voluntarily for its
stated purpose.

Notary Public
My commission expires:
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ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT

The above Conservation and Historic Preservation Restriction is accepted this day of
, 20

BOXBOROUGH HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.

By Duncan Brown, President

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

, SS. , 20
On this day of , 20__, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally
appeared , proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification,
which was , to be the persons whose names are signed on the

preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that they signed it voluntarily for its
stated purpose.

Notary Public
My commission expires:
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APPROVAL BY SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

The undersigned, Secretary of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, hereby certifies that the foregoing Conservation Restriction to
The Trustees of Reservations has been approved in the public interest pursuant to M.G.L.
Chapter 184, Section 32.

Date: , 20

Richard K. Sullivan, Jr., Secretary of Energy and
Environmental Affairs

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

, SS. , 20
On this day of , 20__, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally
appeared , proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification,
which was , to be the persons whose names are signed on the

preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that they signed it voluntarily for its
stated purpose.

Notary Public
My commission expires:
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APPROVAL BY MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

The undersigned Executive Director and Clerk of the Massachusetts Historical

Commission hereby certifies that foregoing preservation restriction agreement has been approved
pursuant to Massachusetts General Law, chapter 184, section 32.

Date:

BRONA SIMON, Executive Director
And Clerk

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

y SS.

On this day of , 2012, before me, the undersigned notary
public, personally appeared Brona Simon, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of
identification, which was (a current driver’s license) (a current U.S. passport) (my
personal knowledge of the identity of the principal), to be the person whose name is
signed on the preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that she signed it
voluntarily for its stated purposes.

Notary Public
My Commission Expires
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Exhibit A

The Premises consist of a parcel of land located at 484 Middle Rd.in Boxborough,
Massachusetts, lying on the South side of Middle Road, shown as 07-3-125-0.0 on a plan

entitled Boxborough Assessor’s Map, prepared by Boxborough Assessor , dated FY 03 and

included as Exhibit B herein. The Premises are bounded and described as follows:
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Exhibit B — Sketch Plan of the Premises
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Exhibit C
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties

PART 68—THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR'S STANDARDS FOR THE
TREATMENT OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
Authority: The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq. ); sec.

2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976, 90 Stat. 1918; EO 11593, 3 CFR part 75 (1971); sec. 2 of
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1262).

Source: 60 FR 35843, July 12, 1995, unless otherwise noted.
§68.1 Intent.

The intent of this part is to set forth standards for the treatment of historic properties containing
standards for preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction. These standards apply
to all proposed grant-in-aid development projects assisted through the National Historic
Preservation Fund. 36 CFR part 67 focuses on “certified historic structures” as defined by the
IRS Code of 1986. Those regulations are used in the Preservation Tax Incentives Program. 36
CFR part 67 should continue to be used when property owners are seeking certification for
Federal tax benefits.

§ 68.2 Definitions.

The standards for the treatment of historic properties will be used by the National Park Service
and State historic preservation officers and their staff members in planning, undertaking and
supervising grant-assisted projects for preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction.
For the purposes of this part:

(a) Preservation means the act or process of applying measures necessary to sustain the existing
form, integrity and materials of an historic property. Work, including preliminary measures to
protect and stabilize the property, generally focuses upon the ongoing maintenance and repair of
historic materials and features rather than extensive replacement and new construction. New
exterior additions are not within the scope of this treatment; however, the limited and sensitive
upgrading of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and other code-required work to make
properties functional is appropriate within a preservation project.

(b) Rehabilitation means the act or process of making possible an efficient compatible use for a
property through repair, alterations and additions while preserving those portions or features that
convey its historical, cultural or architectural values.

(c) Restoration means the act or process of accurately depicting the form, features and character
of a property as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of features
from other periods in its history and reconstruction of missing features from the restoration
period. The limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and
other code-required work to make properties functional is appropriate within a restoration
project.

(d) Reconstruction means the act or process of depicting, by means of new construction, the
form, features and detailing of a non-surviving site, landscape, building, structure or object for
the purpose of replicating its appearance at a specific period of time and in its historic location.
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§ 68.3 Standards.

One set of standards—preservation, rehabilitation, restoration or reconstruction—will apply to a
property undergoing treatment, depending upon the property's significance, existing physical
condition, the extent of documentation available and interpretive goals, when applicable. The
standards will be applied taking into consideration the economic and technical feasibility of each
project.

(a) Preservation. (1) A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that
maximizes the retention of distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial relationships. Where
a treatment and use have not been identified, a property will be protected and, if necessary,
stabilized until additional work may be undertaken.

(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The replacement of intact
or repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.

(3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Work needed
to stabilize, consolidate and conserve existing historic materials and features will be physically
and visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspection and properly documented for future
research.

(4) Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be
retained and preserved.

(5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

(6) The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the appropriate level
of intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration requires repair or limited replacement
of a distinctive feature, the new material will match the old in composition, design, color and
texture.

(7) Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

(8) Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

(b) Rehabilitation. (1) A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that
requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial relationships.

(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property
will be avoided.

(3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.
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(4) Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be
retained and preserved.

(5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

(6) Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

(7) Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

(8) Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

(9) New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

(10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner
that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

(c) Restoration. (1) A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that
interprets the property and its restoration period.

(2) Materials and features from the restoration period will be retained and preserved. The
removal of materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that characterize
the period will not be undertaken.

(3) Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Work needed
to stabilize, consolidate and conserve materials and features from the restoration period will be
physically and visually compatible, identifiable upon close inspection and properly documented
for future research.

(4) Materials, features, spaces and finishes that characterize other historical periods will be
documented prior to their alteration or removal.

(5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize the restoration period will be preserved.

(6) Deteriorated features from the restoration period will be repaired rather than replaced. Where
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will
match the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials.

(7) Replacement of missing features from the restoration period will be substantiated by
documentary and physical evidence. A false sense of history will not be created by adding
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conjectural features, features from other properties, or by combining features that never existed
together historically.

(8) Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

(9) Archeological resources affected by a project will be protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

(10) Designs that were never executed historically will not be constructed.

(d) Reconstruction. (1) Reconstruction will be used to depict vanished or non-surviving portions
of a property when documentary and physical evidence is available to permit accurate
reconstruction with minimal conjecture and such reconstruction is essential to the public
understanding of the property.

(2) Reconstruction of a landscape, building, structure or object in its historic location will be
preceded by a thorough archeological investigation to identify and evaluate those features and
artifacts that are essential to an accurate reconstruction. If such resources must be disturbed,
mitigation measures will be undertaken.

(3) Reconstruction will include measures to preserve any remaining historic materials, features,
and spatial relationships.

(4) Reconstruction will be based on the accurate duplication of historic features and elements
substantiated by documentary or physical evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the
availability of different features from other historic properties. A reconstructed property will re-
create the appearance of the non-surviving historic property in materials, design, color and
texture.

(5) A reconstruction will be clearly identified as a contemporary re-creation.

(6) Designs that were never executed historically will not be constructed.
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Exhibit D
Copy of The National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form (NRHP #06001128), which
is a historic baseline.
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T. DESCRIFTION

Ceneral zite lavent

The Levi Watharbes (Witharbee-Cobligh-5mals) Farmm (MEC Ama A) is locamd in an ames ast and
wontieast of Boxboroagh's old towm centker copsposed of msidential and agricultemal propartics dating
from tha late 16% throngh the 20° cenramiss. Deeloposnt in the immedixte wicimity of the farm consists
of 19* and 20* cantury houses om largs lots, with large sretches of woods and wethinds intersparved.

The npominxted property (MEC Arsa A) comprises 2 sngle 3f-ace parcel of land which sadnalky
descands south from BMiddle Road through am svolved agrcaluml bodicape (MHC 2502) of by
meadows md the mmains of a mid-20 centey Chrisizna: tes farm to 2 woodsd wetland iz the south
portico. A marow stwambed with high banks cowmss south through the west part of the property fom
umall roend farms pond jest below the road (Map £5; Photo £1).  Cutflew of wrater from the pomd is
channgled through 2 cormgated metal cohesrt undar a stooe-reinforced cawssmay or “rom” acows e
pond’s south edge. (Map 210; Photo 1) The grassed surface of the r=n shows the rats of generatons of
wheals of far vehicles.

0= higher groemd alomg the west sdge of the proparty. roaghly pasallsling the steam, is a heavily mtted
st path (MMap £6; Photo B). The path is intervected at two poizts by Seldstoms walls tat may coce have
formwd part an anclosem, althomgh comestly openings o the walls, once pachaps fted with wooden
Futes, stand open.

Most of the sast and west property bommdanies of the famm are lined with Seldstone wally Pdap 27). A
ling of decidnous meas follows the sast boendary wnll, 2nd wattered buthes 2nd tregs, inchnding a fow old
or wild apple tress, are pressnt on the wust past of the property i the ama of the pond and cartpath.
Clhozaps of taltiam and othsr pemary svergresa tress mmaining from a 2th-century tree farm oooupy past
of the cenbar portion of the farm.

The Lavi Watherbos Homsa stands close to the somth wdge of Middle Road. Fest east of S housa, a shest
asphak drive, Bned om the st with mapls trees, kads o the sarhy 192)s bam A few fost north of the
bam is the ¥ i ° x 11 %" robble-tased comcwie sleb menaming from the gabl-roofed, clapboanded
milkhonse of about 1950, whoch was tomn down o the 1990, A fow ]I.'.F'-:m‘h.u::." whads weew taken domm
after the town of Bowhomowgh bought the fom in 1994, tut & small jcsbowse of ca. 1904 mlocated fom
ancther Boxborough farm = 1998, stand: on a seall knoll south of the bam.  The mamains of 2 siope
strncture, reported to henre been a toomel leading from the honse celler fo the bank of the pond (also likeky
to haws bean used as a root cellar), are sl in place mndersreend just southarest of the honsa.

Prior to 1636, the bne of Middle Road paused just south of e famhouss, mther than porth. Through
Weeld War I, apple srchards and meadows ocoupied most of the property om both sides of the streams,
leaving onky a szmall chared amea around the bomse 2nd owtbuildings at the north-northeast edes of the
FropsIy

{contimed)
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MMap £1. Phoros 1-3)

The farmbowss: in its present foom is a 34 x 28-foot sowth-facing, side-gabled. 3 x 2-bay, 2%-story, ceanier-
chimney houss. Dus to the mbocation of Middle Road, the tmilding stands with its back to the strest.
Clad in wood claphoard, with an asplalt-shingle roof, it msts on a Seldstons foundation topped with split
granite hlocks. Its sowth facade is symmetrically aranged The: center sxiry has a mdd 1Sth-century door
with what were apparently six recessed pamels immmed with applied mwoldngs. The top two panels have
bean replaced with 2 ling of toee glaw lights. The door suround comsists of 2 sieple sofremement of
wide, mnxdormed boards. Simdlarly, the windews bave flat-board sermounds flush with the siding. The
sast and wws? gzble-end elevetions, which appear to bove formerly bad 2 syomettcal fwo-bay
arrampamant of openings aligned 2t firt 2nd second stories and a single 46 window @ the gable peak,
sach bave besn slightly alered. The sast wall has a woodsn 20th-centry, S-light-over 2-panel door m
the noeth postion, and the wrest gable end has two wmall pdd Hh-centery tao-pans kiichen windows oo
the south part, rather than a single window. Cm the mear {porth) wall, two /55 are aligned at sach story,
wol somewhat cf-canter toward the cast pagt of the wrall.

mid-186h C./anlarped ca. 1B00-1815 [(MEIC3;

Except for the two modem windows oo the west gable szd, 2ll the windowrs are double-hung &-owar-£
smsh.  Some sash is of the mid 19%century type with mumow cgee mwunfins; others am lame 66
replacements. The saegicr wim mclades a molded, boxed corzics with retamns om the gable sods, and
marrow comerboards. Balowr the eaves on the north and south walls is 2 prominent bed molding above 2
zarow Tiezeboard adormed with a nameor architeve molding. A melding with a sizilar prefile mims the
lowes edge of the crow along the saves and at e zable ands of the oot

The large brick center chirmgy mwes through the roof ridge. Thres small bex venslators ca the soutk
ﬁentrmfﬂnpnmiminmaltﬂnﬁmnfﬂuhﬁiﬂ* ranbary.

Tha bouse &5 arremged on 2 comventicnal fwo-room-deap, cemr-chirmey plam, with 2
]ubb]uhm-nmﬂlﬂ:rﬂm wtair in freat of the chirmey, 2 rocm to either wWde 2t each story, and, across

the back, a booad cezter room with specialized spaces partttomed af either and. Az emclowed mar siraay
at the mortheast comer ascends to the main rear scond-siory room. Betwssn the stairaay aod the rear
wall of the Emi-story southesst room i a vestbale leading to the mortheast side entry. A wmall roons in
the nortimrest comer of e st story, now a combization pazoy and lavatory, pochably begez as 2

a5 did the szall room abeve it at the second story, which was comvarted te 2 bathroom = te
19205 or 19305,

The boase a5 taxed in 1798 s oze story and kod pize windows comtaining 73 squame feet of glass—a
dewcripdon that segeests it maay have besn a three- or Swe-btay Cape-Cod boase 2t that ttme.  Featazes of
the building fame provids evidemca that the bailding was raised from oze sory shorthy after 1600, Cme-
shory-high posts with dared ganstock”) shoulders 2w detectable emder later casimgs at bod rear cornars.

{continmed)
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Whils the fare is not readily obwiows in the fromt posts, they project deeply ito the rooms, segzesting
that a pmstock post eay b hidden insids the siraight wertical casing 2t cach fromt corner. In addition, the
front and mear fimt-story givts (formerly the plates) are planed and carved with a fine beveled chansfor
with lamb's-tomane stop—a fnish detail that &z characterstc of First Pedod-style Samang that had gooe
omt of faskion well bafors 1750, Such decosative features raise the question of whethar &e Arat story of
this homse, which is refermed to as lade as 1764 a5 “Lavi Wistharbes's new honse,” was actmily standing in
the second quarter of the 16* cantury, and if o, whether “new™ muy mean that it was moved to the farm
froes another location.

Contrary o the Fint Period chamacter of the lower frame, most of the sunviving frst-story finish of the
bouse iz of a fype consistent with the latter part of the 18%- and sarly part of the 15 confumies. With the
axception of &e font and rear girts, the posts. and girts, and tho cast-wast sumoser beams in e font
rooms ame covered by casimgs—some besded, some plain The walls and the mest of the cedlings are
plastered The soutkmrest foom hes teen altared by it 2(th-cemmry cozversica to 2 kitchen amployizng
thu rense of sopss sarlier exatrial (such as the cabinet door mads Som the lower kalf of an 16*-canfery
pamsled door), and its wast foeplace wall is coversd with mid 20th-ceptery imitation brick. In the
sontheast and nosth rooms, howrever, Sreplaces repmin relatively intact.

h'ﬂ:ﬂmﬁnﬁ]g_fm_[ﬁ.ﬂmﬁmplu&nmhhxknﬂ.i.n for a stovepipe and the trim updated toward the
middle of the 19* centery. (Photo 10.) It cantelpiece is a simple compesition of very wide boards,
inchdi=mg 2 broad fieze and a thick manie] shelf backed by a low board with a rised center secticn,
which probably indicates a mmodaling date batwreen 1530 and 1850, A wide deorway with a pair of 33
pazsled doors in the nosth wall of the pasrlor appsars: be an alteraticn of e eardy 20th century.

The large freplace In the rear coiginal fitchen has angled sdewralls (Fhoto 11 and 12} Its bake oven is
located just west and cutside of the main frebox The cmantel, which kas 2 peaited board above a wimple
mantal shelf simedlar to that im the scotheast parler, probably represemts amother peid 19-pantery
menovation. The kitchen fireplace wall iv fniched with horizomtal planed beoards, which ang also nsed o a
pair of doors o a cabinet 2bove the freplace. Cther walls of the mear secton of the bouse—-the east and
wall, and perttoms of the rear wall mxide a large L-thaped comer cupbeard, are covered with herizontal
pamsling embellivhed with a very pamrow bead.  Vertical beaded board of the same type formn the sast
wall of the litte northwnest noom, and alse encloses the back stairway in the northeast comer.

Dhoors to the front lobby sotmance Som the rooms on either side ame 2 4pazel late 18" -century fype., with
the pansl raised on cne side and recessed on the other, and ung oo H-and-L hingss. The closed-string.
threg-ren sizdr kas a typical Federal-pariod bahsmade of square dewrels pliced oo the dizgozal, a heawy
moldad railing, and 3 %" square sewnl poats.

Second story. The charactar of zmch of the: wecond story is more elaborate and fomeal than e fret, and
inchdes eany skmants of the fulhy denveloped Fedaral style—a dacorative vocabelary comsistant with the
raising of the tmilding fo fwo shories o the early years of the 15 centmry. The cedlings af this story are
felly phistered, with no sum=mer beams visthls in the roop:; the commer posts have beaded cacings.

{contomed)
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The fnely sxscwied woodwosk in the tano fromt wpetairs rooms ndicates the: Important states of the sarly
19 -canrery owmars, and suggests the presence i the Bexborongh arsa of o highly skilled carpenter and
jomsr. Here the doors ame §-panel. with the rdsed-panel side facing the rooms. They are hemg on H-
kinges, and have broad, molded casings. The wosdwrork in the soetirest chambar incledes o barpe oges
crown molding The wmall Sreplace in that room (clossd over for a stovepipe) bas a low Federal mantel
with a Ene of diamond cut-outs adoming the fricee.

The gomtheast chamber is the most stylish room in the houss, with an even larger and more alaborts
comice than that in the sowthwest clamber. (Photo 5.) The walls ame ringed with 2 besded-board dado
trimmed with a molded basshoard at the bottom and a ling of Snely-carved wertical meding wnder 2
mobded chadr rail at the top. The cantelpiccs of e small brick freplacs i an rotwtanding sxarmple of
Fedaral-style carving. The fiexe is decormted with squares of altemating weetical and berirontal reeding.,
and above it 5 & Goe of wvertical meding ender a wimple mantel shelf The mwolding of the fSreplace
surroend matches that at the doorarays.

The presance of mch stylish Fodoral wosdwork consitent with detailing seen in bonses of ca. 1600-1813
in the Boxborough ama raises the questiom of whether Lend and Dorothy Wetherbes's soo-in-law,
cabimstmaker Sanmel Stevens, may have soecuted some of it after his marriage o their danghtor Lucy in
1814, Futume comparisoss with woodwork in other tuildings in the vicinity may balp to detsrming whe
the carpsmter may have besn.

The wouth wall of the larpe rear wcond-story moom hes 2 toy Smplace with a mxolded sumoend, 2nd 2
door to a narmow closst beside it bemg on H-and-L binges. (Photo 13.)

Hardwass throaghont the bailding incladas H- and H-and-L hingss, Snffolk bichos, and lS"‘-:.nmm':.'mb
irom latches and caramic knobs. Iren crames ramain & the rear kitchon Sreplaca.

Astic and cellar stmonre  The attic and cellar mnvsal mmch about the post-and-beans, stud-framed
building. The roof is 2 mfer-and-purlis fype, with beany bewn maftars, § x €7 in their wppar sectons.,
temoned into a Hrw-iided ridee purlis. Five sets of hemm purling, contimmous from one snd of the roof o
tho other, are set info menches on the catids of the rafier, and support vertically-omiented roof boards.
From sach tie-beam, a short hrace mses ot an angle to the mfier above it, where it is wooned Imo e
timstear. Tha rear plabe, except for a splice near the center, measemes 97 x 97 There am indicaticns that
the area arownd the chimney was altred at an sarty date, and that the chimney, though sill substantial in
vive, may have bosn rednced somewkat in circemferencs. A short purlin in front of the chinwmey has &
rowgh, concave mear side, suggestng that the chimsgy onoe rested against f—maiung the gueston of
whether the fromt of the budlding many hanre been mised befom the mar section

A callar with an womortared fieldstone foendation exists ender the sotre building sxcept for the center
area from the Helditone chismey base to the rear wall Cwoe notabls fusfre is the rectangular miche
located im the sast side of the chimeey base. The niche measuzes about 2 oot high, and has o dressed-
granite lintel and a larpe stona for a bass.

{contimmed)
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The east part of the cellar feor is paved with large fat stones. The frst-floor poists in the Soot part of e
bonse are prmanly heavy slespars remming in an sast-west directiom, approximately § by § inches in
dimgnsion, placed about 287 oo cemiee. The mmder sides of the subioor boards visthle bensath the
wonthwrest room axe plancd. Beosath the mear roons the joists run mosth to sowth, and the seb-Hooring there
is vartical-szwm.

In the 2™ centery, Stedle family mapshers literally loft their park on the cellar. In the camant of the
comcrete tulidhead, which projects south from the west part of the fromt foundation wall, Fwssell and
Thomas Stesls mmcribed &e following- “1%48 BBS-TAS™ Occasional repairs were mads to the cellar
framing. and on one replaced section of a girt, “1%40-Rassall™ i bumed inte e wrood.

Seeele Barn 1941 [MEC=4; Map 22, Phetos 1, 3, &) Thomas A Steals, builder.

The 36" x 42" bam, criginally tmilt a5 an appls bam, stands with its pain gable facing the short drireway
which muns past the sast end of the houss Som hiddls Boad. Tie tmilding is of sid comstrocton
witlizing modam dimensionod lunsher, and is sided with clapboard. The gabled roof is asphalt shingla:
the foundation is largely concruie and Geldstons.

The sast wall of the foundation incorporates the upper portion. of twre wmall slate 1 Sth-rentery FRvesONGS
(Map £11; Fhotos 14 and 17) meporied o be fSom taro Wetharbes family graves in the Meorth Burying
Groend.  According to local residants, the tac marker: wem 2mong the siones displaced by the 1832
bricane, and were brought eoto the propecty by the Steeles. Both are wmall shouldered stones, about &
inches wide. The morthemnmost i decomabed with a schematic sunflowwr motf, sot xfo 2 circle, = tha
tympanum and on sach shoulder The othar stone, lacated south of the doorway, has an expesthy carved
charob or angel’s head Sanked by wings. Mo ecriptions am visible on either stoms.

The bam stands oo part of the site and foendation of & sHehthy larger bam that bumed down. The north
side of that sarlier bom was bailt mie the killvide, and i had a cellar that was opso fo the soath, whers the
presant bam now bas 2 full foundation wall. Some parts of the old Seldstone foundatics- or barmyasd
walls extend sowth of the bedlding. where they sanve to funce o the mamre ares. which presently is paved

The fanestation of the bam ncledes foe stanchion windowrs aleng the Jower part of the south wall {mro
Spans windows and thres with tao panes divided borizontally), oo moms: f-pane windows oo the north
wall, and oos 172 in the cemter of the west alonaticn. A 646 window cconpies sach gable peak . The main
vekicle eniry, centered in the east gable end, has a larpe two-part sBding, exterior-mounted door of
tongue-and-groote vertcal boards. A 33-sath windew & Jocated scud of the deorway, and a Bxed §-
pams window oocupies the wall north of the door. Two walk-in doors ans bocated at sach end of the:

{continmed)
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north alevaticn. The one ot the wst kas B panes over pamels; the door at the sast, which fornverly opemied
omio a short passags to the demoliched malkhowse, is a batten door of fongue-and-groowe vartical boards.
Anpther narrow sofry with & woodsn door located just west of cemter in the south wall was wsed for
mamms disposal.

The first story of the barn inferior i arrenged in thres eqeal adsles, with tane wets of B-inch-squars woodan
Pt mamying by front-to-tack beams on wither side of the broad cemter aizle. Most of the space
reins ity deteriorating coat of paint or whitewash. The south adsle was used as the cow te-up affer
Burpes F. Steals bought his brothers cows @ about 1945 The mamre gutier in the conczete foor thare
bas recemtly been Slled in with conczets, bat the famemnsk of the cow stanchions memains. The lof
Hooring on exposed jodsts forms @ cedling over all of the £t Soor space wxcept the froot portico of the
canter atide. From them, the moof structurs of two sets of I x 47 mafbers, one above the other, &5 visible.
The lowwr and upper rafters mest at a singles puriin, whers the joint is reinforced with a triangular-boand
brace at sach set of mfters. A short collar tie spans sach wpper rafier pair just bolow the roof ndge. Theare
is mo ridge pole, ot the metal ides track for hoisting hay or apple boxes & still in place.

Richardwen Ieehemse, ca 1908 (MHC 25, Map 23, Photes 1 and 7))

Inm the late 1980s, wolemizars fom the Boxboronsh Hiioncal Society diomantied a spwall ca. 1904 gahls-
roofed icebouse oo the Gerge Bichardson Farm on Stow Road, and reassensbled it on this property. It
stands now i the poadtion where a shed of about the same size shoeod in the 19405 and "50s. Doimg the
procass of meconstruction, about two feet of the lower post and walls kad to be removed due to
dericration. The cuter walls are clad in wood shingles., some of which stll bear their red paint. After
the building was meved the roofing was replaced with wood shingles: and the west side wall was rebelt.
Typical of an icebonse, the litle truildmg had fmner walls of chestout boards nailed to & ide of the
studs. Thoss boards are pressntly stored in the bam, awaiting mimtllaton.  Alie typical of a turn-of-
the-century icshowse, the building has oo windows, and there are thres namow, vertical-board doors, coe
above the other, i e center of & porth gable-sod wall Projectizng above them at e gable peak is 2
borizontal bracket attacked o the mdee pole. whare the boist for the ioe blocks was mounkd. Despite
heing mecanthy moved, the icehouss retains #s integrity and comtributes to the nomization 2 an smample
of a type of budlding that was cocs foend on this proparty.

Archasalegical Description

TWhile no ancient Mative American sites ame cumendy located on the Lend Watharbes Farm, sites may be

presant. Thoos sites are mecorded in the general 2ma (within cne mils). Environmsnnl chaacterstics of

the property represent locatonal critera (zlope, soil dmimage, proxiesty to wetlands) tat are fnoonbls

for the prevence of ancient sites. Well-dmized, level to mederasly sloping weraces, and other landferms

are located throughout the farm in close proximity to stoeams, ponds, and swamplands. An uzmansed

siream with connected famm pomds dradn sewtherly throngh the cemtral porticn of e proparty to wetlands
{continmed)
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in the southern part of the farm. The uzmemed stream i a oibutary of Beaver Brook and the Murimack
River. Given the information presented above, the size of the farm, and knomm Natve wettlement
informaticn for the Mumimack River dminage and the wplands of north cenxtral Massackmsetts, 2 high
potential ssts for locating ancient Mathve American sites oo the nominated proparty. Smaller campisites
and special parpose type sites may charactorize most potemtial sites in the ama.

A high potential alvo exdsts for locating historic archesological resounces om the Levi Wistherbes Farm
Stuctural evidencs and constuction features may exist froos beildng the Wetherbos House, its partal
movemant o the property in ca. 1750 and'or momations made afier the bowse was built  Stractomal
eridemce may alse survive fom at least two barms, 2 @, 1950 milk howse, 3 oumober of 18" toomgh 20
cantery oatbuildings, and 2 shene smacteme soathwest of the bomse. The existing Steele Barn is locamd ca
the site of an earlier and larger barm. Portons of the sarlier bam's foundation wall may sxist in the area
today. Tha sast wall of the Steale Bam's foundation alse incorporates fwo granvestnngs criginally located
on Wethertes Fapsily graves i the MNorth Bunial Groend. BMost sarly cuttuilding lorations are mnkoown:
bowever, 3 mumshber of 20 cantary sheds wene ruporidly Gken down whan the Town of Boxborough
purchased the farm in 1984 A concrete slab north of the Stecle barn masks the stte of a ca. 1930 milk
bouse demelished in the 1550, The stone stmectew southnwsst of the bouse reportedhy marks the site of 2
tunnel that bed fom the honse cellar to the bank abovs the pond. The strecters may have besn used as
root cellar. Ocoupational-related fuatares (Trash pits, privies, wells) may sxist in the arsa sarmounding the
bonse, bams, and onthedldings.

(emd)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Levi Watherbeo Farm, whdch inchides owar 36 acmes of a swespimg calmmlagriculteral badecape and 2
farmstuad with an eolarged 1Bth-cemiory farmbowse and a pair of sarly 20th-cemtnry outhwildings, mests
Criteria A and C of the National Register at the bocal lovel. The complex mests Critericn A for i rels i
orar 2040 years of te developmeat of the noal hndicaps and the agricultaral econcnyy of Boxborough, and
fior its ocoupancy by members of lomgtinws local fanvliss who shaped the town's development in every
historical pericd. The proparty was fumed by too guneratiomns of Wetharbess frome at least the Lake 18
through the mid-1%th cenfemies, and subseguently by Wetkarbes in-laws Phineas Houghion and Epbraies B.
Coblaigh fopy 1836 to 1906, It evolved imto ome of the meost prodective farmw i 207 century Boxborough
undar the Steels family, whan it was the cochand and dadry farm of Burpes Clark Steals and his son, Burpes
Franklin Steala.

The farm mweets Crtedon O for its wellpresarved surviving architectural and agricolrenl resources fom
several bistomic paricds. The 1Eth-cantery farmbouse, appamntly snlarged at the torm of the 159™ centary, is
am gxcollant sxample of 2 tmee-bay, cantur-chizmey bouse mited fom oz to fwo stories.  The building
displays a continnem afmmmﬁm:hnnpgi'mdﬂmﬁlrhﬂhnm af the frst story fo high-style
Faderal woodwork in the twe fromt chambers. The cxtant bam is an instracthes example of am carty 1540s
zppls bam mdited fir dairy farming, and the Gitle Fichardiom Iosbouse, thowgh moved to the site,
mprusents the semdal of & mpidly vamishing local tmilding type of the sarly 2ith ceptery. The farm
landscape, with 15 wmall faree pond, Seldstone walls, caasearay, cart path, Salds of bay, remaiming goves
of cultivated Christmas tress and a fow lngering apple tress. retzins an abendance of wvidence of having
bean in contizsons agriceiural use for over o canteTias.

In spite of somws altsrtions to the house, some changes over tme in the type of agricalters pursued, and the
Loss of faro older barns and the mid-}0® cantery pvilkhowe, the fares rotwins intogmity of seifing, location,
desizn, materials, wotkmanship, fealing, and ausociation.

Backeround and easly history.

Arcording to desd 2nd gunsalogical messarch by local historiams, i the wecond belf of the 18th cemtury this
property, bying st cast of what was to become the fown center of Boxborongh, was part of the Lrpe
heldings of Sidas Wetherbee, 2 mandwon of John Wetharbes, II of Stow, cme of Boxborough's ongmal
suttlers, who in the late 1Tt cemiury had owned a major portion of the land that ultinately became the towmn
of Boxboroagh In 1773, Sils Witharbes gaws thres: scres on Hill Boad opposite the head of Middis Road
tehnwda:amtqghnmmdbmulwumdmfmﬂmmmnﬂ:ﬂhanil other outlying farmers
of Stow, Harvard, amd Littieton hoped fo establish That year, hawing formed a new melighons wociety, thay
acquired e old mestingheouss i Hamand, dismantled 5t and began fo meconstuct & overlooking the
intersecticn of Hill and Middle Boads. In 1783, the District of Boxborongh was offcially ectabliched, with

the mestmghonse at its approximate canter.

A fow famhonses were standing pear the mestinghonse o February of 1754, when. 5fas scld his sen Levwi
Wecherbee (1 745-1825) 50 acres of land, 2 bouse, half of a brilding refered to as the “old bouse,” and half
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of a bam, all located dowm the kdll to the sast of the mestnghomse, oo today's BMiddle BEoad. The belk of
the property conveyed was located a short distance sast of the nopvinated farm.  (The “old houss,” which
stood on that sast section, 5 & referance to what had besn Lend's prior msidence, a two-story dwelling with
only two wmall windows. That part of &e propesty was sold to another farmer in 1T87)) The second home
menticnsd in the deed Som Lend's frther is nnderstood o be to this Sombouse at 454 Middle Road As
recorded in the 1758 federal Dizwct Tax canses, it was then cnly one story, bt lasger in footprint than the
othar bouse, with pmy mxore windews and a higher walue. Town mcceds of 1784 show that in the latter
part of that year Middls Road was laid out lesding west from a point near “Levi Wetherbes's old honse,”
past his "o bonse,” over a small brook, and from thers to the commen. By 1798 Leni Wetherbas kad
appamuntly acquired more Land, as in that year be is lsted as cwning 537 acres oz both sides of “the road
loading sast from the mweetinghonse and common ™

Aleng with bis fadher, Levi Wetherbes was coe of the founders of Boxborough, having besn oo of &
subscribers in the purchese of the former Harvard meetinghouss. He and his wife Dorotiy (Taylor) had
frve children. Two died young, and taro later rosided on the f2mme as aduks. Ono of the lather wras dedr
youngest som, John Wetkarbes. The other was thedr danghter, Lucy (k. 1791), whe mamied catdnetmaker
Sarveel Stovems in 1614, They subseqmnty moved to Mardborough, and then lived in Bolton for seveml
yuam. Adfter har besband died in aboat 1825, Lucy and bor young son, Lenvd Watharbes: Sterans (5. 1815),
moved back to the frm o live with her parents, whers they remained unti] Lend Stevems’ marmiags in 1841

Leni Wotherbes ouned the farm wxtl hiz death in 1529, wherenpon it came ixto the possession of his sen,
Jokn Wetherbee (1600-1858). Alic known as Jobn Wetherhes I, be mamied M. Susannah (Haypward)
Fairhanks in 1836 The Watharbos farmbhowmie must have besn somewhat crownded for the mext savumal
yuams, when the bhowsebold included at least six people, and i some years more. Susazmah Wetharbes
hrought with her twe woms fom ber two fommer mamiages, and Lecy and Levi Stevuns wre s4ill lving thare
3 well Thres mons danghter wwre born o Johs and Susannah betwoeen 1543 and 1850,

Jobn Wetherbtes was the Second Lieutunamt of the Boaborongh Light Infantry Comypany at the time of its
feunding around 1838-1840. Lend Stevems was also a memsber of the compamy. In 185, Jobn Watharbes's
fare was valued at $3,000. Like mest Bexborough farmars of the tme, be was stll sogaged in genemal
farming, mising some lvestock and a vadety of gaim, though be prodoced 300 pownds of chesss in that
yuar—an indication that be alvo bad deweloped a specialfy in dairyimg He is oot Hsted as having any
orchards at that tims.

A fow yuam later, John Watherbes gave up fameing. He sold the farm, and in 1855 moved with his Semily
to Wast Acton. Im 1556, after a period of sevemal months whsn the property was owned by a neighbor,
Banjapsin W. Prigst, the Watharbes farm, appamuntiy meduced by abowt 20 acmes, was acgeired by farmar
Phineas Henghoon (1815-1885), who owned it for the mext ox years. His St wife, Salty (Trylor), had
died in 1651, anﬂ.h'}"ﬂ:n'hmu-hn'h-mg]:dﬂu farm, b was remarmied to Mary A Wetherbes, danghtar of
nuighbonng farpwar and Wetherbes milaton Andrewr Watkarbos, In 1850 the Houghtons, Eke Jobn and
Smanmab Wetharbes bafore them, were sopaged = & form of puixed apmiculure. Whils tie cverall vales of
the farm bad declined to 33,000, Mr. Houghton had developed something of a specialty in lbrestock,
gaming the second-higheat butchering mrome In toan frons the antmals he slangkeered
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In 1852-53, the farm wan owned briedly by another Watherbos relative, Dianiel Wecherbee. In 18£3 it was
acgaired by ancther man whe marmicd into the Wethertse family, Ephraim Brewn Cobleigh (1833-1204)
Duscsnded from » longtime local farming famity, be Jost bis meother when be was twmbee, and by the age of
17 had loft Boxborcagh to Sind werk, Afier 2 boef employment at a shoe factory in Bolten, be taveled
throwgh the southemn siates for sevemal menths, In 18352 b exlisted in the TS, Amey, and spent fve
atvenhrons years in the cavaby with Co. B., 2nd Regiment Artillery. Dhring bis time in the canaby be
took part iz the se-called "Wamje War™ i Mear Maxico, went ca sconting expeditions aith Kit Carsen and
“Mlexican Fack,” and baraly ascaped Srom captivity at an Indian camp. In 1637 ks was a member of 2 party
of soldisrs who surveysd the rowte of the Sowthem Pacific Radboad.

Ephrmim Cobleigh remmed to Boxborongh in 1857, and by 1860 ha had talen np shos mammfcheing on 3
spall scale. In 1661 he mamed eightesn-year-old Fosella Wetherbes, donghter of Capt Andmar
Watherbes (Levi Wetherbes's grand-pephew, and Dizxde] Wietherbes s brother). Fosella died in childboth
in 1884, shorthy after they bonght the fares. Ephmdm later pammied Salinds Holden of Shizley—appesantly
the young domestic servant Hsted as part of the Cobleigh household on the cemsms of 1853

Ephraim Ciobleigh served the towm in 2 wariety of potittons in the lather part of the 19th cexfury. He was
Town Clark for over a dozen years, and Selectman for ot least Sfteon years. He was also one of the kst
propristors of the “Bigelow Store.” the large genara] store oo FHill Road at the towmn conmon. Lilke most of
his nedghbors, heaever, be was primeanty 2 farmer during the prosperons local agricultenal economy that
developed thromgh the latter part of the 19™ cemfury, a period when Boxborough's agricaluml prodoctios
was at ifs beight. DMr Cobledgh was ooe of Boxborough's meost progressive farmoses and the primcipal
founder of cze of its two importest aericeliure] organizations, the Boxborongh Famear's Chnb. The club
was orgamired hare in the: frmhouse cm March 2, 1574, with Mr. Coblaigh s the fimt Presidant, a position
that he hald for the next %o years. He alse served as the club's Treasurss for at least two years. (Cther
officars imcheded bis first father-in-lawr and taro of ks brothars. )

Under Epbrains Coblaizh’s ownembip, the old frm typified &e specialization and mreased prodectvity
taking place in mamy Massachnsetts smioulhmal towns after the Chil War., Abhough by the time be bought
tho farps in 1B63 it had beoon redeced to 35 acres and was not among the largest in Boxborough, it soen
becams ome of the mwat profiaable, as its owner took advandags of Improssments in agmicultoral techmology
and of the booadsning marikets of te post-Chvil War pedod. By 1670, ke many Beoxborough farmars, Mr.
Cobleigh was saill grewing a varisty of grams, producing busier, and had a mbstantial orchard tmt bo had
also expandsd ivin market gardening, for which his profit wes the highest in town in that year. By 1880,
whils be stll engaged in market gardenizmg and like his eighbor: wa wellng milk frops bds cows o te
Beston market, be bad greatly expanded hiz fmit prodecton as well He had cochards of both 2pplos and
pears; in fact, of the five Boxborough farmers whoe had pear crchards, at 300 e, his was by far the
largest. Raiwing grapes had become a popular specialty in Boxbhorongh by that tinve, as well, and in 1879, of
the fiftecs farmer: who had vingyards, he had the second highest prodection—3. 000 pounds.

Epbruim Cobleigh died = 19048, and for the mext two years the farmbhouse was appamsotly mnocoupied
sxcaupt for a feck of chickons moosting in the wcond-story rocms. In 1908, e propesty was sold ot of the
faredly whan it was purchaced by Borpes Clark Steele, who owmed it for the: naxt sevantesn years. “B. C.7
Steqle had memipaied fom Mo Scota to Boxborongh ix 1866, He quickly becams widely knowms for his
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sxtezsive apple orchards af a time whea Boxborough, Hke several of the sumounding towns, was maching
the height of its reputation 2z an apple-growing comewemity. At their peak, his crchards are sadd to have
sxtemded sast as far as Liberty Square Boad in the sast part of towm. A promoter as well a5 a grower, ki
Steale wsed ome of the frt moterized trucks i town to ranspert apples to Boston, where be parketsd thaps
himself A pewspaper article about the opening of the new memicipal market in Bestom’s South End
highlighted B. C. Steals and his "big motor trock™ delhvering the market's Smt load of apples, fom which
Beston Mayoer Tapses Michael Curley and City Coungile=an Jobm I Attmidpe bonght a box sach.

B. C. Smele was cne of the it schoolas dovers in Boxborongh (voms w2y be was the frst), begimnmsg
with a bors-dream “bargs” and progressing to @ motorized bus. He is alse credited with ngging up the first
road plow, and w=s a Boxberough bighwey surveyor for memy years. An accomplished swrper, during
World War I Mr. Stecle sarved with a group of local men as part of the American Forestry Expeditionary
Forces in Scofland and France—a civilian foros that went to nosthern Scotland in 1917 to cut timbar for the
Brtish govemment. Cme of B. C's soms, Cliffom Stesle, alwo saw action dring the war, and nasrowiy
survived the snking of his troop ship Tuscania.

Crhoer the years, as the Steals children grew up, the soting fmily was mvobved = farming, both in thedr
paants’ archards and for some of them, oo their ows frms nearby. B. C. Stesle’s st wife, Mastha Jans
{Wallar), and fwo of their tm childen disd of fyphoid fever when the farme's well was contamminated m
1911, Am infant dmghter died a year later. In 1903, Mr. Stesle married Floresce Diodge, whio serived hins
aftar hin death m 1829

Im 1925, howawer, B C. Steels comeeyed the frm to ks won, Burpes Frankdis {"B. F.7) Stesls, who had
takem over ity managamsant in 1923, B F. Stesls had marmicd Myrtle Momsen of Concord a year sarlisr, and
they continned to oparate an sxtensive apple-growing busdness on the old farm. They had weatherod most
of the Gruat Depresson when disaster stuck the famm in Septemsbar 1938, when the et Homicans
destroyed the main barn where both the town school buses and & year's madn apple crop wers stored. In
1541 the S3esles replaced the damaged bam with the pressnt cne a thort distancs o the north, oo the site of
amother bam which kod burned down several yean sarlier. The new bedlding was constucted by Burpes
Franklin's brother Thomas A Swals, coe of S most prolific eid-20* cenmury Tuilders in the Boxhorough
R

To pick apples during the yean of the Second World War, bke cofiwr farmers in the amea, the Steeles
szoploved Grrman prisomers whe weee housed 2t earby Fort Devens.  Afier the war, however, & became
increasinghy difficelt oo Snd employess o work the orchards, and e Stesles bremchod out min dairy
farpuing.  Amother brother, Wilbur (Bdl), @ spite of having besn disabled in a sarious szwmoill accident, bad
kept cows on a peighboring farm. In abeut 1546, after Bill's mowing pamalysis fom rheumatedd arthritis
prevented him from caring for his anieals, Bupee F. Steele bought the cows and bowsed them om the
ground floor of his pew barm In about 1950, their brother Tom comstucted the wmall gable-roobed,
tlapboard milchomse, of which the stone and concrete tase remaing just of the nordheast commer of &
pressntbam.  Dhairying, and scow besf-catile raising. continued on the farm untl 159565
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Bazpes Frezklin Stesle mocesded bis father as both 2 school-tus duiver and highway serveyor. He was
closaly imvohved with Boxborowgh's rosds woill the day be died, when in May of 1977 be suffered 2 heast
attack while clearing away & frea hroken Ty a Eeak mowstorm.

Afier B. F. Steeds died, his scn, Ressell Stesle, mised Choisteas tress on past of the farm for a mumbar of
years. In 1991, Myrile Eteals mvoved away, and in 1994 the fapsily sold the famm, including the eotire
meomaining 38 TR, the old Wetharbes: Brmuhouss, the Seels bam, milkhonsa, and » faw sheds, 1o the Tomm
of Boxwhorough.

Since that tma, the wpkesp and mamagerwnt of the proparty have been cvemsen by a tomn advisory
committes, with most of the madnivnance being dome by commueity volustesrs. The milkhonse and thros
szmall sheds wers form down i the mid-1990x, but in the late “P0s, the ca. 1904 ishouss fom the
Fichandson Farm in the south part of town was mowved to 2 site jost sonth of the bamn.

Today, nnder the name Stesle Farm, the Levi Weterbos Famm is used for passive recreation, and sopss of
tha land is still meowm for hay. The bam is presently nsed for gunsral town storage, and plans am nnderaray
to utilize the homse, bam, and iceborse Sor public historical'sdnrationa] prerpoves, and to lease some of the
land to livestock ownens for pasmage.

Archasolomical Significance

Since patterns of ancient MNathve American seftlsnwsnt in Boxborough are poorly undarstood, amy sendving
sites could e significant  Althomgh sumerons ancient sites bave been idextified within the Mormimack
Biver drainags and its nearby tobmiaries, the Concord, Sudbery, and Assabet Brver draimages, femrer sibes
hnbmrmnhdalengmmnmlmﬂ.hﬂmm streany including the Beawr and Biver Meadow Brook
mwahbﬂmmmmﬁumurmmmm]m ml:'lmﬂnm:gu.
Ancient Native Amserican sites in the wicizdty of the Levi Wetherbee Farm may conbibate i
information that idenfifies the mnge of fnctioml and teeporal varshility between sites in the Bsaver
Brock dmimage and thair relaticodhip to Mathee seftlapsants along $he main drinage of the Merrimack River
and its major tibutaries. Informatos may ale be presest that clanfies the relaticoship and regmomal
importance of tes and mescurces aleng the Beawer Brook dramage to larger titataries of the Murmimack
Biver such as the Concord, Sudbary and Assshat River dmizages. Ancient sites in the wicinity of the Levi
Witherbos Farm and the Beaver Brook dminage may mepresent a sexsomal (fanctional aspect of a
subsistence and settlament syvtum that foruses om brgar sites along the Mamimack Kiver drainape and other
tributamies listed above. Sites in this area cam also copfaim srvidsmcs of exchanges bedween mvors imerior
porticoes of the Morimack Rivwer draizags and dewnsteam coastal ansas.

Hiteric archasclogical reources descabed above have the potential to conimbute important informaticn
melated to the svohton of the farmstad fom the 15* dwough 2P centmiss, the social, coltural, and
sconomic chamacteristics of the farm's inhabitants, and the agcultinr] developments that pade the fammy
one of the most productsrs in 2 century Boxborough.
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Additional architectual meesarch combimed with archasclogical servey and testing may conbaie
informatics that accurstely defines the inftial constucton date for the home. Stuctural evidence Foo the
houss, constuction fuatures, and artifact evidence fom the contents of cccupaticzal-related foatores may
support or meject a pre-1730) comstructicm date as indicated by finish details med @ the Bt foor
architecture. Eunﬂ.m'uthﬂchmla.nda.n:hﬂ-c{opmlm1hnmm} also indicate that portions of the howse
were mxoveed to the present locattom by 1730 or later. Inforpaton described above may alwe decumsnt
changes that ocouwmed o the howse during major rebailding o the sarky 19° camhiry.

Additiozal decumentary ressarch combingd with archasological sarvey, wmsting, and detailed mapping may
2lso locats the sites of bams, outbwldings, and ooupatioml-rolaied fatems ﬁ:\un'ﬂl.n]ﬁ"'ﬂn’u-‘ugh!ﬂ"
renfories. Whils prech of the nfoomation for 20 tantary structures s available, the location and fimction
for 18" and 19™ centory strectemes is wokmown.  The intemal configuration, functicn, and architectural
detzils of barms, outhwilding:, and oconpatomal-related formres may kawe followed mgional and local
]:a:rl:nm:ddﬂnlﬂpmm1ﬁrm13htmﬁﬂcmhﬁscmmdﬂnbnﬂhh.mﬂmdm&gcﬂnmm
Undarvnding the farms development during the 15 and 15* comturies may be impestant to fully
nmhrhndltmpﬁ:hna:mdhmtpﬁducMﬂfmmm;ﬂ‘mmﬂem

Additional historical ressarch combined with detxiled anabysis of the combeats of ccoupaticnal-relaed
featurus may also contibate vabmbls insights into the social, culteral, and sconopvc charactkristics of the
fapwiligs that occupisd the formstead for owver fwo centumies. Ieolaed feaires andor sfmbSed
archasological deposits may eaost that can be ausociated with differunt familiss or cocapations at the howse.
The abore information pay indicate how the social and culmral aspects of specific families changed with
tho svolving agricaltersl sconopyy of the faome, town, and mgion. Impostant information may exist that
documants agricetural sechnologiss in s and whether cottage indnstry type mamefachring supplovented
tho agricalural ecomonTy.
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10, GEOGRAFHICAL DATA, continned

¥erbal Bowndary Desxcription
The boundaries of the nominated property are those of the parcel shoam as Parcel 7-3-115 on Town of

Boxborough Tax Maps 10, 11, 17, and 1B

Bonndary Justification

Tis Natomal Register boundaries encompass the 36.1%-acm parcel that for gensmations comprised the
Lavi Wetherbeo Farm. The parcel includes the surviving elemsents of the farmstead, s well as the
complets agmicutnral lndscape which & now largely hay meadow, wretlands, and the surviving stamds of
Erees From a late 20P-cenbury Christman tres Same
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Continuation Sheet Bezboromzh (Aliddlesex), RLA

Ehotographs Fage 1

FHOTOCGEAFHS

Uzlens ctharaiss nowd, all photogaphs by Anne Fosbas, 2004,

Bxld" photeraphs

. Lyl Wetherbeg Fagm, view northeast overlooking farmssad: famm pond in keft conter

Lt Wetherbes House, mid-16% Ciza. 1300-1815: somth facade and sast alevation

Livi Wotharbes House, pid-18% Cica 1800-1815: morih elovation, with bam af rear

Lipri Wotherbes Housg, rdd-18* C.ica. 1800-1515: looking sast, with nosth and west eleratons
Lai Wetherbes House, mid-16% Cca. 1300-1315: sonthesst chamber firspiace wall

Lavt Wotharbes Farns: Steals Barn (1941), with farmbernse in backgrownd, locldng nosih

= R e

Supplementary photographs (4 £ §7)

Landsraps wiews:

7. Wiew southeast over bay Seld, with Richandion ice bonsa, (ca. 1904)
B. West cast path, locidng south

8. Farm landscaps, looking south

10. Southeast parlor: freplacs wall
11. Rearkitchan, looking southwest
12. Bsar kitchan, looking sast

13. Ezar chamber firsplace wall

Cravestones n ssd bam foendstion wall {2008}

14. Morth gravestons
13, South mavestozs

Hizreric phato (phototopr]
Agria] view of Bexborongh: il and Middle Feads. 1939, (Boxboroungh Histonical Secisety).
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HiPFE Form 10-800-a
15

Unilted Etates Departmend of the Interior
Hatlonal Park Eervlos

Mational Register of Historc Places
Continuation Sheet

DMH Mo, DIDM-D S

Lewi Weiberbes Farm
Bazboromsh (Aliddleser), M4

Data Sheet
RESOURCE COUNT
C =contributing; NC = non-contributing
B= buildimg; O = object; 5i= site;
5t = structure
MAPE AIHC = NAMF OF DESCEIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
1 BXB.3 Land Watherbes House pid-18* Cfca. 1800-1815 € B
1l BXH.4 Etaals Barn 1541 c B
3 BXB.3 Eichardzon lrghome ca 1904 c B
4 BXB. M2 farm landscape 1E%-21" cemiuries C i
5 farm pomd 15*- 30" canferias C Si
3 castpath 1520 conterios C St
7 sysism of stone walls 15%-15" contemies C &
g un-darground tennelroot callar 19 cantery c 5
& milchouss base ca 1950 c Si
1 CALSIWAY prohbabiy 19 centary C 51
11 slate gravestons (in bam foundation)  18° cantery C 0
11 ilate gravestons (in bam foundation)  18° cantery C
BUILDTNGS 3 L1}
STEUCTURES: 3 1}
OBJECTS: 1 1}
SITES: 4 L1}
TOTAL: 1z TOTAL: L1}
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The abundance of apple trees in Boxborowgh is evident in this 1939 aevial phovo-
graph. The Middle Road orchards of Burpee F. Steele are showsn in the lower
right; further up the road is the Town Common and Library Hall. (Phote courtesy
of Boxbermiph Historical Society; giff of E. A, Moore. )
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1. Levi Wetherbee Farm, view northeast overlooking farmstead; farm pond in left center (Photographer: Anne Forbes, 2004)
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2. LeviWetherbee House, mid-18th Clca. 1800-1815: south fagade and east elevation (Pholographer: Anne Forbes, 2004)
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3. Levi Wetherbee House, mid-18th C./ca. 1800-1815: north elevation, with barn at rear (Fholographer: Anme Forbes, 2004)
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4, Levi Wetherbee House, mid-18th C./ca. 1800-1815: looking east, with north and west elevations (Photographer: Anne Forbes, 2004)

Page 53 of 59 BoS Approved — 10/15/12



5. Levi Wetherbee House, mid-18th C./ca. 1800-1815. southeast chamber: fireplace wall (Photographer: Anne Forbes, 2004)
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6. Levi Wetherbee Farm: Steele Barn (1941), with farmhouse in background, looking north (Photographer: Anne Forbes, 2004)
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Gravestones in east barn foundation wall

15. Soulh gravestone (Phatographer: Anne Forbes, 2008)
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: Additional
lll,,,‘ Parking Expansion (600 s.f.)
Approx: 3 spaces

Exhibit E
Town of Boxborough, Massachusetts

Existing Parking (400 s.f.)
Approx: 2 spaces

Existing Parking (1,200 s.f.)
Approx: 6 spaces

Steele Farm Existing & Potential Parking

I S et
50 25 0 50
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