
Categories of Marijuana Establishments 
Taken from the Cannabis Control Commission’s regulations, accessible here.   
 

1. Craft Marijuana Cultivator Cooperative means a Marijuana Cultivator comprised of residents of 
the Commonwealth and organized as a limited liability company, limited liability partnership, or 
cooperative corporation under the laws of the Commonwealth. A cooperative is licensed to 
cultivate, obtain, manufacture, process, package and brand cannabis or marijuana products to 
transport marijuana to Marijuana Establishments, but not to consumers. 
 

2. Independent Marijuana Testing Laboratory means a laboratory that is licensed by the 
Commission and is:  

a. accredited to the International Organization for Standardization 17025 (ISO/IEC 17025: 
2017) by a third-party accrediting body that is a signatory to the International 
Laboratory Accreditation Accrediting Cooperation mutual recognition arrangement or 
that is otherwise approved by the Commission;  

b. independent financially from any Medical Marijuana Treatment Center (RMD), 
Marijuana Establishment or licensee for which it conducts a test; and  

c. qualified to test cannabis or marijuana in compliance with 935 CMR 500.160 and M.G.L. 
c. 94C, § 34. 
 

3. Marijuana Cultivator means an entity licensed to cultivate, process and package marijuana, and 
to transfer marijuana to other Marijuana Establishments, but not to consumers. A Craft 
Marijuana Cooperative is a type of Marijuana Cultivator. 
 

4. Marijuana Microbusiness means a colocated Marijuana Establishment that can be either a Tier 1 
Marijuana Cultivator or Product Manufacturer or both, in compliance with the operating 
procedures for each license. A Microbusiness that is a Marijuana Product Manufacturer may 
purchase no more than 2,000 pounds of marijuana per year from other Marijuana 
Establishments. 

 
5. Marijuana Product Manufacturer means an entity licensed to obtain, manufacture, process and 

package cannabis or marijuana products and to transfer these products to other Marijuana 
Establishments, but not to consumers. 

 
6. Marijuana Research Facility means an entity licensed to engage in research projects by the 

Commission. 
 

7. Marijuana Retailer means an entity licensed to purchase and transport cannabis or marijuana 
product from Marijuana Establishments and to sell or otherwise transfer this product to 
Marijuana Establishments and to consumers. Retailers are prohibited from delivering cannabis 
or marijuana products to consumers; and from offering cannabis or marijuana products for the 
purposes of on-site social consumption on the premises of a Marijuana Establishment. 
 

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/03/27/935cmr500.pdf

